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PREFACE 
James K. Polk's correspondence during the last ten weeks of the 1844 
presidential campaign contains a fairly extensive but unorganized stock 
of the aging Democracy's political, economic, and social ideas. Suffused 
as they are in almost every letter of instruction or advice, these bits and 
pieces of the Jacksonian perspective provide a somewhat innocent wit­
ness to one side of the partisan debate then in progress, the central focus 
of which was that the Old Democracies north and south must unite to re­
gain control of the general government and block further consolidation 
of political and economic power at the national level. 
Satisfied that the wealth of the nation already was widely distributed 
among the mass of its citizenry, Democrats assumed that a stronger gen­
eral government would reverse that favorable distribution of wealth. 
The young Republic's chronic shortage of investment capital could not 
be overcome through wealth transfers extracted from the producing 
classes through centralized banking, protective tariffs, transportation 
monopolies, and emigration barriers. Democrats scorned what they 
assumed to be the covert Whig agenda-that the general government 
would take care of the rich and let the rich take care of the poor. 
In negating Whig economic initiatives the Old Democracy thought it 
was sustaining the true interests of an economic democracy, the surplus 
wealth of which should accrue for the most part to those who labored. 
Numerically the largest portion of middling folk came from the ranks of 
yeoman farmers, factory workers, skilled craftsmen, and shopkeepers. 
Even had the producing classes willingly passed their surplus wealth 
to the general government for development purposes, they would not 
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have been so naive as to assume that their elected representatives would 
distribute the largess equitably among the peoples of twenty-six states 
or that the political system itself would remain uncorrupted by special 
interests. 
Many Democratic apologists assumed that the several sections of the 
Union moved in conflicting economic directions and that the basis for an 
organic, integrated national economic order did not exist. Many worried 
that a voluntary political Union composed of such incompatible interests 
could not survive Whig attempts to force unification beyond the lilnits of 
the fundamental compromises of the Constitution and its Bill of Rights. 
The Democrats of 1844 often spoke of the Whig consolidation agenda 
in apocalyptic terms, a rhetoric of angst almost universally disparaged 
by contemporary urbane financial savants eager to discard the archaic 
pleadings of agrarian republicanism. Silly or wise, those same draeonian 
fears dividing the electorate in 1844 would tear the Union apart in 1861 
and leave the course of American political economy to the fortunes of 
warfare between the northern and southern states. 
According to the accepted dogma of the Old Democracy, Henry Clay's 
American system proffered an illusory vision of economic realities. 
Northern agricultural and manufacturing production required substan­
tial development of an internal market economy protected by closed 
frontiers and high tariffs. The price of northern labor must be contained 
by keeping the work force as large and as far east as possible, for terri­
torial expansion worked against sustaining eastern land values and low­
ering the price of labor. Without tariff protection northern manufactur­
ers must turn to cheap immigrant labor, which for the most part would 
mean the unwanted introduction oflarge numbers of Irish Catholics into 
New England's body politic and the political and cultural alienation of 
that region frmn its Protestant owners. Nativist thinking held it to be 
axiomatic that Catholic rule brought superstition, sloth, poverty, and 
disorder. Thus the economic future of northern capital consolidation 
rested on such seemingly unrelated policies as would govern expansion, 
protection, imn1igration, and religion. 
On the other hand, Southern cotton production found its best credit 
and export opportunities in Liverpool and Manchester, not in New York 
City or New England mill towns. Territorial expansion would throw 
more land into production, enhance the demand for slaves, and thus 
benefit the older agricultural areas of the South where soil exhausion 
had greatly reduced the values of both land and slaves. Although po­
litically unconcerned about Irish immigration or papist domination in 
their region of the Union, southern farmers, yeoman and planter alike, 
understood fully what would happen to the price of their cotton exports 
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and the length of their credit lines should British textiles lose their edge 
to protected American manufacturers. If it came to a choice between 
economic ruin or political separation, the South would choose secession. 
Among the Jacksonians of 1844 the fear of disunion stamped one side 
of their ideological coin and the lure of expansion, the other. Texas an­
nexation would further diffuse political and economic power within the 
Union, thus retarding the growth of anti-democratic power centers and 
so preserving the objectives of the American revolution. 
Partisans of the Old Democracy wanted to keep the political Union 
free and united; their Whig opponents wanted to make it rich and pow­
erful. Most voters had inherited their political identity much in the same 
fashion as their religious faith: transmission of political dogma did not 
depend upon institutional affiliation; rather sons kept faith with fathers 
and grandfathers through a clan culture that helped to shape the individ­
ual's universe of choices, most particularly those that were of political, 
religious, social, and vocational significance. Probably the trauma of the 
revolutionary war tested that generation's basic ideological preferences 
more deeply than any other defining event in colonial history. For the 
most part those radicalized by the war feared despotism more than anar­
chy and subsequently supported the decentralizing policies of the anti­
federalists, Jeffersonian republicans, and Jacksonian democrats. For the 
more moderate revolutionaries the threat of anarchy far outweighed any 
latent fears of their own misrule, and they accordingly attached them­
selves to the centralizing goals of the Hamiltonian federalists, national 
republicans, and Whigs. In the formative years of the Union the elec­
torate's political and religious persuasions sprouted from the same soil 
and grew as two vines around the same stump. 
Devout Protestants of an authoritarian bent generally kept company 
with the Whigs, whose quest for political and economic security matched 
the zealots' search for religious and moral absolutes. According to the 
Biblical covenant, Jehovah required of His people a strict obedience to 
His righteous laws, and in return He would shower them with material 
blessings, just the kind of rewards promised by the Whig elect. Con­
versely, the original contract provided that Jehovah would punish un­
righteous individuals and nations; and from His wrath in this world none 
could or should escape. Poverty, disease, and degradations of all kinds 
clearly marked those who had broken faith with Jehovah and lapsed 
into moral anarchy. Nothing less than the ascendancy of the Protes­
tant religion and the salvation of the republic stood at risk in adopting 
the laissez-faire politics of the Democrats, dominated as they were by 
their alliance between the unruly locofocos and the godless slavocracy. 
Thus viewed from the dictates of an uncompromising, moral abso-
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lutism, the young republic must be purified or punished, for its soci­
etal ills, particularly the evils of chattel slavery, could not be tolerated, 
much less excused. Militant Protestant sectarians, highly vocal but few 
in number, demanded immediate, total abolition and in doing so pushed 
the slavery debate far beyond the limits of political action. Their support 
for the Liberty party provided a platform for their abolition crusade, but 
it also opened as it were unoccupied ground upon which less extreme, 
more secular Protestants could take a stand against slavery by opposing 
its expansion into the western territories. In the North the anti-slavery, 
anti-expansion movement helped Whig candidates hold their Protestant 
constituencies against the abolitionist challenge, but in the South the 
argument that slave holding was immoral touched the integrity of al­
most every voter's social, religious, economic, or political connection. 
In 1844 the anti-slavery movement hurt southern Whigs more than it 
helped their northern brethren. 
At the close of one of the hardest fought political campaigns in Amer­
ican history, the Union stood almost evenly divided as to its choice of 
directions as well as its leaders. The ticket of James K. Polk and George 
M. Dallas defeated that of Henry Clay and Theodore Frelinghuysen in 
the Electoral College by a vote of 170 to 105, but the Democratic elec­
tors won only 49.5 percent of the popular vote and gained a plurality of 
only 39,490 votes. The Liberty party polled 62, 103 or 2.3 percent of the 
popular vote for their candidate, James G. Birney. Although the Native 
American party did not run a presidential candidate, it did form alliances 
with the Whigs in both Pennsylvania and New York, thus bringing anti­
immigrant, anti-Catholic influence to bear on the electoral voting in two 
very critical states. 
In 1844 neither party could expect to carry the Electoral College with­
out winning at least two of the four largest electoral states in the Union: 
New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Virginia. In 1840 Democrats had lost 
Pennsylvania by 351 votes, New York by 13,268, and Ohio by 24,099; 
they had carried Virginia by a narrow majority of 1 , 120 votes. In the 
1844 race they considered their chances better than even for taking 
Pennsylvania and Virginia; overcoming the 1840 deficit in New York 
would prove very difficult; and winning Ohio would require a very large 
number of Whigs going over to the Liberty party ticket. If Democrats 
could retain the seven states won in 1840, they would need 78 additional 
electoral votes to gain the necessary 138 majority. Their hopes ran high 
for picking up Maine, Michigan, Mississippi, and Tennessee; prospects 
for adding Georgia, Indiana, and Louisiana remained indeterminate un­
til very late in the campaign. The most casual of calculations suggested 
that they must win in Pennsylvania, New York, and Virginia. 
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Electoral College Voting 
1840 1844 
STATE WHIG DEMO WHIG DEMO 
Alabama 7 9 
Arkansas 3 3 
Connecticut 8 6 
Delaware 3 3 
Georgia 1 1  10 
Illinois 5 9 
Indiana 9 12 
Kentucky 15 12 
Louisiana 5 6 
Maine 10 9 
Maryland 10 8 
Massachusetts 14 12 
Michigan 3 5 
Mississippi 4 6 
Missouri 4 7 
New Hampshire 7 6 
New Jersey 8 7 
New York 42 36 
North Carolina 15 1 1  
Ohio 2 1  23 
Pennsylvania 30 26 
Rhode Island 4 4 
South Carolina 1 1  9 
Tennessee 15 13 
Vermont 7 6 
Virginia 23 1 7  
TOTALS 234 60 105 170 
-from the Congressional Quarterly's Guide to US. Elections (1975). 
Whig strategists saw with equal clarity that they must carry Ohio and 
New York. They could count on holding Connecticut, Delaware, Ken­
tucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Is­
land, and Vermont, thus leaving another 69 votes to be won elsewhere. 
Conceding to the Democrats the seven states won in 1840, plus for lo­
cal reasons Maine, Michigan, and Mississippi, the Whigs must then find 
the winning combination among the seven states of Georgia, Indiana, 
Louisiana, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee. Prospects for 
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sweeping New York, Ohio, and Pennsylvania did not seem promising, 
but the prize in each case could not be ignored. The dynamics of the 
campaign itself gave both parties occasion to intensify their efforts in 
Pennsylvania and New York. 
Having prepared for three years to campaign against Martin Van Bu­
ren, the Whig party had suffered a temporary loss of momentum as a 
result of Polk's unexpected nomination in May of 1844. By Septem­
ber, however, their vastly superior financial resources had put their 
newspapers and organizers into virtually every post village and city in 
the Union. Party faithful began to respond in greater numbers to the 
countless rounds of processions, barbacues, and courthouse speeches. 
For their part the Democrats adopted similar techniques designed to 
heighten party spirit; but as post-convention euphoria over their new­
found unity subsided, party leaders became concerned that early indi­
cators might have lulled local operatives into a false sense of optimism. 
Trial heats for both parties came in early October, when New Jersey, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Georgia held state legislative and gubernato­
rial elections. 
Although Democrats expected to lose in New Jersey and did, hopes 
for an upset victory in the Ohio governorship race remained high until 
returns from the northern part of the state revealed that the abolition 
party had drawn very few Whigs into their column and had attracted 
mostly Democrats to their abolitionist ticket. Having worked so hard 
and come so close-less than one-half of one percent of the total vote, 
Democrats nursed that grief along with an even more painful realization 
that if Whig abolitionists in other states, particularly in New York, chose 
not to support Liberty Party candidates as expected, the consequences 
might be devastating. Predictions for a great victory in Pennsylvania 
proved to be inflated, for angry memories of the recent riots and an­
archy in Philadelphia had invigorated the Whig campaign and brought 
nativists out in large numbers. Catholic influence in state affairs had in­
creased, as had their allegiance to the Democrats. Whig editors had paid 
considerable attention to the fact that the Democratic gubernatorial can­
didate, Francis R. Shunk, had moved so far into the orbit of Rome as to 
oppose Bible readings in the schools and to genuflect during the dedi­
cation of a Catholic church. Shunk won his race, but by less than half 
of his projected majority. Only in Georgia did the Democrats find relief 
from the torrent of disappointment. There the Whigs had failed to win 
on local issues and the respectability of their leading men. The loss of 
Georgia suggested that Whiggery might be in trouble in the deep South. 
Still the October elections did not bode well for Democrats in the large 
electoral states, and the critical question had now become whether or 
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not the Whigs would get the Native and abolition votes in Pennsylvania 
and New York. 
In Philadelphia Whig managers had made concert with the Native 
American party to trade their congressional and city election votes for 
the Natives' electoral votes. That the Whigs had failed to give up the 
city government and had delivered only two of the three congressional 
districts in Philadelphia County gave Democrats some reason to think 
that the alliance would break apart. John K. Kane calculated that two or 
three thousand of the Natives might have been angered enough to ignore 
the bargain in the presidential question; he also noted that many of those 
Natives were formerly Democrats, carried away at present with reli­
gious fanaticism. Holding the Whig-Native alliance together in Philadel­
phia was crucial elsewhere, for Pennsylvania's election results would be 
known to the New Yorkers before they began voting. Arrangements 
between Whigs and Natives in New York City mirrored the Philadel­
phia pact, although the New York Natives played a stronger hand in the 
deal making, for they already had won control of the City government. 
Democrats could do little to bargain for the Natives' support, but they 
did nominate for governor their party's most popular office holder, Silas 
Wright, Jr. No better boost could have been given the electoral ticket 
than having Wright's name heading the state ticket. 
The abolitionist movement in Pennsylvania was less active than in 
Ohio and New York, and the failure there of Whig abolitionists to vote 
Whig would not be missed in the Empire State. Perhaps both Whigs and 
Democrats went to excessive lengths in convincing their former parti­
sans not to throw their votes away on the third party candidate. Just 
prior to the election the Washington National Intelligencer published a 
letter purportedly from James G. Birney to the Democrats of Saginaw, 
Mich. , accepting their nomination for the state legislature and acknowl­
edging that he then was and always had been a Jeffersonian Democrat. 
The Saginaw forgery aimed a clear message to Whig abolitionists that a 
vote for Birney really was vote for a Democrat. In New York an Ithaca 
Democrat planted with the local Whig newspaper an extract purport­
edly taken from a popular travel journal, Roorback 's Tour through the 
Western and Southern States in 1836. Once the Whigs had circulated 
the phony story all edging Polk's mistreatment of his slaves, Democrats 
gleefully exposed the Roorback forgery and urged their brethren with 
abolitionist views to reject a movement led by men of such questionable 
morals. Warnings of dirty tricks and pipelaying (election fraud) came 
from all quarters and most particularly from Tennessee, where the elec­
tion would prove to be the closest in the Union. 
Whigs in the home state of the Democratic nominee put together a 
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well-organized and well-financed campaign and bet their hats and boots 
on their handing Polk a fourth straight defeat. Polk had campaigned vig­
orously for Martin Van Buren's reelection in 1840 and sustained a 12,243 
vote rout, the worst of his career. Unwilling to diminish his attachment 
to Van Buren and the party's North-South alliance, Polk had lost his gu­
bernatorial races of 1841 and 1843, although by fairly small majorities 
of about 3,000 votes. The excitement of the 1844 campaign in Tennessee 
attracted 11 ,812 or 11 percent more voters than that of 1840. Democrats 
gained 11 ,966 votes or 25 percent; and the Whigs polled 154 fewer votes 
for Henry Clay than for William H. Harrison. Tennessee Democrats had 
hoped that their favorite son's heading the ticket would reverse the Whig 
lockhold on Tennessee; they turned up 123 short. From 1836 through 
1852 the Whigs held sway in five straight presidential races with an av­
erage majority of 6,018. Fortunately for the Democrats in 1844 they did 
not need Tennessee's electoral vote, although the vote count there would 
have been hotly contested had New York gone Whig. 
The Democratic victory belonged more to the party than to the can­
didate, for James K. Polk attended no rallies, made no speeches, and 
wrote but one public letter throughout the entire course of the cam­
paign. Party ideology rather than candidate personality dominated the 
Democratic campaign, and in most quarters the electorate knew little 
more about the Democratic nominee at the end of the campaign than at 
its beginning. On the other hand, no one of voting age needed to ask 
who Henry Clay was, for he had glowed in the nation's political spot­
light for over thirty years. Yet with each new public letter on campaign 
issues the "Great Embodiment" appeared more and more soft of center. 
Clay's defeat probably belonged more to his pen and his past than to his 
party. Following the election Whigs blamed their defeat on the Catholic 
vote and for a brief period considered forming a more formal alliance 
with the American Native party. For an equally short time victorious 
Democrats celebrated their success and then fell to factional quarrels 
over the spoils of office. 
Letters of recommendation and advice flooded Polk's desk in the next 
six weeks, but he kept close counsel about his choice of personnel. He 
did make one offer and that was to Silas Wright, Jr. , who had just been 
elected governor of New York. Knowing that Wright probably would de­
cline serving in the cabinet, Polk nevertheless promptly asked him to 
take any post he might wish. Wright replied that divisions in the New 
York Democracy had forced him to run for governor and that those same 
concerns required that he serve his full term, to which course he had 
committed himself during the campaign. Polk understood the factional 
divisions ofhis party and accepted Wright's declination with relief, for on 
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the southern side of the party there was the difficult and equally divisive 
decision of including or excluding John C. Calhoun in the new adminis­
tration. Although most of Calhoun's friends understood the difficulty of 
keeping him as secretary of state, they loyally urged his retention; some 
suggested that the South Carolinian might be willing to go as minister 
to Great Britain if Polk and the Senate would give him prior approval 
for his settlement of the Oregon dispute on whatever terms he might 
arrange! Most of the northern Democrats wanted all new faces in the 
cabinet. 
Not limited to sectional splits, the post-election struggle saw state 
leaders and party newspapers divide along pre-election lines. In Penn­
sylvania the friends of George M. Dallas arrayed themselves against 
those of James Buchanan, and in New York the Barnburners sought 
supremacy over the Hunkers. Something would have to be done about 
changing the editorial direction of the Washington Globe, including the 
selection of a new editor or even a new publisher. The president-elect 
determined that most of the key decisions would be made in Washing­
ton City after personal consultations with party leaders from across the 
Union. Expecting to leave Columbia in early February, Polk made short 
visits to Nashville and to Murfreesboro, arranged as much liquidity as 
his financial situation would allow, and prepared to move his household 
to the National Hotel in Washington City by February 20th, thus allow­
ing two weeks to form the new administration. 
This Volume 
Always concerned that the reader's primary focus fall on the text of the 
document, the editors have limited their annotations to textual criticism 
and identifications. Persons, subjects, and oblique references have been 
noted on the occasion of their first mention in this volume; for the full 
name of persons mentioned subsequently in the text only by surname, 
the reader will want to consult the index. The editors have transcribed 
the text faithfully with a strict regard for original spellings, punctuation, 
and text placement, except for the following rules of normalization: 
1. initial words of sentences have been capitalized and ending punc­
tuation marks have been supplied when the syntax is clear (uncertain 
constructions are noted and rendered without normalization) ; 
2. conventional spellings have been followed except when misspell­
ings have been clearly written; 
3. conventional upper and lower case usage has been followed when 
XUlll Preface 
the writer employed multiple and/or irregular forms of the same char­
acter, thus indicating no discernible meaning behind the writer's use of 
capitals; 
4. interlineations, cancellations, and unintentional word repetitions 
have been ignored unless something more than writing errors may have 
been indicated; 
5. short dashes on the base of the line have been transcribed as com­
mas or periods as the syntax may suggest; 
6. redundant punctuation and random flourishes or ink marks have 
been ignored; 
7. superscripts have been brought down to the line, and markings be­
neath or beside superscripts have been transcribed as single periods; 
8. punctuation marks following the abbreviations st, nd, rd, and th 
have been deleted; 
9. regardless of their position in the original manuscript, the saluta­
tion, place of composition, and date have been set on the line or lines 
immediately below the document's heading; 
10. place of composition and full date, if omitted but known to the edi­
tors through content analysis, have been supplied in brackets and noted, 
and misstatements of place and date have been corrected and supplied 
in brackets with the misinformation noted; 
1 1 .  the complimentary closing has been omitted, and the omission of 
same has been indicated by an ellipsis if the closing was written as part 
of the ending paragraph; 
12. the author's signature has been rendered in capitals and small 
capitals at the end of the text (or supplied within brackets if unwritten 
or clipped) ;  
13. the inside address has been omitted, but the information has been 
stated in the head note, along with the document's classification and 
repository location; 
14. textual interventions (ie. ,  words supplied within brackets) have 
been made only to complete probable meanings (garbled texts have been 
transcribed without intervention and so noted);  and 
15. bracketed ellipses have been added to indicate that a portion of 
the text has been obliterated by ink blots, sealing wax, or some other 
kind of damage, and the nature and extent of same has been noted. 
The editors' identification and explanatory annotations often have been 
assembled from standard reference and monographic sources that are 
so well known and reliable as to obviate the need for citation. These 
considerations, coupled with a desire to ensure that the endnotes do not 
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overwhelm the presentation of the textual material, have persuaded the 
editors to forego the naming of sources in their endnotes. 
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Correspondence of James K. Polk 
VOLUME VIII, SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 1844 
--------------------------------
SEPTEMBER 1844 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
My dear Sir, Hermitage Septr 2nd 1844 
The enclosed just received, and as requested by the author, I enclose it 
to you. 1 The withdrawal of P. Tyler I have no doubt will strengthen us 
in ohio & connecticutt-we wanted strength in ohio, where the course 
of Allen & Tapen against the Texean treaty had much weakened the 
democracy, & where Col Bentons speeches, as I am informed, has done 
us much harm, with his abuse of Tyler. 2 From all quarters accounts are 
gratifying. There are lively hopes of little Delaware & Rhode Island. If 
Col Thos. Marshall 3 strengthes holds out to canvass Ky, as he intends, 
Clay looses the state. In one county adjoining Tennessee that give owl­
sly4 a majority I am creditably informed, a very wealthy man offers to 
pledge one of his plantations that the county will give Polk & Dallas up­
wards of 500 majority. N. Carolina I view amonghst the most doubtfull 
states. I think if the present enthuseasm can be kept up in the democ­
racy to the election & all be brought to the polls, you will carry the state 
by ten thousand. Let the Texean question be kept up; and the vote of 
our senators againts the Treaty with the German league be fully exposed 
to the people. 5 The treaty which secured such important benefits to the 
growers of pork Tobaco, Rice, & cotton, & ensured, from the reduction 
of the revenue upon these articles one cent a pound to the raiser of To­
baco, perhaps more, and the aditional consumption of these articles by 
3 
4 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
27, millions of people. This conduct of our senators ought to be kept be­
fore the people (and this too, because great Britain complained of it, & 
would have had to reduce her Tariff on those articles or lost this trade[)] . 
There never was such treachery to the laborer of the South & west, as the 
rejection of this treaty. I have been greatly astonished, that the demo­
cratic papers have said so little about it. It must, when explained to our 
farmers, arrouse them against Whigery. Have it laid before the people. 
I am quite low, low & greatly debiletated, with shortness of breath that 
I cannot do more than walk twice across my passage without great op­
pression. My whole family join me in kind salutations to you & yours. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Lyon Gardiner Tyler, 
ed. ,  The Letters and Times of the Tylers (3 vols. ;  Richmond and Williamsburg, 
Va. ,  1884-96) ,  III, pp. 148-49. 
1. Reference is to a letter dated August 20, 1844, from Joel B. Sutherland to 
Andrew Jackson. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
2. John Tyler, William Allen, Benjamin Tappan, and Thomas Hart Benton. 
A lawyer, farmer, and stockman from Chillicothe, Ohio, Allen won election as 
a Democrat to one term in the U.S. House in 1833 and sat in the U.S. Senate 
from 1837 until 1849. A lawyer in Steubenville, Ohio, Tappan served as judge of 
the Fifth Ohio Circuit Court of Common Pleas in 1816 and as U.S. district judge 
of Ohio in 1833; he won election as a Democrat to one term in the U.S. Sen­
ate, 1839-45. He opposed slavery; but unlike his brothers, Arthur and Lewis 
Tappan, he rejected the abolition movement. A strong supporter of Jackson and 
hard money, Benton represented Missouri in the U.S. Senate for thirty years. In 
a letter addressed to members of the Texas Congress and published in the Wash­
ington Globe on April 29, 1844, he objected to the immediate annexation of Texas 
in the same spirit as Martin Van Buren's public letter to members of Congress 
of April 20, 1844. Benton's letter was followed by a "postscript" in the Globe 
on May 2, 1844. On June 13, 1844, Benton spoke for about two hours on the 
question of annexing Texas. He focused particularly on John Tyler's message 
of June 1 1 , 1844, on that subject to the U.S. House and excoriated the admin­
istration for carrying the Texas treaty to the lower house. Benton's address of 
June 13, 1844, was not carried in the Washington Globe until June 20 and 24, 
at which time Francis P. Blair published the speech in full, but misdated it as 
June 12, 1844. 
3. A Kentucky lawyer, Thomas F. Marshall served in the U.S. House from 1841 
until 1843. 
4 .  William Owsley was the Whig candidate for governor of Kentucky in 1844. 
5. Reference is to a commercial treaty signed in April 1844 by the United 
States and the Zollverein, or German Customs Union, which had been formed 
in 1834. The Senate voted to table the treaty on June 15, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN K. KANE 1 
12 o'clock, M 
My dear sir, Harrisburg, Pa. 2 Sept. 1844 
We have just made the nomination of Francis R. Shunk2 by a unani­
mous vote on the call of ayes and noes, 125 delegates present, absent 7. 
The nomination was presented by the Berks County delegation; and was 
received with such absolute cordiality by every one as to make the scene 
one of the deepest feeling. Our state is now secure by at least 15000: 
such is the concurring sentiment of all the delegates and of the many 
distinguished men whom the convention has brought to witness or to 
guide its proceedings. 
An admirable letter of Mr. Dallas was presented and was ordered to 
a place among the proceedings. 3 It contributed not a little to the happy 
result. 
J. K. KANE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Philadelphia lawyer and an ardent Jackson Democrat, John K. Kane 
served from 1832 until 1836 as one of the spoliation claims commissioners ap­
pointed under the authority of the 1831 convention with France. He opposed 
rechartering the second Bank of the United States, an unpopular position to 
take in Philadelphia. Appointed attorney general of Pennsylvania in 1845, Kane 
resigned the following year to become U.S. district judge for the eastern district 
of Pennsylvania, a post that he held for twelve years. 
2. A lawyer from Pittsburgh, Shunk had served as clerk of the Pennsylvania 
House and as secretary of the commonwealth, 1839-42. Elected governor in 
1844 and reelected in 184 7, Shunk served from 1845 until 1848, when ill health 
forced him to resign. 
3. A Philadelphia lawyer, George M. Dallas served as mayor of Philadelphia, 
1829; U.S. Senator, 1831-33; minister to Russia, 1837-39; vice-president under 
Polk, 1845-49; and minister to Great Britain , 1856-61 .  Dallas' letter is not iden­
tified further. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 7 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia, Penn.] 3rd Sept. 1844 
Our organization in Pennsylvania was, yesterday, once more com­
pleted by the unanimous nomination of Mr. Shunk, at Harrisburg, amid 
acclamations, as our candidate for Governor. 1 I conceived this to be of 
the utmost importance, and directed all my efforts to attain it. He who 
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now doubts a great democratic triumph on the 8th of October in this 
State, knows little or nothing of our politics. Altho' I was personally 
attached to Mr. Muhlenberg, 2 and very cordially sustained him, with a 
conviction that he would succeed handsomely, I always thought and am 
more perfectly satisfied that Mr. Shunk is a stronger candidate. 
My recent information from Ohio is not promising. Judge Stroud, of 
this city, 3 before whom I am constantly practicing and whom I know to be 
a sincere and candid friend, though a resolute Whig, has been travelling 
very extensively through that State and is just returned. He tells me 
that his conclusion as to Penna. is that the Polk ticket will carry every 
thing before it; but that in Ohio appearances are in favor of the Whigs. 
He does not think that the democrats exhibit their usual activity there. I 
am the more apprehensive of the correctness of the Judge's impressions, 
from knowing that he is in the confidence of the Abolitionists as an anti­
slavery man; while he is in fact, nothing of a political partizan. 
Major Davezac who is here, just from an immense Convention held 
at Winchester, Virginia, brings the most confident assurance of the aus­
picious state of things in the ancient dominion. 4 He has been indefati­
gable as an eloquent missionary from Tammany Hall and has nearly 
worn himself out in the Empire State; nevertheless, he is on his way, 
in the course of the next week, to Trenton, Baltimore, Wheeling, and 
Pittsburg. He represents New-York as, in the estimation of Mr. Van Bu­
ren, Mr. Wright, Mr. Flagg, Gov. Marcy, 5 and all the other sagacious and 
reliable judges, beyond, far beyond the reach of any danger, be the gu­
bernatorial candidate who he may. This view is corroborated by an intel­
ligent and independent Whig gentleman, from the Genesee region, who 
candidly acknowledged that the republican strength had considerably 
increased since the last election of Governor Bouck, 6 and that Mr. Clay 
had really no chance whatever, no matter what might be the course of 
the abolitionists. In the whole of my political experience, I have always 
regarded the finale of a canvass in New-York as more uncertain, than in 
any other State. If we are to believe the best attainable intelligence, she 
is safe now; and certainly much may be ascribed to the recent and most 
effective exertions of Mr. Wright. 
I have had apprehensions about the State election of Maine, which 
takes place on monday next, the 9th Sept. ,  and any cold draught from 
that quarter would be mischievous. Mr. Green, 7 of Macon, Georgia, has 
just returned from thence; he was there several weeks, saw the lead­
ing republicans and the popular movements, and assures me that I may 
dismiss all forebodings, founded on a supposed want of organization. 
The Polk-men of New-Jersey are hourly more and more sanguine. 
Capt. Stockton's confidence, 8 I was told to-day, had manifested itself by 
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an offer to bet twenty-five thousand dollars on the event. He is fairly em­
barked. I have carefully compared the estimates as to every one of the 
counties, and tho' I think you will carry the State, I cannot make out 
a majority large enough to warrant any strong confidence. Your ticket 
may succeed by two or three hundred votes; it is barely possible that it 
may, by a thousand. We shall have little Delaware as sure as a gun. 
Notwithstanding the Whig bluster and banter, there would seem to 
exist among them a sort of instinctive dread that, after all, you are to be 
elected. This has gone so far as even to anticipate your Cabinet; and one 
of them brought me, in pencil, yesterday, the list made out in a corner of 
our Exchange. It may amuse you-perhaps set you thinking usefully­
if I copy it. Buchanan, Sec. of State; Dromgoole, War; Flagg, Treasury; 
Fairfield, Navy; Guthrie, Post Office; Walker, or Slidell, Atty. Genl. 9 
Our mass meetings are countless in number and immeasurable in size. 
We have them springing up as rapidly as mushrooms all around us. It 
is impossible to keep pace with them. Our public speakers are all com­
plaining of their throats, and yet will not repose. They say they have got 
the enemy down, and intend to keep him under; they have outargued 
him on every point, and delight in their victory. 
Have you yet determined on the course to be pursued respecting the 
questions propounded by our friends the naturalized gentlemen of New­
York? 10 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 17,  1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Following the death of Henry A. P. Muhlenberg in August 1844, Pennsylva­
nia Democrats placed Francis R. Shunk at the head of their gubernatorial ticket; 
he won his race in 1844 and again in 184 7. Shunk served from 1845 until 1848, 
when ill health forced him to resign. 
2. Henry A. P. Muhlenberg was elected as a Jackson Democrat to five terms 
in the U.S. House, where he served from 1829 until 1838. He declined offers by 
Martin Van Buren to be named secretary of the navy and minister to Russia in 
1837 but accepted the appointment as minister to Austria and served from 1838 
to 1840. Muhlenberg, a friend to both Polk and Andrew Jackson, was nominated 
by the Democratic party for the governorship of Pennsylvania in 1844 but died 
on August 1 1 ,  1844, before the election. 
3. A native of Pennsylvania and an 1817 graduate of Princeton College, 
George M. Stroud served in the Pennsylvania legislature in 1824. He edited 
three editions of Purdon 's Digest and published A Sketch of the Laws Relating 
to Slavery in the Several States of the United States of America in 1827. He served 
as judge of the district court of Philadelphia. 
4. Auguste D'Avezac, a Creole emigrant from Santo Domingo and brother-in­
law of Edward Livingston, served as Andrew Jackson's aide-de-camp during the 
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War of 1812; interrupting a successful legal practice in New Orleans, D'Avezac 
served consular and ministerial appointments to the Netherlands and to the 
Kingdom of Two Sicilies during the 1830's; in 1839 he settled in New York City 
and in 1843 won election to the New York legislature. D'Avezac returned to the 
Netherlands as charge d'affaires for five years, 1845-50. He spoke before an 
estimated crowd of 10,000 on August 29, 1844, at Winchester, Va. 
5. Martin Van Buren, Silas Wright, Jr. ,  Azariah C. Flagg, and William L. 
Marcy. Silas Wright, Jr., U.S. senator from New York from 1833 until 1844, 
backed Martin Van Buren for the 1844 presidential nomination, declined the sec­
ond place on Polk's ticket, won election to the governorship of New York in 1844, 
and served in that post until 1846. A New York legislator and leader of the Al­
bany Regency, Flagg was appointed Secretary of State by De Witt Clinton in 1826, 
a position that he filled for seven years. He later served as state comptroller of 
New York for nine years during the 1830's and the 1840's. He was a strong op­
ponent of the Bank of the United States. In 1846 he joined the Barn burners and 
eventually led that faction of the New York Democracy. A lawyer and New York 
politician, Marcy served as state comptroller, 1823-29; associate justice of the 
state supreme court, 1829-31 ;  U.S. senator, 1831-32; Democratic governor of 
New York for three terms, 1833-39; secretary of war in the Polk administration, 
1845-49; and secretary of state, 1853-57. 
6. A farmer from Schoharie County, N.Y.,  William C. Bouck served as a canal 
commissioner for nineteen years. Defeated in his 1840 bid for the governorship, 
Bouck, a leader of the Hunker faction of the Democratic party, won election as 
governor in 1842 and served a single term. 
7. Not identified further. 
8. Robert F. Stockton, a naval captain from New Jersey, entered the U.S. Navy 
in 181 1 and rose to the rank of commodore. In October 1846, while on ajoint ma­
neuver with land forces in California, he captured Los Angeles and proclaimed 
U.S. authority over the Mexican province and its capital. Resigning his naval 
commission in May 1850, he won election as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate and 
served from 1851 until his resignation in 1853. 
9.  James Buchanan, George C. Dromgoole, Azariah C. Flagg, John Fairfield, 
James Guthrie, Robert J. Walker, and John Slidell. Dromgoole, a Virginia lawyer, 
served five terms in the U.S. House, 1835-41 and 1843-4 7. A Maine lawyer, John 
Fairfield was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House and served from 1835 
until 1838, when he resigned to become governor of Maine, 1839-43. Fairfield 
resigned the governorship in 1843 and filled the seat ofReuel Williams in the U.S. 
Senate from 1843 until his death in 1847. A lawyer in Louisville, James Guthrie 
served in the Kentucky House, 1827-29, and Senate, 1831-40; from 1853 until 
1857 he was secretary of the Treasury in the cabinet of Franklin Pierce; in 1865 
he won election to the U.S. Senate and served until 1868. Pennsylvania born, 
Robert J. Walker moved to Natchez, Miss. ,  in 1826 and practiced law. He served 
in the U.S. Senate from 1835 until 1845, when he became Polk's secretary of the 
Treasury. Subsequently, he served as governor of the Kansas Territory and as 
U.S. financial agent in Europe during the Civil War. A native of New York City, 
John Slidell removed to New Orleans and established a legal practice. Elected 
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as a States' Rights Democrat to the U.S. House, he served from 1843 to 1845. 
In 1845 Polk appointed him minister to Mexico, but the Mexican government 
refused to receive him. Later, he served in the U.S. Senate, 1853-61 ,  before 
undertaking diplomatic service for the Confederate States of America. 
10. Letter not found. See Polk to Dallas, August 29, 1844, and Dallas to Polk, 
August 7, 1844. 
FROM NATHANIEL EWING 1 
Dear Sir Vincennes l[ndiana] Sept. 3d 1844 
A scetch of your biography happening to fall into my hands, I find 
that I am better acquainted with the early history of your family than 
perhaps any of your immediate relatives now alive. 
Your forefathers and mine emigrated together in the same ship from 
the North of Ireland in the year seventeen hundred an twenty seven, 
landed at Newcastle & settled together in the upper part of Cecil County 
adjoining the Pennsylvania line and Lancaster County. 2 There was a 
large colony composed principally of Ewings Porters Gill espies & Polks. 
Your great grandfather and two Grand Uncles were of the number. Of 
your great grandfather and one of his brothers I have no recollection. 
They with some of my relatives of the names of Gillespie & Porter had 
removed to Cumberland County near Carlisle before my time. 3 One of 
the brothers John Polk remained where he first settled until he died 
which was about the year seventeen hundred eighty three. 4 Him I well 
recollect as his Land & that of both my Grandfathers joined, and a con­
stant friendly intercourse alway subsisted between the families, during 
their lives. On his land was the place selected by the emigrants on their 
first arival for a burying ground and in it is inter'd both my Grand fa­
thers & grandmothers my Father & Mother with Uncles Aunts & cousins 
without number. John Polk & his family also lie there. 
In the year seventeen hundred & eighty eight I found living on Crip­
ple Creek one of the head branches of New River a numerous band of 
my relatives desendants of those who had removed from Cumberland 
County Pa. and from the old settlement in Cecil Co. Md. I understood 
the Polks had settled further south in Carolina. In this tour I found my 
relatives scattered from Prince Edward Co Va. through Bortitort Wythe 
Washington and down to Knoxville, 5 all the desendants of the emigrants 
of seventeen hundred & twenty seven. I have this date from record. One 
of my aunts was born on sea on their passage to America & this is the 
recorded year of hir birth. Here ends my knowledge of the family of the 
Polks except the grandsons of John Polk by his daughter Isabella who 
maried Thomas Grubb. 6 With those I was raised and schooled three of 
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whome are still alive all living in Pennsylvania one in Franklin Co. & ten 
in Erie Co near the Town of that name. One of the latter Judge Grubb 7 
is a man of six feet four & half inches high of good proportions. About 
ten years ago I visited the anciant site of the Emigants 8 after an absense 
of more than forty years. I was much surprised to find so little alteration 
in the superficial appearance of the country. The lands were unaltered 
the woodland but little deminished the only and great change was in the 
improvement of the soil. The fields which I had left in the most decay 
state of poverty I found covered with luxurient crops of clover & wheat. 
The tracts of land which were originally large I found divided into small 
ones not much exceeding one hundred acres on each of which were fine 
brick houses & barns and every conveniance necessary for a neat farm. 
In the year seventeen hundred & seventy nine there was one of your 
family living at Natches, placed there by the State of Virginia as their 
agent to accept & pay the bills of Genl. Clark when carrying on his expe­
dition against the british forts at Kaskaskia & Vincennes. 9 Thus I have 
given you my recollections & traditions of your family from their first 
landing in America. Your family like mine were originally from Scotlant 
& emigrated from that Country during the Protectorship of Cromwell. 
As to our politicks in this State the parties are verry warm. I never saw 
the democrats so active & determined. The whigs obtained a majority 
in the house of representatives but that was measurably owing to the 
manner the districts are laid off. The democrats have the popular vote. 
There are also a great many who voted for whig representatives who 
will not vote the Clay ticket. The most of the Presbiterians are whigs 
but the moral charater of Clay is rather more than they can digest. The 
Texes question altho but little understood is a new thing and as the mass 
is always delighted with novelty it takes well with them, and I have no 
doubt of the democrats taking this State. 
I have always thought and still think that the Globe & Thos. Benton 10 
has done the democratic cause more injury than the partizens of Clay­
their violence against Mr. Tyler disgusted many for say what place agains 
him. 1 1  The thinking & honest democrats will always feel greatfull for 
the servises he tendered the party by his firmness in placing his veto on 
the bill creating a U.S. Bank with such powers to render a representation 
of the people a perfect farse. 12 Instead of representing those who sent 
them they would become the panders of the moneyed power. 
This judging harshly of my fellow citizens but in justifycation of my 
opinion we have only to recur to the conduct of congress at the time. 
The Bank obtained a recharter as far as they had power to give it and 
to the legislature of Pennsylvania when that same Bank obtained its 
charter as a bank of that State. As to this last I have some personal 
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knowledge, I was in Pennsylvania during the canvass for Governor when 
Ritner was elected. 13 He lived in Washington Co. which had always be­
fore then been a democratic county untill the Bank of the U.S. under the 
cloak of subscribing to a turnpike Road between Washington & Pitts­
burgh (a road which will never yeald toll to keep itself in repair) gave 
them fifty thousand dollars which compleatly changed the political com­
plextion of the county & gave it to the Whigs. I am sorry some of my 
relatives had a hand in this business. John Sergeant of Philadelphia 14 
at the head he acted as agent for the Bank in negotiating the busi­
ness. The papers from all quarters give cheering news as it regards 
the Presidental election. For my part I have never doubted our success. 
Twenty years ago I made a bet with a friend who is now dead that Henry 
Clay never would be President of the U.S. This Election will determine 
it. 
NATH EWING 
P.S. You will excuse my writing you on so immeterial a subject but it 
may perhaps tend to relieve your mind from too intense an application 
to politicks. 
ALS. DLC---JKP Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover reads, "His­
tory of the Polk Family. " 
1. Born in Cumberland County, Penn. ,  in 1772, Ewing moved to Vincennes 
in 1807 to take up his duties as receiver of the public land office. He was the 
president of the first bank established in Vincennes and served in the Indiana 
territorial legislature. 
2. According to the most widely accepted genealogical study, the Polks first 
came to America from Northern Ireland in the 1680's and settled in Somerset 
County, Md. ;  one branch of the family then moved to Cumberland County, Penn. ,  
in  the 1730's and subsequently to  Mecklenberg County, N.C., in  the 1750's. This 
study does not display, however, such documentation as might verify the move­
ment of Polks from Somerset County, Md. ,  to Cumberland County, Penn. See 
Mrs. Frank M. Angellotti, The Polks of North Carolina and Tennessee (Columbia, 
Tenn. :  James K. Polk Memorial Association, 1984), pp. 2-5; reprinted from The 
New England Historic Genealogical Register, LXXVII (April, 1923),  pp. 134-36. 
3. Angellotti 's sources indicate that Polk's paternal great grandfather, Wil­
liam Polk, was the father of eight children, all born in Cumberland County, Penn. 
According to Angellotti, William Polk's brothers remained in Maryland. 
4. Ewing's meaning is that John Polk, one ofthe three brothers who settled in 
Cumberland County, Penn. , remained there and did not move to North Carolina. 
5. References are to the Virginia counties of Prince Edward, Botetourt, 
Wythe, and Washington. 
6. Not identified further. 
7. Reference probably is to John Grubb, a resident of Mill Creek township 
and an associate judge of the Erie County Court from 1820 until 1841. 
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8. Reference is to Ewing's former home, which was located near Carlisle in 
Cumberland County, Penn. 
9. Reference is to George Rogers Clark's conquest of the Illinois country. He 
captured Fort Kaskaskia on July 4, 1778, and followed in August with the cap­
ture of the British fort at Vincennes, Ind. The fort at Vincennes was retaken by 
the British, but Clark recaptured it in February 1779. 
10. The Washington Globe of April 29, 1844, published a letter from Thomas 
H. Benton addressed to members of the Texas Congress in which he objected to 
the immediate annexation of that republic. Benton's letter was followed by a 
"postscript" in the Globe on May 2, 1844. 
1 1 .  Syntax garbled. After the publication of Martin Van Buren's April 27, 
1844, letter on the annexation of Texas, the Globe defended the former president 
and attacked his rivals for the Democratic nomination, including John Tyler. 
12. On August 16, 1841,  John Tyler returned the bill entitled ''An act to in­
corporate the subscribers to the Fiscal Bank of the United States,"  to the U.S. 
Senate with his veto. 
13.  Joseph Ritner. Elected to the Pennsylvania House from Washington 
County, Ritner served seven years in that body, including two years as its Speaker 
from 1826-28. He won election as governor on the Anti-masons' ticket of 1835; 
renominated for a second term in 1838, he lost the election to the Democratic 
candidate, David R. Porter. 
14. An accomplished attorney, Sergeant served seven terms in the U.S. House, 
1815-23, 1827-29, and 1837-41 ;  his political affiliation changed from Federal­
ist to National Republican to Whig, successively. He served as chief legal and 
political adviser to Nicholas Biddle, president of the second Bank of the United 
States and its successor corporation, the United States Bank of Pennsylvania, 
which was chartered by the Pennsylvania legislature in 1837. Biddle claimed 
that the Pennsylvania charter cost approximately one million dollars in loans to 
members of the legislature. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 1 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Sep. 3, 1844 
Your several letters of 28 & 29. ult. inclosing the copy of the sketch 
of 1841 came to hand an hour ago. 2 I have looked it over & at pages 
8 have erased what is supposed now to be incorrect, as probably refer­
ing to Col. Wm. Polk3 instead of E.P. & like erasures made at page 12,  
& above4 you have what will probably be found to be sustained by the 
certificates, which have been published in the news papers. These you 
have doubtless preserved. I gave all that met my eye to Eastman 5 & I 
cannot now refer to them, but more than one of them & I think Danl. 
Alexander6 if I recollect right states that he served to the end of the war 
& some other one I think amongst those procured by Edwin 7 in N.C. 
mentioned that he was after taking protection injured in a campaign 
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against the tories. Look over the certificates & have this distinctly as­
certained. I speak from memory, but can hardly be mistaken. If you 
find the attestations as I remember them, they can be refered to in the 
blanks left for that purpose. The last Jeffersonian contains another cer­
tificate from Mr. McLeary which I suppose you have seen & will have 
inserted in the appendix. 8 I wish my Dear Sir I was more able or that 
time sufficient would allow me to hope I would be able to review & im­
prove these sheets, but as it is I could neither do you, the subject nor 
my self justice in my present feeble state, part of my time in bed & the 
other far from well. I can scarcely try to suggest how it should be done 
but I would somewhere say that the certificate out of which the whole 
charge sprang (that of Thos. A.) nowhere asserts that E.E was a tory, or 
bore arms against his country but that it only charged taking protection 
& that on learning his statements had been perverted to mean disaffec­
tion to his country he had corrected that distortion by his last certificate. 9 
I would further add the extracts from Johnsons life of Greene 10 copied 
here by Edwin P. & which he I hope still has showing some very strong 
& remarkable instances of Protection. Having not the strength to do 
more I therefore return the manuscript corrected at pages 8 & 12 as al­
ready indicated & hope some one of our friends will improve & amend 
it in a manner that will make it as perfect as possible. This will be eas­
ily done. You have Jacks certificate. 11 The manuscript gives the other 
quotations, correctly. You have all the certificates, & when embodied & 
properly connected will make the vindication complete. I have cut out 
the reference to Draytons S. C. 12 (for a reason that you would approve) 
at the bottom of page 7. When published the candid will be convinced 
but nothing can prevent the malicious from fabricating & circulating 
counter certificates. The comtee. ought at the conclusion to guard the 
public against such. Have you seen that I am accused in N.C. of forging 
the name of E .P. a few years back to the Meek. Dec. of In. I have had 
to state that 18. years ago I did have struck off a copy literal & exact 
of the names & words from the Raleigh Pamphlet of 1822. 13 I hope you 
will see my whole card & not portions of it only as copied in some Whig 
papers. My health is bad but not worse than when I last wrote. Things 
all look well, & accounts every where favorable & especially from all the 
large States, N.Y.,  Va. & Pa. In E.T. our friends are active. A company is 
organizing in Knox to go to Kingsport. 14 That will be a large meeting. 
J. G. M. RAMSEY 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Knoxville physician, railroad promoter, and banker, Ramsey wrote one of 
the early landmarks in Tennessee historiography, The Annals of Tennessee to the 
End of the Eighteenth Century (1853). Ramsey played a key role in campaign ef-
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forts mounted by Polk and his friends to refute Whig charges that Ezekiel Polk, 
James K. Polk's grandfather, had been a Tory during the Revolutionary War. 
Ramsey had supplied William H. Haywood, Jr. , material with which to answer 
such allegations; Haywood's "Vindication" article appeared in the Washington 
Globe of September 2, 1844. A similar "Vindication, "  edited and vetted by Polk, 
appeared in the Nashville Union of September 1 1, 1844; subsequently at Polk's 
urging the Nashville Democratic Central Committee issued a sixteen-page Vin­
dication pamphlet, which was little more than a reprint of the Nashville Union 
"Vindication" article. 
2. Neither the enclosed "Vindication," written in 1841 by Ramsey, nor Polk's 
correspondence of August 28 and 29, 1844, has been found. 
3. A son of Thomas Polk and a nephew of Ezekiel Polk, William Polk of 
Raleigh, N.C. , served as a colonel in the Revolutionary War and later became 
a successful businessman and a member of the North Carolina House, 1785-87 
and 1790. A "Colonel Polk" commanded patriot forces at the Battle of Eutaw 
Springs, S.C. , on September 8, 1781 .  
4. Above the place and date line of his letter, Ramsey wrote the following no­
tation suggesting an alteration in the text of his 1841 "Vindication" of Ezekiel 
Polk: "Instead of the erased lines the following might be inserted if the attes­
tations are as I recollect them. A. on page 8) 'According to the statements of 
Daniel Alexander & pages of the appendix it will be seen that 
he continued the firm friend of the cause of his country & of freedom to the close 
of the war. It is believed that he was with Col. Wm. Polk at the victory of Eutaw 
Springs & it is attested at page of the apendex that he served against 
the tories at 
5. E. G. Eastman established the Knoxville Argus, a Democratic newspaper, 
in 1839; he edited the Nashville Union from 184 7 until 1849. 
6. A native of Mecklenburg County, N.C., Daniel Alexander had settled in 
Fayette County, Tenn. ,  after the Revolutionary War. In his statement, dated 
July 1844, Alexander, then eighty-seven years old, defended Ezekiel Polk's war 
record. While admitting that Ezekiel Polk had taken protection from the British, 
Alexander described Ezekiel and the Polk family as "Good Whigs of Seventy Six" 
and pointed out that "it was considered by a majority of the Whigs as necessary, 
and not improper in those living near the encampment, and owning large prop­
erty to take the benefit of the protection and thereby save their property from de­
struction. " For the full text of his statement, see the Nashville Union, August 6, 
1844. 
7. A Hardeman County lawyer and farmer, Edwin F. Polk was the youngest 
child of Ezekiel Polk and was twenty-two years younger than his nephew, James 
K. Polk. 
8. Reference is to the Charlotte Mecklenburg Jeffersonian. Michael McLeary, 
a resident of Mecklenburg County, N.C., and a veteran of the Revolutionary War, 
served several terms in the North Carolina Senate, 1819-24 and 1826. His state­
ment in support of Ezekiel Polk appeared in William Haywood's "Vindication," 
the Nashville Union article, and the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
9. Thomas Alexander's statement of June 19, 1841,  was widely published in 
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Whig papers as evidence that Ezekiel Polk was a Tory. Alexander, who had 
served under Ezekiel Polk in the militia, asserted that after two early campaigns, 
Ezekiel "did nothing to favor the Whigs during the war." He also noted that 
Ezekiel Polk had taken protection from the British. Democrats countered with 
a statement dated August 5, 1844, in which Alexander testified that Ezekiel Polk 
"never took sides in any shape, manner or form against his country. " 
10. Reference is to William Johnson, Sketches of the Life and Correspondence 
of Nathanael Greene, Major General of the Armies of the United States, in the 
War of the Revolution( 1822). 
1 1. Captain James Jack carried the Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen­
dence to the Continental Congress. His testimony, given December 7, 1819, was 
printed in both the Haywood "Vindication" article and the Nashville Vindication 
pamphlet. 
12. Reference is to John Drayton, A View of South Carolina(1803) . Ramsey's 
deletion of the Drayton reference is not further identified. 
13. On May 19-20, 1775, Mecklenburg County militia delegates gathered at 
Charlotte, N.C., and declared their constituents' independence in a set of re­
solves that came to be known as the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence. 
In 1826 Ramsey printed a copy of the Mecklenburg Declaration entitled "Decla­
ration oflndependence by the Citizens of Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. " 
In his "card" Ramsey stated that his intention in printing a copy of the Decla­
ration had been to provide a copy of the text of the principal resolutions. He 
added that he had included a list of participants from an earlier pamphlet which 
named those who had actively supported the cause; but he insisted that he had 
never claimed that this list was either a list of delegates or a list of the Declara­
tion's signers. The Raleigh Pamphlet of 1822 was a reprint of documents first 
published in the Raleigh Register of April 30, 1819. 
14. Reference is to a Democratic mass meeting held in Kingsport, Tenn. ,  on 
September 12, 1844. 
FROM JOHN P. GORDON 1 
Kenton, Ohio, September 4, 1844 
Gordon solicits Polk's aid in retaining his appointment as postmaster of Ken­
ton. He expresses fear that the recent North-South split in the Methodist Epis­
copal Church portends a like division of the nation. 2 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Marked "P.M. Please Forward."  
1 .  John P. Gordon served as postmaster of  Kenton, Ohio, from April 22 ,  1843, 
until September 16, 1846. 
2.  Convened in New York City in May 1844, the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church became embroiled in the issue of slavery. A plan of 
separation, adopted by the conference, led to the organization of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, at a conference held in Louisiville, Ky., in May 1845. 
The northern and western conferences of the church continued as the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
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FROM CAVE JOHNSON 1 
Wednesday morning 
Dear Sir, Clarksville Sept. 4 [1844] 2 
I was with Coe & Caruthers, 3 yesterday & the day before at Spring­
field. Henry4 is reported sick. He is advertised for E. Ten. Starts at 
Cross-plains on the 14th Sept. & at Jasper the 20th. If it is possible 
Barclay Martin should follow or Kible or some one who can ridicule & 
laugh him out of countenance. 5 Cheatham 6 & myself meets at Waverly 
on Friday on our way to the district. I cannot yet find out anything of my 
appointments. I am pressed to go to Sumner & Smith & into Kentucky. 
Boyd 7 says at the great mass meeting at Princeton 26th they are likely 
to be without speakers & begs for Nicholson, 8 Martin or myself, I have 
sent his letter to Genl. Armstrong. 9 I can scarcely find time for answers 
to the pressing invitations. 
Coe beat Caruthers badly at Springfield as I did also at night. Coe 
stated in strong language your vote for the pension law of 1832. Cheat­
ham had the Register of debates 10 and read your vote agt. the House 
Bill of 1832, contradicting Coe, which produced great shouts in the 
whig ranks & I was afraid would produce difficulties between Coe and 
Cheatham. I rather forced my way on the stand & shewed that the House 
Bill you had voted agt. & was defeated in the Senate and that you voted 
for the Senate Bill which became the law. This was a damper upon them. 
I kept cool & kept Coe quiet & all went off admirably. An exposition 
should be made of these two Bills & your course. Caruthers was aston­
ished at my explanation & said other explanations had been given by 
others that he had met. 
The same difficulty occurred in Indiana, of which I was informed by 
letter asking explanation. If any journals can be found I will make 
a proper exposition for the Union. 11  If not it must be attended to at 
Columbia. 
C. JOHNSON 
[P.S.] My jaws are still much swollen but without pain. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. One of Polk's closest friends and political allies, Cave Johnson practiced 
law in Clarksville and served in the U.S. House as a Democrat, 1829-37 and 
1839-45. Polk appointed him postmaster general in 1845. 
2.  Date identified through content analysis. 
3. Levin H. Coe and Robert L. Caruthers. A popular lawyer and Democrat 
from Somerville, Coe sat two terms in the Tennessee Senate, 1837-41 ,  and 
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presided over that body as Speaker during the latter part of his second term. 
A Whig lawyer in Lebanon, Caruthers represented Wilson County for one term 
in the Tennessee House, 1835-37, and sat in the U.S. House for a single term, 
1841--43. 
4. Gustavus A. Henry, Kentucky lawyer, businessman, and Whig, served one 
term in the Kentucky legislature, 1831-33, before moving to Clarksville, Tenn. ; 
he won election to the electoral colleges of 1840, 1844, 1852, but lost bids for a 
seat in the U.S. House in 1841 and for the governorship in 1853. 
5. Barkly Martin and Edwin A. Keeble. A Columbia lawyer and Democrat, 
Martin served three terms in the Tennessee House, 1839--41,  184 7--49, and 1851-
53, and sat for one term in the Tennessee Senate, 1841--43. He won election to 
the U.S. House and served from 1845 until 1847. A lawyer and editor of the 
Murfreesboro Monitor, Keeble served as mayor of Murfreesboro in 1828 and 
1855, campaigned successfully as a Democratic presidential elector in 1856, and 
represented Tennessee in the Confederate Congress in 1864 and 1865. 
6. Leonard P. Cheatham, Nashville lawyer and popular stump speaker, pre­
sided over the Democratic State convention held in Nashville on November 23, 
1843. 
7. Linn Boyd, a Democrat from Kentucky, served several terms in the U.S. 
House, 1835-37 and 1839-55. 
8. A. 0. P. Nicholson, Democratic member of the Tennessee House from Mau­
ry County, 1833-37, and of the Tennessee Senate, 1843--45, served an interim 
appointment in the U.S .  Senate from December 1840 until February 1842. He 
moved to Nashville in 1844 and edited the Nashville Union before being named 
president of the Bank of Tennessee in 1846. 
9. Robert Armstrong served as Nashville's postmaster from 1829 until 1845. 
An unsuccessful candidate for governor in 1837, he remained politically active 
and coordinated Polk's three gubernatorial campaigns. An officer in the War 
of 1812, Armstrong commanded a brigade of Tennessee militia in the Second 
Seminole War. 
10. Until superceded in 1837 by the Congressional Globe, the Register of De­
bates in Congress, published by Joseph Gales, Jr. , and William W Seaton, pro­
vided daily coverage of congressional proceedings. 
1 1 . The Nashville Union of September 10, 1844, carried a full explanation 
of Polk's votes on the pension bills of 1832. Polk voted against the House bill 
"Because it did not embrace all the old soldiers who deserved pensions."  The 
Union further reported Polk's votes on all pension bills up to 1832. "We shall 
now see whether Gov. Polk 'voted against all the pension laws up to 1832, ' as 
charged at Springfield." 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Sep. 4, 1844 
The mail of this morning which carried my letter to you brought me 
one from Senator Haywood-I hasten to have it copied. 1 
18 
D r  J. G .  M. Ramsey 
Dear Sir. 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
Raleigh 24 Aug 1844 
Your several favours have remained unanswered but not unheeded. I have 
this day finished a vindication of E. Polk and the Central Com: composed of 
about 20 of our leading men have approved it and sent it to be published. As our 
papers are weekly papers and it would not come forth under 10 days we have 
sent the MS. to the Globe and it will be published in Dollar Globe & otherwise 
as our friends there may approve. I have directed Mr. Blair to send one to you 
forthwith. 2 I have been very constantly (& too closely) engaged for my health 
in an effort to rally our party & also to prepare this vindication and find I am 
broken down in health & unfit even to render a suitable return at present for 
your acceptable favours. 
I shall be gratified to learn that my effort to vindicate E.P.'s fame & to serve 
my excellent friend J.K.P. is approved by you. I should have forwarded the M.S. 
to you for criticism & correction but it is so late in the campaign I could not do 
it. The same cause has operated against its revisal & my shortening it. Tho: 
our friends here kindly say it is short enough already. I look for its appearance 
with some anxiety. It not only exhibits our proofs but reviews that of the en­
emy. The Mecklenburg Decn. was not "signed" by any one. I have exposed that 
mistake. Contrary to my judgment, Mr. Saunders used part of the evidence at 
Charlotte in his speech, but perhaps he was right. His name does not appear 
in this vindication. 3 It seemed better to notice it in the form of a request from 
Central Com: to me to compile the evidence & write the vindication of the State 
& her departed son and that I should report to the committee. That is the form 
adopted. 
I shall be glad to hear from you and will endeavor to show myself a better 
correspondent. I have written our friend J.K.P. to day. 4 
very truly 
Will. H. Haywood 
P.S. It is submitted to your discretion to publish an appendix or not. I relied 
upon you for it & it has not reached me. If you should do so I beg you will look 
carefully over Otho H. Williams narrative published in the appendix to '�ohn­
son's Life of Green" to show the destitute & miserable conditions of Mecklenburg 
when Cornwallis was at Charlotte so that Whigs were obliged to take protection. 
Also ascertain how long Cornwallis was at Charlotte. It was but a very short 
time. 5 
I have omitted it in the vindication in the hurry of its preparation. W.H.H. 
Not knowing but W.H.'s letter to you may not yet have come to hand 
I have thought best to send you the above copy of his to me. The plan 
adopted I conceive to be the best possible as giving the vindication an ex­
tensive reading & securing to it also the highest confidence. I answered 
him by this days (the 5th Sep.) mail-informed him how much obliged 
Gov. Polks friends were by his effort to vindicate E.P.s fame & memory-
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that his plan of bringing it before the public was the best possible­
that from one of Genl. Saunders letters I had supposed his speech at 
Charlotte would be considered an ample vindication (& so Edwin Polk 
informed me also was the impression at Charlotte when he left there) 
that if he had accompanied his paper with all the proofs I had furnished 
him with those afterwards procured in N.C. & also those recently pub­
lished in the Nashville Union 6 the vindication would be complete, but 
that to make it more perfect I now sent to him lengthy & copious ex­
tracts from the histories refered to giving the Vol. & pages-showing 
the great extremites to which the Whigs in the Southern States were 
driven after the fall of Charleston, many & remarkable instances of the 
best Whig Commanders with their entire Regiments taking protection & 
even Commissions from the British Commandants, & that at the close 
of the war when laws were passed confiscating the property of the to­
ries, those who had been compelled involuntarily to take protection did 
not suffer confiscation, nor lose the confidence nor esteem, nor gratitude 
of their contrymen-suggesting such comments upon these extracts as 
more time & better health would have allowed me to make-& request­
ing him to make them & forward immediately to the Globe for the suc­
ceeding number. I also answered his enquiry by extracts about the cir­
cumstances detailed in Otho Williams appendix to the Life of Greene, 
which happily is in my library & such other matters as occured to me. 
I did not mention that a Tennessee vindication was being prepared, & 
I hasten this letter now so as that being informed of Haywood's paper 
being prepared & circulated as extensively as it will be by going into 
the Dollar Globe you may be the better able to decide whether another 
will be really necessary. If as Haywood writes me a copy is forthwith 
sent to me I must receive it in a day or two & will then after exam­
ining it with great care write you immediately, pointing out its defects 
or omissions if it has any & suggesting the improvement of additions 
that may occur to me. Let me here say that as H. may not have seen 
the certificates lately published in Tennessee it will be well to forward 
printed copies of them either to him of directly to the Globe. My copies 
were handed to Eastman or distributed elsewhere, so that I had none 
to send him to day, but I mentioned them to him as being much to the 
point. 
I received to day from Gen. R.M.S. a letter informing me that WH.'s 
vindication would soon be out-that they had found in the journals of 
State that E.P. was appointed Col. by the Legislature of N C. immediately 
after the war. I hope they will make the necessary & natural inferences 
from & comments upon this important fact. 
All accounts from every where are good-very good. The Whigs here-
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abouts are desperate & more abusive (I mean the leaders) than ever. 
This augurs well. Saunders writes that they the Whigs are much disap­
pointed about the vote of N.C. 7 & that the Democrats are making a noble 
rally for Nov. I am still unwell, but will write you if any thing occurs to 
make it necessary in a few days again. 
J. G. M. RAMsEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  See J. G. M. Ramsey to Polk, September 3, 1844. William H. Haywood, 
Jr. , served several terms in the North Carolina House of Commons; elected as a 
Democrat to the U.S. Senate in 1843, he served until 1846, when he resigned in 
protest to unacceptable instructions issued by the state legislature. The text of 
Haywood's letter to Ramsey, printed below is in an unidentified hand; Ramsey 
resumed writing below Haywood's postscript. 
2. Commissioned by the North Carolina Democratic Central Committee, Hay­
wood prepared a "Vindication "  article that appeared in the Washington Globe of 
September 2, 1844. Founder and editor of the Washington Globe from 1830 until 
1845, Francis Preston Blair was one of the leading spokesmen of Jacksonian 
Democrats; Blair's grudging support of the ticket in 1844 led to the founding of 
the pro-administration Washington Union. 
3. Reference is to Romulus M. Saunders' speech at the Democratic barbacue 
held in Charlotte, N.C., on July 23, 1844. A lawyer active in North Carolina 
politics since 1815, Saunders lost his bid for the governorship in 1840; having 
previously served three terms in the U.S. House, 1821-27, he returned to that 
body and served two more terms, 1841--45. In his letter to Polk of July 29, 1844, 
Ramsey reported that Haywood and Saunders would jointly publish a vindica­
tion of Ezekiel Polk. ALS. DLC--JKP. The authorship of the North Carolina 
"Vindication, " however, was solely attributed to Haywood. 
4. Letter not found. 
5. Reference is to Otho Holland Williams, ''A Narrative of the Campaign of 
1780," which appeared as an appendix to William Johnson, Sketches of the Life 
and Correspondence of Nathanael Greene, Major General of the Armies of the 
United States, in the War of the Revolution ( 1822) .  Following his arrival in 
America in 1776, Charles, second Earl and first Marquis Cornwallis, served in 
a series of military campaigns in the northern colonies. After the surrender of 
Charleston in May 1780, Sir Henry Clinton, the British commander-in-chief, re­
turned north and left Cornwallis in charge of military operations in the southern 
colonies. In late 1780 Cornwallis' army occupied the Charlotte area for several 
weeks. 
6. In early August the Nashville Union published a series of testimonials 
defending the Revolutionary War record of Ezekiel Polk; for statements by 
George Alexander, John Smith, Thomas Gribble, and Daniel Alexander, see the 
Nashville Union, August 3 and 6, 1844. 
7. Saunders' reference probably is to North Carolina's state elections held on 
August 1, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN STAATS 1 
Dr. Sir, Geneva, Ontario Co. N.Y. Sept. 4th 1844 
In your letter to the citizens of Cincinnati, under date of April 28th 
1844, you say: "I have no hesitation in declaring, that I am in favor of 
the immediate reannexation of Texas to the territory and government of 
the United States. " 2  
AB different and opposite constructions are put upon this declaration 
by Democrats and Whigs, will you please to state under what circum­
stances and upon what conditions you are in favor of such reannexation? 
An early answer is desired. 
JoHN STAATS 
[P.S.] I hope you will not consider the foregoing impertinant. My object is 
to take away all subterfuge and quibbling from the Whigs on the subject 
of your declaration. They contend that you are in favor of "immediate" 
annexation on any terms, and without regard to circumstances or con­
sequences. The only seeming ground they have, (and it has great influ­
ence with a certain class, and with some even in our own ranks,)  is the 
word "immediate, " "immediate reannexation. "  The Democrats say that 
you are in favor of the annexation of Texas upon the same conditions 
and manner as Mr. Clay has stated in his last letter on this subject, viz : 
"without dishonor, without war, with the common consent of the Union 
[and] 3 upon just and fair terms . " 4  We, at the north, cannot [ta]ke any 
other course. It is or has been, an embarrassing question with many of 
our Democrats. Mr. Clay's letter has given us larger scope in contending 
with our antagonists, whilst it has produced much confusion amongst 
them, and their last resort is quibbling. New York will, without a doubt, 
give you a large majority. The newspapers will, to some extent, give you 
an idea how much enthusiasm prevails in your favor here. If you deem 
proper to return an answer with a view to publication, let it be as soon 
as possible, so that it may be of avail before the election in Novr. I am a 
Physician by profession and you may address me as such. Wishing you 
a triumphant election, and prosperity in private life . . . .  John Staats 
ALS. DLC-,JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Postscript marked "private" and 
written on a separate sheet. 
1. John Staats was a physician and member of the Medical Society of Ontario 
County, N.Y. 
2. See Polk to Salmon P. Chase et al. ,  April 23, 1844. Polk's letter was printed 
in the Nashville Union of April 28, 1844. 
3. Manuscript damaged. 
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4. Quotation is from Henry Clay's second Alabama letter, which was ad­
dressed to Thomas M. Peters and John M. Jackson and was dated July 27, 1844; 
the Tuscumbia North Alabamian published Clay's letter on August 16, 1844. His 
first Alabama letter was addressed to Stephen F. Miller, editor of the Tuscaloosa 
Independent Monitor, and was dated July 1 ,  1844. In his second Alabama letter, 
Clay came out in favor of the eventual annexation of Texas, without war and 
with the consent of the Union. He further argued that it was unwise to link the 
questions of slavery and annexation because slavery was a temporary institu­
tion, one which was destined to extinction. For the texts of Clay's two Alabama 
letters, see Niles ' National Register, August 3 and 31,  1844. 
FROM PATRICK COLLINS 1 
Honored & Respected Sir Cincinnati Septr. 5th 1844 
Although personally a stranger to you, I Take the liberty to address 
you this line the object of which is to encourage your hopes in the tri­
umphs which await you next November as the Champion & chief of the 
lion hearted Democracy of the land. 
I am an eye witness of the movements of the Democracy of Ohio & 
Indiana since the Baltimore nominations of last May. It has been my 
lot to witness the first meeting that I believe was held in the Valley of 
the Mississippi responding to the nomination of "Polk & Dallas, "  which 
took place in the City of Columbus, Ohio, on the 3rd of last June, and 
have had the honour to make the opening speech on that occasion, and 
from that day, until this, I have traversed most of the Counties in Ohio 
[and] beheld with pleasure the mighty gatherings of her freemen & their 
thorough & fixed resolve to battle 
"For young Hickory 
Dallas, Tod 2 & Victory." 
I have had the honor also to accompany Gen. Cass 3 to Indianapolis where 
he was met perhaps by Twenty thousand Hoosiers. I have been in dif­
ferent parts of that State & the popular enthusiasm & determination 
is admirable. Gov. Whitcomb, 4 told me, they would carry the State for 
"Polk & Dallas" by at least 5000 Majority, as the abolitionists of that 
State are resolved to vote for "Birney. "5 Here, in Ohio, they are in like 
manner determined to vote for Birney. They are Three thousand in Indi­
ana & Six thousand in this State. From my own personal observation; as 
well as from all the opinions I could collect, Ohio, will give a Democratic 
Majority of at least Ten thousand although some think Twenty & some 
think Thirty thousand. There [are] at least Twenty or Thirty thousand 
more Naturalized Citizens in this State at present than in 1840. I should 
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suppose the number of Naturalized Citizens in Ohio is Sixty or Seventy 
thousand and nineteen out of every twenty of them are Democrats. In 
Several of these Meetings, (all of which I had the honour to addrPss) 
I have seen 60 or 70 "Straightouts" so called because they voted for 
Gen. Harrison in 1840 and now they go for "Polk & Dallas ."  I have 
met with several of the stump speakers of 1840, who were then flaming 
Whigs-now thorough going Democrats &c &c. Sir, these are a few of 
the many reasons Why I consider your triumph, which is the triumph of 
the Democracy as certain in Ohio & Indiana at least. I have in my desk 
letters of invitation from Michigan the Valley of the Wabash Virginia & 
from 40 Counties in Ohio. As I have "burned the candle, I will burn 
the inch" 6 until the Campaign is over. "Mass Meetings" are being held 
all over this part. I will be at the great Meeting at Wheeling Va. on the 
12th Inst. from thence through Eastern Ohio, to Cleaveland, thence to 
Terrehaute Ind. & I expect to hear some shouts for "Polk & Dallas ."  I 
am an Irishman by birth. I do not believe there are a dozen Irish Whigs 
in Ohio. If at any time you should be pleased to hear from me again, I 
should be happy to know it. My address is Patrick Collins Cincinnati. 
pATRICK COLLINS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Near Nashville. 
1. Patrick Collins was a school teacher in Cincinnati, Ohio; in 1845 he re­
ceived an appointment from Polk to be surveyor of the port of Cincinnati. 
2. A Democrat, David Tod ran unsuccessfully for the Ohio governorship in 
1844 and 1846, served as U.S. minister to Brazil from 1847 to 1851,  and in 1862 
won the governorship of Ohio. 
3. Lewis Cass, presidential nominee of the Democracy in 1848, served as gov­
ernor of the Michigan Territory, 1813-3 1 ;  U.S. secretary of war, 1831-36; U.S. 
minister to France, 1836--42; U.S. senator from Michigan, 1845-48 and 1851-57; 
and U.S. secretary of state, 1857-60. 
4. A lawyer from Terre Haute, Ind., James Whitcomb served as a member of 
the Indiana Senate, 1830-36, and as governor, 1843-49. From 1849 until his 
death in 1852, Whitcomb sat in the U.S. Senate as a Democrat. 
5. A native of Kentucky and a graduate of Princeton University, James G. 
Birney practiced law in Alabama and Kentucky prior to his founding the Phi­
lanthropist in 1836; he moved his anti-slavery operation from Ohio to New York 
in 1837 and headed the Liberty Party's presidential tickets of 1840 and 1844. 
6. Quotation not identified. 
FROM ALBERT GALLUP 1 
Dr. Sir Albany Sep't 5, 1844 
The State convention has nominated S. Wright for Gov. & Addison 
Gardner for Liu't. 2 The ticket is a strong one. Probably the strongest 
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that could have been made. The State of N.Y. is safe beyond the reach of 
a contingency. Gov. Bouck has been shabbily treated in certain· quarters 
but feels as none but a democrat can feel; that the success of Republican 
principles is paramount to that of any individual. 3 He is satisfied-so 
are his friends. Whig stock is below par this morning. The Whigs are 
aghast at the nomination. They were not at all pleased with the "god­
like" 4 when here. He spoke over 2 hours & did not utter the name of 
Henry Clay. 
He could not have been much flattered with his own reception here. 
He peregrinated through the most of our principal streets, but no one 
smiled upon him-no one cried God save him. His speech was a stale 
one, & the meeting flat & unprofitable. You can put us down for 20,000. 
We will have a mass meeting here in all the current month. It will take 
all the wind out of the whig sails, & show such a mass of democrats as 
was never looked upon before in this section of the State. 
ALBERT GALLUP 
ALS. DLC-J"KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  A lawyer, Gallup served one term in Congress, 1837-39; Polk appointed 
him collector of customs for Albany, N.Y. 
2.  Silas Wright, Jr., and Addison Gardiner. Gardiner, a lawyer from New York, 
served as lieutenant governor, 1844--47; resigned to become judge of the N.Y. 
Court of Appeals, 184 7-55; and presided over that court, 1854-55. 
3. See Gallup to Polk, August 14, 1844. 
4. Reference is to Daniel Webster, who delivered an address at a Whig mass 
meeting held in Albany, N.Y., on August 27, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT P. FLENNIKEN 1 
Uniontown, Penn. September 6, 1844 
Flenniken reports that he has just returned from the Democratic convention 
at Harrisburg, where delegates met on September 2 to select a candidate in place 
of Muhlenberg. 2 He emphasizes that harmony prevailed at the convention and 
assures Polk that Francis Shunk, the convention's nominee for governor, will 
carry the state by a majority of 20,000. "The moral influence of such a majority," 
he adds, "cannot fail of its effect throughout the Union."  Polk's prospects in New 
Jersey are excellent, and if Maryland Democrats succeed in electing their candi­
date for governor, the electors are safe in November. Although Clay "represents 
a powerfull interest in this country consisting of the money power," Flenniken 
believes that efforts of "the hardy yeomanry" will ensure Polk's election. 
ALS. DLC-J"KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Robert P. Flenniken represented Fayette County in the Pennsylvania House 
in 1838 and 1840-41 .  Polk appointed him charge d'affaires for Denmark in Jan­
uary 1847. 
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2. Reference is to the recent death of Henry A. P. Muhlenberg, the Democratic 
candidate for governor. 
FROM ALLEN McLANE 1 
Respected Sir. Wilmington D. Sept. 6th 1844 
Please accept my sincere thanks for your answer to my letter in June 
last. 2 We are doing all we can in little Delaware, but having the Patron­
age of the State and General Governments opposed to us, it is very much 
of an up hill business. 
If Mr. Tyler is really anxious to defeat Mr. Clay, it is most extraordinary 
that he does not aid us. If we could get the Patronage of the Custom 
House in this District much could be done. Fifty votes might give us the 
State. In 1842 we lost it by only nine. 
I have learned accidentally that a letter has been addressed to you by 
three Whigs of this city viz . Wm. H. Griffin, Wm. McCleeze, and George 
Richardson. 3 I am ignorant of its import, but take the liberty of stating 
to you the Politics of the signers, that you may be upon your guard if any 
fraud is contemplated. 
ALLEN McLANE 
[P.S.] I would be pleased to have favourable accounts from Tennessee. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  A physician in Wilmington, Del. ,  Allen McLane served as one of the first 
mayors of that city; he was the brother of Louis McLane. 
2. McLane wrote Polk on May 31,  1844. Polk's AE on the cover states that he 
answered this letter on June 21 ,  1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
3. Reference is to the letter of George Richardson, W. H. Griffin, and William 
K. McClees to Polk, September 5, 1844. 
FROM WILLIAM C. BOUCK 
Dr. Sir Albany Sept. 7h 1844 
Our state convention met on the 4h Inst. and nominated Silas Wright 
for Gov. and Addison Gardner 1 for Leiut. Gov. 
A small fraction of the democratic party were hostile to my nomina­
tion in 1840, and also in 1842. In 1840 the Maj.  against Mr. Van Buren 
was in this state 13,000 and against me 5,000. In 1842 I was unani­
mously nominated and Elected by 22,000 majority. During the Session 
of 1843 I made more than 1500 appointments out of more than 10,000 
·applications; the rush for office was unprecedented; nothing like it was 
ever seen before in this state. 
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The Small section of the party who were opposed to me in 1840 & 
42, rallied the disappointed men, made a noise throughout the state, 
created a panic in the public mind in regard to myself, and with the 
apparently unauthorised use of Mr. Wright's name, succeeded in getting 
a majority of delegates in the state convention against me. Under such 
circumstances, and with the view of uniting the party I requested my 
friends not to present my name; this they did with the exception of 30 
who were instructed to vote for me in any event. The nomination of Mr. 
Wright was finally unanimously concurred in, he will be supported by 
all my friends, and no doubt elected. His views in regard to the Texas 
question, are supposed not to accord with yours, and may embarrass us 
some. 
In view of the importance of the Election, and knowing there were 
10,000 men in the state who were disappointed applicants, I requested 
my friends last April to permit me to withdraw; and one of them said to 
Mr. Wright that if he desired the nomination I would unite in his support. 
He positively declined to be a Candidate on several occasions, and I was 
consequently kept in the field. After his refusal to accept the Baltimore 
nomination, 2 no body dreamed that he would accept that for Governor. 
I send you the Argus which contains his last letter and the authorised 
remarks of the Editor 3; which will show you his and my position before 
the public. Although he said that he would not be a competitor before 
the people, nor the convention; yet not a newspaper reached him which 
did not show him that he was my competitor before the people. He sent 
no letter to the convention, and was my competitor there. These are 
matters that cannot fail to affect the fame of Mr. Wright, but they will 
not be canvassed until after the election. I have the gratification to know 
that not a word of complaint is uttered against my administration, ex­
cept from the applicants for office. 
There is a section of the party in this state, that were to say the least of 
it, cold towards your nomination, & at one period gravely discussed the 
question whether it would not be best for them in regard to the future, 
to have you defeated. Hence the confidential circular which you have 
doubtless seen. 4 This scheme was discovered in its bud, and exploded. 
These men were the peculiar friends of Mr. Wright, and his nomination, 
removes all difficulty. We cannot I think fail to carry the state by a large 
majority. 
I have during forty years of active life been the warm supporter of Van 
Buren; but many of my friends prefer your nomination to his, and I have 
no doubt we can give you a larger vote than we could him. 
You will pardon me for trobling you with this long letter, my only object 
is to apprise you of the position of things in this state, supposing that you 
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had heard of dissentions in the party, and might feel some apprehensions 
about the result. 
My Brother5 who was in Congress with you desires to be remembered 
to you; you have not a warmer friend in this state. 
WM. C. BoucK 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "private. " 
1. Addison Gardiner. 
2. In a letter to the Democratic National Convention dated May 29, 1844, 
Silas Wright, Jr., declined the vice presidential nomination. 
3. Edwin Croswell edited the Albany Argus from 1823 to 1854. 
4. George P. Barker, William Cullen Bryant, Isaac Townsend, J. W Edmonds, 
Theodore Sedgwick, Thomas W Tucker, and David D. Field were signers of a 
confidential circular letter that surfaced in New York in late July 1844. The 
circular supported Polk and Dallas but rejected the immediate annexation of 
Texas. 
5. Joseph Bouck of Middleburg, N.Y. ,  served one term in the U.S. House, 
1831-33. 
FROM WILLIAM TYACK 1  
My Dear Sir New York Sept. 7, 1844 
I arrived home on the Monday after I left Nashville with the same 
Mail in 7 days, in good Health & spirits. The enthusiasm is intense on 
the whole Road. Hickory Trees were up and others being Raised at al­
most every place where there was a Store or Blacksmith shop, and where 
there was a Coon Pole there was Sure to be a Hickory Pole much Higher. 
Polk stalks on the Fences, and over the doors, in their Travelling Wag­
ons, & Democracy. I stated to you that N. York was safe for 20,000. We 
shall give I think nearer 50. We are now all united. We have Nmninated 
Silas Wright for Govr. and Addison Gardner2 for Lt. Governor. A very 
strong Ticket, that sweeps all before it. Although I must say we have not 
treated Governor Bouck with Justice, yet he and his Friends must sub­
mit for the General Good. The Tyler Custom House Clique have now 
hauled down their Colours and wish to Compromise, and are to have 
what they can. 3 A Union Meeting of themselves with the Democrats, 
to enable them to hold their situations in the Customs House. I say let 
them come if they Choose, although we do not want them. We are strong 
enough without them, but we must watch them. They are of the Native 
American Party & Tyler Men. But the Native American Party here is 
entirely dead. We are all alive to Mass Meetings here. We had a Glo­
rious Time at Trenton-New Jersey is as I informed you safe and will 
give a Handsome Majority for Col. Polk. Old Connecticut is doing well. 
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We also had a Glorious Time of Rhode Island Mass Meeting. The Poor 
Rhotes had their Prison Guarded with a Heavy Park of Artillery and a 
Strong Body of Infantry. All passed off without the least Disturbance 
although they were very anxious to provoke one. I advise our Friends to 
say nothing about Dor4 untill after Col. Polk is Elected President. Then 
we will take up the Matter in earnest, and Dor will yet be the Govr. of 
Rhode Island. We are all alive to Mass Meetings here. Perfect Harmony 
I believe reigns throu out the whole Democratick Ranks. The Poor Coon 
Whigs look very Blue at our Proceedings. They cannot withstand the 
Mighty Torrent of Democracy that is Sweeping them out of Power so 
Rapidly. But after this Campaign I will give them a quarter of a Century 
at least to Rest. Nothing can look better here. We have a Mass Meeting 
in our Congressional District this Week. We intend to keep Moving. We 
are to have a Mass Meeting, sometimes this month which we intend shall 
be a Great Gathering. While I am writing I have this Moment Recvd an 
Invitation to attend the Mass Meeting at Tarrytown W. Chester County 
30 Miles from this City-Dn the spot where Major Andre was taken in 
the Revolution. 5 I hope you arrived home safely, and that your Amiable 
Lady Mrs. Polk 6 is in Good Health, for I do assure her that all is Safe an 
Sure as She and you live. 
I cannot expect you to write me. You have so much to do where you 
are obliged to answer. But Sir I will Keep you advised of Matters and 
things Generally. 
Will you please to accept of my sincere Regard for the future Welfare, 
Prosperity and Hapiness of yourself, your Amiable Lady, Family, and all 
Friends. 
WILLIAM TYACK 
[P.S.] The Texas Fever is raging here to a great extent with strong sym­
toms of an Oregan Charracter. 
ALS. DLC-.JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. William Tyack, associated with the "Hunker" faction of the New York 
Democracy, resigned his post as master warden for the Port of New York to cam­
paign for Polk in 1844; he served as president of the Polk and Dallas Association 
of New York City and spoke at the Democratic mass meeting in Nashville of 
August 15, 1844. 
2. Addison Gardiner. 
3. At the urging of Robert Tyler, Joel B. Sutherland, and John Lorimer Gra­
ham, John Tyler appointed Cornelius P. Van Ness in place of Edward Curtis as 
head of the Customs House in New York City. Van Ness, a strong Tyler Sup­
porter, dismissed some sixty Whigs employed in the Customs House. Afterward, 
on August 21, 1844, Tyler announced his withdrawal from the presidential con­
test in a notice published in the Washington Madisonian. 
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4. Popular dissatisfaction with suffrage restrictions led to Rhode Island's 
"Dorr Rebellion" of 1841--42. In late 1841 a popular but extralegal convention 
framed and ratified a "People's Constitution,"  which provided for white man­
hood suffrage and new state elections; Thomas W Dorr won the new constitu­
tion's gubernatorial election. The legislature declared the new constitution ille­
gal and sponsored a regularly scheduled spring election under authority of the 
colonial charter of 1663. Incumbent governor, Samuel W King, gained reelection 
under the old charter. Both Dorr and King applied to John Tyler for military aid. 
In a letter dated April 1 1, 1842, Tyler assured King that if an actual insurrec­
tion were raised against the charter government, the general government would 
furnish that protection guaranteed to each state under Article 4, Section 4 of 
the U.S. Constitution. In a private letter of May 9, 1842, Tyler urged King to 
exercise conciliation and restraint, including a general amnesty and a new con­
stitutional convention. On May 18 the Dorrites attempted and failed to seize 
the state's militia arsenal; the "rebellion" rapidly lost support thereafter. Dorr 
received a sentence of life imprisonment but won release in 1845. A Democratic 
mass meeting was held on September 4, 1844, in Providence one mile from the 
prison in which Dorr was incarcerated. 
5. Reference is to John Andre adjutant general of the British army and in­
termediary in an exchange of correspondence between Benedict Arnold and Sir 
Henry Clinton. On the evening of September 22, 1780, Andre met with Arnold 
to finalize plans for the delivery of West Point to the British. The following 
morning, Andre, disguised as a merchant and traveling under the alias 'aohn 
Anderson, " was stopped by three militiamen on the Tarrytown Road. Upon find­
ing papers of a suspicious nature in Andre's boot, the three militiamen turned 
him over to the revolutionary army. Andre was tried and convicted as a British 
spy and executed on October 2, 1780, in Tappan, N.Y. Arnold escaped to safety 
behind British lines. 
6. Sarah Childress Polk. 
FROM JAMES HAMILTON, JR. 1 
Oswichee Bend 
My Dear Sir. Russel County (Ala) Sept. 8, 1844 
AB I have taken a somewhat active part in the canvass for your elec­
tion, and have recently returned from New York, I desire to make a sug­
gestion on which I think it would be well for you to act without a mo­
ment's delay. Which is, that you cause some of your friends in Tennessee 
to write pressingly to the Leaders of the Democracy in New York to be up 
& doing for I remarked with much regret the extreme indifference many 
of the friends of Mr. Van Buren expressed as to the result of the Contest. 
I think if we can carry New York, your election is certain, or if we lose 
New York if we are able to carry Ohio & Tennessee, it is equally beyond 
doubt. On my way home I saw enough to satisfy me that Pennsyl. & 
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Virginia were quite safe. But, the Democracy of New York require to be 
warned. I have written most pressingly to Silas Wright who I believe is 
sincerely devoted to the cause. 
As I reside on the Banks of the Chattahoochee within sight of the Geor­
gia Shore my social relations with that State are much more active than 
with Alabama. I therefore have thrown my whole force whatever it may 
be on the parties in Georgia, where we have a majority of some 5 or 6000 
in favor of the Whigs to reverse. The utmost activity prevails among your 
friends and the Democrats are efficiently organized. I attended two im­
mense mass meetings, the last fortnight at Macon & Columbus and until 
the election I shall successively address the people of Georgia at all the 
points at which I can be present. The vote of Georgia may be the cast­
ing vote & therefore it is of infinite importance we should carry that 
State. I have a strong hope of success but the weight of the combina­
tion against us is not to be conceded. I shall go to Savannah to address 
the people there the first Saturday in Oct. Judge Berrien's2  stronghold 
where I hope to make a dash into his ranks. 
With the exception of 500 Whig votes in So. Carolina you carry that 
State almost by a perfect unanimity. Those of us who feel most strongly 
on the subject of the Tariff (and certainly no one entertains a stronger 
opposition to that measure than myselD regret Mr. Calhoun with the rest 
of us Mr. Rhett's premature & intemperate view on this matter & have 
I am happy to say successfully conteracted the evil consequences which 
might result from it in the other States. 3 I send you a paper containing 
my view of the course it behoves the South, to take [in] 4 the present 
crisis. 5 
I regret that my engagements prevented my attending the Nashville 
Convention which I hope is a faithful exponent of the public feeling of 
your own State. 6 
But let me revert to the principal object of this Letter, that your friends 
in Tennessee write instantly to the Leaders of the Democracy in New 
York that every thing depends on their zealous & untiring exertions. 
I desire to express my gratification of renewing our long suspended 
correspondence 7 & intercourse & to assure you of the esteem with which 
l am . . . .  
J. HAMILTON 
[P.S.] My address is usually Fort Mitchell (Ala) but a Letter directed [to] 8 
Savannah will find me there the last of the month. 9 Let me khow what 
Reports your friends make from Ohio, Indiana, Missouri & Louisianna­
and what your own candid opinion is as to the vote of Tennessee. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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1 .  Hamilton, a lawyer and planter, served as a member of the U.S. House, 
1822-29, and as governor of South Carolina, 1830-32. Initially an ardent sup­
porter of Andrew Jackson, he became an outspoken advocate of free trade and 
a leader of the states' rights party in South Carolina. Mter the nullification cri­
sis of 1833, he invested in land in Russell County, Alabama. Enthusiastic in his 
support for Texas, he served as one of its European commercial agents and later 
advocated its annexation to the the United States. 
2. A Savannah lawyer and judge of the eastern judicial circuit of Georgia, 
1810-21,  John M. Berrien served in the U.S. Senate as a Democrat, 1825-29, and 
then as a Whig, 1841-52. He also held the post of attorney general in Andrew 
Jackson's cabinet, 1829-31 .  
3 .  An extreme advocate o f  states' rights and a South Carolinian loyal to John 
C. Calhoun, Robert Barnwell Rhett served in the U.S. House from 1837 until 
1849. During the summer of 1844, he defied Calhoun's wishes and launched 
the "Bluffton" movement for separate state action on the tariff. Rhett suc­
ceeded Calhoun in the U.S. Senate in 1850, but resigned his seat two years later. 
Through his newspaper, the Charleston Mercury, he espoused the right of seces­
sion and inveighed against the South's reliance upon the Democratic party; he 
led South Carolina out of the Union in late 1860. 
4. Manuscript damaged. 
5. Enclosure not found. Hamilton later referred to it as "a published Letter 
to my former Constituents of Beaufort District. " See James Hamilton, Jr., to 
James K. Polk, November 29, 1844. 
6. Reference is to the Democratic mass meeting in Nashville on August 15, 
1844. Hamilton had received an invitation from the Nashville Central Commit­
tee, but had been unable to attend. See "Gen. James Hamilton's Letter" in the 
Nashville Union, October 10, 1844. 
7. Letters not found. 
8. Manuscript damaged. 
9. The first sentence of the postscript was written in the left margin of the 
third page; the remainder, at the top of the cover sheet. 
FROM LEVIN H. COE 
Dear Sir Camden Sept. 9th [ 1844] 1 
I met Carruthers at Springfield, There we got into a snarl about Rev­
olutionary voters which you will in a few days see the finale of in the 
Union 2 & I think we have them bugged & Clayism defending on the 
votes of Clay. 
I addressed a letter to Foster3 from Nashville inviting him to my appts. 
& if this did not suit him asking if I could take an equal partnership in 
his. He has declined to answer. Mum again & it is reported will leave for 
home & probably for E. Ten: in a few days. 4 
I attended to Caruthers appts. to Waverly. Few Whigs out to hear him. 
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Cheatham is here. D. Craighead 5 expected at Paris. I have written 
by this mail to H.L. Turney to mail to N. Watkins at Somerville Ben 
Hardin's letter to C. Johnson & such other documents as will aid me in 
meeting Bell if he can't come down. 6 I see Bell & N.S. Brown 7 commence 
at Savannah on the 16th & if Turney don't come down I will meet him 
at Bolivar & have equal time or divide the crowd & publish my speech. 
I was on Saturday at a Dem. Mass meeting at the mouth of White oak 
in Stewart 2500 present. Judge Harris 8 & myself addressed them. 
To Day to a good crowd Cheatham & myself spoke. After Court ad­
journed this evening Mjr. Dougherty 9 of Perry made a speech on our 
side. A fellow by the name of Saunders 10 answered him & I replied to 
him. 
I am confident Clay can't get 1000 maj .  in the District perhaps not 
500. Pavatt,Caldwell, Douglas of Perry, Chase, Genl. Dunlap 1 1  & others 
are here. All report a fine state of things. 
L. H. CoE 
ALS. DLC.,JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Date identified through content analysis. 
2. A Whig lawyer in Lebanon, Robert L. Caruthers represented Wilson Coun­
ty for one term in the Tennessee House, 1835-37, and sat in the U.S. House for a 
single term, 1841-43. Reference is to Polk's position on Revolutionary soldiers' 
pensions reported in the Nashville Union of September 10, 1844. 
3. Ephraim H. Foster, a Nashville lawyer and one of the founders of the Whig 
party in Tennessee, served three terms in the Tennessee House, 1827-31 and 
1835-37. Appointed to the U.S. Senate following the resignation of Felix Grundy 
in 1838, Foster won election to a full six-year term beginning March 4, 1839. 
Having pledged to resign should a Democratic majority be elected to the next leg­
islature, he redeemed his promise in November of 1839; the Tennessee General 
Assembly elected Grundy to the vacancy; and Grundy served from November 19, 
1839, until his death on December 19, 1840. Polk appointed A. 0. P. Nicholson 
to the vacant seat; and he served until February 7, 1842, when the Assembly ad­
journed without electing a successor and thus terminated the interim appoint­
ment. The seat remained vacant until the Assembly elected Foster to the place 
in October of 1843; Foster finally completed the term on March 3, 1845. 
4. Reference is to a letter Coe sent to Foster requesting joint appointments at 
mass meetings. Coe's letter and Foster's reply were published in the Nashville 
Republican Banner of September 20, 1844. 
5 .  David Craighead, a wealthy Nashville lawyer, served one term as a Demo­
crat in the Tennessee Senate, 1835-37. 
6. Hopkins L. Turney, N. Watkins, Benjamin Hardin, Cave Johnson, and John 
Bell. Turney, a lawyer from Winchester, served four terms in the Tennessee 
House, 1825-31 and 1835-37; three terms in the U.S. House, 1837-43; and one 
term in the U.S. Senate, 1845-51 .  N. Watkins and Coe founded the Somerville 
Spy in October 17, 1843. A Bardstown lawyer, Hardin served several terms in 
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the Kentucky House and Senate and was secretary of state of Kentucky from 
1844 until 1847; he served five terms in the U.S. House between 1815 and 1837. 
John Bell served a partial term as Speaker of the U.S. House, 1834-35, but was 
defeated by Polk in his bid for reelection to that post in 1835; he headed Hugh 
Lawson White's Tennessee presidential campaign in 1836 and subsequently be­
came one of Tennessee's most powerful Whigs. 
7. A Pulaski lawyer, Neill S. Brown represented Giles County in the Ten­
nessee House, 1837-39; ran an unsuccessful race for Congress against Aaron 
V. Brown in 1843; won election as a presidential elector on the Whig ticket in 
1844; served one term as governor of Tennessee, 184 7-49; and went to Russia 
as U.S. minister from 1850 to 1853. Joining the Know-Nothing party, he served 
one term as Speaker of the Tennessee House, 1855-57. 
8. William R. Harris. A lawyer from Henry County and an older brother of 
Isham G. Harris, William R. Harris was judge of the Ninth Judicial Circuit from 
1836 until 1845. Six years later Harris removed to Memphis. 
9. James W Dougherty, a lawyer, represented Perry County in the Tennessee 
House for one term, 1837-39. 
10. Not identified further. 
1 1 .  Stephen C. Pavatt, probably Samuel Polk Caldwell, probably Joseph S. 
Douglas, Lucien B. Chase, and William C. Dunlap. A lawyer from Huntington, 
Pavatt served as a Democrat in the Tennessee House, 1833-37, and in the state 
Senate, 1851-53; ran unsuccessfully for Congress in 1839, 1841,  1843, and 1853; 
and moved from Huntington to Camden in 1846. Caldwell was the eldest son 
of Silas M. Caldwell and Lydia Eliza Polk Caldwell, Polk's sister. Douglas, a 
colonel in the Tennessee militia, occasionally served as Polk's agent in managing 
properties in Perry County. Chase practiced law in Charlotte, Tenn. ,  until 1843, 
when he moved to Clarksville and formed a partnership with Willie B. Johnson; 
Chase won election as a Democrat to two terms in the U.S. House, 1845-49; at the 
end of his second term he moved to New York City. A lawyer from Bolivar, Tenn., 
Dunlap served as a Democratic congressman, 1833-37, prior to his election as a 
state judge in 1840. 
FROM JOHN M. DAVIS 1 
My dear Sir, Wilkins P.O. ally, co. Pa. Septr. 9th 1844 
Should the purity of my motives fail to plead an apology for the liberty 
I am taking in addressing you at this time, I can scarcely expect that my 
acquaintance with you Will, as it was so limitted, that I presume you will 
not recollect me, which happened at the time Genl. Jackson was retiring 
from the Presidency, that I fell in with the company passing through 
Washington county in this state. But, under the present Political crisis 
of affairs I have thought that perhaps it might not be unacceptable for 
you to hear how our elections in Pennsylvania are progressing; and at 
the same time give you my candid opinion relative to the final result. 
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Both the great leading parties are highly excited. The Whigs are im­
mensely so, and appear determined to carry their point at all hazards. 
They are in the field as in 1840 with all their usual foolery, of the most 
unn1eaning character, such as live Racoons, old Racoon skins, gourds, 
hard cider in Logcabins, together with the most ridiculous songs, and 
singers hired for the campaign to sing them. Also they have a number 
of stump speakers hired who attends their public meetings, and promul­
gates such falshoods as their committees chooses to dictate to them, and 
seldom are they instructed to utter a word of truth. 
Permit me here to inform you, that all their parade and falshoods will 
be unavailing. They are doomed to be defeated in Pennsylvania. They 
hoodwinked the unsuspecting class of this community by their display 
of racoons, racoonskins, Banners, vulgar songs & false promises of Two 
dollars a day and roast beef. But I am thoroughly convinced, they can­
not do it the second time. There never has been a period since the sec­
ond election of Genl. Jackson that the Democratic party in Pennsylvania 
were so completely united as they are at the present juncture: and when 
united they cannot be defeated. 
The Whigs are making large calculations on the success that attended 
them in 1840, when Genl. Harrison gained from three to four hundred 
votes over Mr. Van Buren, but they never appear to take into considera­
tion how their novel mode of electioneering, promising a change of tin1es 
for the better, (which has not been realized,)  played upon the feelings of 
the unweary2 & unsuspecting class of the community. Moreover they 
don't seem to know that many of Mr. Van Buren's former friends had 
lost confidence in him, and actually did not attend the election, which 
was clearly demonstrated at a more recent election in 1843 for canal­
commissioners, wherein a complete strength of parties was manifested, 
and the democratic candidates were elected by 14,000 of a majority. 
I have been a close observer of the political movements ofboth parties 
for a considerable time, and my opportunity for obtaining information 
in the Western district of Penna. has been good having contracted an 
extensive and intimate acquaintance throughout the same, during the 
time I was marshal under the Administration of Genl. Jackson; and I do 
candidly say to you, without exagerating in the slightest degree, that my 
opinion is fron1 every thing I can learn, that the Democratic majority for 
President & vice President will fall but little if any short of from 15 to 
20,000 in this state. 
At our last election for Govr. in 1840 the democratic candidate as he 
was called had 23,000 of a majority but that was not a fair test, as there 
were as many Whigs as democrats voted for him believing him more 
favorable to the Banking system than their own candidate. 3 
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I am one of those who firmly believes that the fortuitous events which 
has occured within a few years past amongst some of our great men, 
was intended by the Supreme ruler of the Universe to favor our beloved 
nation. The death of Genl. Harrison I shall always consider relieved 
our country from the scourge of a National Bank, as I am firmly of 
opinion had he lived he would have been so importuned by his party, 
that he would have signed the Bill which Mr. Tyler had nerve and 
courage enough to Veto. 4 And again in Penn. the recent death of Mr. 
Muhlenburg will undoubtedly make a very great and favorable change 
in our approaching elections. Mr. M. was the democratic candidate 
for Gov. and he having been in 1835 improperly smuggled upon the 
party in opposition to the regularly nominated candidate, George Wolf, 
(both democrats) which created a division in the ranks 5; and the con­
sequence was Joseph Ritner the Whig & anti Masonic candidate was 
elected; and in the first session of the Legislature under his Admin­
istration was passed that odious Bill granting the charter to establish 
that Hydra headed monster the U.S.  Bank in Penna. 6; and the recol­
lection of Mr. Muhlenburg having coincided in this 1nismanaged step, 
and suffering himself to be run by a minority of the party in 1835 could 
not have failed if he had lived, but to create another division in the 
ranks of the democratic party as respects the election of Governor, at 
our October election; and there is no knowing what effect it would have 
produced on the Presidential election in N ovr. But, we are now re­
lieved from that catastrophe. Mr. Muhlenburg is no more; and Fran­
cis R. Shrunk has been nominated by acclamation at a recent conven­
tion held on the 2d. Inst: 7 who is certainly the most Popular man at 
this time in Penna. for that office; and who will completely unite the 
whole strength of the democratic party at the October election, which 
will have a benificial influence on the Presidential election in Novem­
ber. For if we were to loose the governors election on the 8th of Octo­
ber it would arrouse and greatly encourage the Whigs with fresh vigour, 
and discourage the Democrats; and no doubt induce many to Join the 
whigs believing them the strong party, and others would become care­
less and not attend the election. But as that difficulty is now obvi­
ated, We can stand like faithfull Sentinels on the Watch Tower and Cry 
all 's Well. 
I have spun this communication out, more lengthy than I intended 
when I commenced, but I hope you will excuse me when I assure you that 
I am actuated by pure phlantropy; and if I convey any information you 
are not in possession of I flatter myself it will be found correct. Should 
you not recollect me I beg leave to refer you to my venerable, worthy 
and much esteemed friend General Jackson, from whom I have reed. 
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more disinterested friendship than I ever did from any other man, and 
to whom I owe a greater debt of gratitude than I will ever be able to pay. 
JNO. M. DAVIS 
P.S. The Revd. Doctor Campbell 8 desires me to present his best wishes 
to you; and say to you that he is sincerely your friend, and prays that 
you may be successfull in your election. J.M.D. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Enclosed without seal or cover in Andrew Jackson to Polk, 
September 17, 1844. 
1. John M. Davis held commissions in the U.S. army, 1807-15 and 1816-2 1,  
and fought at the Battle of New Orleans. An ardent Jacksonian, he later served 
as U.S. marshal for the western district of Pennsylvania during the 1830's. 
2.  Misspelling of the word "unwary. " 
3. David R. Porter, as iron manufacturer and Democrat, defeated Joseph 
Ritner in Pennsylvania's gubernatorial race of 1839 .. Serving in the governor's 
chair from 1839 to 1845, Porter took a conciliatory approach toward the bank­
ing industry and favored protective tariffs. During his second term, opponents 
in the legislature tried unsuccessfully to impeach him. 
4. John Tyler vetoed two Whig-sponsored bank bills in 1841 .  
5. George Wolf served two full terms and one session of a third term in the 
U.S. House, 1824-29. Governor of Pennsylvania from 1829 until 1835, Wolf was 
nominally a Jacksonian Democrat; but many Pennsylvanians believed that he 
was too friendly toward the Second Bank of the United States. The anti-Wolf 
wing of the Pennsylvania Democracy nominated Henry A. P. Muhlenberg for 
governor in 1835, thus occasioning a public split between the "Wolves" and the 
"Mules." 
6. Upon expiration of the federal charter of the Second Bank of the United 
States in 1836, Nicholas Biddle secured from the Pennsylvania legislature a state 
charter creating the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania. 
7. References are to the death of Henry A. P. Muhlenberg, Democratic can­
didate for governor, and to the substitute nomination of Francis R. Shunk by 
a specially-called meeting of the Pennsylvania State Democratic Convention at 
Harrisburg on September 2, 1844. 
8. Allan D. Campbell of Pennsylvania served as pastor of Nashville's First 
Presbyterian Church from 1820 to 1827. 
FROM HOPKINS L. TURNEY 
Dear Sir Winchester Sept. the lOth 1844. 
I have just received your Second Letter. 1 Since my answer to your 
first, 2 I Should have answerd your before this 3 but for the fact, that 
I had writen to John Bell to know if a democratick Speaker would be 
admitted at his appointments. Seeing that Coe had a long list of ap­
pointments which conflicted with Bells, I had determined on meeting 
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Bell at his appointments and had made every arrangement to do so, but 
as Coe has made his arrangements to do so, I will not, and now I find 
myself without any appointment or arrangement whatever. Henry only 
has three appointments 1 in Robinson 4 & 2 in Sumner, & then the next 
at Pikeville, &c. It is too far to ride for these appointments especially as 
we know he will be met in Sumner. As you know all the arrangements 
and also the Sections of the State that has been canvassed, as well as 
those that has not, and as my only object is to promote the cause, I have 
determined to troope about here and the adjoining counties until you 
designate my work between this and the election, and in laying off for 
me I desire you to Send me where I can do the most good, regardless 
of where I have been. Do this as Soon as may be conveneant. Publish 
the appointments and write me I am now willing to go it fron this to the 
election. 
I would gladly give you a history of My Tour in East Tennessee but can 
not in the Limits of a Letter. I will say however I tracked Bell privately 
and publicly on this state. 
I do not know what was done in the middle division while I was in the 
east. Has the counties of Decalb, White, Putnam, Jackson, Smith, &c on 
the North Side of the State been canvassed? 
H. L. TURNEY 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 16, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  Letter not found. 
2. Neither Polk's letter of August 31 ,  1844, nor Turney's reply has been 
found. 
3. Syntax garbled. Turney probably intended to say that he would have an­
swered Polk's "first letter sooner" ;  apparently Turney had responded to Polk's 
letter of August 31  just prior to receiving Polk's second letter. 
4. Turney probably intended to write "Robertson. "  
FROM JOHN ANDERSON 1 
Portland, Me. September 1 1, 1844 
Anderson states that Maine's electoral vote will go to Polk and Dallas; explains 
that both houses of the legislature are strongly Democratic and will cast their 
state's votes for the party's ticket. 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Portland lawyer, Anderson won election to four terms in the U.S. House, 
1825-33; became mayor of Portland in 1833; served as U.S. attorney for Maine, 
1833-36; and twice held the post of customs collector for Portland, 1837-4 1 and 
1843-48. 
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FROM JONATHAN I. CODDINGTON 1 
My dear Sir New York Sept. 1 1 ,  1844 
Permit me to congratulate you on the glorious result of the Election in 
Maine. Anderson the Democratic candidate for Govr. is elected by about 
7000 majority over his whig competitor & by about 4000 over abolition & 
all others. 2 This is a very different result to what we had in Sept 1840. 3 
This result in Maine together with the nomination of Silas Wright in this 
State which secures it to you & settles the Presidential question in the 
judgement of our most intelligent Democrats. I have witnessed every 
election in this city since 1 798 and I can say without any exaggeration 
that I have never seen as much zeal & enthusiasm from that time to this 
as exhibitted at our mass meetings of last evening & the night before at 
Tammany Hall & Castle garden. 4 Your old friend Mr. C. C. Cambreleng5 
made a very excellent speech last night to a very numerous audience & 
which was most enthusiastically received by them. The Elections that 
are to take place in Octr. in the States of Maine N. Jersey & Pena. will no 
doubt follow suit with Maine & elect the Democrat governors and there 
is not the shadow of a doubt but of your election to the Presidency in 
November. At all events this is now the firm and decided opinion of your 
democratic friends in this city and I know it is the opinion of our mutual 
friend M.r. Van Buren and no one knows better he having information 
from most every state in the Union. (In great haste. )  
J. I .  CoDDINGTON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  .Jonathan I. Coddington, a merchant and postmaster of New York City since 
1836, ran as the Democratic candidate for mayor in 1844; he lost that contest 
to James Harper, the Native American candidate. In 1845 Silas Wright, Jr. , and 
Martin Van Buren supported Coddington's application for customs collector of 
New York City. 
2. A friend and supporter of Martin Van Buren, Hugh J. Anderson won two 
terms in the U.S. House, 1837-41 ,  and served as governor of Maine from 1844 
until 184 7. In the 1844 gubernatorial election he received a majority of the votes 
cast in the election, thus defeating both the Whig candidate, Edward Robinson, 
and the Liberty party candidate, James Appleton. 
3. In mid-September 1840 the Whigs won Maine's gubernatorial election and 
a majority of both the congressional and state legislative races. In the presi­
dential election of that year, Maine went for the Whig candidate, William Henry 
Harrison. 
4. On the evenings of September 9 and 10, 1844, the Democrats of New York 
City held mass meetings and endorsed the party's nomination of Silas Wright, 
.Jr. , for governor and Addison Gardiner for lieutenant governor. 
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5. A party stalwart and member of Martin Van Buren's inner circle, Chur­
chill C. Cambreleng was engaged in mercantile business in New York and served 
nine terms as a Democrat in the U.S. House, 182 1-39. Van Buren appointed 
him minister to Russia, 1840-41.  In his speech at Castle Garden, Cambreleng 
praised the nominations of Polk and Wright. 
FROM WILLIAM H.  HAYWOOD, JR. 
My Dear Sir Raleigh 1 1 .  Sept. 1844 
Before this time you have seen the vindication 1 &c and all I have to 
regret about it is that our distance apart and my distance from Mecklen­
burg prevented its being made more conclusive. I wanted and tried very 
hard to procure a copy of Record showing his appointment as Sheriff so 
as to state it as a fact instead of "it is believed. "  But I wrote for it until 
I got tired of receiving no reply. So of his Commn. as a Militia Col: The 
State kept no record or list of such appointn1ents. Being called & known 
as Col .  is to be sure strong proof but not so strong as Record evidence. If 
that Commn. is still in the family I want a Certified Copy without delay. 
I apprehend there is to be a reply as it is thought here that Mr. Badger2 
is preparing one, tho: he will keep his name off of it. They are a reckless 
pack & will no doubt bring out Col. Wm. Polks declarations heretofore 
alluded to by me. How will the old man's sons like that? 3  I have my 
own opinions but will not write them even to you. A confidential letter 
of Bishop Polks to Dr. R. 4 is in my hands but of course nothing shall or 
ought to alude of its publication without his leave. If any thing occurs 
to you or is in your possession that I might counteract such a statement 
with, lose no time in sending it. I want nothing sent to my address jointly 
with any one else. Please do not forget that. I have sent to Mecklenburg 
for the Genl. Davie Copy of Declaration 5 and hope it will be forwarded 
to me. I lost a great deal of time & spent some labor before publishing 
vindication to possess myself of record proof Sheriff appoint. ,  and Col. of 
Militia and to get an inspection of the Document left by Genl. Davie. 
I think it is probable that the address or vindication will be met by 
abuse of E .P6 and your humble servant. Indeed it is so much the habit 
of Federalists to abuse me when they get frightened that I almost take 
hope from their fears this week that North Carolina may vote for you in 
Nov. But I cannot count upon it. 
I rejoice to perceive that in other sections and especially in Tennessee 
our friends are so full of reasonable expections. But really it is too 
bad for men to be abused as political candidates are in our Country: 
"N'Importe. " 7 The Raleigh paper of today has in it an address to No. 
Caro. which will do for N.C. if any thing will do. I shall send you a 
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Copy. It is mine of course. 8 For I find my reputation amongst friends as 
a writer the people can understand quite onerous to me. They oblige me 
to labour all the time & my health is indifferent enough any way. An­
other will follow this address in a different shape, not to say a reply to 
such answer as it may provoke. 
You are no doubt too much engaged however to read such things. Our 
friends in Tennessee I presume will attend to the circulation of the Vindi­
cation. If it is approved. The Committee here were not able to do much 
that way. F. P. Blair is pleased with it and published it in Daily, senli­
weekly, and Dollar Globe. 9 He wrote me that he thought it "admirable" 
& conclusive. 
R.M.S. 10 you observe is not associated with me in the defense for many 
reasons. The chief of which (not personal) is that he had been one of 
the Blunderers about "signers " 1 1  and it was due to the subject & to the 
integrity of history to correct that matter and our friends here thought 
it better not to have his name to the exposure of an error that he had 
fallen into as deeply as any one before him. 
The honest!!! defamers of your Grandfather who published the Copy 
of Declaration "as one taken from the executive office" when there was 
none other to copy from were not exposed because I design�J to give ef­
fect to truth by avoiding censure of any one, to put the cause of your 
Grandfather in no degree upon the malignity of your enemies. 
I shall be gratified to know that my efforts are not without approbation 
on success but more so that I have had it in my power to show you that 
the affection of early youth has matured into a friendship of maturer life 
which I hope will continue always. 
My warmest regards to you and to Mrs. Polk. 
WILL H. HAYWOOD, JR. 
P.S. If by a quiet systematic organization of our party we can bring to 
the Polks the Whole of Hoke 's vote it will elect you in No. Caro. 12 The 
Federalists have not yet discovered the fact that Hoke's vote falls very 
little below Harrisons in 1840. Not more than 600 or 700 behind it. They 
are under the false impression that the Federal vote fell off in 1844. Not 
so. Both sides increased their vote. We the most & hence our approach 
within 3000 of Grahams vote in 1844. 13 We are endeavoring to possess 
our party of this fact & not to apprize the Feds of their mistake. If the 
People of N.C. Get an alarm about altering the Constitution they will not 
vote for Clay. 14 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Elizabeth Gregory 
McPherson, ed. ,  "Unpublished Letters from North Carolinians to Polk," NCHR, 
XVI (July 1939), pp. 344-45. 
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1 .  Haywood published his "Vindication " article, which defended Ezekiel 
Polk's loyalty to the revolutionary cause, in the Washington Globe of Septem­
ber 2, 1844. 
2 .  George E. Badger, a North Carolina lawyer, legislator, and superior court 
judge, served as secretary of the navy under William H. Harrison and John Tyler 
in 1841 ;  subsequently he served as a Whig in the U.S. Senate, 1846-55. 
3.  In 1844 Lucius J., Leonidas, George Washington, and Andrew Jackson Polk 
survived their father, William Polk of Raleigh, N.C. 
4. Leonidas Polk and J. G. M. Ramsey. An 1827 graduate of the U.S. Mili­
tary academy at West Point, Leonidas Polk resigned his army commission after 
one year to prepare for a ministry in the Protestant Episcopal Church; he was 
ordained priest in 1831 .  In 1838 he was elected missionary bishop of the South­
west; three years later he was chosen bishop of Louisiana. During the Civil War 
he served as a lieutenant general in the Confederate army; he was killed in action 
at Pine Mountain near Marietta, Ga. , in 1864. 
5. Reference is to William R. Davie's copy of John McKnitt Alexander's nar­
rative account of a meeting of Mecklenburg County militia delegates held on 
May 19-20, 1775, and of subsequent proceedings of a court of inquiry held, ac­
cording to Alexander's narrative, by authority of the resolves adopted on May 
20 and of additional resolves issued on May 31 ,  1775. ADS, copy. Davie's copy 
is dated September 3, 1800. NcU-SHC. Alexander's narrative includes the pu­
tative text of the May 20th resolves, which collectively formed the Mecklenburg 
Declaration of Independence as it was known to and denominated by Haywood 
and his contemporaries. Davie was reared near Charlotte, N.C., in the Wax­
haw settlement; was graduated from Princeton College in 1 776; fought in the 
Revolutionary War and attained the rank of colonel in the North Carolina line; 
served in the North Carolina legislature, 1786-98; represented his state in the 
Constitutional Convention; played an important role in founding the University 
of North Carolina; became governor of the state in 1798; and retired in 1805 
from public life to his plantation in Lancaster County, S.C. Following Davie's 
death in 1820, his copy of the Alexander narrative was sent to Alexander's heir 
and son, Joseph McKnitt Alexander; the "Davie copy" subsequently passed into 
the hands of David L. Swain, governor of North Carolina, 1832-35, and pres­
ident of the University of North Carolina, 1835-68; upon the resignation of 
Swain from the University's presidency, the "Davie copy" was misfiled in the 
collections of the North Carolina Historical Society and thus lost to scholarship 
until found in 1917 by J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton. For a thorough review of 
the historiographical controversies relating to the historicity of the Mecklen­
burg Declaration of Independence, see Richard N. Current, "That Other Dec­
laration: May 20, 1775-May 20, 1975,"  The North Carolina Historical Review, 
LIV (April 1977), pp. 169-91 .  For the provenance and significance of the "Davie 
copy" of Alexander's narrative, see V.V. McNitt, Chain of error and the Meck­
lenburg Declarations of Independence: A New Study of Manuscripts: Their Use, 
Abuse, and Neglect (Hampden Hills Press: Palmer, Mass. ,  & New York, 1960) , 
pp. 93-98. 
6. Edwin F. Polk. 
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7. French phrase meaning "it's no matter. " 
8. Haywood's anonymous article, probably published in the Raleigh North 
Carolina Standard, is not identified further. 
9. Reference is to the several editions of the Washington Globe. 
10. Romulus M. Saunders. 
11 .  Speaking at a Democratic mass meeting in Charlotte, N.C., on July 23, 
1844, Saunders claimed that Ezekiel Polk had signed the Mecklenburg Decla­
ration of Independence; Haywood did not accept the notion that the resolutions 
had been written as a separate document and signed by those attending the mili­
tia delegation meeting of May 20, 1775. 
12. Michael Hoke lost his bid for the North Carolina governorship in state 
elections held on August 1, 1844. A lawyer and Democratic member of the North 
Carolina House from 1835 to 1842, Hoke died on September 9, 1844. 
13. In the 1844 gubernatorial election in North Carolina, Michael Hoke re­
ceived 39,433 votes and William A. Graham, 42,486. 
14. Haywood's point of reference is not identified. 
FROM WILLIAM C. HAZEN 1 
Dear Colo. Covington Tenn. Sept. 11th 1844 
I reed. yours of the 2nd inst. on yesterday2 & rejoice at the prospect 
of the success of the Democracy in Tennessee. We have been gaining I 
believe all over the State but the great question is can we gain enough to 
carry the State. I know that our friends are sanguine, and so is the press, 
but I fear they do not look at the matter right. They do not properly 
estimate the determination of the Whigs, their perfect organization, and 
their desperation, for it is now "neck or nothing." 3  They will make a 
desperate effort to have every voter to the polls, and I really believe in 
some places, more votes than voters. What I most fear is, that minute, 
thorough, and complete organization will not be had by the Democrats. 
If they do, I believe we will carry Tennessee. 
I have just seen Wm. Gillespie, 4 formerly of Maury, who has been in 
Hardeman & Fayette. He says they are making large preparations to 
be at our mass meeting near Wesley. (You will see by the Spy, 5 that the 
committee of arrangements thought it best to postpone the meeting un­
til the 3rd of October) .  He also says at the Democratic meeting at bluff 
Creek all was in the right spirit, that the company of squatters number­
ing 200 marched into Somerville, and the best of the proceedings was 
that eleven Whigs tnarched in with them, and renounced their allegiance 
to the Coon. 
We are rather increasing in this county. 6 Since I last wrote you, We 
have secured four whom we considered doubtful and I think there is 
a good chance for several more. If it could possibly be arranged so 
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that some of the distinguished speakers from other states could be pro­
cured to speak at Wesley, I really believe we should have 8 or 10,000 
persons in council. Can this be done in time and published in the 
Union? It is of vast importance. It would bring such a crowd as would 
infuse enthusiasm into our ranks heretofore unknown in this end of 
the State. There is as much opening in the District as any other por­
tion of the State. I believe as much or more capital can be made here 
than either division. Our people are ripe for it, particularly in Tip­
ton, Hardeman Haywood Lauderdale & Fayette. If we had Mellville or 
MarshalF I would insure 100 votes from the direct & subsequent ef­
fects. 
I had almost forgotten the money in troubling you about my notions 
for political movements. Mr. Adams paid me the balance of the note I 
held on him of yours three or four days since, amounting to $49. 49/100 
with intst. ,  if I have made no mistake. 8 I enclose to you forty nine dol­
lars, and will hand you over the balance some time or other, probably 
the 4th of March next! as I design going to Philadelphia about that 
time. 
Our cotton crop is pretty good though injured by the drought. Other 
crops fair. 
WM. C. HAZEN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 24, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  William C. Hazen, a Democrat and Covington merchant, presided over the 
Tipton County Court for two years, 1832-33. 
2.  Letter not found. 
3.  Quotation by David Crockett, printed in Narrative of the Life of David 
Crockett of the State of Tennessee Written by Himself (7th ed. ;  Baltimore: Carrey, 
Hart & Co. ,  1834) , p. 198. 
4. Not identified further. 
5. Somerville Spy. 
6. Tipton County. 
7. Gansevoort Melville and probably Thomas F. Marshall. A New York Demo­
crat, Melville was appointed secretary of legation to Great Britain in 1845. 
8. Hazen served as Polk's agent in collecting two promissory notes held on 
Benjamin Adams, a Tipton County planter. 
FROM WILLIAM L. MARCY 
My dear Sir: Albany 1 1th Sept. 1844 
I intimated in my former letter 1 that I would probably write you again 
after we had past some of the difficult places in our way in this state. 
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We have now got over the worst and well over it. Gov. Bouck was in 
his first term and had been faithful to the party & its principles, & he 
& his friends claimed what had been usual at least a second term; it 
seemed to imply a censure not to give it to him. Mr. Wright was properly, 
of course highly esteemed by all and those who appreciated him most 
highly wished to have him remain as he is, a national man; he himself 
was much opposed to the position which has been assigned him. The 
current in the rank & file ran so strong for him for Gov. that it could not 
be resisted. He is very popular and adds great strength to the tickets 
both national & state. The feeling is confident and my best judgment 
fully endorses it. There is but one thing & that is not likely to happen 
which can at all shake this confidence. We have had the national issues 
both as to measures & candidates long enough before us to be convinced 
that they take well and good policy therefore requires that they should be 
kept up as the main issues, and all State questions should be regarded 
as subordinate. There is some danger that the placing Mr. Wright on 
the ticket will give too much prominence to state affairs. In regard to 
these there is not quite so much harmony as we could wish. Though 
the whigs broke down the credit of the state during the short time they 
were at the head of our affairs since the restoration of the democratic 
party it has been completely invigorated. To do this it was necessary 
to suspend the public works, & they were left in an unfinished though 
some of them far advanced state. Many sections of the state are directly 
interested in the resumption of them. The Whigs advocate that measure 
generally and democrats in the interested localities really wish it success; 
and as money can now be borrowed by the state at less than 5 per cent, 
they see not sufficient reason for delaying resumption very long. Mr. 
Wright is supposed to be strongly opposed to the policy and so indeed 
are the mass of the Democratic party. If this should be, as the whigs 
intend it shall, a prominent question in the election, it may disturb its 
harmonious action. Local interests act, as you are aware, more intensely 
than general policy. It is not certain we should lose by such an issue 
yet as the present condition of things is well I would if possible avoid 
new issues, particularly as we are in our best judgment in the majority. 
Minorities may safely experiment. 
We are fully aware that the force of the enemy will mass upon our 
line. They think or at least greatly fear that without New York Mr. Clay 
cannot be elected with it they hope he may. We mean to be prepared for 
them and act as if the destiny of the country depended upon us. 
We dread the profuse use of money but it is not a new element. Our 
adversaries have for a long time used it lavishly [ . . .  ] 2 we have generally 
prevailed. 
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I am now satisfied that they cannot get the whole or even a large por­
tion of the abolition vote for Mr. Clay, but some part of it they will get; 
but I do not think they can do without the whole of it & even with the 
whole their success would be quite doubtful. I know that I am not up 
to the confident tone of our party but I am not a sanguine man & hith­
erto have not been deceived on the wrong side. Yet I unhesitatingly say 
that the indications which have in past times foreshadowed events are 
decidedly favorable. They promise success to our cause. 
w. L. MARCY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See William L. Marcy to Polk, June 28, 1844. 
2. Manuscript damaged. 
FROM JAMES M. WILLIAMSON 1 
Somerville, Tenn. September 1 1, 1844 
Acknowledges receipt of Polk's September 8th favor2 and agrees to go to Mem­
phis and urge Stanton 3 to participate in the campaign. Relates that Stanton 
and his family are unwell. Notes that since August 1 there has been unparal­
leled sickness with many deaths in that part of Tennessee. States that the mass 
meeting at Wesley, scheduled for September 12, has been postponed until Oc­
tober 3. Expects that the Texas Blues, a Fayette County militia company, will 
attract a large gathering in Somerville tomorrow. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia via Nashville. 
1. Williamson, formerly a resident of North Carolina and a member of that 
state's House of Commons, 1834-36, moved in 1838 to Somerville in Tennessee's 
Fayette County and took up the practice of law. He served in the Tennessee 
Senate from 1845 until 184 7. 
2. Letter not found. 
3. A Memphis lawyer, Frederick P. Stanton, served as a Democrat in the U.S. 
House, 1845-55, and as governor of the Kansas Territory, 1858--61 .  
FROM EDWIN F. POLK 
Dear Sir. Bolivar Sept. 12th 1844 
Yours dated Sept. 4th reached me on yesterday, 1 and I take the first 
opportunity to answer it. Enclosed according to request I send you the 
"extracts " which I copied while at Dr. Ramseys. 2 Dr. Ramsey was then 
pursuing his historical investigations as to protection, 3 and doubtless 
will furnish other interesting facts, the fruits of his research expecting 
that he would propose the vindication to be published in pamphlet form. 4 
I wrote him a long letter detailing all that I had heard concerning the 
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case of E.P.'s story, and also advised him to speak something as to his 
claims to the authorship of the ((Mecklenburg Declaration. " From what 
I learned in Mecklenburg and from the manner in which it came out I 
have not the slightest doubt that he either wrote the instrument, or as­
sisted materially in doing so. As for examining into Shocco Jones history 
of N.C. 5 since my return, I find there that in detailing the evidence as to 
the authenicity of the "Declaration " much reliance is placed on the letter 
of Gen. Graham 6 as to the details of getting up the Declaration. He says 
that the duty of preparing the Declaration was left to a committee of 
three, Brevard a Mr. Kennon and a third person not recollected. 7 I would 
like to know who prepares the pamphlet before it is prepared so that I 
may write him on these subjects or get Dr. Ramsey to forward what I 
wrote to him. My last "Mecklenburg" Jeffersonian 8 contains the state­
ment of old Query one of the old revolutionary soldiers, of whom I told 
you & whose statement I did not procure. 9 I saw the heresay testimony 
of two or three old persons published from the Charlotte Whig paper. I 
consider it very lame & foolish. I did not hear of such persons whilst I 
was in Mecklenburg. I will procure the statement of Paris Alexander 10 
and send it by next tuesday Wednesdays mail. I cannot go before that. 
I could procure it to be done before but not so well perhaps as I could 
do it. I left the Statements which I procured in N.C. with Col. Laughlin, 
and he told me that they should appear that week. 11 I was surprised at 
their non appearance, but expected that you had so [ . . .  ] 12 it. 
Several Whigs whose fathers were from N.C. in this part of the Coun­
try have openly denied the charge though in remote parts of the country 
they are or have been using it. Wardlo Howard & H. G. Smith 13 came 
near fighting about it in Clay club room some time ago & Howard openly 
left the party on account of it & is a warm Democrat. I have just heard 
this a day or two since. I think it highly necessary that a full statement 
should appear immediately. A letter from Gen. Sanders 14 says that the 
Democrats will turn it their advantage in N.C. Cave Johnson spoke near 
Whiteville yesterday, as the Wesley meeting was postponed and there 
was some misunderstanding as [ . . .  ] 15 the time of his speaking here on 
account different [ . . .  ] being struck. I thought it best to leave out the 
place & have a grand rally at Whiteville a barbecue & there were over 
2,000 persons present & a fine impression made. Our military compa­
nies are concentrating wherever he goes. We will increase our majority 
here over 400 votes. If MeN airy is well canvassed we will carry it. A. V. 
Brown 16 can do more there than any one else. Stanton wants to go to M. 
Tennessee but our friends have thought that he could do more in Perry 
Henderson & Carroll. I will tell him the wishes of the Democracy there & 
urge him to so. He is doing nobly here. Our Democratick forces ought to 
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be canvassing every nook & corner of the District for the canvass will be 
fixed by first of Oct. Every meeting of the Democracy is a mass meeting 
in this part of the District. A mass meeting in MeN airy on the 20th. 
E. PoLK 
[P.S.] The mail about to close. Let me know who prepares the pam­
phlet. EP 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 17, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Enclosures not found. 
3. Reference is to patriots who during the Revolutionary War protected their 
property from sequestration by swearing loyalty to the British crown. 
4. The Nashville Union of September 1 1 ,  1844, carried a revision of J. G. M. 
Ramsey's 1841 "Vindication" of Ezekiel Polk's conduct during the Revolution. 
5. Reference is to Joseph Seawell "Schocco" Jones, Memorials of North Car­
olina (1838) .  
6 .  On October 4 ,  1830, Joseph Graham wrote to Joseph McKnitt Alexander 
and recalled the events of the meeting of May 20, 1775; Graham's letter was 
printed first in David L. Swain, ed., The Declaration of Independence by the Cit­
izens of Mecklenburg County on the Twentieth of May, 1 775, with Accompanying 
Documents and the Proceedings of the Cumberland Association Published by the 
Governor, Under the Authority and Direction of the General Assembly of the State 
of North Carolina (1831) .  Graham, a native of Pennsylvania, moved as a youth 
with his family to Mecklenburg County, N.C. , in 1768. He fought the Revolution­
ary War, sat in the North Carolina Senate, served as a trustee of the University 
of North Carolina, and acquired a substantial fortune from the profits of his iron 
mine, furnace, and forge in Lincoln County, N.C. 
7. Ephraim Brevard and William Kennon. Brevard, a 1768 graduate of the 
College of New Jersey, and Kennon, a lawyer from Salisbury, N.C., are not iden­
tified further. 
8. Charlotte Mecklenburg Jeffersonian. 
9. William Queary's certificate, dated August 10, 1844, was included in the 
Nashville "Vindication" article of September 11 ,  1844. 
10. A resident of Madison County in 1840, Alexander is not further identified. 
11 .  Reference is to the publication of additional certificates in the Nashville 
Star Spangled Banner. A McMinnville lawyer and founding editor of the Nash­
ville Union, Samuel H. Laughlin agreed to return to the Union in 1844 and edit 
its campaign newspaper, The Star Spangled Banner; he served three terms as a 
Democrat in the Tennessee Senate, 1839-45. 
12. Word illegible. 
13. Wardlow Howard and H. G. Smith. Howard married Mary Wilson Polk, 
daughter of William Wilson and Elizabeth Dodd Polk, in Hardeman County, 
Tenn., on December 27, 1834. H. G. Smith is not identified further. 
14. Romulus M. Saunders. 
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15. Manuscript damaged here and one line below. 
16. Aaron V. Brown, Polk's former law partner and longtime friend from Pu­
laski, served in the Tennessee Senate and House, 1821-33, in the U.S. House, 
1839-45, and in the governorship, 1845-47. From 1857 until his death in 1859, 
Brown was postmaster general in the administration of James Buchanan. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Sep. 12,  1844 
Yours of the 8th from Nashville came by this days Mail. 1 I wrote you 
four days ago2 & I hope my letter may reach you in Nashville. It con­
tained a copy of one received from Mr. Haywood & informing me that he 
had forwarded to the Globe3 a full vindication, &c. ,  & that it would be 
forthwith forwarded by Mr. Blair to me. It has not yet appeared in the 
Globe, but certainly will in the next. I sent on to H. extracts to be for­
warded by him to the Globe to be inserted as an apendix with the proofs 
already in his possession. I hope tho you got my last, & therefore will 
repeat no more of it, only that I think it well to furnish the Globe with 
the Union4 that contains the Tennessee proofs as H. may not have seen 
them before he finished the vindication. 
We have all written to A. Johnson, 5 urging him to meet Henry. I 
wrote also to Lowry6 & other friends above to join us in the applica­
tion, & last Monday morning as all our friends were leaving my house 
on their way to the Kingsport Barbacue 7 the last thing I mentioned was 
for them to bring Johnson back with them so as to meet Henry either 
at Pikeville of the appointment the day after. I look for him confidently 
here on the 15th. We sent a very respectable delegation to Kingsport: 
Reynolds, Eastman, Crozier, Lyon, 8 indeed all our most active friends, 
are up there to day, so that Barton & Jones 9 will have a thin house to­
morrow in town. I have rode out into the neighborhood & requested our 
country friends that are at home to go to Knoxville tomorrow. I will be 
there myself as I wish to see Jones & Barton with a view to change some 
of their appointments. They ought to propose to Barrow 10 to draw in 
his appointments & adopt theirs. If this is not done tho, we will have 
some one to meet Barrow every where. The moment Crozier returns 
from Kingsport he will either meet him or some one else will. Crozier 
was all last week in the Clinch counties 1 1  attending to the Sub-elector 
Wm. Williams 12 in the 2nd Dist. On Friday last WW abandoned the 
field. C. reports favorably from all that country, & my accounts are all 
very favorable-even Jefferson 13 is doing well, & I am glad to hear from 
abroad that every where the most perfect Union & active zeal charac­
terise the Democrats. The withdrawal of Mr. Tyler 14 has dispirited our 
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Whig neighbours, & must I think be followed in these States with deci­
sive results. 
But on all these subjects I need not say a word more to you. This letter 
will be mailed at this office but after I go to town if I learn anything 
further I will write you from there. My health is rather better & I hope 
after a few frosts that "Richard will be himself again" 15 but I have been 
extremely debilitated, & am still weak but ride about some every day. 
I am anxious to see both the Globe & the Union. The slanders against 
E.P. 16 have hurt the Whigs I believe, & they are evidently getting tired 
of it, & the better ones ashamed of it & even censuring it. 
J. G. M. RAMsEY 
[P.S.] Conner 17 has not yet written me from New-York as I believe I wrote 
to you he had promised to do. He is every way reliable & I will be impa­
tient till I hear from him. So soon as I do you shall hear from me. 
ALS. DL� Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. See J. G. M. Ramsey to Polk, September 4, 1844. 
3. Washington Globe. 
4. Nashville Union. 
5. Andrew Johnson's early political career included service in the Tennessee 
House, 1835-37 and 1839-41, and in the Tennessee Senate, 1841-43; he won 
five terms as a Democrat in the U.S. House, 1843-53, and two terms as governor 
of Tennessee, 1853-57; and in 1857 the Tennessee legislature elected him to a 
seat in the U.S. Senate. 
6. A business, personal, and political friend of Andrew Johnson, William M. 
Lowry served as postmaster of Greeneville, 1843-50, and as U.S. marshal for the 
Eastern District of Tennessee during the years before the Civil War. 
7. Reference is to a meeting held at Kingsport on September 12-13, 1844. 
8. Robert B. Reynolds, E. G. Eastman, Arthur R. Crozier, and either William 
or Thomas C. Lyon. Reynolds, a lawyer and key member of the Knoxville Demo­
cratic Central Committee, served as attorney general for Tennessee's Second 
Judicial District from 1839 until 1845. Crozier was the son of John Crozier, 
Knoxville's postmaster from 1804 until 1838. William Lyon, a Knoxville Demo­
crat, is not identified further. Thomas C. Lyon, a son of William Lyon, was ap­
pointed U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Tennessee in 1844. 
9. Roger Barton and George W. Jones. A lawyer, planter, and jurist, Barton 
was born in Knoxville and moved in 1827 to Bolivar, where he practiced law, 
won election to a single term in the Tennessee House, 1829-31, and held the 
post of attorney general for the Eleventh Judicial District from 1831 until 1836; 
he subsequently moved to Holly Springs, Miss. ,  and won election to two terms in 
the Mississippi legislature. A native ofVirginia, Jones followed a saddler's trade 
in Fayetteville, Tenn. He served two terms in the Tennessee House, 1835-39, 
and sat one term in the Tennessee Senate, 1839-41 .  An unsuccessful candidate 
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for presidential elector on the Van Buren ticket in 1840, Jones first won election 
to the U.S. House in 1843 and served as congressman until 1859. 
10. A lawyer from Tennessee and briefly a resident of Mississippi, Washing­
ton Barrow served as U.S. charge d'affaires to Portugal, 1841-44; edited the 
Nashville Republican Banner, 1845-4 7; and won election to one term in the U.S. 
House as a Whig, 1847-49. In the summer and fall of 1844, Barrow toured Mid­
dle and East Tennessee and campaigned on behalf of Henry Clay for president. 
Barrow had scheduled his first appearance at Gallatin on Saturday, July 13. 
11. Reference to the Clinch River district probably included Anderson, Camp­
bell, Claiborne, Grainger, and Morgan counties. 
12. William Williams, a Whig from Grainger County, served one term in the 
Tennessee House, 1839-41, and one term in the Tennessee Senate, 1841-43. He 
headed the arrangements committee for a Whig mass meeting held at Cumber­
land Gap on September 18--19, 1844. 
13. Jefferson County. 
14. John Tyler announced his withdrawal from the presidential contest in a 
notice published in the Washington Madisonian on August 21,  1844. 
15. Paraphrase of the quotation, "Richard's himself again, " from Colley Cib­
ber's adaptation of Richard III (rev. ed. ,  1718) act 5, scene 3. 
16. Ezekiel Polk. 
17. Reference is to James Conner, grand sachem of the Tammany Society of 
New York City. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
GoVT. [Nashville, Tenn. September 13, 1844] 1 
Wright has the unanimous nomination in New York. Shunk in Penn­
syl. and Thompson 2 in New Jersey. You see every thing yields to the 
advance of our party. Not an obsticle is suffered to remain or interfair 
with the interest of the party. 
Not a word from Turney. Stanton will not come up. Send Barkly 
Martin after Jarnigan. 3 I can hear nothing of Keeble. Bell returned this 
evening from Clarksville. It is said he is going on to Savanah tho "in bad 
health & spirits. "  Whig stock declined 50 percent this evening on receipt 
of Wrights nomination. 
I will attend to your commands as directed. The enclosure will ap­
pear in the Union of Monday. 4 Craighead was to day in Nolensville. 
Ewing5 tomorrow at poplar Creek. The News is good from all quarters. 
McLemore6 & Keeble will soon be off. The letters for the counties are 
nearly complete. 7 
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE states that he answered 
this letter on September 16, 1844. 
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1 .  Place and date identified through content analysis. 
2.  John R. Thomson left the College of New Jersey his junior year and entered 
the China trade; from 1823 to 1825 he served as U.S. consul at Canton; returning 
to New Jersey and settling in Princeton, he engaged in business pursuits. In 
1844 he failed to win his race for the governorship but subsequently won election 
as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate, where he served from 1853 until his death in 
1862. 
3. Spencer Jarnagin studied law under Hugh L. White and practiced in Knox­
ville from 1817 to 1837, when he moved to Athens, McMinn County. A Whig 
presidential elector in 1840, he failed to win election to the U.S. Senate in 1841 
but two years later achieved his goal and served in that body from 1843 until 
defeated for reelection in 184 7.  
4. Polk's instructions and enclosure have not been identified. 
5. Andrew Ewing, a Nashville Democrat, shared his legal practice with his 
Whig brother, Edwin H. Ewing. Andrew Ewing won election to a term in the 
U.S. House, 1849-51 ,  but did not stand for reelection. 
6. John C. McLemore, an early settler of Nashville, married Elizabeth Donel­
son, daughter of John Donelson, Jr., and niece of Rachel Donelson Jackson. Mc­
Lemore, a wealthy land developer, assisted in the financing of Democratic party 
newspapers and campaign promotions in the Western District of Tennessee. In 
1840 Memphis Whigs, anxious to protect their control of the river trade and in 
turn their political hold on the Western District, blocked McLemore's scheme 
to develop Fort Pickering, which he had laid off on his Chickasaw Bluffs tract 
south of Memphis. Had his Fort Pickering development proven successful, the 
LaGrange and Memphis Railroad company was prepared to run a spur from its 
main line to the new river port. 
7. Armstrong, a member of the Nashville Democratic Central Committee, co­
ordinated the speaking schedules of the state party's most able and available 
orators; he sent "county letters" to the local party leaders telling who would 
speak where and when. 
FROM GEORGE BANCROFT 1 
My Dear Sir, Boston. Sept. 13, 1844 
There was a good detail of work to do, this year, to bring the Democ­
racy harmoniousy into line in all their strength. But the work is done. 
Our opponents here as in Tennessee, were more zealous, more ready 
to spend time & money, more determined than in 1840. But they have 
found no access to the hearts of the people; their orators and active par­
tizans have been hurrying to and fro, flooding the country with false 
newspapers and documents, calling mass meetings; but all is passing 
away without enthusiasm, and with a hopeless despondency as a conse­
quence. Tomorrow I will go to New York to spend a fortnight in that 
state & New Jersey. But the battle is already won. In New England the 
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Democratic ticket will receive more votes than the whig ticket; summing 
up the popular vote of all the N. England States in November, you will 
lead Clay here in New England by several thousands; but owing to our 
laws in the Presidential elections, the localities of our Majorities, & to 
other causes, I still think, that the Democratic Electors will be chosen 
only in Maine & in New Hampshire. In this state I consented, reluctantly 
enough, to be the candidate for governor with a certainty of defeat; but 
it aided, what all as the North depends upon, Union. To Maine & N. 
Hampshire you may add as certain, New York, New Jersey & Pennsyl­
vania. 
Three great causes have operated everywhere in our favor; your own 
good judgment and sound discretion in all your letters and movements; 
the honorable & open adhesion of Mr. Van Buren and his friends and 
the absurdly contradictory letters of Henry Clay . . . .  Wright's nomi­
nation, 2 and Clay's Pro-texas letter, 3 have annihilated the last gasp of 
whiggish hope in New York. In attending their mass meetings, I shall 
rather enjoy the general exultation, than argue as though any thing 
were in doubt. Be assured, that the support in the North is as hearty 
as could possibly be given. The alacrity is universal. Ohio & Indiana 
& even your own Tennessee, & Georgia & North Carolina may go as 
they will; your success is certain, most probably by a vote in the elec­
toral College of more than three to one. This I write soberly, being well 
informed of the state of feeling in New England & the nearer states . 
Here in Massachusetts the whigs have grown downcast and vitupera­
tive but their abominable calumnies, like the Abyssinian belles among 
their slave gallants, smell sweetly only in the nostrils of their own self­
complacent respectabilities. The sober judgment of the people refuses 
to be deceived. 
GEORGE BANCROFT 
P.S. Our New England customs do not permit candidates to take the 
field before their own people; yet our friends signify a readiness to have 
the respective candidates meet the masses, and jointly address them. I 
should like for once to try the game you played with Carroll 4; but our 
opponents will never consent to it. Their strength lies in making up false 
issues. 5 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Historian and diplomat, Bancroft was influential in securing Polk's nomi­
nation to the presidency and subsequently served as his secretary of the navy. 
2. See William Tyack to Polk, September 7, 1844; and William C. Bouck to 
Polk, September 7, 1844. 
3 .  Reference is to Henry Clay's second Alabama letter; see John Staats to 
Polk, September 4, 1844. 
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4. Bancroft probably meant to write "Cannon" instead of "Carroll. "  His refer­
ence is to Polk's 1839 campaign for governor against incumbent governor, New­
ton Cannon. Although the two men began the campaign with joint speaking en­
gagements, Polk's oratory drove Cannon from the stump and back to Nashville. 
This anecdote was reported in Polk's presidential campaign biography, which 
Bancroft had previously read in its drafting stage and which subsequently was 
published in part in the Nashville Union of September 4, 1844. 
5.  Bancroft wrote his postscript at the top of his first page. 
TO JOHN P. HEISS 1 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Sept. 13th 1844 
I send you to day, under cover to Genl. Armstrong, a Nashville Union 
of the 1 1th Instant, containing with the additional matter attached by 
wafers, the material for the Pamphlet which I wish published. 2 The 
"Vindication, " as published in the Union of that date, with the additional 
matter attached, by wafers, will constitute the Pamphet. Let there be 
a title page, if there is room, upon which the title, must be printed. I 
wish you to print $10.000 copies, in neat style. 3 I wish you to advise me 
on what day they will be out and ready for distribution. I hope they can 
be ready by monday or tuesday. The title or heading of the Pamphlet, 
must be the same as that printed in the Union. 4 I wish it properly done 
& must therefore ask your personal attention to its publication. Not be­
ing a printer I do not know that you will understand where I wish the 
additional matter to come in, from the manner in which I have attached 
it by wafers. Lest you may not I state that I wish the statement or let­
ter of John Wallace to be inserted immediately after the statement of 
Jacob Lawrence. 5 I wish the Extracts from Mr Senator Haywood's Re­
port, to come in at the close of the whole, and immediately after the ad­
dress of the North Carolina committee. There are two extracts from Mr 
Haywood's Report. I wish the more lengthy Extract pasted as wafered 
on the left hand side of the page, to come in first; and the other Extract, 
to come in after the x x x, and to conclude the Pamphlet. 6 I hope I have 
made my[self] understood. I have noted several typographical errors, in 
the paper as published in the Union of the 1 1th, which you will please 
have corrected in the Pamphlet impression. If you get this letter in time 
to answer by saturday's mail, let me know when the Pamphlet-copies 
will be ready. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. T -JPH. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Private. " Published in St. 
George L. Sioussat, ed., "Papers of Major John P. Heiss of Nashville," THM, II 
(June, 1916), p.  144. 
-------------��-- --- � � -
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1. Heiss, a native of Pennsylvania, and his partner, Thomas W Hogan, had 
published the Nashville Union since late April 1842. Heiss managed the news­
paper's financial affairs until May 1845, when he became business manager of 
the Washington Union. 
2. Polk's enclosures have not been found. Reference is to the publication 
of testimonials defending the Revolutionary War record of Polk's grandfather, 
Ezekiel Polk. 
3. Polk's instructions to print "$10.000 copies" refers to the number of copies, 
not printing costs. Previously Heiss had estimated that ten thousand copies 
of the Nashville Vindication pamphlet would cost $160. John P. Heiss to Polk, 
September 1 1, 1844. ALS. DLC-.JKP. 
4. The lengthy article, entitled "Vindication of the Revolutionary Character 
and Services of the late Col. Ezekiel Polk of Mecklenburg, N.C. , "  appeared in the 
Nashville Union on September 11 ,  1844. 
5. John Wallace and Jacob Lowrance were veterans of the Revolutionary War. 
A native of Mecklenburg County, N.C. , and a friend of the Polk family, Wallace 
defended Ezekiel Polk's war record and asserted that he and his brothers were 
"all true Whigs of the right stamp."  His statement appeared in the Nashville 
Vindication pamphlet; for the text of this pamphlet, see Mary Winder Garrett, 
"Pedigree of the Pollok or Polk Family, from Fulbert, the Saxon, (A.D., 1075) to 
the Present Time," American Historical Mragazine, III (April 1898), pp. 157-90. 
Lowrance, who had served in several campaigns in the Carolinas, declared that 
Ezekiel Polk was "always a true friend of the American cause in that struggle."  
His statement appeared both in the Nashville Union article of September 11 ,  
1844, and in the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
6. The N ashville Vindication pamphlet drew upon material that had appeared 
in the Nashville Union article and in William Haywood's "Vindication" article, 
which was printed in the Washington Globe of September 2, 1844. The Nashville 
Vindication pamphlet concluded with two lengthy extracts from Haywood's 
"Vindication" article. 
FROM WILLIAM E. VENABLE 1 
Sir Winchester 13 Sept. 1844 
Turney, who is filling appointments in Coffee and this county, 2 re­
quested me to say to you, that he cannot possibly meet Henry in Sumner, 
but that he will be with [him] at Pikeville, and will accompany him until 
Johnson3 or some other Democrat, "good and true,"  shall take him in 
hand. 
We have had, at Winchester and at other places in this county, and, if 
I may judge from the past, we will have, many large, enthusiastic and 
joyous meetings of Democratic men, women and children. We raised, 
last Wednesday, in Winchester, a stately and graceful hickory Pole; at its 
head, flies a beautiful national flag, 18 ft. by 13, the work of fortyfour of 
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our democratic ladies. At night we had a delightful democratic reunion, 
an uncommonly large number of Ladies honoring and blessing the occa­
sion with their presence and their smiles. The assemblage was addressed 
by Turney, Fletcher4 and myself. The exercises of the day were closed 
by the exhibition of twentyseven brilliant transparencies, so strikingly 
emblematical of our attachment to the existing confederacy, and of our 
wish as to what it should be. Order and innocent hilarity triumphantly 
presided over the whole affair. 
Our party in Franklin is thoroughly organized. The men are active­
the women, enthusiastic-and the children perfectly musical. 
I remember the closing scenes of the War. 5 I have been an insignif­
icant actor in many of the political contests since, particularly in the 
furious conflict in So. Carolina, 6 but never have I seen a party, so en­
thusiastic, so united, and so energetic, and at the same time, so per­
fectly under legal and constitutional restraint, as is ours now. We re­
member the struggle of '40-the battle-the rout and the orgy. They, 
in turn, are dispirited and dumb. We hear the shouts of our hosts en­
compassed by the prestige of victory. We must and will succeed, not 
to avenge insult and defeat, but to vindicate the constitution, to de­
stroy federalism, and to purify the governm.ent from its contaminating 
touch. 
Turney, Bright, 7 and Fletcher and myself will visit Salem tomorrow. 
We will do what we can for the invincible democracy of that section. 
Good judges think, and I believe, that the democratic majority of our 
county will be increased by from one to two hundred votes. 
Dr. William Estill has just shown me a letter from Mr. Guess, 8 a 
wealthy and influential citizen of Marietta, Georgia. At the request of 
Dr. Estill, Mr. G. has been making numerous inquiries in Georgia, and 
he gives it as his opinion founded upon the result of his inquiring that 
the democratic majority in Georgia will range from 6000 to 8000. He 
says that there is almost a perfect Union between the old Nullifying and 
Union parties in favor of Democracy leaving but few except the original 
federalists for Whiggery. 
WILL Enw VENABLE 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Winchester lawyer and educator, Venable represented Franklin and Lin-
coln counties as a Democrat in the Tennessee Senate from 184 7 until 1849. 
2.  Franklin County. 
3. Cave Johnson. 
4. A farmer and Democrat, John D. Fletcher sat for Rutherford County in the 
Tennessee House, 1839-43, and for Franklin and Lincoln counties, 1845-4 7, in 
the Senate. 
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5. Reference probably is to the end of the War of 1812; Venable was eleven 
years old in 1815. 
6. Reference is to the nullification controversy in South Carolina. 
7. A Fayetteville lawyer, John M. Bright ran as a Democratic presidential elec­
tor in 1844 and 1848; he served both in the Tennessee House, 1847-49, and in 
the U.S. House, 1871-81.  
8. A physician from Winchester, William Estill was the brother of Wallace W. 
Estill. William A. Guess represented Cobb County in the Georgia Senate from 
1836 to 1840. 
FROM JOHN GALBRAITH 1 
Dear Sir, Erie. Sept. 14. 1844 
Since I wrote you last, 2 I have been round on the circuit attending 
the courts in Crawford Venango & Warren counties & have seen many 
gentlemen from other parts of the state, & am fully confirmed in the 
opinion that I then expressed that the Democratic party in this state 
was never better united, & I feel convinced beyond all question, as far 
as there is any certainty in politics that we shall carry the Keystone by a 
large majority. I have addressed meetings all round & find a spirit & life 
& energy in the party that I have never seen exceeded before. I send you 
the papers printed here that you may see some of the doings on the lOth 
here & at Meadville in Crawford county. 3 The account in the Gazette4 is 
terribly exaggerated, as I am well informed by candid men of both sides. 
You will see by that also that C. M. Clay 5 has been here & addressing our 
people on the subject of having to induce abolitionists to vote for Henry 
Clay! H. Clays letter however of the 2d has come here 6 & plays the duces 
with C.M. 's beautiful argument here, as well as that of the Whig orators 
generally, the burden of whose song has been for the last three months 
against annexation & slavery which they argue would be perpetuated by 
it. I thought perhaps the speech of C. NL Clay as reported here in a Whig 
paper 7 might be of some service in your quarter, as showing the course 
pursued by the Whigs here in the North, very different I presume from 
those South of Mason & Dicksons line. 
I have frequent opportunities at this place of seeing gentlemen from 
New York & Ohio. Since the nomination of Mr. Wright for Governor & 
Gardner8 for Lieut. Govr. I think there is little or no doubt of the Em­
pire. Indeed before that I considered there was not much doubt about 
it unless our party should be thrown into confusion in the nominiation 
of the State officers. Now I think there can scarcely be a doubt as to the 
result-not only a very popular nomination, but that made with great 
unanimity & general satisfaction. Wright stands high all over the state 
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(& indeed everywhere) & Gardner has the general confidence of the peo­
ple in the Western part of the state of all parties. 
Ohio, I regard as exceedingly nearly equally balanced between the two 
great parties, & if the issue stood between them alone, I think it would 
be a very doubtful one, & the result there will depend much upon the 
course of the abolitionists. It may seem strange that there should be 
any doubt of their course in relation to Mr. Clay, but I know it is so with 
many avowed abolitionists. It goes to show how far they are governed by 
motives of honesty. I think however a large portion of them cannot swal­
low his last letter, however they might do with those which preceded it. 
The third party9 will take 3 whigs to 1 democrat, & should it obtain any­
thing like a considerable vote, we shall certainly succeed in that state. 
We met with a great loss in the death of our lamented friend Muhlen­
burg. Its sudden occurrence struck a damp upon us for a short time, but 
I am satisfied with so unanimous a nomination of Mr. Shunk it will make 
little if any difference on the result of the State election. 
Please present my kindest respects to Mrs. P. 
JOHN GALBRAITH 
[P.S.] I should have been delighted to have attended your mass meet­
ing at Nashville to which I was politely invited by our friend Hon. C. 
Johnston, but business prevented me. I should have been highly grati­
fied to have had another opportunity of taking by the hand Old Hickory, 
the patriot of the Hermitage. 10 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Pennsylvania lawyer and judge, Galbraith won election as a Democrat 
to the U.S. House, where he served three terms, 1833-37 and 1839--41;  subse­
quently he was elected presiding judge of Pennsylvania's Sixth Judicial District 
in 1851 and served until his death in 1860. 
2. See John Galbraith to Polk, June 17, 1844. 
3. Enclosures not identified. 
4. Reference probably is to the Erie Gazette, which began publication in 1820. 
5. An 1832 graduate of Yale College, Cassius M. Clay supported internal im­
provements and promoted the abolitionist cause through publication of his Lex­
ington True American, which was founded in 1845. Clay served two terms in 
the Kentucky House, 1835-37 and 1840--42. Although opposed to Texas annex­
ation, he volunteered for military service in 1846 and fought in the Mexican War. 
Running for governor on an emancipation platform in 1849, he gained sufficient 
support to defeat the Whig candidate. In 1856 Clay joined the Republican party, 
and from 1863 to 1869 he served as U.S. minister to Russia. 
6. Galbraith 's reference is to Henry Clay's Lexington letter of September 2. 
In a widely reprinted letter of July 10 to J. J. Speed, Cassius Clay expressed his 
belief that Henry Clay and his friends sympathized with the cause of abolition. 
On September 2nd Henry Clay published a letter in a Lexington newspaper in 
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which he denied any such sympathies. He daimed that Cassius Clay had written 
without his consent or knowledge and had misrepresented his views. Henry 
Clay went on to declare that Congress lacked the authority to interfere with the 
institution of slavery either in the states or in the District of Columbia. For 
copies of those letters, see the Washington Globe, September 6 and 10, 1844. 
7.  Cassius M. Clay's speech is not identified further. 
8. Addison Gardiner. 
9. Reference is to the Liberty party ticket of James G. Birney and Thomas 
Morris. 
10. Galbraith's note refers to Cave Johnson and Andrew .Jackson. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 1 
My Dear Sir, Nashville Sept. 14. 1844 
It was impossible to get Mr. Walker''s article into the Union of to-day, 
but it will be promptly inserted on Monday as you will see. 2 
I will attend to the additional evidence for the pamphlet 3; and in the 
course of the next week I shall make an article 4 embracing all the points 
contained in Mr. Haywood's defence6 for the Union. On the whole I 
think that a most important paper for the canvass. Its reacting force is 
great . 
Wright for Gov. of New York, Thompson for N.J. & Shunk for Pa. , have 
great reinforcing power, and nothing can now prevent entire success. 
The letters to Counties are off. McLernore and Keeble start on Monday 
with minute instructions. I will closely calculate the cost of that pam­
phlet. 
J. GEo. HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 16, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  A staunch New England Democrat, �J. George Harris had been associated 
with the New London Political Observer (Conn.) ,  the New Bedford Daily Gazette 
(Mass.) ,  the Boston Bay State Democrat, and the Boston Morning Post before 
assuming the editorship of the Nashville Union on February 1, 1839. In March 
1843, Harris received a commission from Secretary of State Daniel Webster to 
be a commercial agent of the United States, with special regard for American 
tobacco sales in Europe. 
2. The lead article in the Nashville Union of Monday, September 16, 1844, 
argued that the gubernatorial nominations of Silas Wright, Jr. , in New York, of 
Francis R. Shunk in Pennsylvania, and of John R. Thomson in New Jersey ren­
dered Polk's election a near certainty; authorship of the article was unattributed. 
Throughout the 1844 presidential campaign Robert J. Walker wrote articles and 
distributed pamphlets in behalf of the Democratic party's national ticket. 
3. Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
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4. Harris' article appeared in the Nashville Union of September 30, 1844. 
5. Reference is to the "Vindication" article by William H. Haywood. Jr., in the 
Washington Globe of September 2, 1844. 
FROM JOHN P. HEISS 
Dear Sir, Union Office Nashville Sep. 14 1844 
On account of not receiving your letter 1 until this morning I was un­
able to answer it by return mail. 
As our edition of the Star Spangled Banner is very large-rising six 
thousand copies, it will not be from press before Tuesday: when we will 
commence the "Pamphlet" 2 and have between one and two thousand 
copies ready for distribution by Wednesday night. 
With the additional matter you have sent us, we will have but little 
room for a title-page-not more than a quarter of a page. 
I shall hurry it through the press as fast as possible, but, as we work 
hand presses altogether, we cannot print the whole number during the 
coming week. You will please inform me, what disposal I shall make with 
those which will be ready for circulation on Wednesday night . 
Democracy seems to have recieved new energy in this city since the 
nomination of Silas Wright for Governor of New York. 
Several large bets were made to-day by our friends on the general re­
sult; and, some Whigs from the surrounding counties sent us word in 
the morning, that they would put up an amount on a certain number of 
States they named, but found the Democrats so eager to close the bets 
with them, that they made sundry excuses to get off; and as our friends 
followed them up so closely, they were run out of town by 12 Oclock A.Af. 
David Craighead Esq. returned to-day from the Nolensville meeting, 
and gave a glowing description of it. He says there were between two and 
three thousand persons present, and, that after he had concluded his ad­
dress to them,  several came and gave him the "hand offellowship"3  and 
said: "they were with us hereafter. " Everything at present-politically, 
looks very encouraging. 
JOHN P. HEISS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. AE by Polk states that he answered 
this letter on September 16, 1844. 
1. See Polk to John P. Heiss, September 13, 1844. 
2. Reference is to the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
3. Probably a corruption of the scriptural phrase, "The right hands of fellow­
ship. " Galatians 2:9.  
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FROM ANDREW 'T. JUDSON 1 
My Dear Sir Canterbury Ct. Sept. 14th 1844 
Your position before the public, renders it proper that you should 
know, from time to time, with what spirit the canvas, progresses, and 
what are or may be the prospects of suecess or defeat, both results being 
now of very general interest. It is with that view I now address you a few 
lines. Yesterday I returned from the City of N.Y. where I had been spend­
ing a few days, and was there at the great ratification meeting, held in 
Castle Garden, after the nomination of Silas Wright as a Candidate for 
Govr. of the Empire State. The meetilng was immense and the enthu­
siasm all-pervading. The whole day previous was spent by the Empire 
Club in erecting a tall Hickory, and suspending from it a broad Banner 
"Polk & Dallas Wright & Gardiner. " Cambrelling2 was there and made 
one of his eloquent declamations. Nothing could have been more fortu­
nate to the general result, than the nornination of Silas Wright. It settles 
the question as to N York. This is a great point to gain. Give us N. York & 
Pennsylvania and there can be no doubt, as to the residue of the matter. 
My own opinion is, that these two states are now secure. I may misjudge, 
but this is my opinion, after careful and dispashionate examination of 
the matters. While in N. York, the news of the Main election was recived 
and its effects were visibly to be seen on every Coon's face as he walked 
up broadway. I think the ultimate m�jority of Anderson over the Whig 
Candidate 3 may be 10.000. In 1840, as you will remember the vote was 
far diffent. Whig 45574-Demo. 45507. This favorable change is an 
indicative of the feeling there, and elsewhere. 
I do indeed anticipate a change somewhat like this in N. York & Penn­
sylvania. The democratic vote in Massachusetts will be highly gratifying 
though not enough to silence whig authority. 
You will be glad to hear what is doing in our old Connecticut, and I 
will tell you that the democracy are buckling on their armor for such a 
fight as they have never seen. It will be man to man, breast to breast. 
In 1840 the Coons beat us 6000, and now, if they beat us at all, they 
may be thankfull. The Democratic mass meetings began last week, in 
each old congressional District. In this County, Windham, it was held on 
Wednesday, and a real barbacue it was, more than 4000. This was indeed 
a large number considering the place of meeting was remote from any 
large town, and away from any rail road or boat communication, with 
a farming population. The democracy of the district never saw such a 
meeting before. The true spirit is up and awake. Our State is very nearly 
divided, and if every voter was called out no man could say which side 
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could count on ten the most. I cannot assure you, under such circum­
stances that Con. will be given you, though many of our well informed 
friends believe it. One thing I do know, that we can give you more votes 
than we could poll for any other, except the good old Patriot Jackson. 
ANDREW T. JUDSON 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  A native of  Windham County, Conn.,  and a practicing attorney, Judson 
served in the Connecticut House, 1822-25, before his election as a Democrat 
to the U.S. House in 1835; he resigned his seat the following year to accept an 
appointment as U.S. district judge for Connecticut, in which position he served 
until his death in 1853. 
2 .  Churchill C. Cambreleng. 
3. Edward Robinson, a Thomaston merchant, represented Knox County in 
the Maine Senate for one term, 1836-37, and served in the U.S. House, 1838-
39, in place of Jonathan Cilley, deceased; failing in his gubernatorial race in 
1844, Robinson resumed his commercial pursuits in Thomaston, where he died 
in 1857. 
FROM BROMFIELD L. RIDLEY1 
Govr. Polk McMinnville 14th Septr. [18]44 
Until yesterday I had expected to hold the September Term of your 
Chancery Court at Columbia by arrangement with Judge Cahal2 to in­
terchange but since my arrival at this place I have received a letter from 
him changing the settled arangement between us. I therefore take the 
liberty to communicate now by letter what I had promised myself the 
pleasure to have told you in a personal interview. Whilst I have been 
holding Court through the Summer I have endeavoured in a still quiet 
way by enquiries of leading Whigs & Democrats to form an opinion sat­
isfactory to myself; of the probable result of the November election in 
the several Counties in which I have been. And as I do not doubt that 
the information will be acceptable to you I forward to you a coppy of my 
memorandum. 
The Democratic Vote will be increased in the following Counties as 
follows. Franklin 85. Coffee 75. Bedford 75 Rutherford 60. Cannon 55 
Wilson 90 Smith 50. Jackson 150. Dekalb 65. Overton 50. Fentress 81 .  
White 75 Van Buren 25 .  Bledsoe 50 .  Warren 50 making a gain in these 
Counties of 1076 votes if my addition is right. 3 I have taken much pains 
not to deceive myself and in every instance have put down the amount 
at less that the testimony makes it. The Whigs in most cases say there 
are no gains either way or if any that the increased vote which will fall 
with them will neutralize it. In this they are greatly deceived. I saw Mr. 
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Lyon 4 & others from E.  Tennessee at Pikeville the past week. They are 
sanguine that E. Tennessee will give to Clay a mere nominal majority if 
any. In a word the Democrats are all enthusiasm & confident of victory 
in Tennessee at least. I have seen nothing to equal the Democracy in 
Warren. They have had speaking in this village every night this week 
(Court Week) have erected a hickory pole 100 feet & since the Whigs 
have erected one 10. feet higher, they the Democrats are prepared to 
raise another on Monday next 200. feet. 
From the signs of the times in & out of Tennessee who can doubt that 
a victory awaits the Democracy equal in its importance & consequences 
to that of Jefferson over Burr. 5 
BROMFIELD RIDLEY 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Tennessee lawyer, Ridley represented Warren County for one term in the 
Tennessee House, 1835-37. He moved to Rutherford County in 1840 and served 
as judge of the Chancery Court from 1840 until 1861 .  
2.  Terry H. Cahal, a prominent Columbia Whig and lawyer, served twice in 
the Tennessee Senate, 1835-36 and 1837-:39; he became mayor of Columbia in 
1840. 
3. Ridley's figures total 1 ,036. 
4. Reference probably is to Thomas C. Lyon or his father, William. 
5. In the presidential election of 1800 Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr 
each received 73 Electoral College votes and the tie forced the election into 
the U.S. House of Representatives, where the representation of each state had 
one vote and where the Federalist party controlled eight of the sixteen state 
delegation. On the thirty-sixth ballot the House elected Jefferson president; 
many Democrats believed that Burr, the Democratic party's candidate for vice­
president, had conspired with the Federalist opposition to elect himself president 
in Jefferson's place. The Twelfth Amendment, which was ratified in 1804, pro­
vided that the Electoral College would cast separate ballots for president and 
vice-president, thus preventing a repetition of the Jefferson-Burr election dis­
pute. 
FROM JAMES M. 'VILLIAMSON 
My dear Sir Sommerville Sept. 14th 1844 
On the morning of the 12th when I had expected to start to Memphis, 
I was myself taken with a slight chill and could not ride with safety that 
distance. I am home to day pretty well, and trust that by prudence I will 
not be sick; I dispatched an express horse to Mr. Stanton, not waiting for 
the mail as that would be leaving to day. I enclosed yours 1 to him which 
he writes rne came safely to hand. I sent it by one of my boys with whom 
I knew it would be safe. 
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He writes me for reply to mine urging upon him not to disappoint our 
friends in Middle Ten: and to go by all means. "I have been confined to 
the house by sickness ever since I saw you here, and have not yet been 
in town. I was determind however to go out to day, and would have done 
so but for the bad weather. 
I regret exceedingly, the circumstances which render it necessary for 
me to disappoint my friends in Middle Tenn. No personal inconvenience 
expense or difficulties, would prevent rne from granting their wishes if 
it were at all possible for me to go. 
I might probably make arrangements to Start on Monday, but I pre­
sume that would be too late for the Opportunity. " 
If he gets up to our County Sunday evening, as he writes me He expects 
to do, I will urge him by all means to go on if he feels strong enough to 
ride. I can put him in my sulky and I know the road and stands and he 
can reach Spring Hill on the 20th. This however will depend entirely 
upon his health and strength. 
Yesterday we had Cave Johnson with us, and we are perfectly delighted 
with him. He was at Whiteville on the 1 1  and met near 2000 people. 
There were two uniform companies present, Our Somerville boys & the 
Bolivar Company marching 200 and a company of Squaters 70 or 80 
strong with horns and trumpets made of polk stalks (what an idea!)  The 
whigs were indeed astounded. Cave Johnson made one of his happyest 
efforts. Some theretofore Whigs openly proclaimed they were changed 
men. Yesterday also was a proud day for democracy. Early in the morn­
ing Col. Johnson was waited on to know if he would divide the time with 
whig speaker (Col. Searcy) . 2 This he readily assented to upon condition 
the same courtesy should be extended to our friends when Bell came 
around. AB a Whig Speaker had the reply the last time Col. Johnson met 
an opponent, we insisted Searcy should lead. Mter the presentation of 
the flags, a star spangled banner and a Texas flag to the Texas Blues, 
a beautiful and moving ceremony, Searcy took the Stand and made the 
most of his speech from a little Whig primer yclept Defense of the Whigs 
by a senator of the 27 Congress. The worst of his harrangue was stan­
dard perororation and the other part of it was taken up with the stale 
slang about the defalcations; he did not touch any of the main issues, and 
what was still more unfortunate for his frinds, or rather for us his voice 
gave out by the time his first hour was over. Cave Johnson then took the 
stand and like a kind preceptor and in the most benevolent humor in the 
world applied the rod to him soundly and then proceeded to enlighten 
him as to some of the truths of history and the actings and doings of 
the Whig Congress & Administration. The effect was most triumphant 
and elicited a continued round of applause, and Whiggery was smitten 
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to the dust in one of its [ . . .  ] 3 a Bank and Court house village. Cave 
Johnson is a powerful man and I will heartily wish we could get him to 
some of our large mass meetings that are to come off in a week or two. 
We would like to get Bartly Martin 4 at our Mass meeting at Westly5 on 
the 3 of October. 
J. M. WILLIAMSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "private." 
1 .  Reference is to Polk's letter to James M. Williamson of September 8, 1844. 
Letter not found. 
2.  A lawyer, Granville D. Searcy served two terms in the Tennessee House and 
represented first Tipton County, 1835-37, and then Shelby County, 1849-51 .  
3. Word o r  words illegible. 
4. Barkly Martin. 
5. Reference is to a Democratic mass meeting in Wesley, Tenn. ; originally 
scheduled for September 12, 1844, the Wesley appointment was postponed until 
October 3. 
FROM JAMES lVIcKISICK 1 
My Dear Sir Fayetteville Arkansas 15th Sept. 1844 
We are extremely anxious to hear fro:m you & to know what your calcu­
lation is in regard to the result of the great approaching political contest. 
It is not expected however that you would undertake to write answers 
to your friends & correspondants on this all absorbing question. I have 
no doubt but you are literaly inundated with communications; my apol­
ogy for intruding this upon you at this time is, that when I wrote you 
from Little Rock shortly after your nomination I among other things 
had reference to a political calculation that your friend Genl. Maclin & 
myself made at the time on the subjeet of the Electoral votes. 2 It may 
be, that I made a clerical error in writing the name of Genl. Caruthers, 
instead of Genl. Maclin. If I did, you would be at a loss to know to 
whom I had reference. I do not know that I made the mistake alluded 
to, but think it probable I might from the fact, of my having commited 
an error of the same kind in a letter to Governor Yell 3 about the same 
time. 
We are all on tiptoe in regard to the way Tennessee will cast her vote in 
this Election: we have great hopes she will repent for her Sins & again 
espouse the true faith, but she has departed so far from her original 
creed that altho I fondly cherish a hope of return, it is not without fear. 
The accounts however of changes & recruits in the democratic ranks 
in Tennessee are quite flattering if true, which I hope & am induced 
to believe will be realized at least to a eonsiderable extent. If Tennessee 
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perseveres & holds out against republican men & measures through this 
contest, I shall consider her irretrievably gone. 
It seems to me from the general tenor of accounts from all parts on 
the Union, that whiggery is on the wane, & that democracy is gaining 
strength. Mr. Vanburen & Col. Benton I think took a strange course in 
relation to the Texas question. 4 I am strongly inclined to the opinion, 
that each of those Gentlemen, knew the position the other would assume 
in regard to that question: & were totally mistaken in their calculations, 
as to the affect the ground they took would have upon the democratic 
party. Tho I think Mr. Vanburen evinced a commendable liberality in 
placeing his letter in the hands of Genl. Butler to meet contengencies 5; 
I would be sorry for the party to loose the talents of Col. Benton, tho I 
think he ought to be punnished some for the peak he thot proper to take, 
& he has received a pretty castigation, & is perhaps rather whipped back 
into the traces, & seems now to be doing pretty good service. 
I confidently believe that if you get the vote of New York or Ohio you 
must be elected with the addition of the States which I consider certain. 
I do not think Mr. Clay can get Ohio, & I see one of the Gentlemen from 
N. York who addressed the mass meeting at Nashville gave it as his opin­
ion, that N.Y. would go for the democracy by a majority of 15 or 20.000. 6 
This is first rate news if there is no mistake about it. But you know Mr. 
Vanburen himself lost that State. I however make strong calculations 
on the influence of Silas Wright. I think it quite probable he can now 
command more strength in that State, than Mr. Vanburen, tho I appre­
hend the Walstreet money influence in the City, is a powerful opposition 
to contend against. 
We calculate on Electing Governor Yell to congress by a majority of 
2000 or 2500 over his opponant Mr. Walker who I believe is the most pop­
ular man of the Whig party in the State. 7 We have no fears but you will 
get the electoral vote of this State, tho it is but a drop in a Bucket. The 
whigs however are making a most tremendous struggle: & we have made 
so many balks & bad starts in relation to our candidate for Governor, 
that I would not be surprised if the Whigs were to Elect the Governor. 8 
I would like verry much to get a letter about this time from Mr. 
Frierson, Col. Moore, 9 or some of my old Tennessee friends about mat­
ters or things in general, & Tennessee in particular. There will be sev­
eral asperants to fill the Senatorial vacancy, occasioned by the death of 
Governor Fulton. 10 At this time I consider it quite uncertain who the 
legislature will fix upon. Genl. Maclin I think bids fair to be popular in 
this State. But on account of his short residence among us it perhaps 
would not do to take him up yet. Col. Ashley one of our Electors, is a 
man of verry respectable talents, & could sustain himself as Senator, at 
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least equal to any man in the State, tho I do not know that his name will 
be presented. Heretofore he has not been verry popular with the party. 1 1  
He has however traveled & spoke all over the State as a candidate for 
Elector, & is decidedly an overmatch for any of the whig candidates. 
JAS. McKisicK 
P.S. I was gratefyed that you put your veto upon a reelection to the presi­
dency in the event of your succeeding, which God grant. I have uniformly 
thot where there are so many distinguished men as the U.S. affords, one 
time only ought to be allowed. In the infant State of the Republic when 
Genl. Washington was called to the presidency it was necessary to have 
the influence of his name, & the weight of his character a second time to 
inspire confidence in our institutions, & when Mr. Jefferson came into 
power, perhaps it was necessary also for him to serve two terms, to give 
effect & perminancy to his policy, but I consider the reasons in the above 
cases, do not apply to the present state of things, & I hope the example 
proposed by you will have its Just influence on the determination of all 
succeeding presidents. 
ALS. DLC-J](J?. Addressed to Columbia.. 
1. A political ally of both Archibald Yell and Polk, McKisick served as court 
clerk of Bedford County, Tenn., before moving to Arkansas about 1836. 
2.  Reference is to McKisick to Polk, June 18, 1844. A Democrat, Sackfield 
Maclin represented Fayette, Hardeman, and Shelby counties in the Tennessee 
Senate, 1841-43. After his legislative service, he moved to Texas. 
3. A close personal and political friend of Polk, Archibald Yell practiced law in 
Fayetteville, Tenn. ,  until his appointment as U.S.judge of the Arkansas Territory 
in 1832. He won election to several terms in the U.S. House, 1836-39 and 1845-
46, and served as governor of Arkansas from 1840 until 1844. Yell died at the 
Battle of Buena Vista in 184 7 during the Mexican War. 
4. Martin Van Buren's Texas letter was published in the Washington Globe 
on April 27,  1844. Van Buren stated that he would support Texas' annexation 
provided that the state of war between Texas and Mexico were resolved first. 
He did not think, as did some, that a European power would annex Texas if the 
United States failed to do so; however, as president he would resist any such 
encroachment by a European power. Van Buren argued that immediate annex­
ation would render an injustice to Mexico. Yet if Mexico attempted to reconquer 
Texas and if Texas then requested annexation, he would submit the question to 
Congress. In a letter addressed to members of the Texas Congress and published 
in the Washington Globe on April 29, 1844, Thomas H. Benton also objected to 
the immediate annexation of Texas. 
5. A former law partner and close confidant of Van Buren, Benjamin F. Butler 
served as U.S. attorney general, 1833-38, and twice as U.S. attorney for the 
southern district of New York, 1838-41 and 1845-48. Prior to the meeting of 
the Democratic convention at Baltimore in May 1844, Butler, the chairman of 
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the New York delegation, had received from Van Buren a letter authorizing him 
to take such action as might be necessary to bring the nominating process to a 
harmonious decision. 
6. Reference probably is to a speech by William Tyack at the Democratic mass 
meeting in Nashville on August 15-16, 1844. Tyack's remarks were reported in 
the Nashville Star Spangled Banner of August 31 ,  1844. 
7. A native of Kentucky and a successful lawyer, David Walker settled in 
Fayetteville, Ark., around 1830. He was a member of the Constitutional Con­
vention of 1836 and served in the Arkansas Senate, 1840-44, as a Whig. In 1844 
he ran for Congress but lost the election to Archibald Yell. 
8. In December 1843 delegates from only sixteen of Arkansas' forty-six coun­
ties nominated Elias N. Conway for governor and Daniel J. Chapman for Con­
gress. Dissension within the ranks of the Arkansas Democracy led to the calling 
of another convention to be held in May 1844; delegates to the second convention 
nominated Chapman for governor and Archibald Yell for Congress. Chapman 
subsequently withdrew from the race, and party leaders placed in nomination 
Thomas S. Drew, who went on to defeat the Whig candidate, Lawrence Gibson. 
9. Reference probably is to Erwin J. Frierson and William Moore. Frierson 
studied law in Polk's office at Columbia and later practiced law in Shelbyville. 
He served as attorney general for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, 1827-36, and rep­
resented Bedford County in the Tennessee House, 1845-4 7 .  
10.  William S. Fulton, a Tennessee lawyer and military aide to Andrew Jack­
son in the 1818 Florida campaign, moved to Alabama in 1820 and then to 
Arkansas in 1829. He became governor of Arkansas Territory, won election to 
the U.S. Senate as a Democrat in 1836, and gained reelection to the Senate in 
1840. Fulton died in Little Rock on August 15, 1844. 
1 1 .  Chester Ashley, a lawyer, settled in Little Rock, Ark.,  around 1820. He 
was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate in 1844 to fill the vacancy caused 
by Fulton's death. Ashley was reelected in 1846. 
FROM JOHN T. ANDREWS 1 
Sir North Reading Steuben Co. N.Y. Sept. 16. 1844 
Since I wrote you last, 2 I have visited various parts of this state and 
Pennsylvania. Our political prospects are good. I have never known a 
better feeling among the Democracy than prevails at present. Our state 
convention could not have made a better nomination. 3 Every dissension 
is healed, and all feel the fullest confidence that we shall carry the state 
by a large majority. The whigs are doing all in their power but evidently 
with less effects than in 1840. Large numbers who supported Harrison 
will not vote for Clay, while scarcely an individual can be found who has 
heretofore voted with us who will not now warmly sustain the Demo­
cratic Candidates. Let me repeat it, there is scarcely a doubt that the 
state of New York will be Democratic by a large majority, and very few 
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intelligent whigs can now be found who will not admit it-within the last 
few days bets have been freely offered on 10,000 majority and declined 
by the whigs. 
JoHN T. ANDREws 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia.. 
1. A school teacher and merchant, Andrews served as sheriff of Steuben 
County prior to his election as a Democrat to a single term in the U.S. House, 
1837-39; he subsequently served as postmaster of North Reading, N.Y. 
2. See Andrews to Polk, June 13, 1844. 
3. New York Democrats nominated Silas Wright, Jr. , for governor. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir Nashville Septmr 16th [1844] 1 
Craighead leaves in the morning. What we will do at the great meeting 
at Paytons Creek2 on wednesday I cannot tell. That meeting will [be] 
greatly disapointed in Craighead's leaving. 
Tomorrow Foster & Henry go near Hendersonville. The "terms" of 
the meeting to devide time. We have no one. Boddie 3 in very bad health 
and Guild 4 filling appointments in Snaith. I will send "Sykes. "5 He is 
able for both Foster & Henry. 
I have not heard a word from Keeblle or Turney. Foster goes to East 
Tennss so it is said. If he does some one ought to be assigned him 
(Turney.) 
Bell has gone on to his appointments with an ulcer in his throat and a 
cancer in his heart. It is said he was "tight" at Clarksville, 6 in argument 
I suppose. He looked badly as he passed on as tho he was sick. He will 
not stay out Long. Crittenden returns to Kentucky. 7 Let me say to you 
that Tennessee is the field. We must gain it. I am preparing all our forces 
for Spring Hill. 8 Let it be a large meeting. I will attend to your letters 
received to Night. 
Try and make McClung 9 go to East Tennessee. You will see the bet pro­
posed Dr. [ . . .  ] 10 in the Banner this morning. 11 It was promptly taken. 
On your precinct 
On your County 
On Tenssee &c 
The Result 
250 
250 
250 
750 
$1500 
Tell our friends to arrange for Having it to commence in time. It was 
made at you and for effect abroad. 
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Several bets on the result. Money put up to day even. 
It is all effort for Tennessee. 
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Send in Barlcly Martin, or send him Out to work. He can do as much 
as any man. I wish we had him for Foster tomorrow. In haste . . . .  
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 18, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. The Democrats scheduled a mass meeting for September 19, 1844, follow­
ing the Whig mass meeting at the same location on September 13, 1844. 
3. A lawyer in Gallatin, Elijah Boddie served four terms in the Tennessee 
House, 1827-29, 1831-33, 1835-37, and 1843-45. 
4. A Gallatin lawyer and Democratic elector in 1844, Josephus C. Guild served 
three terms in the Tennessee House, 1833-36, 1845-4 7, and 185 1-53, and sat 
for one term in the Tennessee Senate, 1837-39. 
5. A Democrat from Huntsville, Ala.,  William J. Sykes represented Madison 
County in the Alabama state legislature for one term, 1843-44. 
6. Reference is to the Whig mass meeting held in Clarksville, Tenn. ,  on Sep­
tember 12, 1844. 
7. A Kentucky lawyer and prominent Whig politician, John J. Crittenden's 
public career spanned five decades. He served in the U.S. Senate, 1817-19, 1835-
41,  1842-48, and 1855-61 ;  the U.S. House, 1861-63; the U.S. attorney general­
ship, 1841 and 1850-53; and the Kentucky governorship, 1848--50. 
8. Reference is to the Democratic meeting planned for September 20, 1844. 
9. Nephew of Hugh L. White and native of Knoxville, James W McClung prac­
ticed law in Huntsville, Ala. ;  served in the Alabama House as its Speaker in 1835, 
1837, and 1838; failed to win the governorship in 1841 as an independent; but 
won election in 1845 to the Alabama Senate and served until his death in 1848. 
10. Word illegible. 
1 1 .  Nashville Republican Banner printed a notice with the caption ''Attention 
Locos,"  but the author of the proposed bet was not named. 
TO ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
My Dear Sir Columbia Sept. 16th 1844 
A letter received to day from Williamson of Somerville, 1 renders it 
probable that Staunton 2 may still come up in a few days. If he does, 
Nicholson will immediately take his place. 
I promised to send you the names of the Democratic Speakers, to 
whom the letter is to be sent by the committee. I can only give you a 
part of them to night. In Counties where there are two or more speak­
ers, one letter addressed to them jointly will answer. The list is herewith 
enclosed. 3 
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Majr. Heiss writes me that the Pamphlet Edition of the "Vindication of 
E. Polk &c." will be out this week, a part of them on wednesday evening. 4 
I wish you to send 100. of the first that are struck to Edwin Polk Esqr 
Bolivar, through the mail. Send them in such way that he will only have 
newspaper postage to pay. 
Send one copy, of the first that are out to each Democratic member of 
Congress. When all are out send 25. copies to each Democratic member 
of Congress. 
Send 10 copies to each Democratic Elector in the Union, as far as their 
names can be ascertained from the newspapers. 
Send one copy, to each Democratic newspaper in the Union. 
Request Mr. Southall 5 to send one copy to each one of the list of per-
sons in this State which he has. 
Send one copy to each Democratic Speaker in this State. 
Send to any others in any part of the Union whom you may think of. 
Reserve 1 .000 copies for me and 1 .000 copies for Edwin Polk Esqr of 
Bolivar. Send them to Edwin & myseH: by the first safe opportunity, so 
as to avoid Postage if it can be done. 
I wish 100. of the first that are struck sent to me. Send them out to 
Mr. Langtry 6 on thursday, if you can get them. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. T---JPH. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Private. " Published in 
THM, II, pp. 144-45. 
1. Reference is to .James M. Williamson to Polk, September 1 1 ,  1844. 
2. Frederick P. Stanton. 
3. Armstrong's circular letter arranging campaign appointments in each 
county is not identified further; Polk's enclosed list has not been found. 
4. Reference is to John P. Heiss to Polk, September 14, 1844. 
5. Joseph B. Southall was appointed to the Democratic Central Committee 
by the state convention in November 1843. Other Nashville operatives included 
Felix Robertson, Andrew J. Donelson, Willoughby Williams, and Timothy Kezer. 
The Central Committee also conducted operations from Knoxville and Jackson. 
6. A Columbia merchant and bank director, Hillary Langtry became the post­
master of Columbia in January 1844 and served in that post until June 1845. 
FROM LEONARD P CHEATHAM 
Dr. Sir: Dresden Sept 16th 1844 
In my last 1 I refered to the Pension question at Springfield. Johnson's 
journals proved the assertions, that it was the Senates bill that passed 
&c &c. 2 Caruthers surrendered the point. I found before I left home 
Crockets speech, which shows the reasons why he you & others voted 
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as you did, 3 it has done good here. I filled most of Goes appointments 
while he was with Caruthers. Crockett 4 followed a while & has now 
backed out. Saturday Coe & myself had Dresden to ourselves. To day 
Coe & Brown 5 will meet at Trenton, I am staying here to meet Caruthers 
to-morrow & then to remain with him until I hand him over to Coe at 
Troy. 6 On Thursday last I left Coe & went to a barbecue at Robertsons 
on the Jackson road. I met Houston 7 there who says Cave is going on 
with Staunton 8 South &c. If Nicholson does not or some other person ac­
company Bell, Houston will endeavour to meet him tomorrow & remain 
with him until Coe can come up. 
Crittenden & Foster have been through here. Foster has left, his 
friends say to put out the fire in the mountains. Carroll & Gibson have 
been neglected by our Speakers. Still gain is going on; in this County 
a decided gain, from what I see & learn, we will come over Tennessee 
locked or nearly so. On Saturday several changed & among them Davis 
who had put up the Whig pole came out openly, on the ground he said of 
the Tariff question. He came to our room & remained until nearly bed 
time, as decided a democrat now as any. 9 
The excitement here is not equal to Middle Tennessee but the harvest 
is more abundant. In haste. 
L. P. CHEATHAM 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia and franked by Robert Armstrong. 
1 .  Cheatham wrote to Polk on September 4, 1844. 
2.  See Cave Johnson to Polk, September 4, 1844. 
3. David Crockett, a political and military leader in Tennessee's Western Dis­
trict, served two terms as a Democrat in the U.S. House, 1827-3 1 ;  during his 
third and final term in Congress, 1833-35, he sided with those who opposed 
Jackson's administration. In a speech delivered before the House of Represen­
tatives on March 19, 1830, Crockett objected to the Revolutionary soldiers' pen­
sion bill on two counts. The House bill allowed too high a ceiling ($1 ,000) on 
veterans' cash assets and thus provided some with unneeded assistance; the bill 
also excluded militia veterans and individual volunteers. 
4. John Wesley Crockett, son of David Crockett, practiced law in Paris, Ten­
nessee. He was elected as a Whig to Congress for two terms, 1837-41.  
5 .  Born in Ohio, Milton Brown moved to  Tennessee and lived in  Nashville 
and Paris before settling permanently in Jackson. A member of the Madison 
County bar, he served as chancellor of West Tennessee, 1837-39, and sat in the 
U.S. House for three terms, 1841-47. 
6. Reference is to the Democratic mass meeting scheduled for Troy on Sep­
tember 28, 1844. 
7 .  George S. Houston of Athens, Ala., served in the U.S. House, 1841-49 and 
1851-61 ;  he later served as governor of Alabama, 1874-78, and as U.S. senator 
in 1879, the year of his death. 
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8. Frederick P. Stanton. 
9. In a letter to the editor of the Nashville Union of September 23, 1844, W. 
L. Davis confirmed his affiliation with the Democratic party. 
TO JOHN P. HEISS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Sept. 16th 1844 
Yours of the 14th came to hand to day. You say you will have one or 
two thousand of the Pamphlet 1 out by wednesday night, and the balance 
during the week, and desire to know how you are to dispose of the first 
copies, which you get out. Send one copy to every Democratic newspaper 
in the Union. I suppose you have the name and title of a large number 
of them on your exchange list. Send 100. copies addressed through the 
Post office to Edwin Polk Esqr. Bolivar Tennessee. You can put them up 
in bundles of 25 or 50, and mark on the envelope the number of printed 
sheets which each bundle contains. Put up 200. copies for me and give 
them to Genl. Armstrong to be sent out. Furnish to Mr. Southall two or 
three hundred of a sufficient number put up in single copies, to send one 
to each of the list of names which he has in this state. Have a single copy 
sent also to each Democratic member of Congress. Genl. Armstrong has 
a directory containing their names and Post office. Put up all the balance 
in bundles of 25. each and deliver them to Genl. Armstrong and I will 
inform him how I wish them distributed. 
Send me one of the first copies which you strike off. 
I suggest that you put into the next Star Spangled Banner, the addi­
tional matter: viz Wallace's statement & the extracts, from the North 
Carolina vindication, which will appear in the Pamphlet, and which did 
not appear in the last Star-Spangled Banner. 
My news from New York and New Jersey is very fine. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. T--JPH. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Private. " Published in 
THM, II, p. 145. 
1 .  Reference is to the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
FROM HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON 1 
Dear Sir: ]Milledgeville Geo. Sep. 16th 1844 
I have the pleasure to acknowledge the rect. of your kind letter of the 
29th ult. 2 I regret exceedingly that you may not honor our State with 
a visit. But while I regret I must own, I approve your course. Perhaps 
the tenor of my letter on this point was indiscreet & in bad taste. If so, 
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you will find my apology in my zeal for the success for the Democratic 
cause. However much I would be pleased & feel honored, by such a visit 
to my own State & to my house, yet I gladly forego that, rather than 
you should compromit the dignity of your position before the American 
people, or subject yourself to censure. 
Knowing the flood of letters with which, you are doubtless deluged 
daily, I should not trouble you with this, did I not think its contents 
would be of sufficient interest to repay you for the time consumed in 
its perusal. By this I do not mean to claim any thing on account of its 
authorship or its merits as an epistolary production. Its interest (if it 
should possess any) will consist in the statement which I will give you of 
the prospect of "Young Hickory" in Georgia. In my first letter, I said, we 
expected to carry the state for you, by a handsome majority. That opin­
ion was based upon data, much less satisfactory, than that which I now 
have in possession. At that time, public opinion was still in its forming 
state; now I think it is made up. I have travelled extensively in the pros­
ecution of the labours of the campaign; and upon anxious and honest 
inquiry, from every part of the State, I have no reason to doubt the cor­
rectness of the opinion which I then gave you. Indeed, at every step of 
my inquiry, my opinion has been confirmed. Our party are thoroughly 
united and zealous. And when united, all prior elections in Georgia, 
have shown that we have the numerical strength, even without acces­
sions from the Whig ranks. Now we are not only united and aroused, 
but there are tangible and visible changes in our favour, in almost every 
county in the State ranging from Ten to Fifty, and in some few counties 
from Fifty to one hundred. How then can we fail of success? We cannot, 
unless extensive frauds and corruption are perpetrated at the ballot box 
by our opponents. This they will do, if they can. But we hope by vigilance 
to prevent it. We are sure of Four Members of Congress out of Eight, and 
we expect, not without good reason, to elect Six. The following is my cal­
culation on the best information, I can obtain, as to the result in October. 
The 1st Cong. Dist. may be Whig by 250 maj .  
The 3rd Cong. Dist. may be Whig by 150 maj .  
The 7th Cong. Dist. will be  Whig by 700 maj .  
The 8th Cong. Dist. will be Whig by 1500 maj .  
aggregrate Whig Maj 2600 
The 2d Cong. Dist. will be Dem. by 1000 maj .  
The 4th Cong. Dist. will be  Dem. by 300 maj .  
The 5th Cong. Dist. will be  Dem. by 2000 maj .  
The 6th Cong. Dist. will be  Dem. by 1500 maj .  
aggregate Dem Maj 4800 
Nett Democratic majority of the popular vote 2200 
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In this estimate, I give the 1st & 3rd Dist. to the Whigs. But we hope 
to carry them. The 1st is Tom. Butler King's3  (Whig) who is personally 
very unpopular; the 3d is Chappel's, 4 who occupies a very proud & com­
manding position before the Democracy. If we carry the State by 2000 
majority in October, we shall carry it by 4000 in November. There are a 
great number of voters who will vote with the Whigs in the congressional 
election, who will not vote directly for Mr. Clay. And besides, if we suc­
ceed in October, it will inspire the Den1ocracy & discourage the Whigs. 
But Georgia is a fickle State & all calculation on her must be reed. with 
caution. Still, unless our friends are wofully decieved, the above is a safe 
calculation. 
But let Georgia do as she may, I can but think victory will be ours 
in the final result. I have no fears of Pennsylvania, and I like the recent 
movements in New York exceedingly. For a time, I greatly feared that the 
anti-Texas, Tariff and ultra Van Buren Democrats would give us only a 
cold shoulder. But the nomination ofWright for Gov. & Butler for Elector 
has quieted my apprehensions & I now feel strong confidence, in the vote 
of N. York. With the vote of these two states and Virginia and Tennessee 
& the other states, which we know to be certain for Democracy I can but 
think your success is sure. 
I send you an old paper containing the official returns of 1842 . 5  That 
was a pretty fair test of the relative strength of parties in Georgia. It 
is true that Crawford has beaten Cooper for Govr. 6 since then, by near 
4000 votes. But the Democratic party were not all satisfied with Cooper's 
nomination. They did not unite on him. But that Election table may 
be of some little interest & use to you , in comparing the returns of an 
approaching election. It so happens that the same paper also contains an 
address of mine delivered before the Alumni of our State University. Its 
perusal may serve to while away an evening hour. If you should deem it 
worth reading, you will find that I am a pretty good Democrat. Although 
the occasion required a purely literary production, still my Democracy 
would ooze out occasionally. It abounds in typographical errors but your 
eye will correct them as it glances along. 
I dislike to draw a moment in your time; but really I am strongly 
tempted to ask a line from you about Tennessee & the prospect as to 
the final result. For of course you are in possession of the best infor­
mation from all points. But being personally interested yourself, you 
might deem such a request indelicate & impertinent. But of one thing, 
you may rest assured, that if you should deem such an anxiety on my 
part worthy of gratification, any thing which you might think proper to 
communicate in a spirit of confidence & candor, touching the prospects 
of the cause of Democracy, will be as sacred as the grave. 
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When that "vindication " 7 of your grand father, to which you refer, 
shall appear, please furnish me with it. But I can assure you, that slander 
is dead in Georgia: it will not influence ten votes in the State. If any 
thing, it has rebounded upon the Whigs themselves. 
Mrs. J. 8 joins me in expressions of high regard & sincere esteem. 
H. v. JOHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Milledgeville lawyer and 1844 Democratic presidential elector, Johnson 
served as U.S. senator, 1848--49; as judge of the Superior Court of Georgia, 1849-
53; as governor of Georgia for two terms, 1853-57;  and as senator in the Con­
federate Congress, 1863-65. In 1860 he ran unsuccessfully for vice-president on 
the Democratic ticket with Stephen A. Douglas. 
2. See Polk to Herschel V. Johnson, August 29, 1844. 
3. A lawyer from St. Simons Island, Ga.,  Thomas B. King served several terms 
in the Georgia Senate, 1832-37, and two terms in the U.S. House as a Whig, 
1839-43. An unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1842, he was returned to 
the U.S. House in 1845 and served until his resignation in 1850 . 
4. A lawyer from Macon, Absalom H. Chappell served in both houses of the 
Georgia legislature prior to his election as a states' rights Whig to one term in 
the U.S.  House, 1843-45. 
5.  Enclosure not found. 
6. George W Crawford and Mark A. Cooper. A Georgia Whig, Crawford served 
in the state legislature, 1837-1842; the U.S. House, 1843; the governorship of 
Georgia, 1843-4 7; and the cabinet of Zachary Taylor. Cooper, a states' rights 
Whig, won a seat in the U.S. House in 1839; lost his bid for reelection; filled the 
congressional seat the late William C. Dawson, 1842-43; and ran unsuccessfully 
for the Georgia governorship in 1844. 
7 .  Reference is to the Nashville Vindication pamphlet and its defense of Eze­
kiel Polk's loyalty to the American revolutionary cause. 
8. Ann Polk Johnson, born in 1809 in Somerset County, Md. ,  married Johnson 
in 1833; she was the daughter of William Polk, who served as a judge on the 
Maryland Court of Appeals from 1806 until 1812. 
FROM JOHN K. KANE 
My dear sir, Phila. 16 Sept. 1844 
I take the liberty of sending you our two most recent pamphlets. The 
one addressed to the Native Americans is by Mr. Richard Rush. The 
other is mine 1 
This last will show you the course which we are taking on the Tariff 
question. It is one that all Mr. Clay's letters cannot affect, and which 
so far at least has made the topic a harmless one. On the whole, I am 
glad that the Whigs have said so much about it. They have forced our 
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people to reflect more full than they have heretofore done on the effects 
of the protective policy, and have prepared them to listen favourably to a 
discussion of its character. Before your four years are out Pennsylvania 
will be disembarassed on the subject. 
Our Majority for Shunk promises now to be 20,000; and it is doubtful 
whether the majority for Electors will be the larger or the smaller of 
the two. Of New Jersey, we have ceased to doubt: it is our's by at least 
2000. Delaware is debateable ground: 100 will turn the chances there. 
Maryland too is full of promise. Taking in the whole horizon, it really 
looks as if you were to have 20 States of the 26. 
J. K. KANE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover 
states that he answered this letter on October 4, 1844. 
1. A lawyer, diplomat, and writer, Richard Rush served as U.S. attorney gen­
eral, 1814-1 7;  as acting secretary of state, 1817;  as minister to Great Britain, 
1817-25; as secretary of the Treasury, 1825-29; and as minister to France, 184 7-
49. An unsuccessful vice-presidential candidate on John Q. Adams' ticket in 
1828, he moved into the Democratic ranks during the fight over rechartering 
the Second Bank of the United States. In 1844 Rush wrote the pamphlet, To the 
Democratic Citizens of Pennsylvania. Remarks on the Rise of the Native Ameri­
can Party. Kane's pamphlet has not been identified. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
Mecklenburg, Tenn. September 16, 1844 
Ramsey notifies Polk that Haywood's "Vindication" of Ezekiel Polk has been 
printed in the Washington Globe; however, the extracts from the histories of 
the Revolutionary War in the South were not included. 1 Ramsey notes that the 
barbecue in Kingsport "was the largest meeting ever held in East Tennessee. "  2 
Concerned about the possibilities of election frauds in Tennessee, he suggests 
that the penalties for illegal voting should be published in the Nashville news­
papers and perhaps in the Columbia newspapers as well. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See J. G. M. Ramsey to Polk, September 3, 1844. 
2.  A Democratic mass meeting was held i[n Kingsport, September 12-13, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
D Sir 1 7  Septemr [18]44 
I am not satisfied of the propriety of answering all the mass of trash 
and nonsense put out by the Whig paper here. Still I urged Harris on to 
a defence of what you see in the Whig of to day. 1 I could find but little 
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data. Your course in Congress on the Land bill is not at hand tho it is 
publish some place fully. 2 Where is it? I told Harris he must Charge 
upon Clay every thing and let them answer and defend as Clay is doing 
in letter writing, mixing himself up. 
Foster is back to night from Hendersonville. I will ascertain his route. 
It is said to be back to the District. 
We are geting the letters off for the different Counties. The Letters 
to the speakers will be attended to. McLemore is dangerously Ill at the 
Inn. Keeble will leave in a few days. If Maine is only True it will be a 
Damper. Have the meeting as Large at Spring Hill 3 as posible. In haste. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLC--JKP Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 19, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. A lengthy editorial criticizing the Nashville Union's campaign biography 
of Polk appeared in the Nashville Whig on September 17,  1844. It attacked in 
particular the campaign biography's account of Polk's stand on the public lands 
and occupancy questions. The next day the Nashville Union defended Polk's 
position on those questions as having been held uniformly and consistently. On 
September 23, 1844, the Union published a longer, more detailed answer to Whig 
charges about Polk's record on the public lands and occupancy issues. 
2. Armstrong's reference to a published account of Polk's position on the land 
bill is not identified further. 
3. Reference is to the Democratic mass meeting at Spring Hill, Tenn. ,  on 
September 20, 1844. 
FROM JOHN BLAIR 1 
Dr freind: Jonesborough Sepr. 1 7  1844 
I have cautiously omitted writing you, ever since your nomination to 
the Presidency because of the disposition which was apparent amongst 
your freinds both at Baltimore & elsewhere to tax you with their corre­
spondence. I now feel that I must break silence & add to the stock of 
taxation a moment. East Tennessee as you know has been the region of 
darkness and an extraordinary effort has been made on the part of our 
Democratic freinds to effect a change. We have called our freinds to all 
the public meetings Barbacues &c & furnished cloathing to the naked 
& subsistence to the destitute & so far all things have gone well. The 
Whigs are holding on, or trying so to do to their party with a death-like 
grip & everything that money can affect is done & still they are lavishing 
their means to regain their losses, (for losses they have sustained) and 
deluging the country with documents & pamphlets & papers: in this 
they have the advantage of us for our Editors are both poor our iten-
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erant speakers mostly so, & those of us who could or would open the 
purse have contributed to pay an Editor for the Sentinel, 2 to defray the 
expenses of travelling speakers to cloathe feed & carry out the poor & 
penniless amongst us, until money cannot be raised for further prosecut­
ing the war. What is to be done? AB a last expedient we have concluded 
to address our wealthy friends at Nashville & Gifford 3 is the bearer of a 
communication to the committee of correspondence at Nashville in or­
der to see if any thing can be done. I have more faith in you, than all 
others to put this thing into operation, & take the liberty of thus freely 
communicating with you. It will not do to loose hold at this stage of 
the game. The skies are bright & if overclouded between this & Novem­
ber it must be, from the use of means not within our controul, in pos­
session of our opponents. I have just returned from the convention at 
Kingsport4 where were more persons assembled than has ever assem­
bled in E Tenn & the spirit of Democracy aroused for any emerge[ncy] . 5 
That feeling must be kept up & if pernnitted to wane must ensue in our 
loss of what we have gain[ed] . I did, & do believe, that Tennessee could 
be carried without a single postate6 if the fire could be kept up so as to 
insure a full turn out at the polls of the lazy Democrats. But we are not 
left to rest on the plans. We have changes every where, in our favour if 
we can hold on to them, & rest assured we can do [so] if invested with 
means to carry on the combat. You will see that the Argus 7 is adver­
tised for sale, & an attempt is made to silence that portion of our ar­
tillery. Gifford can prise 8 you with his difficulties whilst the whigs are 
deficient in no means but even Nashville is contributing to their freinds 
here on the Whig side, some sixty to eighty documents a week to each 
little Country Post office, and that too of matter most false & foul. I 
will forbear further to write as it is now near 12 oclock in the night & 
Gifford is waiting for me to close. I refer you to him for further partic­
ulars. I hope & pray, yes, I believe the next letter which I address you 
will be after you shall have been elevated to the summit of earthly pro­
motion for which I mean to earnestly contend until the last vote shall be 
cast. 
JoHN BLAIR 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia.. 
1 .  A merchant, manufacturer, and lawyer in Washington County, John Blair 
served as a Democrat in the U.S. House from 1823 until 1835; he lost his bid for 
reelection in 1834 to William B.  Carter. 
2. Reference is to the Jonesboro Tennessee Sentinel, which was founded in 
1835 to serve the Democracy of Washington, Sullivan, Greene, and Hawkins 
counties. 
3. Lawson Gifford helped establish the Jonesboro Tennessee Sentinel in 1835. 
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He also assisted in founding the Knoxville Argus, a Democratic newspaper edited 
by E. G. Eastman and first published on June 27, 1839. 
4. Reference is to a Democratic mass meeting held at Kingsport, September 
12-13, 1844. 
5.  Word ending obliterated here and on lines below, probably by mending tape. 
6. Misspelling of "apostate. "  
7.  Knoxville Argus. 
8. Misspelling of "apprise." 
FROM WILLIAM E. CRAMER 1 
Albany Argus office 
Gov Polk [Albany, N.Y. ]  Septem 17th [1844] 2 
I have delayed writing you, until after the Whigs had made their nom­
inations. 3 We can now better ascertain "the lay of the land."  The cam­
paign will not only be animated but contested beyond all example. Both 
Parties look upon this State as the battle ground-the debateable coun­
try of the Presidential canvass. 
The N omination on both sides are the strongest names that could have 
been presented and both Parties are now perfectly united. 4 The exertion 
will therefore be intensive and corresponding to the might of the Stake. 
Our friends feel sanguine. I think too sanguine. There is much yet 
remains to be done. I an happy to say that work is now doing. We are 
organizing effectively in every District in the State. This will be the lever 
to lift us in. 
The Whigs are also well organized, but I think not so effectively as in 
1840. Their late decreased vote in Maine shows that some of their system 
is out of gear. Mr. Clay's two last letters have injured him seriously i n  all 
the Northern States and particularly in Western New York. In the one, 
he is a quasi Texas man and in the other he repudiates Cassius M Clays 
celebrated invitation to the Abolitionists. 5 This puts an impassable gulf 
between him and them. If they vote their own ticket the State is ours 
beyond a question. They will poll from 15 to 20,000 votes and therefore 
hold the balance of power. Before Mr C 's false letter they were hesitating 
whether they should not vote for him. For a few weeks we were on a 
volcano. But just in time have come these missives from Ashland. You 
in the Southwest cannot appreciate the commotion they have created. 
You see that he has placed himself at war with the positions taken by 
Webster, Choate, Seward Granger Fillmore and Corwin. 6 But while in 
their own hearts they feel deeply indignant, they are now busy in trying 
to explain away some of the unfortunate paragraphs. But it is too late. 
I think Mr C has doomed himself. The judgment you have exhibited in 
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abstaining from writing letters for the Public, is in singular and proud 
contrast with the course of your great competitor. I have heard more 
than one or our able men allude to it. The Whig papers are busy half 
their time in explaining Clays letters. This puts them on the defensive 
While our friends are constantly assumling the offensive. 
In New York city our friends claim at least 4000 majority. In St. 
Lawrence County, we shall have 1000. In 1840 that county gave Harri­
son 52 majority. New York gave Van Buren only 994. This will certainly 
be a handsome gain in two counties. The rest of the State will not do 
as well but after a careful look over the whole ground my impression is 
that we will carry this State. Mr Wrights nomination knits us together 
with cords of steel and Texas and Anti-Texas Democrats are all in the 
same boat. 
On the strength of the representation from leading democrats Ten­
nessee, our friends here are betting heavily on that State. I pray they 
may not deceive us. 
We have a mass convention here on the 2nd of October. We then expect 
Gansevoort Melville. 
WM. E. CRAMER 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. William E. Cramer, son of Polk's form1�r colleague in the U.S. House, John 
Cramer, had been associated with the Albany Argus since March 1843. 
2.  Date identified through content analysis. 
3. On September 1 1 ,  1844, the Whig state convention at Syracuse nominated 
Millard Fillmore for governor and Samuel J·. Wilkin for lieutenant governor. 
4. Reference is to Silas Wright, Jr. , and to Millard Fillmore. 
5. Reference probably is to Henry Clay's second Alabama letter and to his 
Lexington letter of September 2. 
6. Daniel Webster, Rufus Choate, William H. Seward, Francis Granger, Mil­
lard Fillmore, and Thomas Corwin. Having won elections to single terms in the 
Massachusetts House and Senate, Choate served as a Whig in the U.S. House, 
183 1-34, and in the U.S. Senate, 1841-45. Governor of New York from 1838 to 
1842, Seward served two terms in the U.S. Senate, 1848-60; he served as secre­
tary of state under Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson. A New York lawyer 
and Whig, Granger served two terms in the U.S. House, 1835-37 and 1838-41 ,  
before resigning t o  accept a n  appointment a s  postmaster general i n  William H .  
Harrison's cabinet; h e  held that post from March until September 1841 ,  when he 
returned to the U.S. House to fill a seat vacated by John Greig. An Ohio lawyer, 
Corwin served as a Whig member of the U.S. House, 1831-40, and as governor 
of Ohio, 1840-42; elected to the U.S. Senate in 1845, he resigned to become sec­
retary of the Treasury under Millard Fillmore and held that post from 1850 to 
1853. 
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FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Tues. morn 
My Dear Sir Nashville Sept. 17.  1844 
Late on Saturday night before starting on my homeward ride I dropp­
ed you a line, advising you of sundry matters referred to in your letter 
of the day before. 1 Your letter to Gen. Armstrong received last night 2 
enclosing a paragraph, induced me to rise this morning at the ringing of 
the market-bell to prepare as far as I could the defence of your course 
on the public lands, occupants, &c, and ere I had written a page along 
came the Whig of this morning3 groaning under nine columns of a poor 
attempt to review my biographical sketches-a batch of old slanders re­
vised, nothing more. It is evidently from Meig's4  pen upon items fur­
nished by Bell, who is nettled at the position which he is given in the 
sketch. Accordingly I shaped an article to the point on the subject of 
Pub. lands &c., which you will see in to-morrow's paper, 5 and made 
sundry other paragraphs for the same number calculated to repel the 
slanders contained in the Whig, which are evidently intended for foreign 
use. 
The article describing your course on the public lands goes as far as 
my data run, and I have not desired to make it long, lest it should not 
be as readily copied by contemporaries in refutation of these charges. 
Their object is clearly to put us on the defence, which I tell Laughlin 
must be avoided as much as possible. 
If you have additional data which will further illustrate your course 
in favor of "the settlers" after you have seen the article in tomorrow's  
Union please send it  to me under cover to Genl. Armstrong, and I will 
use it according to your direction. 
Kendall 's "Clay & the Squatters" has been published in the Star Span­
gled Banner, 6 is now standing in type, and Mr. Heiss tells me he is about 
to print a quantity more extra copies. I have advised him to insert in the 
Union and he will do so. 
You will have seen by the morning's paper that bets are being made 
very freely by our friends here. 7 
I met the Whig handbill of last night by an expose under P.S. in this 
morning's Union as "a weak exertion of the enemy. " 8 
If Maine, in spite of the "money and men of Boston" proves right; we 
shall be overjoyed. If not we must make the best of it as not affecting 
the general result. 
J. GEo. HARRis 
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[P.S.] The presses are at work on the ''Vindication. "  It will take several 
nights and days to run off 10,000 copies. 9 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 19, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. See J. George Harris to Polk, September 14, 1844. 
2.  See Polk to Robert Armstrong, September 16, 1844. 
3. Reference is to the Nashville Whig. 
4. Return J. Meigs, a Davidson County lawyer, served briefly as general and 
court reporter for the state from early 1839 until November of that year. He 
became U.S. attorney for Middle TennessBe in 1841 and represented Davidson 
County as a Whig in the Tennessee Senate from 1847 until 1849. 
5. In his article in the Nashville Union of September 18, 1844, Harris argued 
that Polk had pursued a "uniform course" in favor of the occupants. 
6. A newspaperman and member of Andrew Jackson's "Kitchen Cabinet,"  
Amos Kendall served as  postmaster general from 1835 until 1840. In  1 842 he 
edited a Washington biweekly, Kendall's Expositor. The following year, Kendall 
issued a prospectus for a biography of Jac:kson, but never finished it. The text 
of his pamphlet, Mr. Clay Against the Frontier Settlers ( 1844), appeared in the 
Nashville Star Spangled Banner of September 2 1 ,  1844. The Nashville Union 
had published the same text under the caption, "Henry Clay Against the Frontier 
Settlers,"  on July 9, 1844, and repeated it on October 14th. 
7. Reference is to an article in the Nashville Union, which correctly states 
that Nashville partisans had bet $3,000 on Polk's presidential campaign. See 
Robert Armstrong to Polk, September 16, 1844. 
8 .  Reference is to the Postscript section of the Nashville Union in which 
Harris accused the Carlisle Statesman of duplicity. According to Harris, the 
Statesman raised the Polk standard in order to pull it down. 
9. Harris wrote his postscript in the left margin of the last page of his letter. 
FROM WILLIAM HENDRICKS 1 
Dear Sir Madison Indiana Sept. 17.  1844 
I had the pleasure of receiving a line from you during the past sum­
mer2 and events since the commencement of this campaign are as far 
as I am capable of judging more and n10re cheering. In this quarter the 
party are certainly gaining strength continually and although a strange 
series of incidents in some 5 or 6 counties have given the Whigs a small 
majority on joint ballot yet the popular vote was certainly with us on the 
first Monday of August last by about 1700 over and above the vote of 
last year which selected a democratic Gov. 3 by about 2000. We are too, 
unquestionably stronger now than we were then. Moreover before the 
Presidential election we shall have time to hear from the annual elec­
tions of Pennsylvania and Ohio and should their results cheer us as we 
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doubt not they will we shall carry this state by a very respectable major­
ity and feel Kentucky our neighbor quivering like an aspen leaf. 
Business took me last month into Ohio, through Columbus Mount Ver­
non and to Mansfield not very far from the Lake. 4 Ohio is engaged with 
all her powers on both sides in a mighty struggle. The Whigs pretend to 
be sanguine and confident of success, and the Democrats certainly are 
so. And unless our political friends are much deceived, they will certainly 
carry the state. Never were parties better organized or more generally 
active. It was said and believed that the Whigs in summing up their re­
ports from the entire state in its various counties and townships were 
discouraged; that their returns shewed 4 columns No. 1 .  Whigs. No. 2 
Democrats. 3. Abolitionists and the 4th doubtful, and that they had 
come to the conclusion that unless new impulses could be given and new 
ground gained, that they must be beaten, and that renewed & desperate 
efforts were making. 
At Mansfield I saw Mordecai Bartley whom you know; an excellent 
man and the Whig candidate for Governor. 5 He talked freely and can­
didly about the conflict: has not travelled much through the state: 
thinks it will be a hard battle, and expects to be elected; but bases his 
calculation on the results of 1840. He was you will probably remember 
2 or 3 congresses in the Ho Reps with you. 
I have just been receiving and answering some cheering intelligence 
from N.W. Penna. and Western N. York. My information does not at all 
doubt the results of those states and we think here that New Jersey is 
more certain than either. Last nights mail brought us accounts of victory 
in Maine which you will know as much about as we do ere this reaches. 
You must be overloaded with correspondence and I shall not expect 
you to trouble yourself with a reply to this letter but hope and expect to 
know that you have been successful in the final result before the close of 
November. 
WILLIAM HENDRICKS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Born and educated in Pennsylvania, Hendricks migrated first to Ohio, 
where he taught school and read law, and then to Indiana, where he enjoyed 
a lengthy politica] career. He served as a member of the U.S. House, 1816-22; as 
governor of Indiana, 1822-25; and as U.S. Senator, 1825-37. 
2.  Reference is to Polk's letter to Hendricks of July 4, 1844. 
3. Reference is to James Whitcomb. 
4. Lake Erie. 
5. A farmer originally from Pennsylvania, Mordecai Bartley removed to Rich­
land County, Ohio, in 1814. He served two years in the Ohio Senate, 1817-18; 
held the post of land office register for the Virginia military district of Ohio from 
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1818-23;  and sat four terms in the U.S. House, 1823-3 1.  He removed to Mans­
field, Ohio, in 1834 and subsequently served three years as governor of Ohio, 
1844-46. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
My dear Col, [Hermitage September 17, 1844] 1 
The within letter is from one of my compatriots in arms, now Genl. 
Davis & for many years Marshal of \Vestern District of Pennsylvania, 
and on whose information I greatly rely� The Revd. Mr. Campbell within 
named, 2 is our old friend and preacher in Nashville. He like all good 
christians who knows Clays immoral character will not vote for him. 
How different this is to the majority of our Protestant clergy in these 
parts. New York & Pennsylvania, are now both certain for the Democ­
racy & let Ohio go as she will, your election is sure if you live. We all 
kindly salute you & Lady. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DLC--JKP Addressed to Columbia under the frank of Andrew Jackson. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. Jackson appended his letter to 
one received from John M. Davis and dated September 9, 1844. Jackson also 
forwarded a letter from Davis to Polk of September 9, 1844. 
2. Davis wrote Jackson that Allan D. Campbell had paid him a visit the previ­
ous week, had asked to be remembered to tf ackson, and had mentioned that he 
intended to vote for Polk. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Nashville, Tenn. September 18, 1844 
Armstrong urges Polk to secure McClung's campaign services in East Ten­
nessee and Sykes' assistance in Wilson and Smith Counties. He notes that 
McLemore is very ill. While news is good from every quarter, Armstrong re­
mains a little anxious about state elections in Maine. 
ALS. DLC--JKP Addressed to Columbia.. 
FROM JOHN lP. HEISS 
Union Office 
Dear Sir, Nashville Sep. 18 1844 
It happens to be an unfortunate mornent for us to print as neat a pam­
phlet 1 as we could wish on account of paper. The Cumberland River has 
been so long low that we are compelled to use an inferior article. 
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I have procured a ream of superior paper which will print near five 
hundred copies for your own especial use. You write for only two hun­
dred copies, and, if you desire the balance forwarded to you, please in­
form Gen. Armstrong or myself. I send but twenty five copies by this 
evenings mail on account of the quality of the paper as stated above but 
will print on the fine paper to-morrow and send you the balance you 
desire. 
While sending a copy to each Democratic Member of Congress, would 
it not be as well at the same time, to send one to each Democratic Elector 
in the different States? 
JOHN P. HEISS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 20, 1844. 
1. Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
FROM D.ANIEL KENNEY 1 
Dear Sir, Jonesborough Sep. 18. 1844 
Among the thousand letters which I know you must receive, I deem 
it not out of place to also address a line at this very momentous crisis 
in our affairs, to yourself. I scarcely know whether or not it is proper, 
that I should do so. But such is the importance of the present canvass, I 
have ventured to make you this approach. Judging from the past I know 
you have the fullest confidence in in the uprightness of my course and 
the integrity of my purpose. I have been for some time past devoting 
all my time to the canvass, and intend up to the election to do nothing 
else. My opinion is, that as much depends upon the success of our party 
and our principles, as depended upon the success of the struggle of our 
Revolutionary Fathers in 1776. In view of this who can be still by day or 
by night? All! All! ought and must work to Land the Ship of State safely 
to its Republican moorings. The great Mass meeting at Kingsport is just 
over. We had from Twenty five to Thirty Thousand present. It lasted 
Two days. We had upwards of six hundred waggons and carriages on the 
ground; and old Va God bless her poured out her thousands. We shall 
carry her by more than the old Jackson Majority, no mistake. Many of 
her distinguished sons were present, and addressed the meeting. Many 
of the Virginians informed me, that in 1844 they were fighting over again 
the Battle "98" 2 and as they then Triumphed by the powers of the Con­
stitution, and the right arm of Republican freemen, so they would do 
again in 1844. 
In this part of the state East of the mountains, we shall make a great 
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and glorious gain upon our opponents and they know it. The great Mass 
meeting at Athens comes off on the 25th. Two of our talented, and 
best speakers will be there-the Hon R. W Powell, and Col. Landon C. 
Haynes. 3 East Tennessee will be her s:elf again like she was in 1832. The 
old Jackson men are coming into their old Republican course. It is highly 
important that every county in the state should be thoroughly organized 
by classing all the voters but especially the doubtful, or those who can 
be opperated upon. Every one of this class should be noted down in a 
Book by the central committee in each county and then we should know 
on Whom to opperate and by what kind of Documents, as well as by the 
man or men, who could exercise over them the most influence until the 
election is over. This to my mind is a great matter! 
I know that you ought not, nor will not do any thing in a public way, 
but through your friends at Columbia or at Nashville much good may 
be done by wholsome private advice. The Whig Banner4 published at 
Nashville, is pouring in upon us by thousands to every post office in this 
section of the state, free of charge. The excitement here never was as 
great as at present, and the Democracy feel confident of success, and 
are fighting the Battle like men fighting for Liberty as did their Father's 
in the days of the Revolution. The fact is we must succeed and the the 
Democracy must open if needed their purses as well as their mouthes, 
and that too over the whole American Union. The Whigs having the 
money will spend almost the last cent they have rather than be defeated. 
The central committee at Nashville must be stired up to double their 
diligence. They have been doing much but I think they can do more. I 
hope therefore from this onward that all, yes, every Democrat will renew 
the contest, with double vigour. The ti1ne will soon be over, and all should 
attend to the election instead of his private affairs, and no one will regret 
it after the election is over. 
DANL. KENNEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Jonesboro physician and merchant, Kenney served a single term in the 
Tennessee House, 1843-45, for Greene, Hawkins, and Washington counties. 
2. Kenney probably refers to the Virginia Resolutions of December 24, 1 798, 
which were written by James Madison in response to the passage of the Alien 
and Sedition Acts earlier that year. 
3. A native of Maryland, Robert W Powell practiced law in Elizabethton and 
for two terms, 1841-45, represented the c:ounties of Carter, Johnson, Sullivan, 
and Washington in the Tennessee Senate. Born in Elizabethton, Landon C. 
Haynes sat for Washington County in the 'fennessee House for one term, 1845-
47; represented Carter, Johnson, Sullivan, and Washington counties in the Ten­
nessee Senate for one term, 1847-49; and in 1849 returned for one additional 
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term in the Tennessee House, where he served as Speaker. Haynes was a presi­
dential elector both in 1844 and 1860. 
4. Reference probably is to the Nashville Republican Banner. 
FROM ROBERT WEAKLEY 1 
Dear Sir, Lockeland September 18th 1844 
Permit me to introduce to you acquaintance Mr. Lyman C. Draper2 
my freind as a gentleman whos traveling over our state to obtain infor­
mation from all the first settleler he may be able to see that are now 
living-any aid you can be able to give, will be thankfully acknowledged, 
by your old friend. Mr. Draper's Object is to Publish a History of the 
old pioners of Tennessee & Kentucky. He likewise as a wish to become 
acquainted with you as he is your political friend. He is Just on from 
the East. My health is not good I can Scarcely get about, wishing good 
health, and success in the approaching Election. 
R. WEAKLEY 
[P.S.] Please excuse this scrall as I can scarcely see to write. R.W 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Surveyor, planter, and bank director, Weakley served two terms in the Ten­
nessee House, 1 796-99, and six terms in the Tennessee Senate, 1 799-1805, 
1807-09, 1819-2 1,  and 1823-25. He won election to one term in the U.S. House, 
1809-1 1 ;  but lost his bid for the Tennessee governorship in 1815.  
2.  Historian, collector, and librarian, Draper gathered oral histories from pi­
oneers residing in the western part of New York, his native state; he pursued 
that line of research southward to Alabama and Mississippi. Often Draper sup­
plemented his oral accounts with articles from contemporary newspapers, court 
records, letters, diaries, and other manuscript sources. In 1854 he moved from 
northern Mississippi to Wisconsin, where he served as secretary of the Wisconsin 
State Historical Society, 1854-86. He published King's Mountain and Its Heroes 
in 1881 and edited ten volumes of Wisconsin Historical Collections. Upon his 
death he bequeathed his collection to the Wisconsin State Historical Society. 
FROM ALFRED BALCH 1 
My Dear Sir, Nashville 19th Sept [18]44 
Strangers from every point of the compass are dropping into our hotel 
every day and such is the public anxiety about the Presidential elections 
that all feel themselves authorized unceremoniously to inquire of each 
man the state of the public sentiment in the part of the country whence 
he comes. Since you left I have made it by business to gather up what 
these strangers report and as Grundy used to say "to put this and that 
88 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
together. " 2 In all the news coming to us in this way there is one grand 
feature to wit "that you have gained, that you are now gaining and that 
you must continue to gain. " 3 The Whigs themselves admit this impor­
tant fact. It is of great consequence to all of us whether successful or 
beaten that we should carry Tennessee. I have a bushel of news from 
very many of our counties. I have noted it down as well as the sources 
where they were entirely reliable-have turned it over in my mind coaly 
and I assure you that I entertain a perfect conviction that we shall carry 
our state and possibly by a majority which will astonish our adversaries 
as well as ourselves. The tendency of every thing we hear points to such 
a glorious heart cheering result. Your friends are coming up boldly and 
cheerfully to their work. The leaders of the Whigs are down hearted and 
their tone is evidently subdued. The general tone of a party is in ninety 
cases out of a hundred the best possible evidence of its strength in a hotly 
contested election. I was not in Pen. or Va. more than three days before 
I decided that both states were irrecoverably lost to Clay. I formed my 
judgt on this general tone & confident feeling of all our friends. 
In the District our forces are increased. Likewise in Middle Ten. and 
east of the moun ties. Even in Dn 4 we shall reduce the Whig majority 
somewhat and in Cave J ohnsons wholle District add largely. AB I have 
belived for sixty days that you will be elected our President I should be 
profoundly mortified at our defeat in cheated defrauded, deluded demo­
cratic Tennessee for in truth her people are decidedly democratic if they 
could get to understand themselves! If you are President they will soon 
come to this point. Mr. Senator Foster reached here Monday night last 
and left Wednesday morning for the conventions of East Tennessee soon 
to be held. 5 Ephraim cannot see further into a mill-stone than his neigh­
bours but I am very certain from what a whig told me who saw him in 
the West, that he sees a probable defeat ahead. 
It seems to me that a victory in Ten . will kill John Bell outright and 
downright. His bosom is hotter than the centre of Aetna 6 when it is 
pouring forth its burning lava. 
Had these men possessed real hard sense they would have foreseen in 
1835 the terrible fate which now awaits them. Old Bob 7 requested me 
in 35 to talk to Ephraim which I did and told him what he would come 
to. His friends however say that if he is whipped he will laugh it off, will 
resign and become once more the agent of the Planters Bank by which 
he can "put money in his purse. " 8  
I expect to receive a frank and cornprehensive letter from Butler 9 
which I will enclose to you. 
When I was travelling with Houston and his wife 10 I told her to say to 
Mrs. Polk that I expected to stand very near her on the 4th of March next 
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whilst you were delivering your inaugural in the portico of the Capitol. 
She replied that she hoped so but she was afraid my phrophecy would 
not be verified. If Mrs. H has forgotten to deliver my message I now 
repeat it. 
ALFRED BALCH 
[P.S.] Saturday Ev. 21st. The news from Maine altho expected cheered 
our friends throughout the City; and was unpalatable to our opponents. 
It is not difficult to tell how they will feel should we succeed in Jersey 
& Maryland as well as in Pena. N. Hampshire Ohio &c &c &c. Your 
course from this till the 4th of November is a plain one-to be still­
keep at home say little and do nothing but eat up your rations and take 
excellent care of your health. We are all in the best possible spirits! AB. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Nashville lawyer and an influential political strategist, Balch was named 
to a four-year term as judge of the U.S. Middle District of Florida in 1840; He 
resigned his judgeship before the end of his term and declined all subsequent 
overtures to run for public office. 
2. Mentor for Polk's legal training and early political career, Felix Grundy 
served as chiefjustice of Kentucky's Supreme Court prior to moving to Nashville 
in 1807. He won election as a War Democrat to two terms in the U.S. House, 
181 1-14; sat in the Tennessee House for two terms, 1815-19; and served in the 
U.S. Senate from 1829 until 1838, when he resigned to become U.S. attorney 
general. Grundy returned in 1839 to the U.S. Senate and served until his death 
in December of 1840. Balch's Grundy quotation is not identified further. 
3. Paraphrase of the motion proposed by John Dunning, Baron Ashburton, 
and passed by the British House of Commons in 1780: "The influence of the 
Crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to be diminished. "  
4 .  Davidson County. 
5.  While en route to a Whig mass meeting in Athens, Tenn. ,  Ephraim H. 
Foster was notified that his father, Robert C. Foster, was gravely ill. He returned 
to Nashville. 
6. Reference is to Mount Etna, an active volcano in eastern Sicily. 
7 .  Reference is to Ephraim H. Foster's father, Robert C. Foster. 
8. Paraphrase of a line from William Shakespeare's Othello, act 1 ,  scene 3. 
9.  Probably Benjamin F. Butler. 
10. George S. and Mary Beatty Houston. 
FROM JOHN I. DEGRAFF 1 
My Dear Sir Schenectady N.Y. Sepr 19, 1844 
I need not congratulate you on your unexpected Position as a can­
didate for the Highest Honor in the world. You must long ere this be 
surfeited with salutations of that sort but I will simply congratulate you 
90 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
on the cheering prospects before us. Vve are daily gaining ground in this 
state as well as elsewhere. I have never at any time witnessed a better 
feeling a better spirit and a more anirnated desire for success. The rank 
& file or rather a portion of them which left us in 1840 have returned 
to our ranks. Your nomination has aflforded them an apology when they 
would not so generally have come out under Mr. Van Buren. You know 
Van has no better friend in the U states than your Humble servant, yet 
I have well known for two years past that we should have been beaten 
with him in 1844. While I feel confident we shall carry everthing with 
young Hickory at our head, Mr. Van Buren has been so long before the 
public the common people wanted a new man. They wanted a common 
ground upon which they can travel with their old associates and com­
rades & with whom they travelled prior to 1840. The avalanches that 
fell upon his administration although not arising from any fault of his, 
had its effect and made impressions upon common minds that are not 
easily removed. Many of them would not return to the Demo Ranks un­
der Van Buren. They are now with us here and elsewhere. Mr. Clay 
has injured himself greatly by answering too many Letters. His late 
Letters do him much injury. 2 I now think most of the Abolitionists will 
vote their own ticket. If they do there can be no doubt at least scarcely 
any doubt in regard to N. York state [ . . .] 3 The Whigs will not hazard 
any bets on this state, so I am credibly informed. All will however de­
pend upon the feeling that may exist with moderate men of the Demo 
Party on the Texas question. Some few are alarmed at any acquisition 
of Territories of states, beyond the Limits of the Present states & Terri­
tories. The alarm on that subject is daily lessening and will in all human 
probability not be thought of on the day of Election. I have from the 
first been in favour of the annexation. The Whigs here calculate some 
upon Tennessee. It seems to me they calculate without their Host, al­
though you will have a severe Battle in Tennessee. Indeed Tennessee & 
NY will be the Main Battle Grounds. With best regards for Mrs. Polk I 
remain . . . .  
JoHN I .  DEGRAFF 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 3, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. DeGraff was a merchant and banker who served two terms in the U.S. 
House, 1827-29 and 1837-39. He declined an offer to become secretary of the 
Treasury in Martin Van Buren's cabinet. 
2. In addition to Henry Clay's two Alabama letters, reference probably is to 
his Lexington letter of September 2, 1844l. 
3. Word illegible. 
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FROM ARNOLD S. HARRIS 1 
Dr Sir Nashville Sep 19 [1844] 2 
The "Star in the East" has risen and shines brightly-Maine glorious 
Maine comes in beyond our most sanguine hopes. 3 The Coons in town 
took to their hollow stumps soon after the mail came in. The democrats 
are in a perfect delerium of joy. Tomorrow night the "big gun" will be 
brought out and the death knell of whiggery will be sounded. This great 
and decisive victory will strike a panic among the Whigs and throw every 
fence man over on our side. Its effect will be irresistable. The ball started 
at Maine with such a momentum cannot be stopped short of the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
Enclosed is the slip, made up from others reed. here to night. 4 
A. HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Arnold S. Harris, a resident of Arkansas, was Robert Armstrong's son-in­
law. 
2 .  Date identified through content analysis. 
3. News bulletins in the Nashville Union often appeared under the caption, 
"Star of the East";  below the display type would be printed a drawing of a "Demo­
crat rooster" crowing over a "Whig coon. " For particularly good news, the late 
news column would be headed by the caption, "Bring out the Big Gun! " ;  below 
the display type would be printed a drawing of a smoking cannon. On September 
20, 1844, the Nashville Union carried a "Big Gun" column detailing the Demo­
cratic party's recent victory in Maine's state elections. 
4. Enclosure not found. 
FROM SAMUEL H. LAUGHLIN 
My dear Sir, Nashville, T. Sept. 19, 1844 
Under cover of this you will receive the Vindication of Col . E. Polk 
in the final form which it has assumed, 1 after having gone through the 
Daily, Tri-weekly, and Weekly editions of the Union, and a more than full 
edition of the Star Spangled Banner. 2 I have thought, that after these 
are all passed through the press, and started out in all directions, that 
the Report at length of Mr. Haywood, 3 without the proofs, ought to be 
published through the Union and Star S. Banner. I have reviewed it in 
a careful reading, and find that in and of itself, it is an able, persuasive, 
patriotic democratic document, calculated to do good. I have only kept 
it back in that form, because it is too long to be crowded into the same 
papers and pamphlets containing the present publication. I wish you 
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would take the trouble to look over it, leaving out the testimony, and see 
whether you do not think it deserves such an insertion. We owe Haywood 
and North Carolina the compliment of a publication, and a respectful 
and thankful notice of the services of Haywood and the Committee. Do 
please favor me with your suggestions on the matter. 
For a week and more the papers here have teemed with charges against 
you, 4 most of them contemptable and frivalous, but deserving notice and 
reprehension. Harris and myself upon daily consultation, have tried to 
keep up with them, he taking some of the topics and I others. In the 
meantime, I have attended to preparing such articles as the review of the 
Prospect before us, answer to Clayton on the tariff, 5 the old documents 
quoted from Morford and Falkner, as 'White and Harrison Electors 6 etc. 
The calls and appeals, to keep the fire burning, I urge Col. Harris to 
keep up. Tomorrow I shall have a good paper, a letter from Buffalo &c. 
showing how glorious and certain our prospects are east, and a new view 
of the Bargain question from a writer in Arkansas. 7 
Mr. Kezer8 will, though very inconvenient, make the travel we talked 
of. He goes with our cavalry to Spring Hill, 9 and will see you. He has 
put his matters in train 10 to go out as a missionary. I hope in God he 
may be able to do something. We are too poor here. Distressed as I have 
been, I have not asked our friends to raise me a cent since the $100 they 
furnished me to go to Baltimore, and that fell $50 short of my expenses. 
Seeing the necessity of forbearance, I have had Dr. Smartt 11 commis­
sioned for a month to sell a negro for me to keep constables off of me, 
rather than annoy our friends here who are, I hope, contributing to other 
purposes as liberally as they can. My case shall be no additional annoy­
ance to them, if I am never paid. I went into the contest determined that 
no sacrifice I could rnake of time and ]labor-money I had none-should 
be spared. For the paper I could write more, especially could have writ­
ten more before it became daily, but I made up the time in letters and 
documents, for I have sent more pamphets, news papers, letters &c. than 
any man in the state, having continually hunted up our friends at the 
taverns from all the remote counties and sent packets by them. 
We are now, my dear sir, ten years earlier than I expected it, engaged 
in the very battle which I foresaw, and prayed for, from the first hour 
after I headed the first movement to bring your name before the nation 
as a candidate for the Vice Presidency. And however I may be deemed 
of, and however short of my own wishes or the wishes of my friends my 
exertions may fall, I have in every movement of my life politically, had 
an eye single, in all my exertions, to promote and hasten the advance­
ment of the time when the present eontest, with you in your present 
position, should come. It has come, eome sooner than I expected, but 
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not sooner than desired, because success must be the result. This be­
ing truly the case, and because I have not been able fully to please all 
here, my position has been sometimes painful, distressingly so; because 
I have kept up and toiled day and night, have sat up, read and com­
pared trash, stuck to my post in privacy, doing always what I deemed 
best, when my health for a great portion of the spring and summer has 
been such that I have been sometimes for weeks unable to stand on my 
feet and walk even as far as Kezer' s. Yet I have complained not. I have 
not held back from any work or responsibility and will not. I will not, 
and do not write this in the tone of complaint. I only wish you to know 
the truth, for it is long since I have ever had a thought to conceal from 
you. 
Please confer with Kezer. You may with perfect safety advise him what 
to do, though your name must not appear in any thing he may do in 
raising means. I am sorry that McLemore is sick and likely to die without 
speedy change. Kezer will report his case at a later date than the hour 
of this writing. 
S. H. LAUGHLIN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Reference is to Ezekiel Polk and the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. En­
closure not found. 
2. Nashville Union and Nashville Star Spangled Banner. 
3. William H. Haywood, Jr. Extracts from Haywood's report to the Demo­
cratic State Committee of North Carolina were printed in the Nashville Union 
of September 30, 1844. 
4. The Nashville Whig of September 17 ,  1844, attacked the credibility of a 
Polk campaign biography that had appeared serially in the Nashville Union. 
The Nashville Republican Banner also printed numerous articles denouncing 
Polk's position on the sub-treasury plan, his views on the tariff, and his record 
as governor of Tennessee. 
5. The Nashville Union of September 18, 1844, printed an article charging 
that John M. Clayton of Delaware had misrepresented Polk's tariff views in a 
speech delivered on September 5, 1844, at Lancaster, Penn. Clayton, a lawyer, 
won election to a seat in the Delaware House in 1824; served as Delaware's secre­
tary of state, 1826-28; sat in the U.S. Senate as a National Republican, 1829-36, 
and as a Whig, 1845-49 and 1853-56; presided as chief justice of the Delaware 
Supreme Court, 1837-39; and negotiated the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty with Great 
Britain during his tenure as U.S. secretary of state, 1849-50. 
6. Reference is to an article in the Nashville Union of September 19, 1844, 
that included extracts from circular letters written in 1835 by Josiah F. Morford 
and Asa Falkner. Morford, a lawyer in McMinnville, served as a Whig in the 
Tennessee Senate, 1835-36; he also held the post of clerk and master of chancery 
court for thirty-five years, beginning in 1836; and he served as a presidential 
elector in 1840 on the presidential ticket of William Henry Harrison. Born in 
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South Carolina, Falkner established cotton and woolen mills near McMinnville; 
he won election as a presidential elector on Hugh Lawson White's ticket in 1836. 
7. In a letter to the editor printed in the Nashville Union of September 20, 
1844, the writer suggested that John Q. Adams had purchased Henry Clay's 
support in 1824 with the office of secretary of state. 
8. A Nashville merchant and hatmaker, Timothy Kezer married Ellen, eldest 
daughter of Samuel H. Laughlin. 
9. The Democrats held a mass meeting at Spring Hill on September 20, 1844. 
10. Meaning "to put matters in order. " 
1 1 .  Thomas C. Smartt, a McMinnville physician, married Laughlin's daugh­
ter, Sarah Louise. Smartt's father was William C. Smartt, also ofWarren County. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
at night 
Dr. Sir [Nashville Tenn.]  20 Septemr [1844] 1 
The birds have been fluttering a little to day under the lash of the 
Union. They must stand it and have more of it. The news from Maine is 
almost too good. Since its receipt the Whigs are really desperate to mend 
the matter. Their rotton pole broke the other night and came down with 
the flag while the Hickory stood. 
They made some little noise about it charging on the Democrats &c. 
&c. It is all over. Yesterday McNairy (Doctor) 2 offered his land at $50 an 
acre pay'l when Clay was Elected. It was taken and when the news from 
Maine came out this morning he backed out. 
I will attend to the hand bills for Turney &c. I wish Currin & Clai­
borne3 to go into Wilson Smith Jackson White & DeKalb. I think great 
good would result from their visits. 
Keep East Tenss. in motion. Old Mr. Foster4 is at the Point of Death 
and I think Ephraim will be sent for to come back. Spur on Rowles 
Maxwell Andrew Johnson5 &c. and if possible get James McClung to go 
over. His trip just after Barton would be very sensable. 
Virginia every one says is safe.  It is close, and there is much talent 
and influence that seems to be doing nothing. The Whigs will make an 
exertion such as has never been made, to carry that state and may find 
our men sleeping on their post. They do not seem to be up and doing 
there as in other states. There is now a fine spirit in Ohio and the Texan 
Question since Genl Jacksons Letter to Dawson 6 is just sprung. 
The Maine Election will have most glorious influence. It has here. 
Those scamps are all quiet. In haste. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLG-JKP. Addressed to Columbia .. 
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1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. Educated at the University of Pennsylvania, Boyd McNairy returned to 
his native Nashville after completing his medical studies and practiced medicine 
there until his death in 1859; McNairy was an ardent Whig and great admirer 
of Henry Clay. 
3.  David M. Currin and probably Thomas Claiborne. A Murfreesboro lawyer, 
Currin ran as the Democratic candidate for elector in the Seventh Congressional 
District in 1844; he later moved to Memphis and served one term in the Ten­
nessee House, 1851-53. A major on Andrew Jackson's staff during the Creek 
War and a Nashville lawyer, Claiborne served three terms in the Tennessee 
House, 181 1-15 and 1 831-33, and one term in the U.S. House, 1817-19. 
4. Reference is Robert C. Foster, Sr., the father of Robert C. Foster, Jr., and 
Ephraim H. Foster. 
5 .  George W. Rowles, probably William Henry Maxwell, and Andrew Johnson. 
A Bradley County lawyer and Democrat, Rowles won election to two terms in the 
Tennessee House, 1841-43 and 1857-59; in the presidential campaign of 1844, 
he ran on the Democratic slate for elector from the Third Congressional District. 
A farmer and lawyer in Washington County, Maxwell switched from the Whig to 
the Democratic Party in 1844. 
6.  On August 28, 1844, Andrew Jackson responded to a letter from Moses 
Dawson, an Ohio Democrat and newspaper editor. Dawson had asked Jackson 
for his views "in relation to the advantages likely to flow from the annexation 
of Texas to this country, and the injury that would result to us if Great Britain 
succeeded in her designs upon that territory." For a copy of Jackson's reply, see 
the Nashville Union, September 3, 1844. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 8 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia, Penn. ca. September 20, 1844] 1 
Very general indignation has been excited here by the libellous forgery 
called Roorback's  Tour. 2 It's absurdity was, indeed, too obvious to an 
intelligent mind to permit even a momentary deception. We have taken 
measures to pourtray in it's true colors the grossness and baseness of 
the falsehood, and I think what was intended to injure you will yet be 
made the means of extensive benefit. A party that can descend to pen­
itentiary crimes, in order to undermine a fair political adversary, loses 
all confidence when once caught and exposed. The forgery is ascribed to 
the pen of Thurlow Weed. 
You may have noticed that the Democratic Executive Committee here 
has claimed the reward of $1000 offered by the Whig Clay Club if their 
extracts from your speeches and letters on the Tariff were proved to be 
unfairly made. Their unfairness is palpable to the commonest appre­
hension, and the Whig pamphleteers know it; so they have attempted to 
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wriggle out of the scrape and to save the reward; but they will be coolly 
held to this original proposal; and their shameful conduct exposed. Our 
friend Kane pursued this matter with firmness and discretion, and the 
adversary cannot foil him. 
These two subjects will constitute brochures for circulation at a pro­
pitious moment. Our friends are all alive with hope and conscious 
strength. The Whigs are overawed and dispirited. Mr. Webster can­
vasses, not so much for Mr. Clay in '44 as for himself in '48. He is sum­
moning the Whigs to the crusade against Slavery; and while it is clear 
that he does not expect to bring the abolitionists to vote the Kentuckian, 
it is equally clear that he says to both 'Whigs and Abolitionists that they 
can hereafter rally in union upon Daniel Webster. He is making, too, his 
own pedestal. 
We are to have a Whig Mass Convention, drained from all our east­
ern counties, and from New York, New Jersey, and Delaware, in this 
city on the 1 of October. The moven1ent is one of sheer despair, and 
will be marked by extravagance in all it's features. No expenditure will 
be spared; nothing that can subdue our spirits will be left undone; Mr. 
Webster will harangue, from the marble colonnade of our Exchange, 
thirty thousand people; Mr. Berrien and Genl. Coombs are enlisted. 3 
Yet, do as and all they will, the Whigs can make no capital by mass meet­
ings now, in this quarter; our democrats will only be excited to renew the 
overwhelming manifestations of popular feeling which they have been 
making recently by scores in Trenton:, West Chester, Norristown, Bris­
tol, Harrisburg, &c. &c. &c. 
We are agreed, nem. con. , that New-York, Pennsylvania, New-Jersey, 
Delaware, Virginia, and, not unlikely, Maryland, will be democratic in 
their electors. Mr. Bancroft writes, in doubt whether he may not be 
elected, and Massachusetts vote for Polk. Should so strange an inci­
dent happen-it can hardly be considered a fortunate one-the equivocal 
course and probably private arrangernents of Mr. Webster may explain 
it. There are several States which you may possibly get, and which I 
should prefer your not getting; but I fervently hope that our friends in 
Tennessee will triumphantly silence the Whig boast that their candidate 
will have your State. 
Have you noticed certain givings out by letter-writers at Washington 
that some critical movement as to Texas is contemplated by the Cabi­
net? May it not be the detention of the Mexican Steamers at N. York, so 
necessary to an aggressive step to Galveston? 4 May it not be the loss of a 
few regiments to President Houston, as a sort of intimation to the Mexi­
cans that the U. States and Texas are too nearly united not to have their 
colors blended? It is rumoured, too, that the Secretary of State5 has ac-
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complished some diplomatic conclusion about Oregon. I did not like Mr. 
Calhoun's speech in the Senate on this subject-nor Mr. McDuffie's­
and, therefore, I hope this rumor is unfounded. 6 
We shall have three tickets, in the city and county of Philadelphia, at 
the election on the 8 of October. In the City, the Whigs and Natives 
will probably strike a bargain, and unite on the Native Mayor and the 
Whig Member of Congress; if they do not, the democrats may edge in 
both their candidates. In the 1 Cong. district-known to you perhaps 
as Sutherland's old district-the three sided conflict rages fiercely, but, I 
am inclined to believe that our friend, Lehman, will succeed by a plural­
ity of about 250. In the 3d Cong. District, the odds seem to be in favor of 
the Native. In the 4 Cong. District, Mr. C. J. Ingersoll's, 7 I hope, but yet 
painfully doubt. This particular region of Pennsylvania is doomed to be 
always infested by factions, or unrelentingly ruled by federalism. 
I receive and am obliged to answer so many letters that I am sure you, 
who are probably much worse afflicted in that way, will excuse the haste 
and carelessness with which I write. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 7, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Approximate date identified through content analysis. 
2. On August 2 1 ,  1844, the Ithaca Chronicle published an article purporting 
to have been extracted from Roorback 's Tour through the Western and South­
ern States in 1836. The Chronicle's article, signed ''An Abolitionist, "  recounted 
Roorback's story of having met a slave trader who had in his custody forty of 
James K. Polk's slaves, all of whom bore Polk's initials branded on their shoul­
ders. The Chronicle subsequently retracted the article and claimed that William 
Linn, a Democrat office holder in Ithaca, had invented the Roorback book and 
had lifted the slave trader story from a travel memoir by G. W Featherstonhaugh. 
The Chronicle noted that Featherstonhaugh had never connected Polk's name 
with that incident. The Chronicle also printed an affidavit by Daniel McKinney 
of Ithaca stating he had been misled by Linn as to the truth of the Roorback 
story and had been misused by Linn in placing the article in the Chronicle. The 
Albany Evening Journal, edited by Thurlow Weed, reprinted the Roorback story 
before the Chronicle 's retraction;  Weed thus gave additional circulation to the 
forgery. Niles ' National Register, October 5, 1844. 
3. John M. Berrien and Leslie Combs. A veteran of the War of 181 2  and a 
lawyer by profession, Combs served in the Kentucky legislature several terms 
during the period from 1827 to 1859; an ardent Whig and friend of Henry Clay, 
he served as an elector in the presidential contest of 1844. 
4. On September 14, 1844, Niles ' National Register reprinted under the cap­
tion, "Outrageous, "  the following notice: "It appears by a card from the Mexi­
can consul general in New York, (Mr. Granja) that the officers of the two Mex­
ican frigates have been harassed by lawsuits, and subjected to much vexation 
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in prosecuting their duties, from the prejudices excited among the people with 
whom they have to deal, by the Texas question. The sailors have been tempted 
to desert, and then to institute suits against officers on frivolous pretences, and 
shameless misrepresentations have been made of the order and condition of the 
crews. The courtesy of the U.S.  officers, however, is gratefully acknowledged."  
5. John C.  Calhoun. 
6. Participating in the U.S. Senate's debate on Lewis F. Linn's bill for the occu­
pation and settlement of Oregon, George McDuffie spoke on January 25, 1843, 
and John C. Calhoun, on January 31, 1843. McDuffie, a lawyer, won election 
to seven terms in the U.S. House, 1821-34; served as governor of South Car­
olina, 1834-36; and went to the U.S. Senate for parts of two terms, 1842-46. 
McDuffie and Calhoun argued that treaty agreements with Great Britain con­
cerning Oregon must be legally ended before Congress undertook regulation of 
the occupation and governance of the Oreg:on country. 
7. In Pennsylvania's first congressionall district, previously represented by 
Joel B. Sutherland from 1827 to 1837, the Whig party supported Lewis C. 
Levin, the successful candidate of the Native American party over the Democrat 
candidate, George Lehman. In the third congressional district of Pennsylvania 
the Native American party elected John H. Campbell. The incumbent Democrat 
candidate in the fourth district, Charles J. Ingersoll, won reelection. 
FROM DAVID T DISNEY 1 
Dr Sir Cincinnati 20 Sep. 1844 
I have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your favour in re­
ply. 2 
I am perfectly sensible that your position must cause you to be over­
borne with correspondence and as I have been absent from home nearly 
all the summer I have not thought since upon the points suggested by 
me in my former communication especially as matters seemed to take a 
course which rendered it unnecessary. a 
I have just closed a tour with immense fatigue, and have now pretty 
thoroughly traversed our state in every direction. Both parties are 
armed for the fight and indeed are making herculean exertions. We shall 
poll an enormous vote and I have the satisfaction of saying to you that 
my impressions which I communicated to you in my former note remain 
unchanged with regard to the result in this state. 4 
The majority for our gubernatorial c:andidate 5 will not be large but I 
am satisfied that it will be decisive. 
I learn accidentally from a whig friend who visited Mr. Clay a day or 
two since that he is very uneasy and apprehensive of the result in Ohio. 
A number of the leading whig stumpers from Kentucky are now travers­
ing our state and the whole whig party seem to be aroused not only to the 
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importance of our October election but to the danger they are in of hav­
ing its results adverse to them. But our people appreciate these things 
just as well as they do and every nerve is strained upon our part to se­
cure the victory. For myself I am nearly jaded down with this incessant 
travelling and speaking. 
But two weeks more will close this campaign as our election for state 
officers will take place on the 2d Tuesday of October and many of us here 
believe that Tods election on that day will crush alike the hopes and the 
spirits of Mr. Clay and his friends. A decisive vote in Ohio must have an 
immense effect upon other states and remove all doubts if any yet exists 
with regard to Indiana. 
Congratulating you upon the glorious victory achieved by the democ­
racy of Maine and the cheering prospects in Ohio I remain . . . .  
D. T. DISNEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  A Cincinnati lawyer, David T. Disney served three terms in the Ohio House, 
1829 and 1831-32, and two terms in the Ohio Senate, 1833-34 and 1843-44. A 
delegate to the Democratic National Convention of 1848, he represented Ohio 
in the U.S. House from 1849 to 1855. 
2 .  Polk wrote to Disney on August 3, 1844. His letter has not been found. 
3. See David T. Disney to Polk, June 1 1 ,  1844. 
4. Reference is to the above letter. 
5. David Tod. 
FROM JOHN FAIRFIELD 
My Dear Sir, Saco Sept. 20, 1844 
The election is over, and the result verifies my prediction in a letter 
to you written on Saturday before our election on monday, 1 except that 
I did not estimate our majority high enough. Returns are now all in, 
and our majority is from 4500 to 4 700 over Whigs and abolitionists. The 
difference between our papers I presume to be a difference of addition 
merely. Maine may now be set down by others what we have always 
known here to be, as sure for Polk & Dallas in November. This state 
is essentially democratic, and whenever pains are taken to inform the 
people so as to prevent their being cheated by the whigs they will always 
go right. This year uncommon efforts have been made upon both sides. 
Evans, Gov. Kent, Fessenden 2 & many of the strong men of the whigs 
have been over the State and done all that mortal men could do to seduce 
the people. But wherever they have been, and it must be very mortifying 
to them, the Whigs have sustained a loss. While on the other hand every 
place visited and addressed by myself and others on our side, have given 
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large democratic gains. For this however we claim no merit. We give 
all the glory to the power of truth, to the goodness of our cause. What 
course the Whigs intend pursuing in reference to the November election 
we are not yet apprised of. I think however they can do but little more 
than show their teeth. Their bark will be harmless and bite they cant. 
We shall look sharp after them nevertheless, and take the stump again, 
if need be. 
I regret that differences about men have prevented an election in two, 
if not three of our Congressional Distriets. Another trial will settle these 
I think. At all events the vote for Electors will not be affected by them. 
I have received a letter from Mr. Van Buren since the election in this 
State, and he seems to be as much rejoiced at the result as if he occupied 
your position himself. His course has been magnanimous, and such in 
all respects as his best friends could wish. The Texas question has not 
excited much feeling in our contest. The whigs have used it, but not 
with much effect. Upon several occasions I have answered the Whigs and 
advocated the annexation as strongly and ardently as I could, although 
as you are aware I voted against the treaty, and with the abolitionists, it 
is said, my views have had considerable effect. 
The tariff and Bank however have been the principal topics on both 
sides, and on these the Whigs have been sadly beaten. But not to exhaust 
your patience I close by subscribing myself . . . .  
J. FAIRFIELD 
ALS. DLC-.JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to Fairfield's letter to Pollk of September 7, 1844. 
2. George Evans, Edward Kent, and William Pitt Fessenden. Evans, a Whig, 
served six terms in the U.S. House, 1829---41 ,  and one term in the U.S. Senate, 
184 1---4 7. Kent won election as a Whig to two terms as governor of Maine, 1838-
39 and 184 1---42 . A lawyer and a strong anti-slavery man, Fessenden was a mem­
ber of the Maine House from 1832 until 1840; won election as a Whig to one 
term in the U.S. House, 184 1---43; and later served in the U.S. Senate from 1854 
to 1864, when he resigned to become secretary of the Treasury in Abraham Lin­
coln's cabinet. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Gov, Nashville Sep 20 [18]44 
We are really overjoyed to night. Maine has done nobly. I rec' d a let­
ter from Boston two or three days ago in which our friends said they 
expected to elect Anderson by only 2000. It is now almost certain that 
he is elected by 5000 at least over all. This will be a glorious beginning 
in the East. 
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You will have seen by this morning's Union that I held up Jones 1 in 
his true colors. It was sucre-it deserved to be so. 2 It was the only way, 
to give him a rough-hewing. His hide is so thick, he feels nothing else. 
Nothing short of that would silence his foreign letters, 3 and I do honestly 
think it was true and simply put. He feels it to the quick, so do his friends. 
You will see some squirming in the whig papers. 
I have just finished preparing the defence of you on the Occupant 
Question, according to your notes. It will be in type to-morrow and ap­
pear in the Union on Monday. It is conclusive. 
Kendall's "Clay agt the settlers" appears for a second time in the Star 
Spang Banner to day, making 12,000 impressions of it in the two nos. It 
has appeared in the Union already, and Heiss says it may appear again 
if thot best. 
We have them on the hip here now, decidedly. What with Jones, & 
his friends "under [ . . . ] , " 4  the breaking of the Whig pole and the Maine 
news, they are already defeated. 
[P.S.] I have burned your manuscript notes. 5 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
1. James C. Jones, a Wilson County farmer and one-term member of the Ten­
nessee House, 1839-41 ,  defeated Polk in the Tennessee gubernatorial elections 
of 1841 and 1843. In 1850 he moved to Shelby County and became president of 
the Memphis and Charleston Railroad. Jones was elected as a Whig to one term 
in the U.S. Senate, 1851-57;  after the demise of the Whig Party, he joined the 
Democrats in supporting James Buchanan for the presidency in 1856. 
2.  Harris' use of the French noun "sucre" in this context suggests the id­
iomatic phrase, "casser du sucre le dos de quelqu'un,"  which translates "to make 
a scurrilous attack on someone. " 
3. Reference probably is to Jones' public letter of August 5, 1844, printed in 
the Pittsburgh American and reprinted in Niles ' National Register of September 
14, 1844. 
4. Word illegible. 
5. Harris wrote his postscript in the left margin of the last page of his letter. 
TO JOHN P. HEISS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Sept. 20th 1844 
Your letter the 18th is at hand. 1 I wish you to reserve for my own use 
1. 000 copies of the "Vindication ."  2 I have written to Genl. Armstrong, 3 
particularly how I wish the balance distributed. I directed him to send 
1 .000 copies to Edwin Polk of Bolivar, and pointed out to whom the bal­
ance were to be sent. He has my letter. I wish of course one or more 
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copies sent to each Democratic Elector throughout the Union as far as 
their names can be had. 
Will you put up 600 of the 1 .000 which I wish to reserve for myself, in 
single copies, as your printers do your newspapers, so that I may direct 
them to individuals. Deliver all reserved for me to Armstrong as soon as 
they are ready, and he will send them out. In haste . . . .  
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. T-JPH. Probably addressed to Nashville; marked "Private. " Published 
in THM, II, pp. 145-46. 
1. See John P. Heiss to Polk, September 18, 1844. 
2.  Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
3. See Polk to Robert Armstrong, September 16, 1844. 
FROM BARNABAS BATES 1 
Dear Sir. New York Septr 21 .  1844 
The interest I feel for the diffusion and perpetuity of democratic prin­
ciples must be my apology for addressing you, but having witnessed the 
zeal & enthusiasm of our friends in this City, I deemed it not impertinent 
in giving you a candid statement of the meetings which have been held 
here the present week. 
On Monday last, we held a Union meeting of all the democrats in this 
County, which brought together as large a political assemblage as I have 
seen in this city for the last 20 years. 2 There were 10 different stands for 
speakers in the Park & vicinity, besides the meeting in Tammany Hall 
which contained from 4 to 5,000 persons. At these several stands there 
were from one to three thousand people, addressed by different speak­
ers. One consisted of Germans, who were very eloquently addressed in 
the German language by one of their countrymen. I have never seen on 
any occasion more enthusiasm and unanimity. Old democrats who had 
not been at a public meeting for many years came out on this occasion, 
and the friends of the different candidates merged all their personal pref­
erences in a cordial & united determination to support the nominees of 
the Baltimore Democratic Convention. It is difficult to say what number 
was present, but 30,000. would be a moderate estimate. 
Last evening a meeting of the young men was held in the Park, and 
although it was not quite so numerous as that on Monday, yet it was 
none the less enthusiastic and effective .. I visited eight different stands, 
exclusive of the large stage erected in front of the City Hall. Two of these 
groups were addressed in French & German. All the speakers addressed 
these several assemblages with great animation; which was interrupted 
only by cheers of the people, the thunder of the cannon & the bands 
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playing some national air. The questions of Bank, Tariff, Distribution, 
Assumption, Texas & Oregon were handled in a masterly manner; and 
the false promises and hum buggery of Whigism were exposed in a mas­
terly manner. Our friends felt that they were "right & would go ahead." 3  
The present contest is very different from that of 1840. Then the 
Whigs made no avowal of their principles or measures. The cry of 
change, charvge, down with the Sub-treasury & Martin Van Buren! was 
to be heard in every direction: the low price of produce & labor was ow­
ing to democratic measures, and a change would set all right: the laborer 
would get $2.00 a day, & roast beef, & the bankrupt would be released 
from his debts by the passage of the bankrupt law to which Mr. V.B. was 
opposed. They also had a new candidate in the field, 4 against whom lit­
tle or nothing could be said; he had done nothing, avowed nothing, very 
obnoxious, but was bank or anti bank, just as his friends were pleased to 
interpret his sayings & had made few or no enemies by his public course. 
But our candidate was in many points obnoxious, & notwithstanding he 
was one of the best of Presidents and purest democrat, he was unmerci­
fully assailed and unjustly treated not only by his enemies, but by many 
who had once been his friends. 5 His actions & measures were grossly 
misrepresented & thousands of democrats were deceived by the false & 
wicked representations of the Whigs. Besides, he had been long before 
the public, & disappointed & ambitious men had become his enemies 
because he could or would not gratify their wishes, and our opponents 
resorting to the most unscrupulous measures to defraud & cheat the 
people at the polls, our candidate was defeated, when 14.000 more votes 
would have elected him. 
But the position of parties is now reversed. They have a beaten & 
obnoxious candidate, 6 who has many of his own party arrayed against 
him as personal enemies: we have a candidate fresh from the people, 
who has no political sins or offences against individuals to atone for, & 
whose moral character is without a stain: he has no clique to gratify, no 
resentments to indulge in, because the friends of all the other aspirants 
to the Presidency have united in his nomination. Hence all feel that he is 
their peculiar candidate, & will emulate each other in their exertions to 
secure his election. We have these advantages over our opponents which 
we had not in the last presidential campaign. 
The native party in this city may do us some injury in our election for 
Congress & the Assembly this autumn; but for Presidential electors we 
shall no doubt give from 4 to 5,000 majority. Our friends were never in 
better spirits, & the Whigs are depressed. We feel that every man must 
do his duty, & not one vote must be left which can be brought to the 
polls. 
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You will probably recollect that I saw you at the Astor House on your 
visit to this city, 7 as well as frequently in Washington when I was con­
nected with the P.O. Department, at which time I could not venture to 
hope that you would have been unanimously called so soon to be the 
Presidential candidate of the democratic party. 
With my sincere & earnest wishes for your election, & a firm deter­
mination to employ my pen, purse and tongue to effect it, I subscribe 
myself . . . .  
B. BATES 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Tennessee. 
1. A minister from Rhode Island, Bates moved in 1824 to N ew York City where 
he started a weekly journal, The Christian Inquirer; in 1828 he retired from the 
ministry. Serving as assistant postmaster of New York during Andrew Jackson's 
administration, he became an advocate of postal reform and in 1840 published an 
article, "Post-Office Reform-Cheap Postage,"  in Hunt's Merchants ' Magazine. 
In 1843 he arranged a public meeting in New York, reportedly the first of its kind, 
to promote postal reform. On March 3, 1845, John Tyler signed a bill reducing 
postal rates to five cents an ounce. Bates served as corresponding secretary of 
the New York Cheap Postage Association,, which was organized in 1846. The 
first authorized issue of postage stamps came in 184 7, six years prior to Bates' 
death. 
2. Reference is to a Democratic mass meeting held in New York City on 
September 16, 1844. 
3. Paraphrase of David Crockett's maxim, "Be sure you are right, then go 
ahead. "  James A. Shackford and Stanley J. Folmsbee, eds. ,  A Narrative of the 
Life of David Crockett of the State of Tennessee by David Crockett (Knoxville: The 
University of Tennessee Press, 1973), page 13, note 1 .  
4. Reference is  to  William Henry Harrison. 
5. Reference is to Martin Van Buren. 
6. Henry Clay. 
7 .  In June and July of 1842 Polk traveled to Washington City, Philadelphia, 
and New York City for purposes both political and financial. 
FROM JOHN W GOODE ET AL. 1 
Sir Pulaski Sept. 21st 1844 
At a meeting of a portion of the Citizens of this County, at the Court 
House in this Town on yesterday evening, the undersigned were ap­
pointed a Committee to address you, transmitting a copy of the pream­
ble and resolutions adopted at said meeting, and to solicit an early reply, 
without reference to your addresses and speeches, to the interrogatories 
therein propounded. In discharge of the duty imposed, we now enclose 
you a Copy of said preamble and resolutions, and respectfully request a 
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response to said interrogatories, in the manner mentioned in the reso­
lutions. 
Doctor J. N. Brown 2 will deliver this with its enclosures, and awaits 
your reply, which Ne hope your Convenience will permit you to make at 
an early day. 
JNo. W GooDE 
[Giles County Whig Interrogatories] 
Whereas pending the election for Governor in this state in 1843, between 
the Honorable James K. Polk and his Excellency James C. Jones, Messrs Wy­
att Christian, J. T. Leath and others of Memphis, propounded to said Candidates 
several interrogatories, 3 and among them the 7th which was in the following 
words to-wit: "Are you in favor of the election of U.S. Senators by joint ballot of 
both Houses of the Legislature? If not, by what mode should they be elected?" 
And whereas Gov Polk under date of May 15th, 1843, replied to said 7th inter­
rogatory in the following words to-wit: "I answer, that by the Constitution of 
the United States it is provided that "The times, places, and manner of holding 
elections for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in each state by 
the Legislature thereof, but that Congress may at any time by law, make or alter 
such regulations, except as to the places of choosing Senators. "  The Legislature 
of this State have never by law prescribed the times, places or manner of electing 
Senators. Our practice has been to elect by joint ballot. In other states a differ­
ent mode has been adopted, and in some of them the practice has been to choose 
by the concurrent vote of the two Houses, each House acting in its separate and 
distinct Legislative character, as it does in passing laws or performing any other 
Legislative act. Senators elected in each of these modes have been permitted to 
take their seats and serve as such, no Constitutional question as to the "manner" 
of their election, so far as I know, having been raised. I think then, in the ab­
sence of any Legislative provision prescribing the "manner, " that it rests in the 
sound discretion of each House of the Legislature, to select the mode or manner, 
which in its judgment will best subserve the public interest, the mode by concur­
rent vote of each House is Concededly Constitutional, and if by insisting upon it 
as the preferable mode, that be the only means of effecting a great public good, 
or preventing a great public injury, such as preventing the election of persons 
to the Senate of the United States who conceal their opinions upon public sub­
jects interesting to the people, and who refuse to make them known, or to say 
whether they admit or deny the right of instruction, when respectfully interro­
gated upon these points by any portion of the Constituent body. In such cases, 
or similar, I hold that either branch of the Legislature, would not only be justi­
fied in adhering, but it would be due to the rights of their Constituents whose 
interests were to be deeply affected that they should adhere, to the manner, by 
which these rights would be protected and preserved. The chief, if not the only 
value of the right of suffrage consists in the fact, that it may be exercised under­
standingly by the constituent body. It is so, whether the immediate constituency 
consists of the Legislature, as in the case of the election of United States Sena-
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tors, or of the people in their primary capacilty, in the elections of their Executive 
Legislative agents. In either case the Constituent has a right to know the opin­
ions of the candidate before he casts his vote." And whereas Gov Polk is now a 
candidate for the Presidency of the United States, many questions, and "public 
subjects interesting to the people,"  are involved in the canvass, and it is much 
desired that before the election, his present opinions in regard to the measures 
and policy, which in the event of his election, would be adopted in the adminis­
tration of the General Government, should be made known to, and understood 
by, the people; and whereas a variety of opinions are expressed and published, as 
we are credibly informed, in different parts of the Union, and even here among 
his neighbors and former constituents there is a want of agreement, as to his 
present sentiments and views upon two highly important subjects, to-wit: the 
Tariff, and annexation of Texas to the United States. And whereas we a por­
tion of the Citizens of Giles County, in the same Congressional District with Gov 
Polk, his neighbors, and many of us his old supporters and constituents, consider 
that, as above quoted, he recognises the obligation upon those who may be des­
ignated for office to answer "when respectfully interrogated upon these points 
by any portion of the constituent body, " that "it is so, whether the immediate 
constituency consists of the Legislature, as in the case of the election of United 
States Senators, or of the people in their primary capacity, in the elections of their 
Executive or Legislative agents, " that "in either case the Constituent has a right 
to know the opinions of the candidate before he casts his vote. " We have a guar­
anty, that if interrogated he will promptly respond, and remove all doubts as to 
his present opinions on the above two subjects. Therefore 
Resolved. That the chairman appoint a Committee of seven persons, respect­
fully to address a letter to Gov Polk, enclose him a copy of this preamble and 
resolutions, and solicit an early reply, without reference to his former addresses 
and speeches, to the following interrogatories to-wit: 
1 st Are you in favor of the Tariff Act of 1842? 
2nd If not, are you in favor of its repeal, and the reestablishment of the Act of 
1833, commonly called the Compromise Act? 
3d If not in favor of said act of 1842, nor of its repeal and the reestablish­
ment of said act of 1833, are you in favor of modifications of said act of 1842? 
If so, what modifications, in your opinion, should be made of the present duties, 
upon the following articles to-wit: brown sugar, hemp, Iron, in bar and bolts 
rolled & not rolled, and in pigs, Muskets and rifles, coal, wool, fur and wool 
hats, shoes and boots, ready made cloathing, coarse domestics, blankets, and 
salt? 
4th Are you in favor of Tea and Coffee remaining free articles, or should a 
duty, and what duty, be imposed upon them? 
5th In your letter to J. K. Kane Esqr. of Philadelphia, do you intend to be 
understood, as being in favor of discriminations for revenue, or for protection? 
6th You have said that you were in favor of the immediate annexation of Texas 
to the United States: are you in favor of the terms and conditions of the treaty 
made at Washington for that purpose, and rejected by the Senate? 
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7th I f  not, are you i n  favor of the bill introduced by Mr. Benton, into the Senate 
for the same purpose? 
8th If not in favor of either, are you in favor of providing, at the time of the 
annexation of Texas, in whatever mode may be selected, for the admission of the 
states, thereafter to be formed out of the territory of Texas, into the Union with 
slaves, if they desire to be so admitted? or would you be in favor of leaving that 
an open question to be settled by Congress when such states might petition for 
admission? 
Resolved. that said committee select some suitable person or persons to de­
liver said letter to Gov. Polk. 
LS. DLC-JKP. Signed by Goode and six other citizens of Giles County, Tenn. ; 
addressed to Columbia. Polk sent a copy of this letter and its enclosure to Robert 
Armstrong on September 24, 1844. Copy. DLC-JKP. Polk's AE on the cover 
reads, "Giles Whig Interrogatories. Delivered to me by Dr. J. N Brown, in pres­
ence of T. H. Cahal & S. D. Frierson, witnesses called to see it delivered, Sept. 
23rd, 1844. Delivered in Genl. Pillows office and in Genl. P.s presence. "  
1 .  A Pulaski lawyer, Goode served as an officer i n  the Columbia, Pulaski, Elk­
ton, and Alabama Turnpike Company; he won a seat for one term in the Ten­
nessee House, 1843-45. 
2.  Not identified further. 
3. See Polk to Wyatt Christian et al . ,  May 15, 1843. 
FROM GEORGE S. HOUSTON 
My Dear Sir Athens. 2 1st Septr 1844 
I have just got home from the W Dest. 1 I found & left our friends 
in the very best State of feeling. They are up & doing every where in 
that part of the State, while the Whigs look somewhat dispirited. I 
heard none of the demos give more that 1000 in the Dest against you 
& many claim it as a stand off. Of course my opinion cannot be worth 
much on that point. I am thoroughly well satisfied of this that we 
are gaining considerably in every county I have been in except Wayne. 
In that our gain will be little or nothing. I saw Col. Harry Brown & 
Dougherty 2 of Perry. They say that there will be a change of 100 votes 
in Perry-Henderson, Madison, Gibson, Carroll, Hardin, MeN airy all 
count great gains. Col Johnson came to us at Pleast Exchange, 3 where 
Col Gordon4 left for home. Johnson & I were at Jackson together he 
then went south & west to fill the appointments. I was kept in Jackson 5 
to fill or attend meetings there & in Carroll. On Sunday I left Jack­
son for home & to meet Bell at Savannah. 6 I met him, Shields & N. S. 
Brown 7 & made a fight with them all day. It of course is not or me to 
say how I "held my hand"8 with them. The democrats were well sat-
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isfied & crowing loud after we got through-the Whigs were silent. I 
am satisfied with the days work "inter Nos. "9 I was much disappointed 
on Bells speech. I had never heard hilm before. He is greatly behind 
what I had anticipated altho I had heard he was not an interesting 
speaker. 
Upon the whole, if the balance of the State begins to equal the Dest in 
gains to us we must carry the state triumphantly. I am aware you are 
probably more than busy. Yet I should like very much to hear yr news if 
you have any very interesting. Craighead 10 will be in the Dest tomorrow. 
McClanahan of Jackson 1 1  is doing good service. He was a little reluctant 
to go out but we succeeded in induceing him to take the field. He was 
with me at all of my meetings after I got to Jackson & is a good speaker. 
The nomination & acceptance of Mr �Nright has wonderfully cut down 
the Whigs. They fear that will use them up. I think we can beat them 
without N.Y. Yet I must believe the position of Mr Wright removes all 
doubt of our carrying it. What think you of it? 
GEo. S. HousTON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Western District of Tennessee. 
2. Henry Hill Brown and James W Dougherty. A resident of Perry County 
and a veteran of the War of 1812, Henry Hill Brown served four terms in the 
Tennessee Senate, 1823-25 and 1835-41 .  
3. Cave Johnson. Reference is  to  a Whig mass meeting held at Pleasant Ex­
change on September 7, 1844. 
4 .  A Hickman County planter, Boling Gordon served three terms in the Ten­
nessee House, 1829-35, and two terms in the Senate, 1835-37 and 1843-45. 
5. Reference is to a Whig mass meeting in Jackson on September 12, 1844. 
6. Reference is to a Whig mass meeting held in Savannah on September 16, 
1844. 
7. Ebenezer J. Shields and Neill S. Brown. Shields, a Pulaski lawyer and a 
political ally of John Bell, served two terms in the U.S. House 1835-39, but lost 
his bid for reelection in 1839. 
8. Quotation not identified further. 
9. Latin expression meaning "between ourselves. " 
10. David Craighead. 
1 1 .  Samuel McClanahan, a Madison County lawyer, is not identified further. 
FROM EDWARD J. MALLETT 1 
Providence, R.I. September 21,  1844 
After congratulating Polk on receiving the nomination, Mallett recalls their 
college days together at the University of North Carolina, where they had shared 
the same boarding table and had "imbibed learning & science from the same 
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fountain. "  He describes at length the adverse effects of the Dorr War on the 
Rhode Island Democracy. Although he had supported the initial movement for 
suffrage extension, he had opposed the use of military force against "the exist­
ing government" by Dorr's followers and had felt bound to take up his musket 
in defense of women and property. He warns Polk about certain Democrats who 
are seeking to identify the party with "Dorr-ism" and names in particular Du­
tee J. Pearce, Burrington Anthony, John B. Barton, Walter R. Danforth, John 
S. Harris, and Benjamin Cowell. 2 In his postscript Mallett mentions that at a 
meeting the previous evening "the suffrage party" proposed to raise $500 "in 
sums not exceeding one dime each" to pay the fine of Martin Luther. 3 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Edward J. Mallett, like Polk, received his A.B. degree from the University 
of North Carolina in 1818; he served as postmaster of Providence, R.I . ,  from 
1831 to 1845. 
2. Dutee J. Pearce, a Democrat and lawyer from Newport, R.I . ,  won election 
to six terms in the U.S. House, 1825-37. Burrington Anthony, formerly U.S. 
marshal for Rhode Island, won election as sheriff of Providence County in 1842 
on the People's ticket. A lawyer and newspaper editor, Walter R. Danforth was 
collector of customs for Providence from 1829 to 1841;  he served ten years on 
the town council and won election as mayor of Providence in 1853. Benjamin 
Cowell was appointed collector of customs for Providence in 1848. Dorrites John 
B. Barton and John S. Harris have not been identified further. 
3. A Dorr supporter, Martin Luther was indicted for the crime of acting as 
moderator of a town meeting in Warren, R.I . ,  under the People's Constitution. 
He was sentenced to pay a fine of $500 and to serve six months in jail . In a related 
matter, Martin Luther and his mother, Rachel, filed suits in federal court against 
Luther Borden and several militiamen who had broken into their home during 
the "Dorr Rebellion" of 1842 . The case of Luther v. Borden subsequently went 
to the U.S. Supreme Court on appeal; in 1849 the U.S. Supreme Court denied the 
Luthers' appeal on grounds that the Court lacked jurisdiction in such political 
questions as that of Rhode Island's disputed sovereignty. 
FROM JAMES BUCHANAN 
My dear Sir, Lancaster 23 September 1844 
I have delayed to write to you on purpose, until I could express decided 
opinion in regard to the vote of Pennsylvania. I was so much mistaken 
in the result of our State election in 1840, that this has made one cau­
tious. We have had much to contend against; especially the strong gen­
eral feeling in favor of the Tariff of 1842; but notwithstanding all, I am 
now firmly convinced that you will carry the Keystone by a fair major­
ity. Your discreet & well advised letter to Mr. Kane, on the subject of the 
Tariff, has been used by us, with great effect. 1 
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There may, I fear, be some falling off in the City & County of Philadel­
phia, both on account of the native American feeling2 & for other causes. 
We have been much at a loss for an ablle & influential Democratic paper 
there possessing the confidence of the party throughout the interior & 
devoted to the cause rather than to men. The Pennsylvanian 3 is owned 
by a clique of the exclusive friends & office holders of Mr. Van Buren, 
most of whom are obnoxious to the mass of the Democracy. It now does 
pretty well; but it harped too long upon the two thirds rule &c. &c. 4 I 
have had several times to assure influential individuals in that City, with­
out pretending, however, to know your sentiments, that as you were a 
new man yourself & would be anxious to illustrate your administration 
by popular favor as well as sound principles, you would not select old 
party hacks for office, merely because they had already held office under 
Mr. Van Buren. By the by, this gentlem.an's conduct, since your nomina­
tion, deserves all commendation. 
In my late political tour through the Northern Counties of Pennsylva­
nia, I met many New Yorkers at Towanda. Among the rest were some of 
the members of the late Syracuse Convention. 5 They assured me, that 
after canvassing the information brought by the Delegates from all parts 
of the State, they had arrived at the confident conclusion, it would vote 
for Polk & Dallas. I have this moment received a letter from the Hon. 
Mr. Hubbell of Bath, 6 in that State, a Jmember of the present Congress, 
which assures me that we shall carry it by a majority of from 15 to 20 
thousand; and so mote 7 it be! Indeed, all my information from New York, 
since the Syracuse convention, has been of a similar character. 
Please to remember me, in the very kindest & most respectful terms, 
to Mrs. Polk. Tell her, that although I have nothing to ask from the 
President, I shall expect much from the President's lady. During her ad­
ministration, I intend to make one more attempt to change my wretched 
condition, & should I fail under her auspices I shall then surrender in 
despair. 
JAMES BUCHANAN 
P.S. I intend to go to Jersey next week where our friends are high in 
hopes. The Texas question is decidedly popular in Pennsylvania. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 3, 1844. See also AL, draft. PHi. Published 
in John Bassett Moore, ed., The Works of dames Buchanan (reprint edition; 12 
vols., New York: Antiquarian Press, 1960), VI, pp. 70-71 .  
1 .  See Polk to  John K. Kane, June 19 ,  1844. 
2.  In early May 1844 armed conflict in Philadelphia between Protestant na­
tivists and Irish Catholic immigrants produced several deaths and substantial 
property damage. 
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3. Philadelphia Pennsylvanian. 
4. Buchanan's reference probably is a floor fight over rules governing the 1844 
Democratic National Convention, which adopted the practice of earlier conven­
tions requiring a two-thirds vote for presidential and vice-presidential nomina­
tions. Although a majority of the delegates voted for Martin Van Buren on the 
first ballot, the same majority could not be obtained in efforts to block adoption 
of the two-thirds rule. 
5. On September 3, 1844, New York Democrats met at Syracuse, N.Y., for 
their state convention. See Albert Gallup to James K. Polk, September 5, 1844. 
6. William S. Hubbell served as postmaster and then town clerk of Bath, N.Y., 
and later turned to banking. He won election as a Democrat to one term in the 
U.S. House, 1843--45. 
7. Archaic variant of "might" or "must." 
FROM DAVID M. CURRIN 
D Sir: Murfreesboro Sept. [23, 1844] 1 
I arrived here on yesterday (Sunday) afternoon, leaving Turney (who 
met me at Cornersville) 2  with Jarnagin. I have seen Yoakum. 3 He con­
sents to accompany McClung in the route Eastward, which you sug­
gested when I was in Columbia-prefers that the list of appointments 
should begin at Bradyville, Cannon County on the 5th of October; thence 
Eastward. About this, however, he will not be tenacious. 
I consented, at Cornersville, to accompany Turney in his appoint­
ments. The publication of them as joint appointments may prevent Whig 
speakers from presenting themselves. I do not know that I shall ac­
company him, during the whole route. I shall be ready to go where our 
friends may think that I would be more efficient. 
I wrote you from Pulaski; but, on learning that the stage did not leave 
that place until Monday (this) evening, did not mail the letter. Topp and 
myself spoke there, during the whole afternoon, on Friday last. 4 The 
crowd was almost exclusively Whig, the Democrats not knowing that 
they would have a speaker present. On that night, as I was informed, 
some resolutions were adopted by the Whigs, to call on you for another 
declaration of your Tariff opinions. 5 Our friends there laughed at the 
whole matter as perfectly ridiculous, a mere proceeding on the part of 
some half a dozen village wiseacres, striving to assume the imposing 
form of "a large and respectable public meeting. " 
I suppose, however, that Pulaski friends have advised you of the char­
acter of the proceedings; and, if they have not, you will best know how 
to treat it. 
I find on reaching home, that a meeting of committee-men from each 
civil District of the County was held at my office on Thursday last. Their 
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Report is as follows: 
Dem. 
Whig. 
Doubtful 
( 1843) 
Dem. 
Whig 
1585 
1481 
160 
1367 
1586 
This seems to me to be too flattering; but judicious friends who were 
present (amongst the number, Yoakun1 who knows every body) assure 
me that it is correct and that the committee-men from each District could 
mention them, nomination. 
DAVID M. CuRRIN 
[Addendum] 
I would prefer a list like this: 
1. Bradyville Cannon 5 Oct. where I have an appt. already 
2. Some point on hickory creek 
3. Some point about 10 miles below Pikeville 
4. Pikeville 
5. About 10 miles above P. 
6. Washington 
7. Prigmore's 
8. Holt's McMinn Cty 
9. Madisonville 
10. Athens 
1 1 .  County seat of Polk 
12. Cleaveland &c backwest 
I cannot go further east. H. Yoakum 6 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered Henderson K. Yoakum's letter on September 30, 1844; Polk's reply 
has not been found. 
1 .  Currin mistakenly dated his letter September 24; corrected date has been 
identified through content analysis. 
2. Marshall County. 
3. A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy, Henderson K. Yoakum served as 
mayor of Murfreesboro, 1837-43; won eledion to one term in the Tennessee 
Senate, 1839-40; moved to Texas in 1845; and authored a two-volume History 
of Texas, which was published in 1855. 
4. A Whig mass meeting was held at Pulaski on September 20, 1844. A lawyer, 
landowner, and railroad promoter, Robertson Topp represented Shelby County 
September 23 1844 1 13 
in the Tennessee House from 1835 through 1839; in the 1844 election he was 
the Whig presidential elector for the Tenth Congressional District of Tennessee. 
5. Reference is to the Giles County Whig Interrogatories of September 20, 
1844. See John W. Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
6. Yoakum's addendum was written on the reverse of Currin's cover sheet. 
FROM RANSOM H. GILLET 1 
My Dear Sir. Ogdensburgh Sept 23 1844 
Since the nomination of Mr. Wright for Gov. I have been so busy that 
I have hardly written a word to any body. Courts speechmaking & some­
thing for our paper have kept me constantly engaged. I can say, without 
a doubt on my mind, that New York is as certain for us as any state in 
the union. The only hope of our opponents rests in their appeals to the 
abolitionists. Mr. Clay's letter to Wickliff2 has nearly blasted this hope. 
Gov. Seward is the emissary sent about to court Birneys friends & to 
persuade the Irish that they should vote for "Patrick O'Clay. " It is too 
late for him to accomplish much. 
Mr. Wright has ceased to make speeches. His correspondence is heavy. 
He "goes like a book" 3 on all subjects & his administration will be easy 
& free from all trouble on questions of public policy. 
Every day there is a public meeting some where in this part of the 
state. Tomorrow morning, I leave to attend five, before I return. Next 
week I go to Lewis Co. (Dayan's residence) 4 to attend one. In fact our 
talking men are put upon circuits with as much regularity as if they were 
"regular clergy. " 
Letters from all parts of the state speak as cheeringly, as I feel autho­
rized to speak of this region. I cannot doubt that every man I vote for 
at this election will be triumphantly elected. Unless we are deceived in 
Ohio & Tennessee this is certainly so. 
R. H. GILLET 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Democrat, Gillet won election to two terms in the U.S. House, 1833-37; 
during Polk's administration he served as register of the Treasury, 1845-47, and 
as solicitor of the Treasury, 184 7-49. 
2. Reference is to Henry Clay's Lexington letter of September 2, 1844. See 
John Galbraith to Polk, September 14, 1844. Daniel C. Wickliffe became editor 
and proprietor of the Lexington Observer and Reporter in 1838 and served in 
that capacity for twenty-seven years. 
3. Quotation not identified further. 
4. Probably Charles Dayan of Lowville, N.Y. Dayan served in the New York 
Senate, 1827-28, and as acting lieutenant governor from October to December 
·-------------- --
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1828; won election to the U.S. House, 1831-33; sat in the New York House, 1835-
36; and served as district attorney for Lewis County, N.Y. ,  1840-45. 
FROM WILSON LUMPKIN 1 
My dear Sir, Athens Ga. Sep. 23d. 1844 
In my retirement from public life, ][ still feel an abiding interest in 
all that concerns the common & vital ilnterests of our beloved Country, 
and since your nomination for the Presidency, my faith & hope for the 
ultimate success of the good cause of Democracy, has revived & strength­
ened every day. The Democracy of Georgia are perfectly & fully united 
in your support, and I believe you will recive the vote of the State. No 
man living has so large an acquaintance personally with the people of 
Georgia as myself, & I have taken sorne trouble to inform myself cor­
rectly on the subject, & think we can s:carcely fail to carry the State by 
a handsome majority. The whigs of Georgia have been forced to assume 
their proper position. They are now boldly advocating all the old Fed­
eral principles of Hamilton 2 &c. as well as the new federal measures 
dictated by Clay. They are Anti-Texas to the core. Indeed the Federal­
ist of the present day, are identical with the old federal Party-with the 
addition of becoming Demagogues, playing off their fantastic tricks & 
mummeries, upon what they deem the ignorant masses of the people. 
They stoop to conquer. I was always rnore successful at still-hunting3 
than driving, and have taken much pains in a quiet still way to effect 
something in the approaching Election, and know that I am not mis­
taken, in assuring you, that I know of a vast number of changes from 
whigery to Democracy in the course of the last few months. The follow­
ing states I think will vote for you. Mailne, New Hampshire, Pennsylva­
nia, Virginia, So. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippie, Louisiana, 
Missourie, Arkansas Illinois, & Michigan-Tennessee, Indianna, Ohio, 
New York & New Jersey-! consider sonaewhat doubtful, but have strong 
hope for Tennessee, New York & New Jersey. I have less faith in lndi­
anna, & but weak hope for Ohio. lndianna & Ohio, have a great deal, of 
the abolition & anti-Texas spirit. Clay will get the vote of Massachusetts, 
Vermont, Rhode Island, North Carolina, Kentucky, Delaware & perhaps 
Maryland & Connecticut, but in most of these states, our friends will 
make a creditable fight. Indeed the great Democracy of the Country, are 
fairly in the field & united. 
Now my old friend, let me say, Texas rnust come into our Union. Texas 
& the Slave holding States of the Union, must be one & indivisable. If J. 
Q. Adams 4 & Co. leave us, let them go. They are Englishmen in heart & 
principle, and if it was not for my love & veneration, for the Democrats 
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of the north, I should before God desire to get rid of the Hartford Clan. 5 
I have no questions to propound to you as a candidate for the Presi­
dency. Upon a critical examination, I find we have always thought & 
voted alike upon every important National question involving principle, 
and our views coincide upon the all important subject of Texas. In your 
success, none of your numerous friends will be more gratifyed than my­
self. My poor prayers & best wishes await you. 
WILSON LUMPKIN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 3, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. A lawyer from Athens, Lumpkin served two terms in the Georgia House 
1808--12; sat for three terms in the U.S. House, 1815-17 and 1827-31 ;  won elec­
tion to two terms as governor of Georgia, 1831-35; and filled the unexpired U.S. 
Senate term of John P. King serving from November 1837 to March 1841.  
2. Reference is to Alexander Hamilton. 
3. Expression meaning "a quiet or secret pursuit of any object. " 
4. John Quincy Adams. 
5. Reference is to the Federalists and the 1814 Hartford Convention. 
FROM WILLIAM MOORE 1 
My D. Sir. Mulberry 23d. Septr 1844 
As the time approaches when the great Battle of Battles, is to be 
faught, so increases my anxiety, and with strengthened zeal we will meet 
the Enemy, the Enemy of our Countries Glory. 
And unless the late tamperings (such as C. M. Clay) 2 gives strength to 
the North, Victory is ours. 
I am pleased that you have not suffered yourself to be drawn out by 
cunning devises. Your position is fair and understood. I know that your 
enemies are anxious to get something new, on which they may comment 
& misrepresent. I need not say be on your guard, for you never sleep on 
your post. 
The South is safe even Georgia is in our ranks. My old friends of all 
parts of the South, & particularly my old Soldiers are saying to me, for 
Gods sake save Tennessee. Well I think she is safe, but the better to 
insure it, my plan is fight the Enemy in the last ditch. One Man may 
save the State, this State may save the Election & save our Country. It 
was my wish to be at Spring hill 3 but I am a cripple & riding injures me 
verry much. I am getting much beter. I wish you could be placed on an 
eminance to see old Fayetteville next thursday. It will far surpass every 
thing that has been witnessed in "old Lincoln. " 4  We are still gaining, & 
with our strength zeal is renewed or increased. 
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I have just wrote a letter to Prest. Sam Houston, 5 in which I say to 
him, that "the U.S. are now reeling like the drunken Man, & the Battle 
now to be faught is of as much importance to us, as was Jacinto, 6 to 
Texas, and that the Salvation of Texas is identified with the Democracy 
of the U.S. Give us Houston, & Polk, we have nothing to fear, but let the 
sceptre pass into the hands of Clay & Co. and darkness will prevade our 
happy Land. "  "But God forbid."  
I could write more but my scrawl may be in the way of more important 
communications. If you write to Mr. Dallas, say to him, he shall have a 
triumphant Vote in old Lincoln which is one of the Counties composing 
your old District. And that shall tell in time to come. Yes and I will look 
at it with pride. 
I have a few enimies round me & have been disposed to shew no quar­
ters, was near having a fight, made mly charge & caught two Men to a 
certainty, but have no fight yet. I think I can get 2 more to compromise 
if as I will make it up. 7 I feel admonished to stop all those little matters 
although they are true. 
I would be glad to see you, or hear from you. 
WILLIAM MooRE 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. An early Lincoln County settler with llarge landholdings, Moore served two 
terms as a Democrat in the Tennessee House, 1825-29, and sat two terms in the 
Senate, 1833-37. He became state adjutant general in January 1840. 
2. Cassius M. Clay urged abolitionists to vote the Whig ticket in the presiden­
tial contest. See John Galbraith to Polk, September 14, 1844. 
3. Reference is to the Democratic mass meeting held at Spring Hill on Septem­
ber 20, 1844. 
4. Reference is to the Democratic mass meeting scheduled at Fayetteville, 
September 26, 1844. 
5. Sam Houston, a former Tennessean, won election to two terms as president 
of the Republic of Texas, 1836-38 and 184 1-44. Mter Texas' annexation to the 
United States, he served as U.S. Senator from Texas, 1846-59, and as governor, 
1859-61.  
6. Reference is to the Battle of San Jacinto, which was fought on April 21 ,  
1836. 
7. Syntax garbled. 
FROM FRANKLIN PIERCE 
My dear Sir, Concord N.H. Sept. 23. 1844 
I have been intending to write to you ever since our Delegates returned 
from Baltimore, but have been prevented by constant and pressing pro­
fessional engagements, which have called me much of the time from 
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home. That I was highly gratified personally with the selection of that 
Convention you will not doubt, but I was still more gratified on other 
and higher grounds than those based upon any strong predilection or 
personal friendship. 
Mr. Van Buren altho' a sagacious and very able Statesman, command­
ing almost universal respect, had not that hold upon the hearts of the 
people that is essential to success in a violent political contest. He 
would have been decidedly my first choice under all the circumstances, 
if my vote alone were to settle the election, but it could not be dis­
guised, that his name while it inspired respect, awoke enthusiasm no 
where. Prior to the publication of his Texas letter, 1 little doubt was en­
tertained here of his nomination, but that expectation was accompanied 
by hope rather than confidence in success. The moment the auspicious 
result at which that body finally arrived was announced, the Democracy 
seemed to awake as from a slumber; and from that time to the present 
our prospects have been constantly brightening. The brilliant result in 
Maine has carried dismay to the whigs throughout the Country not on 
account of the number of electoral votes made certain there, but because 
it shows in connexion with the other elections conclusively the setting of 
the resistless current. The nomination & acceptance of Silas Wright is 
still more disheartening to them. 
Johnson of course gave you a full account of the unpublished proceed­
ings of the Convention on his return home. We think much credit is due 
to Mr Bancroft of Mass. & Mr Carroll 2 of this State for the noble stand 
they took in bringing your name before the Convention; indeed I be­
lieve all our delegates entered into the matter heartily when presented 
to them and a large portion of the Mass. delegation with Mr Bancroft 
& Gov Morton 3 at their head. Bancrofts name is a tower of strength in 
New England and indeed of vast service to us in the nation. It is a re­
markable fact, but nevertheless a fact, that his prominence as a schollar 
& historian is fully equalled by his energy and power as a public speaker 
and political leader. Next after the noble conduct of Van Buren, Wright, 
Butler and the entire New York Democracy, I notice nothing in this can­
vass calculated to awaken higher admiration than the patriotic fortitude 
and favor with which our friends are contesting every inch of ground in 
Massachusetts and Kentucky. Altho in my judgment we stand no chance 
of success in either, still it is quite obvious that in both those states the 
whigs will find full occupation at home, with neither men nor means 
to spare to their neighbours in other states as in 1840. In Kentucky 
my conviction is that state pride will save the "Embodiment" 4 and that 
nothing else could. How sudden and afflictive the death of our friend 
Mr Muhlenburg! After he was put in nomination in Pensylvania and 
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you for the Presidency, the two events recalled pleasantly to my mind 
the night when he presented the resolution of thanks to the Speaker 
and our agreeable meeting in your room soon after. 5 He was a true and 
worthy man. Our majority in this State will be from 6,000 to 10,000. 
The party is thoroughly organized and we are to have mass meetings in 
every County before the election. I have engaged to address the people 
of Grafton Co. next week. Have you an organization in Tenn. minute 
& thorough? In 1840 the whigs had the advantage of us in this as in 
everything else, except our principles: & our candidates. What are the 
prospects in Tenn. and what is there thought of Georgia? Is it not very 
queer that Berrien should be in Massachusetts making tariff speeches 
at this time? 6 Does he think Georgia n10re safe than Massachusetts or is 
he in despair with regard to his own state? When you see Cave Johnson 
please to present to him my kindest regards & tell him that we give him 
credit for doing "Yeoman Service" in this great battle. Mrs Pierce 7 is 
now absent or she would unite with rne in kindest regards to Mrs Polk 
& yourself. 
FRANK PIERCE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Nathaniel Ewing to Polk, September 3, 1844. 
2. George Bancroft and Henry H. Carroll. Formerly a law student under 
Franklin Pierce, Carroll edited the Concord New Hampshire Patriot and State 
Gazette; he served as one of the secretaries of the 1844 Democratic National 
Convention. 
3. Marcus Morton, a lawyer and Democrat, won election to two terms in 
the U.S. House, 1817-21 ,  and served as governor of Massachusetts from 1840 
through 1844. Polk appointed him collector of customs for Boston. 
4. The sobriquet, "Great Embodiment, "  referred to Henry Clay. 
5. On March 3, 1837, the last day of the 24th Congress, the House of Repre­
sentatives, on a motion by Henry A. P. Muhlenberg, passed a resolution of thanks 
to the Speaker, James K. Polk. Pierce's reference to the meeting in Polk's room 
has not been identified further. 
6. On September 19, 1844, John M. Berrien, a Whig senator from Georgia, 
spoke in Boston and defended at length his party's support for a protective tariff. 
7. Franklin Pierce married Jane Means Appleton, daughter of Jesse Appleton, 
a former president of Bowdoin College. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Nashville Sept 24 (eve) 1844 
My Dear Sir, 
The first question to be decided is "Will you answer the Giles whigs 
at all?" 1 Your friends throughout the Union would be glad to see you 
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. absolutely silent until the day of election. That is their feeling. Clay is 
killing himself by writing on all subjects and even to the editors of the 
newspapers without being called on. His friends feel that he has thus 
injured himself and they are trying to get our candidate into the same 
difficulty. Still, as you truly say, a refusal to answer would give them 
something to harp on. Now, Gen Armstrong concurs in the opinion that 
if you do answer, it should be a mere reference to your past acts upon the 
questions referred to, brief and pointed-careful to give them nothing 
out of which they can make capital. 
Gen Armstrong is of the opinion that it would be best to answer them 
in some shape or other and the least said is the best. I will write you 
again and more in detail to-morrow. 2 Every thing is done according to 
directions in late letters. 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
[Addendum] Currin accompanies Turney. Nicholson & Keebles appoint­
ments will be out tomorrow. Say or write Nicholson that he must be at 
[ . . .  ] 3 in Wilson on the 3rd and at Hendersonville on 4th October. I 
stand pledged that he will. He can then rest untill the 7th & take up his 
appointments at Cainsville. RA 4 
I send to Langtry a small sack containing single pamphlets enveloped as 
you directed. 5 No Eastern mail to night. Of course no news. In haste. 
RA 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on September 26, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  See Giles County Whig Interrogatories in John W Goode et al. to Polk, 
September 21 ,  1844. 
2.  Harris' letter has not been found. 
3. Word illegible. 
4. Robert Armstrong wrote his addendum on the verso of Harris' cover sheet. 
5. Armstrong's references are to Hillary Langtry, the Columbia postmaster, 
and to copies of the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
FROM BENJAMIN RAWLS 1 
Columbia, S.C. September 24, 1844 
Rawls tells Polk that Whig newspapers are circulating untrue charges of To­
ryism against Ezekiel Polk. Rawls remembers that as a young boy he lived near 
Ezekiel Polk's farm and attended school with his eldest son and a daughter. 2 
He requests that Polk write him and refresh his memory on the line of descent 
of the Polk and Knox families then residing on Sugar Creek and Steel Creek in 
Mecklenburg County, N.C. 
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ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Democrat from Columbia, S.C., Rawls was appointed postmaster during 
Andrew Jackson's administration, but lost his post following the Whig presiden­
tial victory of 1840. 
2. Thomas Polk and probably Matilda Golden Polk Campbell. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Nashville, Tenn. September 25, 1844 
Armstrong advises Polk that a messenger from the State Department arrived 
tonight with an appointment for Andrew J. Donelson 1 to be charge d'affaires 
to the Republic of Texas. Armstrong concludes that Tyler has chosen Donelson 
for this important and delicate assignment because he wants the "Old Chiefs" 2 
advice and influence with both Van Buren and Houston. Armstrong states that 
he has received Polk's two letters and will reply tomorrow. 3 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A nephew of Rachel Jackson's, Andrew Jackson Donelson served as private 
secretary to Andrew Jackson, 1829-37. Donelson later guided negotiations for 
the annexation of Texas and served as U.S. minister to Prussia during Polk's 
administration. 
2. Andrew Jackson. 
3. Reference probably is to Polk's two drafts of a letter in reply to the Giles 
County Whig Interrogatories; see Polk to John W Goode et al. ,  September 25, 
1844. 
TO JOHN W GOODE ET AL. 1 
Gentlemen: Columbia Sept 25th 1844 
Mr J. N Brown handed to me on the 23rd Instant, your letter of the 
2 1st covering a Preamble and Resolutions which you state were adopted 
by a portion of the Citizens of Giles County on the preceding evening. 
I avail myself of the first leizure mon1ent I have had since your letter 
reached me to respond to it. 
Having long known you as leading and active members of the Whig 
party in your County, who have for years been politically opposed to me, 
and being apprized that your association has undergone no abatement 
in the present canvass, I should underate your intelligence if I were for a 
moment to suppose that anyone of you, had exerted his influence against 
me in ignorance of any sentiments on the subjects on which you now seek 
information. I can scarcely hope to be able to say any thing, in response 
to the call which you have made upon me, consistently with my known 
opinions and political principles, which could by possibility be satisfac­
tory to you. Indeed you seem yourselves to have been aware of this. You 
September 25 1844 121 
are careful to notify me that you do not desire me to furnish the de­
sired information by reference to my "former speeches and addresses ."  
I had been in the habit of believing that a public man's public declara­
tions & acts furnished the best means of learning his opinions. But I 
am now led to infer from your care in directing that you desire me to 
make no references to that source of information, that in my speeches 
addresses, and other public acts, you have found full answers to your in­
terrogatives, and yet you desire me to spread before you, in some other 
shape, my opinions thus easily ascertained by the references which you 
inhibit me from making, and which you yourselves doubtless had made. 
If by your strange refusal to learn my opinions, from consulting them as 
laid down in my public declarations and acts, you hope to induce me to 
write out my opinions in different language, from that already employed 
in conveying them, and thereby to furnish carping political opponents, 
who really do not seek to know what thy are, with an opportunity by 
ingenious misrepresentation, to involve me in alledged inconsistences, 
I have no hesitation saying that such hope will be disappointed. If this 
be not the legitimate inference, I am at a loss, to conceive why you have 
been pleased to impose such a restriction. Allow me to assure you Gen­
tlemen: that I by no means, recognize your right, to dictate the terms or 
the manner in which I am to respond to the call, which you have thought 
proper to make. 
Satisfied as I am, from your standing for intelligence, from your promi­
nent positions in your neighbourhoods, from the determined opposition 
which you are known to have exerted, against the Democratic party and 
its principles, from your familiarity with my opinions, and from the for­
mal manner in which your call has been made, that your object has been 
not to procure information to aid you, in deciding how you will cast your 
votes, but most probably with the hope that you might derive, some ben­
efit from it, to the political party of which you are members, I might with 
entire propriety decline any response to your interrogations. But as it is 
more than probable that you would be as much gratified at my refusal 
to answer, as by any answer I could give, I will refer you to the sources 
from which you may derive the information which you ask. 2 
When I accepted the nomination, by which I was placed in my present 
position before the country, I fully approved and ratified the political 
creed, which was laid down by the nominating convention in the Res­
olutions which were unanimously passed by that body. That creed em­
braces and covers, the subject matter of your Resolutions. The Doctrines 
therein, set forth, were such as I had entertained long before they were 
re-declared by that body. 3 I send you herewith a copy of the Resolutions 
embracing this creed. I send you also a copy a letter addressed by me on 
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the 23rd of April last, to certain citizens of Cincinnati, 4 upon the subject 
of the annexation of Texas to the United States: a copy of my letter to 
which you refer addressed to Mr. Kane of Philadelphia, on the subject of 
the tariff. 5 
I could not in clearer and more unequivocal language, convey my opin­
ions, upon the subjects to which you call my attention, than has been 
done, in the Resolutions of the Convention, and in the letters, copies 
of which I transmit to you: and I am happy to believe that my fellow­
citizens generally fully comprehend and understand them. 
[JAMES K. POLK] 
AL, draft 1. DL�KP. Marked in unidentified hand, " 1st Letter" ;  letter not 
sent. Copy, draft 1. DL� Polk sent this copy of his " 1st Letter" to Robert 
Armstrong on September 25, 1844. 
1. Polk retained in his possession six different drafts of a possible response to 
the Giles County Whig Interrogatories of September 20, 1844, which had been 
communicated under cover of John W. Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
Polk sent copies of two of the drafts, hereafter identified as draft 1 and draft 2, 
to advisers in Nashville for their review and counsel; see Robert Armstrong to 
Polk, September 25, 1844. 
2. On the copy of draft 1, which Polk sent to his Nashville advisers, the last 
three sentences of paragraph 2 and the whole of paragraph 3 have been marked 
for deletion; see John Catron to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
3. On May 30, 1844, the Democratic National Convention adopted a set of 
ten resolutions treating the public issues ofthe day; for the published text of the 
platform statement, see Niles ' National Register, June 8, 1844. 
4. See Polk to Salmon P. Chase et al. ,  April 23, 1844. 
5. See Polk to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
TO JOHN W. GOODE ET AL. 1 
Gentlemen: Columbia Sept 25th 1844 
Mr J. N. Brown handed to me on the 23rd Instant, your letter of the 
2 1st covering a Preamble and Resolutions, which you state were adopted 
by a portion of the citizens of Giles County on the preceding evening. 
I avail myself of the first leizure moment I have had since your letter 
reached me to respond to it. 
In your letter and in the Resolutions which you enclose to me, I am 
requested to reply to your interrogations, "without reference to my for­
mer addresses and speeches. "  I cannot Gentlemen: recognize your right 
to impose such a restriction. I had been in the habit of believing that the 
public declarations and acts of a public man, furnished the best means of 
learning his opinions. But I am now led to infer from the care you have 
taken in notifying me, that you desire me in my answers to make no 
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reference, to that source of information, that in my speeches, addresses 
and other public acts, you have found full answers to your interroga­
tions, and yet you desire me to spread before you, in some other shape, 
my opinions thus easily ascertained by the reference which you inhibit 
me from making. If by your strange refusal to learn my opinions, by con­
sulting them as laid down in my public declarations and acts, you hope 
to induce me to write out my opinions in different language, from that 
already employed in conveying them, & thereby to furnish carping po­
litical opponents who really do not seek to know what they are, with an 
opportunity by ingenious misrepresentation, to induce me in alledged 
inconsistencies, I have no hesitation in saying that such hope will be 
disappointed. 
When I accepted the nomination by which I was placed in my present 
position before the country, I fully approved and ratified the political 
creed, which was laid down by the nominating convention, in the Res­
olutions which were unanimously passed by that body. That creed em­
braces & covers, the subject matter of your resolutions. The political 
doctrines therein, set forth were such as I had intertained long before 
they were re-declared by that body. I send you herewith a copy of the 
Resolutions embracing this end. 
I send you also a copy of a letter addressed by me on the 23rd of 
April last to certain citizens of Cincinnati upon the subject of the re­
annexation of Texas to the United States, 2 and a copy of my letter to 
which you refer, addressed to Mr Kane of Philadelphia on the subject of 
the tariff, 3 both of which avow sentiments in strict accordance with those 
laid down in the Resolutions of the Democratic convention at Baltimore. 
I could not on clearer or more unequivocal terms convey my opinions, 
upon the subjects to which you call my attention, than has been done in 
the Resolutions of the Convention, and in the letters copies of which are 
herewith transmitted to you, and I am happy to believe that my fellow 
citizens generally fully comprehend and understand them. 
In regard to that portion of your proceedings, which relate to the 
minute details as connected with the subjects upon which you address 
me, it is enough to say, that having declared the general principles which 
I entertain, and to which I would conform in the event of my election 
to the Presidency, it cannot be expected that I should do more. No 
President of the United States, it is believed, has ever recommended 
to Congress, the minute details of any measure, brought to the notice of 
that body. General principles have been recommended and if in the ad­
justment of details, the action of Congress, has conformed to these prin­
ciples, the sanction of the Executive has been given. Nor has any Pres­
ident in advance, proclaimed to the world, the minutes terms, and con-
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ditions upon which he would insist in any pending foreign negotiation. 
To do so would be to give foreign nations, an advantage over our own. 
Trusting, Gentlemen: that any legitimate purpose of your inquiries has 
been answered . . . .  
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS, draft 2. DLC-JKP. Marked in unidentified hand, "2d Letter" ;  letter not 
sent. Copy, draft 2. DLC-JKP. Polk sent this copy of his "2d Letter" to Robert 
Armstrong on September 25, 1844. 
1 .  Polk retained in his possession six different drafts of a possible response to 
the Giles County Whig Interrogatories of September 20, 1844, which had been 
communicated under cover of John W Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
Following a policy set early in the presidential campaign, Polk chose not to an­
swer the Giles County Whig Interrogatories, although the number and tenor of 
the drafts suggest that he gave serious consideration to making an exception to 
his general rule. 
2. See Polk to Salmon P. Chase et al. ,  April 23, 1844. 
3. See Polk to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir [Nashville, Tenn.]  26 Septemr. [18]44 
Something like the enclosed 1 in reply to the Giles Committee I think 
would be well received by your friends and the Whigs could make nothing 
out of it. It is my view of the case as expressed to Harris. You must reply 
and the least said the best; it is a trick of Jarnagans, 2 and by the time 
any thing they can say on the subject will reach Pennsyl, Shunk will have 
received 15 or 20,000 Majority. I send a line frorn Catron. 3 In haste. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
[P.S.] I will write you tomorrow night and return the papers- and also 
of Giffords Matters &c. 4 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Armstrong enclosed his and Harris' proposed version of a reply to the Giles 
County Whig Interrogatories of September 20, 1844; see John W Goode et al to 
Polk, September 21 ,  1844, and J. George Harris to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
2. Spencer Jarnagin. 
3. One of Polk's staunch political friends, John Catron was appointed to the 
U.S. Supreme Court in the last days of the Jackson administration. A Ten­
nessean, Catron helped the Nashville Union financially and occasionally wrote 
articles for it. See Catron to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
4. For Lawson Gifford's planned visit to Nashville to raise money for cam­
paign expenses, see John Blair to Polk, September 17, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN CATRON 
Dr. Sir. Nashville, Septr 26 [18]44 
This evening Genl. Armstrong put into my hands a letter from certain 
persons in Giles, propounding to you various interrogatories, 1 concern­
ing an answer to which Genl. A. informed me you had some difficulty. 
No further asperity can be added to the now existing bitterness op­
erating on the minds of those gentlemen. The letter, and preamble ac­
companying the resolutions, prove this, aside from other evidence. They, 
and the resolution, show the petty tricks of a county election; and will 
decieve no one. No candidate for the Presidency has ever had presented 
to him, so far as my observation, and recollection extend so contempt­
able a paper; nor will any sober-minded man, feel for them the slight­
est respect, at home or abroad. They ask you to write a pamphlet on 
the Tariff bills of 1833 & 1842-and on the treaty for the acquisition of 
Texas: and it would require a heavy one, to cover the whole ground, in­
cluding Mr. Benton's Bill. 2 And this you are asked to write and return 
by a messenger sent from a neighbouring village, and by men who de­
clare your grand-father a tory, & call you all the hard names they dare, 
without a risk of injury to the cause they advocate. They ask of you cate­
gorically to answer forthwith papers that are an insult to you as a man; 
and comtemptious and arrogant in a high degree to a gentleman in your 
position. 
Were it otherwise-still they ought not to be answered by you. Your 
opinions on the two subjects referred to are plainly stated, to Mr Kane, 
and to the Cinnti meeting. 3 These letters the Country understands fully. 
They have in them the general opinions you entertain on each subject. 
They are satisfactory to the party whose principles you profess, and 
whose support you recieve; and now to thrust on the party, any new 
issues, growing out of details, numerous and complicated, at this late 
day, would be in all probability as unfortunate for the Democratic party, 
as have been Mr. Clay's numerous and conflicting letters, to the Whig 
party. 
Perfect silence on the subject ought to be observed as I conclusively 
think: and of this I have no doubt. No one has been consulted by me, 
because the matter is deemed too plain for doubt. 
On this subject of letter writing, by those run for the Presidency, my 
opinions are known to you. If you answer these resolutions, you must 
almost of necessity answer all others. This would be impossible. Mr. 
Madison's course is the one I first remember: It was almost entire si­
lence. Genl. Harrison's was Silence; it was the true and dignified course, 
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after the first expression of opinion on the great landmarks of National 
policy professed, and correctly treated by Mr. Madison. 
J. CATRON 
P.S. When this letter was written I had not seen yours to Genl A. nor 
the proposed answers Nos. 1 .  [and] 2. 4 I think any answer improper, & 
neither 1 or 2, equal to the position you hold. Still your opinions formerly 
expressd. as to the duty of one before the people, when you & Gov. Jones 
were called on, 5 may require you to answer in some form, in the opinion 
of Gentlemen better qualified to judge of such matters than I am. I am 
a very poor Judge, and resentful in cases like the one presented. I deem 
it a barefaced trick, with condemnation on its face, and of no force. J.C. 
P.S. By striking out all between the red marks in no. l-it will then be 
better in my judgmt than no. 2. -and as good as such a thing could be. 6 
That between the marks is rather Carping. I tried Joking in its stead. 
This wont. do. You must tell them they are Whigs-rank party scrubs, 
& in a decent way-& an earnest way is all that is allowed you. No. 1 
does it well, down to the first mark, and your references after the 2d. 
mark are in true taste, and genuine ridicule of assumed ignorance. 
I had doubts whether the last paragraph in no. 2, ought not to be 
added to no 1, curtailed-on reflection, I think not. You wd. be charged 
with seeking Sea-room, 7 be taking a new ground. Avoid this altogether. 
J.C. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and enclosed in Robert Armstrong 
to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
1. See John W Goode et al. to Polk, September 21, 1844. 
2.  Reference is to Thomas H. Benton's Texas Annexation bill of June 1844, 
which authorized and advised the president to open negotiations with Mexico 
and Texas for fixing by treaty a new international boundary west of the Nueces 
River and for annexing Texas to the United States. Benton's plan also outlined 
terms under which a portion of Texas, not to exceed the size of the largest exist­
ing state, would be admitted to the Union and the remainder would be accorded 
territorial status, provided that the new territory's northern half would be for­
ever free of slaveholding. 
3. References are to Polk's letter to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844, and Polk's 
letter to Salmon P. Chase et al . ,  April 23, 1844. 
4. See Polk to John W Goode et al., September 25, 1844, draft 1 and draft 2. 
5. See Polk to Wyatt Christian et al., May 15, 1843, and Polk to George W 
Smith et al. ,  May 15, 1843. 
6. See Polk to John W Goode et al. ,  September 25, 1844, draft 1, note 2. 
7 .  Expression meaning "unobstn1cted space at sea in which a vessel can be 
easily maneuvered or navigated. " 
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FROM J.  GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Governor, Nashville Sept. 26. 1844 
This is the best that my poor judgment could conclude upon. 1 I have 
revised it and re-revised it in the presence of Gen. Armstrong. We have 
thought it over and over, and weighed every sentence. It can do no harm. 
It evinces a becoming sense of your devoted position. It will make them 
sorry they addressed you. I think it will please your friends, and show 
them that you are fighting your part of the battle as it should be fought. 
It charges the issue, and will adjoin the matter at least. A Knotty matter 
at best. 
You are undoubtedly apprised of Donelson's apt as Charge to Texas. 
He will make an efficient officer. The news from the North is glorious. 
New York was in a blase on the 16th. Bancroft in his glory at Tammany 
&c. &c. Tomorrow's Union will tell it. 2 All is now safe and certain, there 
is no doubt of it. But everything depends on your prudent letters when 
compelled to write. 
[Addendum] 
Gentlemen: 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
Yours of the 2 1st inst is at hand. For twenty years I was a chosen public 
servant of the People of Tennessee either in the State or General Govern­
ment. During that period I took an active part in the great questions that 
agitated the public mind, and official records bear witness that I never 
occupied a doubtful position on any one of them or in a solitary instance 
avoided the responsibility of giving my vote at the calling of the roll. 
In years past I have repeatedly addressed the citizens of this State in 
each and every county, clearly and unreservedly avowing and re-a vowing 
my sentiments on all the leading public questions at length and in detail. 
And having no wish to disguise or conceal from friend or foe any senti­
ment that I ever uttered or any opinion that I ever entertained respect­
ing the public welfare, it affords me pleasure, as a candidate for office, 
to answer all the questions that the people in their sovereign capacity 
have an indisputable right to ask. But, gentlemen, there is a condition 
precedent accompanying your interrogatories, to wit: that they shall be 
answered by me "without reference to your (my) former addresses and 
speeches, " which tells me that your object is not so much to obtain infor­
mation as to intimate that there is a difference between my sentiments 
at the present time and my "former addresses and speeches" which dif­
ference you would seem to ask me (very respectfully) to aid you in estab­
lishing before the country. 
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This rather a misconception of yours than a fault of mine. It has been 
my constant aim as a public servant to be uniformly governed by a sense 
of strict propriety and exact justice; and my past acts, now serve me 
as land marks by which to preserve rny republican position and direct 
my course. You will excuse me, therefore, from abondoning these ever 
faithful guides. 
It is to my addresses, speeches, letters, votes, on the several questions 
to which you have referred-and others of a similar character too highly 
appreciated by the democracy of my country-that I feel indebted for the 
Presidential nomination. By them I an1 about to be tried before the great 
tribunal of The People-and it is to them-neither few or obscure-that 
I would refer you, gentlemen, for any further information you or your 
friends may desire. Your fellow-citizen, J.K.P. 3 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and enclosed in Robert Armstrong 
to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
1. Reference is to the addendum here printed below Harris' signature. 
2. Reference is to an article in the Nashville Union of September 27, 1844, 
reprinted from an undated issue of the New York Herald; the account detailed 
events at a Democratic mass meeting attended by a crowd of 50,000 people at 
Tammany Hall on September 17. 
3. At length Polk decided not to reply to the Giles County Whig Interrogato­
ries of September 20, 1844, which had been communicated under cover of John 
W Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  184:4. 
FROM WILLIAM H. HAYWOOD, JR. 
My Dear Sir Raleigh 26 Sep 1844 
I snatch a moments time to send you the enclosed, 1 written I have no 
doubt by Geo E Badger, the same who wrote the address of 1828 charging 
Clay with a corrupt bargain & coalition with J.Q.A. 2 Your kinsman by 
one marriage, mine by another. 3 It rnakes it prudent to circulate the 
vindication 4 more extensively. We have had the vindication inscribed in 
Standard & hope our friends elsewhere have circulated it. 
I have rec' d to day the most positive assurances that N. York & Penna. 
are both safe. The letters are confidential & therefore more to be relied 
on than newspaper correspondents. If it were allowable to part with con­
fidential letters I would send them to you. But suffice it to say that they 
come from the best qualified judges in N. York. Our good old mother 
(N.C.) cannot be counted on but we are struggling to effect a quiet orga­
nization & though we do not count on her I hope. If the October elections 
in Penna. & N. Jersey should be favourable it must operate in Tennee. & 
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here greatly in your favor. After you admn. commences I have no doubt 
N.C. will come to its support. 
Judge Chevis' letter5 is ill-timed & therefore selfish because it is likely 
to give countenance to the idea that Demos will go for Disunion: I am 
against it out & out, now and always, in the details & the aggregate, 
I am opposed to a self constituted Southern convention, opposed to re­
sistence any where but the Ballot Box. How ridiculous to talk of dissolv­
ing our Union because we are afraid the abolitionists may do it. To cut 
our throats to keep from dying. May heaven bless you & yours. 
w H. HAYWOOD JR. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia. Published in NCHH, XVI, 
p. 347. 
1 .  Enclosure not found. 
2. John Quincy Adams. 
3. Point of reference is not identified further. 
4. Reference is to Haywood's "Vindication" article, which appeared in the 
Washington Globe of September 2, 1844. 
5. Reference is to Langdon Cheves' letter to the editor of the Charleston Mer­
cury, reprinted in Niles ' National Register, September 28, 1844. A Charleston 
lawyer, Cheves served in the South Carolina House, 1802-10; won election as a 
Democrat to the U.S. House, 1810-15; succeeded Henry Clay as Speaker in 1814; 
sat as ajustice on the South Carolina Court of Appeals, 1816--19; resigned to be­
come a director and president of the second Bank of the United States, 1819-22; 
and held the post of chief commissioner of claims under the Treaty of Ghent, 
1822-29. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
My dear Sir, Hermitage Septbr 26th, 1844 
This day I am greatly afflicted, but I cannot forbear trying to inclose, 
the within & others accompanying it. 1 As you will see alls well in N. 
York & Pennsylvania & Michigan & I have no doubt of Ohio. 
I have reed, a letter also from Mr V. Buren who says Wrights accept­
ing the nomination for govr. has secured beyond all doubt New York. 
Mr. Wright, he says accepted with much reluctance, but he yielded the 
moment he was told, it was the only way to insure the N.Y. vote to the 
Democracy. 
Private. I have just reed a letter from Mr. Tyler-Howard our minis­
ter to Texas is dead. 2 Major A. J. Donelson is appointed and the means 
forwarded for his speedy outfit & journey, & urging me to use my influ­
ence with him to accept-tell Donelson of this & hurry him on, the crisis 
is important. P. Tyler has sent a despatch to our minister at Mexico3 to 
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remonstrate against the invasion of Ttexas, to say, cum multo in parvo, 4 
that he will view it as war on the United States & present it as such to 
congress. This is the true energetic course. Yours in haste. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
P.S. Congress will not be called. A.J. 5 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Published in John Spencer Bassett, ed. Correspondence of 
Andrew Jackson (7 vols.; Washington, D.C. : Carnegie Institution, 1926-35), VI, 
pp. 322-23. 
1. Jackson probably is referring letters from A. P. Stinson, September 1 1 , 
1844; John 0. Bradford, September 16, 1844; and Joel B. Sutherland, September 
17, 1844. 
2.  Born in South Carolina, Tilghman A. Howard practiced law in Tennessee 
and won a single term in the Tennessee Senate, 1827-29. In 1830 he moved 
to Indiana and served as U.S. district attorney from 1833 to 1837. He went to 
the U.S. House in 1839, but lost his gubernatorial race in 1840. Howard served 
briefly as the charge d'affaires to the Republic of Texas. 
3. Governor of Ohio, 1838--40 and 1842,-44, Wilson Shannon served as min­
ister to Mexico, 1844-45. He won election as a Democrat to a single term in the 
U.S. House, 1853-55, and moved to Kansas Territory, where he served two years 
as governor, 1855-56. 
4. Variant of the Latin phrase, "multum in parvo," which translates, "much 
in little. "  
5. Jackson wrote his postscript i n  the left margin o f  the page. 
FROM JOHN LAW 1 
My Dear Sir Vincennes Septr 26 [18]44 
The course is onward in Indiana, and the democratic majority for Polk 
and Dallas may be set down safely at from three to five thousand major­
ity next November, and so our democratic friends in Tennessee may be 
assured. If "coming events" ever "cast their shadow before them" 2 In­
diana is as safe as New Hampshire. Ha.nnegan 3 and myself on yesterday 
united in a letter to our mutual friend Cave Johnson pledging Indiana 
for the majority above. I believe the highest number is less than what 
the majority will be, and we at the same time gave him full permission to 
use the letter as he pleased. I received last week a letter from Mr Dallas, 
of which the following is an extract "Genl Howard of Maryland 4 who has 
been actively canvassing that State writes me as his confident opinion 
that the Republicans would carry theiJr Governor Carroll, 5 and if so, he 
does not doubt the success of their Eledoral Ticket. As to Pennsylvania 
we are sailing before a spanking breeze without a rock, a shoal or eddy 
ahead, and as sure of success as we evE�r were in the course of our polit-
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ical history. The Tariff question is completely lulled by the manly letter 
of Gov Polk. The death of poor Muhlenburg, though a subject for sincere 
regret, in the political contest, opens a place for Francis R Shunk, who I 
doubt not will be elected."  The letters received by me from all quarters 
are equally cheering, and I cannot and do not doubt of our complete and 
triumphant success. 
I am well aware your correspondence is very extensive, and your time 
much occupied in attending to it. I should however be glad from some of 
our friends to learn the prospects in Tennessee. For my own part I have 
never doubted for a moment our success there. 
JOHN LAW 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. An Indiana lawyer and legislator, Law served as a delegate to the 1844 
Democratic National Convention, as a judge for Seventh Circuit Court of Indi­
ana, and as a two-term member of the U.S. House, 1861-65. 
2. Quotation is a paraphrase of "coming events cast their shadows" from 
Thomas Campbell's poem, Lochiel 's Warning. 
3. An Indiana lawyer, Edward A. Hannegan served in the state legislature; in 
the U.S. House, 1833-37; and in the U.S. Senate, 1843--49. From March 1849 
until January 1850, he was U.S. minister to Prussia. 
4. Having won four terms as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 1829-33 and 
1835-39, Benjamin C. Howard of Maryland served as reporter for the U.S. 
Supreme Court from 1843 until 1862; he succeeded Richard Peters, who had 
compiled the reports from 1828 to 1842. 
5. A Baltimore judge and businessman, James Carroll won election as a Demo­
crat to one term in the U.S. House, 1839--41;  he was unsuccessful as a candidate 
for governor of Maryland in 1844. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Nashville, Tenn. September 27, 1844 
Armstrong informs Polk that Harris has prepared an article for the Nashville 
Union in answer to the Giles County Whig Interrogatories. 1 John P. Heiss has 
forwarded the Ezekiel Polk defense 2 to Democratic electors and members of 
Congress; handbills announcing A. 0. P. Nicholson's appointments have been 
distributed. Armstrong notes that Nashville's city elections are tomorrow. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. J. George Harris' article, entitled "The Attempt to Misrepresent Gov. Polk, 
and Place Him in a Wrong Position-Gross Indecency of Modern Whiggery, " ap­
peared in the Nashville Union of September 30, 1844. See John W Goode et al. 
to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
2. Reference is to the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
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FROM JOHN W GOODE ET AL. 
Sir Pulaski Sept. 27th 1844 
Under date of the 21st Instant we had the honor to address you a 
letter, enclosing certain preamble and resolutions adopted at a public 
meeting of a portion of the Citizens of this County at the Court House 
on the evening of the 20th 1 and which, at our request, were handed you 
by Doct. J. N. Brown on Monday last, the 25th instant. Not having been 
favored with an answer, we respectfully desire you to inform us whether 
a reply is to be expected, and if so at what time. 
We trust that your engagements will permit an early notice of this 
communication. 
JNo. W GooDE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to the Giles County Whig Interrogatories; see John W Goode 
et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
FROM JOHN W P.� McGIMSEY 1 
Dear Sir, Baton Rouge 27th Sept 1844 
In a previous communication to you, 2 soliciting the appointment of 
surgeon to the Troops stationed at this Garrison, in the event of your 
election, I stated that the present Incmnbent was a Whig. I take pleasure 
in correcting this statement. I am informed that Dr Harny3 is now, & 
always has been, a sound Republican & Democrat. Nevertheless, he has 
had the appointment upwards of 20 years, & it seems to me that rotation 
in office is more in harmony with true Republicanism; & I therefore hope 
that my humble claims may be remembered for the appointment, either 
here or near St Louis after you are installed as our Chief Magistrate. But 
if I were assured by you, that I would not receive any appointment, it 
would not change my course towards you. Altho I am no public speaker, 
you shall have my humble, but zealous support. I hope that I shall never 
be influenced by selfish motives, when I am required to act in reference 
to those great Republican principles, of which you are the able advocate; 
& which I deem to be of such vital importance to the strength & dignity, 
the prosperity & happiness of our whole Union. 
We contemplate raising on tomorrow our democratic Hickory pole (in 
an open space near our Court house) intended to be 150 feet in highth, 
from which will be suspended a large & splendid flag, & upon the top 
will be perched a large & beautifully c:arved American Gold Eagle. Our 
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Democratic mass meeting will come off on monday next, at which we ex­
pect a crowded assembly. 4 I only wish that you could, consistently with 
your Views, be one of the number. The Zeal of our community increases 
with the approach of the comming contest, the great day of conflict. Not 
an individual seems to occupy a neutral stand. All have arrayed them­
selves under the standard of Polk & Dallas, or Clay & Frelinghuysen. 
This is perhaps as it should be. I hope the two great parties are in­
fluenced alone by a love of country. There has not been a time since 
the organization of our Government, when a greater necessity existed 
for giving an impulse to those great Republican measures under which 
our country has uniformly prospered. Hence I concieve the election of a 
Democratic President, of the first importance to its best interests. 
Tell Mrs. Polk that Mrs. McGimsey is a thorough going Democrat, & 
full of activity & zeal, for the election of her Husband. I took her with 
me, day before yesterday on the high lands, the most beautiful part of 
our Parish, where I had some patients. We made several calls & at every 
place, she made a favourable impression & I hope several converts to the 
Republican faith. She stated that she was intimately acquainted with 
you both. She spoke of you, as an enlightened statesman a distinguished 
Jurist, an honest man & no gambler. And of Mrs. Polk, she said that no 
Lady could be found better quallified to grace the Capitol as Mistress 
of the Country. I verily believe that no Lady could electioneer better, 
or with more effect. She says she will continue in the good cause until 
the conflict is over. I shall be egregiously disappointed if you do not get 
Louisiana by a Very large majority. 
J. W P. McGIMSEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. McGimsey had been a physician in Columbia, Tenn. ,  before moving to Mis-
sissippi in 1834; he settled in Baton Rouge in December 1840. 
2. See John W. P. McGimsey to James K. Polk, July 31, 1844. 
3. Probably Benjamin F. Harney, a U.S. Army surgeon. 
4. McGimsey's reference is to the Democratic mass meeting at Baton Rouge, 
La. ,  September 30, 1844. 
FROM JULIUS W BLACKWELL 1 
Dear Sir, Athens Ten. Sept. 28th 1844 
I cannot resist the impulse of feeling which now prompts me to write 
you. I attended three barbecues last week; the first at Decatur, 18th 
inst. Meags Co. 2 which was a Democratit concern, and about 5000 per­
sons were present, nearly all democrats. All went off gloriously. The 
second at pikeville on the 20th inst. About 2500 persons were there. 
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Maj Henry spoke nearly three hours. Then dinner was announced; af­
ter dinner Maj .  Rowles was allowed to answer Henry, but Henry put off 
to the village, and did not heare Rowles. The leading whigs moved off 
soon after Rowles got to speaking, and the rank and file followed. By 
the time Rowles finished, there very few left to heare him, and most 
of them democrats. The 3rd tooke place at Washington3 on the 21st 
inst. and as it was very evident that there was a larger number of demo­
cratic voters than was of Whigs; and as it was threatened that the crowd 
would be divided if Rowles did not get a division of time, the whigs 
were quite condescending, and let Rowles speak first, and two hours 
was allowed for each (Rowles & Henry) before dinner. Mter dinner the 
crowd dispersed. Henry was eloquent, but Rowles is his superior in ar­
gument. 
Our friends, every where, assure me that we are gaining votes. In 1840 
the Democrats commenced arrangements for a barbecue, and invites the 
whigs to joine them and make a union barbecue; but they refused, and 
then pitched upon the same day, and made one for themselves. When the 
day came on, we out numbered them nwre than 2 to one. This year, the 
whigs pitched their barbecue on the day Henry had appointed to address 
the people in this place, and the democrats without determined to pay 
off old scores, and have a barbecue on the same day. 4 However much the 
whigs may grumble about it, and however much some of our moderate 
democrats may have condemned it, I do assure you it has had a most 
triumpant and glorious effect. We out numbered the coons at least three 
to one. Never did I see such enthusiasm in our ranks. The coons tried 
to sing, they tried to groane, but all could see that they felt whiped. The 
news from Maine, 5 which reached us on the evening before the barbe­
cue, put a damper upon the whigs whieh they could not conceale. Altho 
great excitement pervaded both parties , yet nothing of a serious nature 
occured, altho there was but little needed to have brot. on a battle. On 
one occasion, where the two parties had to pass during the parade, a two­
legged coon, bearing a four-legged coone on a pole, he impudently poked 
his coon towards the face of a democrat. The democrat seized the pole, 
shook off the coone, jumped down and stamed it to death in the street. 
The whig got down to defend the coone, and the democrat gave him a 
genteels flogging in less than a minute. The interfeareance of some of 
both parties put a stop to the matter just at this point. 
The democrats evidently ruled the day, and had the coones under cow. 
The poor coons look whiped, they feel whiped, and they know they are 
badly whiped, but they dred the whipping which they must know they 
are to get in November next. Nothing gives them more pain than to see 
us out Herod Herod. 6 We fight the Devill with fire and have whipped him 
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in evry engagement so far. Nothing plagues the coons more than to turn 
their songs against them. 
They sing a corus to one of their songs, thus. "0! dear what a fine 
Joke, to have such a leader as little Jim Polk." Our little boys sing it 
thus. " 0! dear, what a fine joke, To beat an old gambler with little Jim 
Polk." 
The excitement is so high, I know not where it will end, but I hope no 
violence will take place. It is impossible to say how much we will gain in 
this end of the state. I have not the least doubt but that we will greatly 
reduce the coon majority in this Congressional district, if we do not over­
run it. But the coons fight with desparation, and we are determined to 
meet them at evry point of attack. 
J. W. BLACKWELL 
P.S. L. C. Haines, 7 Geo. W. Jones, and Col. Robt. Powell, all Tennesseans, 
were our principle speakers. None from any other State. J.W.B. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Democrat from Athens, Blackwell won election to the U.S. House from 
the Fourth District in 1839 and from the Third District in 1843. 
2. Misspelling of Meigs County. 
3. Reference is to the town of Washington in Rhea County. 
4. Both the Democrats and the Whigs held mass meetings at Athens on 
September 25, 1844. 
5.  Reference is to the state elections. 
6. Paraphrase of "it out-herods Herod. "  William Shakespeare, Hamlet, act 3, 
scene 2. 
7.  Landon C. Haynes. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Nashville, Tenn. September 29, 1844 
After criticizing the Giles County Club's "Indecent haste" in sending out its 
letter, 1 Armstrong argues that the real intention of the Giles County Whigs was 
"to play out the trick. "  He advises Polk that the latest letter removes any obliga­
tion on Polk's part to write a reply. Armstrong reports that the Democrats have 
been defeated in Nashville's city elections by 50 votes more than expected. 2 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See John W. Goode et al. to James K. Polk, September 27, 1844. 
2 .  On September 28, 1844, the Whigs won a decisive victory in Nashville's 
municipal elections; they elected the mayor, the town constable, and ten alder­
men. 
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FROM LEONARD I� CHEATHAM 
Dr. Sir: Memphis, Sept. 29th 1844 
I have nothing particularly interesting to you, but presume you would 
be glad to know how your friends are geting on. Since Caruthers crossed 
the Tennessee, I have been with him at every point, but one up to Cov­
ington. 1 
Johnson, Coe & myself all met at Brownsville. 2 Cave gave us an excel­
lent speech, his health is improving, fo:r fear he might fail, Judge Wm. T. 
Brown & Th. Craighead 3 went on with him; I think he will have a good 
attendance hereafter, for at four places they promised me to have bar­
becues for him, so as to draw out all. Coe went home from Brownsville, 
to rest & be ready to join Bell at Portersville. 4 I met Bell the day before 
this (Yesterday) near Portersville, seerningly cowed. It is said here that 
Staunton 5 has only been able to meet him 3 times, & at each place gained 
a decided advantage; Bell gets vexed &c. The North part of the District 
has not been well canvassed & in no portion do I think the gain equal 
to Middle Tennessee, yet I have been in no County where our friends do 
not claim a gain of 50 votes & more, unless it be Tipton. There they say 
30 & a few who will act vote at all. 
I shall fill Coe's appointment here to-morrow, then go to Westly, 6 where 
we will have a meeting of some 15,000 as they say: Monday after I shall 
be at Jackson with D. Craighead 7: then on to several barbecues made to 
suit my return in Middle Tennessee. I shall reach home the 17th. Say 
to the Madam to cheer up a little; Tennessee is certainly safe & so must 
be New York; this County they say will give an increase of 150 votes. 
I saw a man today just from Ohio, he says Clays response to C. M. 
Clay's letter will & is now injuring him there. 8 I have stood it well so 
far, feel dull to day from having road i[n the rain the day before yester­
day. I wrote to you something about a vest, 9 if you have not heard of 
it, I am inclined to think it was left at that Doc's house we spoke at in 
Springhill. 10 
L. P. CHEATHAM 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Caruthers was scheduled to appear in Covington on September 25, 1844. 
2. Democrats held a mass meeting in Brownsville on September 23, 1844. 
3. William T. Brown, formerly a law partner of James P. Grundy in Nashville, 
served as judge of Tennessee's Sixth Circuit Court, 1836-38, before establish­
ing a legal practice in Memphis. The son of Thomas B. Craighead and brother 
of David Craighead, Thomas Craighead studied law under William Williams of 
Davidson County. 
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4. The Portersville Whigs held a mass meeting on  September 28, 1844. 
5. Frederick P. Stanton. 
6. A Democratic mass meeting was scheduled on October 3, 1844, at Wesley. 
7. A Democratic mass meeting was scheduled on October 7, 1844, at Jackson. 
8. On September 18, 1844, Henry Clay wrote Cassius M. Clay that he was 
neither an "ultra supporter of the institution of slavery" as northerners saw 
him nor "an abolitionist" as southerners saw him. Reprinted from the Albany 
Evening Journal in Niles ' National Register, October 12, 1844. 
9. On August 23, 1844, Cheatham wrote to Polk from Lynnville, "I left a black 
vest either at your house or at Mr. Alexanders at Mt. Pleasant, if it can be sent 
to Chappelhill or Shelbyville, I would be glad as I have only one with me & that 
is dirty & etc." ALS. DLC-JKP. 
10. Democrats held a mass meeting at Spring Hill on September 20, 1844; 
reference to the "Doc's house" is not identified further. 
TO JOHN P. HEISS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Sept. 30th 1844 
I have received a letter from a leading Democratic friend in Louisi­
ana, 1 requesting me to ask you to send the Nashville Union, in exchange 
to the "Bayou Sara Ledger" published at Bayou Sara Louisiana. I will 
thank you to do so. 
Have you sent the 1 .000 copies of the "Vindication" 2 to Edwin Polk 
Esqr. at Bolivar as requested? If you have not send them through the 
mail. Put them up in packages of convenient size or request Genl. 
Armstrong to do so, in such manner that they will be charged with news­
paper or Pamphlet Postage only. Have all the balance been distributed? 
Send me the balance of my 1 .000. 
My news from Georgia is very good, as good as that from the north. 
In haste. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. T -JPH. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Private. " Published in 
THM, II, p. 146. 
1. Polk's reference is to a letter from William G. Austin, September 16, 1844. 
2.  Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Sep. 30, 1844 
Yours of the 23rd is just received. 1 I will immediately make the ap­
pointments for Col. McClung. The two last days will I think do the cause 
most good by being spent at Kingston & Campbells Station, as Monroe 
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& Blount have had a full share of effort already tho I will confer with our 
friends about that before the appointn1ents are announced. 
Clay (of A.) 2  should go to Grainger Jefferson & Sevier. When I hear 
from him or you I will have the list extensively circulated in the papers 
& will write to our friends at all the points in his & McClungs list to have 
barbacues &c. &c. Recently we have had such frequently. Our delegates 
have just returned from the mass meeting at Athens. We doubled the 
Whig Meeting held simultaneously. 3 Haynes & Jones were there & made 
a decided impression. Many of the Whigs were in our crowd. Haynes 
goes over to Olivers in Anderson on the 3rd. Speaks in Knoxville to day. 
Barton heard of the sickness of his fan1ily & was compelled to leave his 
& Jones list unfilled, but Bradley4 & M[axwell will supply their places as 
low down as Guthries in Greene County. There West Humphreys 5 & A. 
R. Crozier will take them up on Wednesday & continue them through. 
Rowles is attending to Genl. Henry. ,We keep every point guarded, & 
I never knew our friends, speakers & hearers in such excellent spirits. 
As the time approaches the people pause & are giving a patient hearing 
to our friends. We are certainly making converts every where. Barton 
assured me that there were Whigs enough who will not vote to change 
the election even if we did not make a single convert in the State. 
I have cases of sickness in Blount Sevier & the upper end of Knox 
which keep me constantly on horse baek since I have got well & I make 
it subserve our cause as well as I can by circulating papers wherever I 
go, & by talking to the people. I was in all these counties twice last week 
& know of changes in every district. The Whigs are desperate, & I think 
are relaxing their efforts visibly. Their failure at Athens was obvious, & 
is admitted by the candid amongst then1. I write this hasty note while my 
young men are replenishing my saddle bags with medicine & newspapers 
for a long list of visits to day. Will write soon when I have a little more 
leisure. I forgot to say that I have written to Philadelphia Charleston 
Cincinnati & Nashville for documents printed in the German language 
to be circulated in E. T. for the use of our Dutch citizens. They will do us 
essential service. 
J. G. M. RAMSEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 9, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Polk's letter of September 23, 1844, has not been found. 
2. A lawyer and Alabama state legislator, Clement C. Clay won three terms as 
a Democrat in the U.S. House, 1829-35; he also served as governor of Alabama, 
1835-37, and as U.S. Senator, 1837-41 .  
3. On September 25,  1844, the Democrats and Whigs held mass meetings at 
Athens, Tenn. Some ten thousand men, women, and "attentive youths" at-
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tended the Democratic rally and heard speeches by George W Jones, Landon 
C. Haynes, and Robert W Powell. 
4. Orville T. Bradley studied law under Hugh L. White and supported his men­
tor for the presidency in 1836. He served as a Democrat in the Tennessee House, 
1833-35, and in the Tennessee Senate, 1835-37. A member of the Whig party 
after 1836, he backed William H. Harrison for the presidency in 1840 but sup­
ported Polk in 1844. 
5.  A lawyer from Somerville, West H. Humphreys won election to a single 
term in the Tennessee House, 1835-37, and served as state attorney general and 
reporter, 1839-51 .  He presided over the U.S. District Court for West Tennessee 
from 1853 until 1861.  
OCT013ER 
FROM JOHN H. LUMPKIN 1 
Dear Sir Rome. 1st October 1844 
I have just returned from a democratic mass meeting held at Marri­
etta, a central parish in my district. The assemblage was large, number­
ing from 6 to 8 thousand persons, all animated with the same burning 
zeal for democratic principles and measures. In this vast assemblage I do 
not think there was one solitary individual who even doubted that a glo­
rious triumph awaits the Democracy on the first monday in this month, 
and also on the first monday in November. 2 All was hope, confidence & 
enthusiasm. One of the distinguishing features in this contest in Geor­
gia is, the degree of personal and individual interest manifested in behalf 
of the democratic candidates is unparralled in the history of party con­
tests. Our ablest and most talented statesmen and speakers it is true, 
are daily canvassing the whole state, but the humblest democrat in this 
state is fully alive to the importance of the contest, and all are doing 
whatever in them lies to promote and Jmake certain a glorious triumph. 
And I now feel confident that we shall carry Georgia in November by not 
much less than five thousand majority. The majority will not be so large 
in the election for members of Congress, which takes place on Monday 
next. In this Congressional district my majority over my opponent 3 will 
not be less than 2500-and he is the open advocate of annexation now 
and professes to advocate a Tariff for revenue with incidental protection 
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only. Col. Cobb informs me that his majority over his opponent will be 
at least 1500 and may reach 2000. 4 Col. Seaborn Jones5 thinks he will 
carry his district by 1000 majority. It is believed that Genl. Harralson 
and Col. Chappell will both succeed by small majorities, but the contest 
will be very close in both districts. 6 Col. Thomas B. King (whig) will 
probably be elected over Col. Spalding (dem) in the first by a small ma­
jority but not more than 300 votes. 7 Col. Toombs (whig) will succeed in 
his district over the Hon. E. J. Black by 1200 votes. 8 And the Hon. A. 
H. Stephens will be reelected by probably 800 votes. 9 I have been thus 
particular in giving you the estimates in each district that you may see 
what is our present calculations. And by it you may see that we may even 
be defeated in the Congressional election, and only elect 3 out of the 8 
members, and still carry the state from 2 to 3 thousand if our estimates 
are correct. You will I doubt not recognize the acquaintance I had the 
honor to make with you at Chattanooga in Hamilton County, Tennessee, 
something more than twelve months ago. My most ardent desire is that 
I may have the pleasure of meeting you at Washington City the fourth of 
March next, as the Chief magistrate of the people of the United States. 
That such will be the result of this contest I feel now an assurance that 
does not doubt. 
JoHN H. LUMPKIN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 14, 1844. 
1. A lawyer from Rome, Ga. , John H. Lumpkin served one term in the state 
legislature; won election to three terms in the U.S. House, 1843-49; served as 
judge of the Georgia Superior Court, 1850-53; returned to the U.S. House, 1855-
57; and lost his bid for the governorship in 1857. 
2 .  Reference is to the state congressional elections of October 7, 1844, and the 
presidential election of November 4, 1844. 
3. An Augusta lawyer, Andrew Jackson Miller served one term in the Georgia 
House, 1836-37, prior to his election to the Georgia Senate, where he served 
from 1838 until his death in 1856. 
4. Howell Cobb and John W H. Underwood. Cobb, an Athens lawyer, was ap­
pointed solicitor general of the western district of Georgia, 1837-41;  was elected 
as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 1843-51 ;  and was chosen Speaker during his fi­
nal term. He won election to one term as governor of Georgia, 1851-53; returned 
for one term to the U.S. House, 1855-57; and served as secretary of the Treasury 
during James Buchanan's administration. Underwood, a lawyer from Rome, 
Ga. ,  was appointed solicitor general of the western judicial district of Georgia, 
1843-47; was elected to one term in the Georgia House, 1857-59, and to one 
term in the U.S. House, 1859-61 ;  and was appointed twice to the Georgia Supe­
rior Court, 1867-69 and 1873-82. 
5.  Jones, a Columbus lawyer, served as solicitor general of Georgia in 1823; 
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he won election as a Democrat to two terms in the U.S. House, 1833-35 and 
1845-47. 
6. Hugh A. Haralson and Absalom H. Chappell. A lawyer, Haralson served 
several terms in the Georgia legislature before winning election as a Democrat 
to the U.S. House, where he served from 1843 until 1851 .  
7 .  Admitted to the bar in  1790, Thomas Spalding never practiced law but pur­
sued his extensive interests in agriculture!, which included cotton, sugar cane, 
silk, and grape cultivation. He served in both the Georgia House and Senate 
and won election in 1805 to one term in the U.S. House. 
8. Robert Toombs and Edward J. Black. A lawyer from Washington, Ga. , 
Toombs served in the Georgia House, 183:7-40 and 1841-44; won election as 
a Whig to the U.S. House, 1845-53; and represented his state as a Democrat in 
Senate from 1853 until his withdrawal in 1861 .  Black served as a States' Rights 
Whig in the U.S. House, 1839-41 ;  he subsequently won election as a Democrat 
to that body and served from 1842 until 18·4:5. 
9. Alexander H. Stephens, an attorney from Crawfordville, Ga. , served both 
in the Georgia House, 1836-41 ,  and in the Georgia Senate, 1842; from 1843 
until 1859 he held a seat in the U.S. House, initially as a Whig and later as a 
Democrat. During the Civil War, he served as vice-president of the Confederate 
States of America. He was elected to the U.S. House in 1866, but was denied his 
seat. In 1872 he returned to the U.S. House and served in that body until 1882, 
when he was elected governor. Stephens served in that post but a few months 
prior to his death in 1883. 
TO JAMES BUCHANAN 
My Dear Sir: Columbia, Tenn. Oct. 3rd 1844 
I thank you for the information whic:h you give me, in your esteemed 
favour of the 23d ultimo. 1 The account which you give of the political 
prospects in Pennsylvania, accords with all the information which I have 
received from other sources. The great "Key-Stone State, "  will I have 
no doubt, continue to be, as she has ever been, Democratic to the core. I 
was glad to learn your opinion of the probable result in New York, as well 
as in Pennsylvania, because I have great con[fi]dence in your sober judg­
ment, and know the caution with which you would express an opinion. I 
received a letter from Gov. Lumpkin of Georgia on yesterday, 2 giving me 
strong assurances that, that State is safe. We may not carry a majority 
of the members of Congress, at the election which takes place next week, 
because of the peculiar arrangements of the Districts, which were laid 
off by a Whig Legislature, but that we will have a decided majority of the 
popular vote he has no doubt. In this State our whole Democracy were 
never more confident of success. It is true we have a most exciting and 
violent contest, but I think there is no reason to doubt, that the State 
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will be Democratic in November. A few weeks however will put an end 
to all speculation in the State, and in the Union. 
The State elections in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, will be over be­
fore this letter can reach you. Will you do me the favour to give me your 
opinion, whether the vote in these elections may be regarded as fair and 
full test of the strength of parties in November? 
Thanking you for your very acceptable letter . . . .  
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. PHi. Addressed to Lancaster, Penn. , and marked "Private. " Published 
in Moore, ed. ,  The Works of James Buchanan, VI, p. 72. 
1 .  See James Buchanan to Polk, September 23, 1844. 
2.  See Wilson Lumpkin to Polk, September 23, 1844. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Governor, Nashville Oct. 3. 1844 
I have just finished directing to every quarter of the State the plan of 
organization suggested. It cannot help doing much good. 
I perceive that the "Roorback" Hoax is recoiling on its inventors at the 
North, as a panic prevails in the Whig party there which is a premonitory 
symptom of its fate. 
We have been trying to get up that pamphlet exhibiting a contrast 
between your course and the course of Mr. Clay on Pre-emption. 1 I trust 
we shall succeed, but we have some financial difficulties to encounter at 
this moment which it is difficult to overcome. I trust, however, it will be 
forthcoming. 
You will receive Handbills for Gordon & Voorhies 2 with 1 00 blanks to 
be sent wherever a good soldier may need them. For the handbill busi­
ness the General3 & myself here chartered the Agriculturist Press, 4 all 
those of the Union Office running constantly on the St. Sp. Ban. ,  Union 5 
&c. Indeed the General and myself are de facto the State Committee, it 
having merely honorary (not active) members de jure. 
I write before the in-coming of the Columbia Mail, and I believe every 
thing is attended to according to your suggestions up to this moment. 
I fear Kezer did not take the best steps to secure aid. 6 He brought 
nothing to the treasury. The promises, on subscription lists, still in 
the hands of subscribers are not par funds with which to pay print­
ing bills &c. ,  and I am afraid he has given the State Committee to un­
derstand that no reliance can be placed on these promises for he told 
Maj .  Heiss to day (himself & Dr. Robertson 7) that the State Commit­
tee would not be personally responsible for printing bills. This was un-
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wise. If this is the fruit of his mission, he had better have remained at 
home. 
But this is a small matter of no consequence. We will push on the 
column so far as our strength goes. 
The more I think of your course towards the Pulaski Whigs the more 
I approve it. They can make nothing out of it. 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. " Polk's AE on 
the cover states that he answered this letter on October 4, 1844; Polk's reply has 
not been found. 
1 .  Because of a shortage of funds, Harris set aside plans to publish a pamphlet 
and instead ran in the Nashville Union a lengthy article contrasting the positions 
of Clay and Polk on the pre-emption question. See the Nashville Union, October 
14, 1844. 
2. William Van Voorhies formed a law partnership with William H. Polk in 
1844, went to California early in 1849 as a special U.S. postal agent, and in 1850 
won election as California's first secretary of state. 
3. Robert Armstrong. 
4. Reference is to the printing office for the Tennessee periodical, Agricultur-
ist, and Journal of the State and County Societies. 
5. Nashville Star Spangled Banner and Nashville Union. 
6. See Timothy Kezer to James K. Polk, October 6, 1844. 
7. Felix Robertson, a physician, was the son of Nashville's founder, James 
Robertson. Elected Mayor of Nashville in 1818, 1827, and 1828, Felix Robertson 
headed the Nashville Democratic Central Committee in 1844. 
FROM GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
Thursday 10 P.M. 
My dear Sir Cleveland, Ohio. Oct. 3d 1844 
In passing through Columbus I dropped to your address a hasty line in 
which I spoke of the great uncertainty of the result in Ohio. 1 Since then 
having attended and addressed a mass rneeting every day, and conversed 
with hundreds of voters I feel myself constrained to say that I can not 
avoid continuing in the beleif that no reliable calculations have been 
arrived at as to the probable result of the approaching gubernatorial 
election. 
In compliance with your request I 1nentioned to Mr. Medary2 that 
which you desired. He said that he would write soon. 3 I presume that he 
has done so, but as in the multiplicity of his avocations he may not have 
found time to fulfill his intention I beg leave to submit a few remarks on 
the present state of affairs here. 
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And first as to individuals. At the mass meeting at Elyria on the Re­
serve I met Col. Tod our candidate for Governor and had with him a full 
and free conversation in which he stated without any proviso whatever 
that he is confident of being elected Governor of Ohio on Tuesday next 
by not less than 5,000 majority. Our mutual friend Mr. Hamer4 (who 
is here now and in whose company I have had the pleasure of travel­
ling for some days) assures me strenuously that the state is safe for Tod 
by a similar vote. He entertains no doubt of the result. Gen. Cass is 
still more sanguine than the gentlemen first named. Caleb J. McNulty 
late Clk H of Representatives and whom I met at Columbus anticipates 
a still heavier majority. 5 At Cincinnati I conversed with Jho B. Weller, 
David T. Disney, C. C. Brough and others, and all alike rely with implicit 
confidence on a favorable result. 6 Medary in our first interview frankly 
told me that things were not working to suit him and that he was ap­
prehensive that our friends would be disappointed. Twenty four hours 
afterwards he was more confident and Twenty four hours having again 
elapsed, i.e. at the Zanesville meeting he assured me that fresh informa­
tion of a favorable character had come in and that he no longer doubted 
the result and considered Tod's election certain. These gentlemen one 
& all unite in the opinion that the vote for Governor will be indicatory 
of the Electoral vote of Ohio. 
Two or three things induce me to hesitate in according full credence 
to the views above expressed. First, the Texas question has not been ar­
gued before the people on the stump as it should have been fully, boldly 
and directly. In the 10 or 12 mass meetings which I have talked to in this 
state from the Ohio river to Lake Erie I found it to be universally the case 
that the people listened to a manly discussion of that issue with inter­
est and even astonishment pictured in their faces and fairly with their 
mouths open-Again. The rank and file of the party are not so alive to 
the importance of this contest as they are in other states. In my humble 
judgment this is obvious-Kindly. The organization of the party is de­
fective, at least to the eyes of a New York politician. There is no plan in 
operation by which the political pulse of the state can be felt from week 
to week. In the fourth place, in Fairfield, Wayne and other counties the 
Currency question is distracting our friends. 7 And yet again-there are 
slumbering jealousies among some half dozen of our leading men who 
now occupy in the public eye about the same position-each man being 
determined to assert his supremacy at the first convenient opportunity. 
The Whigs are evidently full of hope even while acknowledging the un­
deniable weakness of Mordecai Bartley as a candidate. If Spangler had 
accepted the nomination which they tendered to him or Corwin had run 
again, 8 little doubt could have been entertained of their success. King, 
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the abolition candidate for Governor9 is very active in canvassing the 
state. He attacks Clay with great ferocity, calls you a slave-holder and 
that is all, and advises his friends to vote for Birney and himself. Three 
quarters of the Abolitionists are Whigs. In the adherence of the third 
party men to their ticket lies, as I am persuaded, our only reasonable 
hope of carrying the state. In the present state of things, no man can 
tell whether they generally will adhere to their nominees or not, but the 
better opinion is that they will. Had it not been for Mr. Clay's letter 
disavowing Cassius M. Clay it would probably have been otherwise. 10 
Our meeting here to-day has produced an excellent effect. Even Cass, 
Mr. Hamer, and myself spoke each two hours to a most attentive and 
numerous auditory. Harrison's majority in '40 on the Western Reserve 
was over 9000. This year the democrats say that Clay's will be under 
5000. As Ritchie 1 1  says Nous verrons. 12 
At this point I have reed. several letters from N.Yk.,  Albany, Buffalo, 
Lockport & other places the tenor of which is uniform as to the contest 
in the state of N. Yk. being already settled in favor of the Democratic 
nominees. In the firm hope and trust that this will prove to be the case 
& with my respectful regards to Mrs. Polk I am . . . .  
GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private & Confiden­
tial. " 
1. In his letter of September 24, 1844, Melville informed Polk that he planned 
to accompany Lewis Cass and Thomas L. Hamer on their speaking engagements 
in Ohio. He promised to write Polk providing information on the Democrats' 
chances for election in Ohio. ALS. DLC--JKP. 
2. A native of Pennsylvania and printer by trade, Samuel Medary edited the 
Columbus Ohio Statesman and in that position exercised great influence in the 
Ohio Democracy; he subsequently served first as governor of Minnesota Terri­
tory, 1857-58, and then of Kansas in 1859-60. 
3.  Medary wrote to Polk on October 28, 1844, thanking Polk for his letter. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. 
4. A lawyer and Democrat, Thomas L. Hamer of Ohio served three terms in 
the U.S. House, 1833-39; commissioned a brigadier general in the Mexican War, 
he died in the service in 1846. 
5. A resident of Ohio, Caleb J. McNulty defeated Matthew St. Claire Clarke 
for the office of House clerk on December 6, 1843, and served until January 
18, 1845, when he was dismissed from offiee. For the clerk's election, see Cave 
Johnson to Polk, December 1 1 , 1843. 
6. John B. Weller and probably Charles H. Brough. An Ohio lawyer, Weller 
served three terms in the U.S. House, 1839-45, and represented California in the 
U.S. Senate from 1852 until 1857. He fought with the rank of colonel in the Mex­
ican War, won election to one term as governor of California, 1858--60, and went 
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as U.S. minister to Mexico in 1860. A resident of Fairfield County, Ohio, Brough 
served one term in the Ohio House before moving in 1841 to Cincinnati, where 
he and his brother, John, purchased Moses Dawson's Cincinnati Advertiser and 
renamed it the Cincinnati Enquirer. Brough served as a colonel in the Mexican 
War and afterward sat on the bench of the Ohio Court of Common Pleas; he died 
of cholera in 1849. 
7. Reference is to a division in the Ohio Democratic party over rechartering 
the Bank of Wooster in 1844; "hard money" Democrats opposed the recharter 
legislation. 
8. David Spangler and Thomas Corwin. A lawyer from Zanesville, Ohio, 
Spangler removed to Coshocton in 1832; he won election as a Whig to two terms 
in the U.S. House, 1833-37; he declined his party's nomination for the Ohio gov­
ernorship in 1844. 
9. Leicester King represented Trumbull County in the Ohio Senate, 1834-37, 
before running for the governorship on the Liberty party ticket in 1844. 
10. See Leonard P. Cheatham to Polk, September 29, 1844. 
1 1 . Probably Thomas Ritchie, editor of the Richmond Enquirer from 1804 
until 1845 and unofficial leader of the Virginia Democracy. 
12. French expression meaning "we shall see."  
FROM LEWIS CASS 
My dear Sir, Cleaveland, Ohio, Oct. 4, 1844 
I am just about to embark in the steamboat for Detroit, and I sit down 
to write you a hasty line. 
I have been thru' the central and northern parts of this state, and 
have addressed the people at sixteen different places, and I have sought 
to ascertain the true condition of pub lick opinion. It is a large state and 
so divided, that no one ought to speak too confidently of the result. The 
Whigs are more active, and I may add more powerful, than I thought 
they were upon my former trip. However I have endeavoured to look at 
the matter dispassionately, and I am satisfied, that Tod will be elected 
next tuesday and that our vote in November will be still stronger than 
not. It is well ascertained, that the abolitionists will stick to their ticket, 
and they will number perhaps 10,000 votes. Our friends are every where 
sanguine and active. Hamer leaves here this morning for home, after 
having produced the most powerful effect, at the many places, where 
he has spoken, by his argumentative and eloquent speeches. I have 
rarely heard his superior. So Melville too has acquitted himself well, 
and parts from us today, to visit various places in the state of New york, 
before he reaches the City, Mr. Rantoul 1 of Massachusetts joined us at 
Elyria, and has spoken with great effect. He is a powerful man, the 
most powerful I have heard on the subject of the Tariff. He goes to 
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Cincinnati, and I think will lose no opportunity of addressing the peo­
ple. 
As to New york, and Pennsylvania, I feel certain they are right. We 
entertain no doubt of it. I read a letter from Gov. Dickerson 2 a short 
time since, who tells me we shall carry New Jersey. I think I can look 
upon the whole matter dispassionately, and I feel as confident, that the 
general result will be favourable, as I am of any event, which has not 
happened. 
I will write you once more before the election. And that will be the 
day I leave Indiana. I trust I shall reach home tomorrow, Saturday, for 
I must set out for Indiana on Monday, where the Central Committee 
of that state have assigned to me nine different places to address the 
people. Hannegan will be with me and Wright 3 of the House. This will 
keep me till the last of the month. At its termination, I will communicate 
the result of my impressions, and then go home and vote. With my best 
respects to Mrs. Polk . . . .  
LEw CASs 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Massachusetts lawyer and Democratic state legislator, Robert Rantoul, 
Jr. , served as U.S. district attorney for that state from 1845 until 1849. Elected 
to the U.S. Senate to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Daniel Webster, 
he served there for one month and then won election to the U.S. House, where 
he remained from March 1851 until his death in August 1852. 
2. Philemon Dickerson, a New Jersey lawyer, won election as a Democrat to 
the U.S. House in 1833 and served until 1836, when he resigned to become gov­
ernor of New Jersey. He was re-elected to a single term in the U.S. House in 
1839 but lost his bid for re-election. Dickerson was appointed judge of the U.S. 
District Court for New Jersey in 1841 and filled that post until his death in 1862. 
3 .  Joseph A. Wright served as a Democrat in the U.S. House, 1843-45; in the 
governorship of Indiana, 1849-57; and in the U.S. Senate, 1862-63. 
FROM WILLIAM E. CRAMER 
Gov. Polk Albany Friday Oct. 4th 1844 
Our Southern friends are throwing rather too much responsibility 
upon New York. The load may stagger perhaps capsize us. I understand 
that Senator Walker through the Central Committee at Washington has 
just issued a most inflammatory pamphlet titled "The South in danger. " 1 
If I read it aright it presses Annexation solely on the ground of extending 
and perpetuating Slavery. This will not do at the North. On this false 
and most Anti-democratic issue, the rnajority against us would not be 
thousands but tens of thousands. 
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It is hardly right that the North should bear the whole burden of the 
fight. We have already done more than our share, yet South politicians 
seem to think that we can do all their fighting in the Northern States. 
The Whigs are reprinting this pamphlet and in the language of Willis 
Green "are now circulating it throughout this wide Republic. " 2  
All confess that the vote of New York must be decisive and yet these 
moves of Walker &c may embarrass us most seriously in Ohio. I still 
more fear its effect. Melville writes me that Tods chance was fair3 "The 
South in danger" will do us no good there. It may turn that State against 
us. To devote their energies for the extension of Slavery must be odious 
to a free People and this is the issue, from the first of the campaign which 
the Whigs have tried to fasten on us, but which we have most properly 
repudiated. I write freely because it is important fully to appreciate the 
difficulties under which we are thrown, should the result be not so fa­
vorable as was anticipated. 
During the last month we have been gaining ground in this State. The 
Texas question as it became better understood, as a national but not 
as a Slave question has become more popular. Mr. Clays shuffling on 
Texas angered some of the most distinguished and devoted Whigs. And 
Mr. Wrights nomination withal, gave us the vantage ground. The Whigs 
seemed to be aware of this. The leaders have at last chalked out their fi­
nal plan and they are now carrying it out with the energy of desperation. 
The South is to be left to take care of itself. The whole onset is to be 
made on Pennsylvania New York and Ohio. The Tariff is to be the hobby 
in Penn. Webster has gone there to remain until after the election. His 
appeals are sectional but powerful. 4 
Slavery is to be the question in this State and Ohio. Cassius M. Clay is 
their emissary. His denunciations of Slavery are terrible. His picture of 
Slave-breeding for the Texas Market is ingeniously calculated to arouse 
every passion that freemen can feel. He will use the manifesto, "The 
South in danger. " 
To crown all, Mr. Clay has been got (I say got because I believe there is 
a combination) to write his final letter5 going with Seward and Webster 
against the Annexation of Texas. This is his last card. He thus hazards 
even Kentucky but it will unquestionably strengthen him at the North. 
Now Sir, this is our position. You must admit that the whole battle is to be 
fought in this State. We have a fair prospect of carrying it and triumph­
ing over the most desperate political army that ever was marshalled, if 
we are not still farther embarrassed by Southern firebrands. But if we 
are, the consequences are inevitable. Most fortunately, the exposure of 
the Roorback Forgery has strengthened you materially. If the Abolition­
ists maintain their separate organization (as I believe they will) we carry 
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this State. They poll at least 20.000 votes, and therefore, manifestly hold 
the balance of Power. They are well educated and as resolute as they are 
enthusiastic. 
I will write again in a few days. 
WM. E. C. 
[Insert sheet follows.] 
The Pamphlet alluded to came as I understand from the Spectator Office. 
Mr. Calhoun should be more careful about the action of his friends. 6 
[Cover sheet follows. ]  
P.S .  The meeting here on the 2nd was truly an imposing Demonstration. 
We think it the largest collection of voters ever gathered in this State. 
You perceive that Clay has come out dead against Assumption. So did 
Webster at Philadelphia. They are trying to get rid of every issue but 
Slavery and the Tariff. Ingenious are they not. 7 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to Robert J. Walker's pamphlet entitled, The South In Danger! 
Read Before You Vote: Address of the Democratic Association of Washington, 
District ofColumbia. A copy ofWalker's pamphlet was printed in Niles ' National 
Register on November 2, 1844. 
2. In the Washington Globe of October 1, 1844, James Towles, chairman of 
the Democratic Association of Washington, denounced The South In Danger! 
as a Whig forgery. Willis Green, a KentUlcky Whig, responded to Towles' de­
nouncement in the Washington National Intelligencer of October 2, 1844. Green 
claimed that the pamphlet was printed in the office of the Washington Spectator, 
a Calhoun paper. He accused Walker of surreptitiously preparing the pamphlet 
for distribution only in the South. Green tried unsuccessfully to purchase 1 ,000 
copies from the Spectator office for distribution in the North. He then turned 
to the office of the Intelligencer to reprint the pamphlet. Walker responded to 
Green in the Globe of October 3, 1844. 
3. Reference is to David Tod's gubernatorial race in Ohio. 
4. The text of Daniel Webster's speech, delivered in Philadelphia on October 
1, 1844, was reprinted in Nile 's National Register on October 12, 1844. 
5. Reference is to Henry Clay's campaign letter of September 23, 1844, which 
was printed in the Washington National Intelligencer of October 1, 1844; in that 
pronouncement he stated that he was "deeidedly opposed to the immediate an­
nexation of Texas to the United States. "  
6. Here were cancelled the words, "He has never been North."  This adden­
dum was written on a separate sheet; on its verso was penned the address, "Gov. 
Polk Columbia Tennessee." Oil stains from the cover sheet's sealing wax indi­
cate that this sheet was inserted next to the addressed cover sheet. 
7. Cramer wrote his postscript on the inside folds of his cover sheet. 
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TO CHARLES J. INGERSOLL 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 4th 1844 
I have examined the Journals of the Legislature of 1823 & 1824, of 
which I was a member, and find that I was right in my recollection, that 
the yeas and nays were not taken on the passage of the Bills for "the 
encouragement of iron works. "  I gave the titles of these Bills, and an 
abstract of their provisions, in my letter two days ago. 1 In regard to the 
law of 1823, to which I referred you, the Journal contains, the following 
to wit, 
''A Bill supplemental to an act entitled 'an act to encourage the build­
ing of iron-works, passed Nov. 2nd 1809, ' was read the third and last 
time, passed & ordered to be engrossed. "  On the same day (Nov. 28th 
1823) it was signed by the Speakers, of the two Houses and became a 
law. 
In regard to the law of 1824, to which I referred you, the Journal con­
tains the following, to wit, 
''A Bill for the encouragement of iron-works, was read the third and 
last time, passed, and ordered to be engrossed. "  On the same day (Oct. 
5th 1824) it was signed by the Speakers of the two Houses, and became 
a law. So that, if you make any use of the facts, you can truly state, 
that both laws passed without objection, and had my assent & support. 
Such was my recollection of what had been my course, but as I had not 
thought of it for twenty years, and as you intimated in your letter, 2 that 
you might wish to use the facts, I thought it safest to turn to the Jour­
nals, and see what record had been made. Such was the settled pol­
icy of the State, and so unanimous were the Legislature that passed 
these laws, that no division or yeas & nays were called on their pas­
sage. 
You may rely upon the facts which I gave you in my last, and in this 
letter as correct, though as I desire to avoid appearing before the public, 
you will not of course, in any thing you may do, have any reference to 
my letters or to me as the source of your information. 
The "Roorback " forgery & falsehood, is the grossest & basest I have 
ever known. It is in all its facts an infamous falsehood. I am glad the 
Democratic press, at the East, have been able so promptly to meet and 
expose it. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. PHi. Addressed to Philadelphia and marked "Confidential. " 
1. Letter not found. 
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2. In his letter to Polk of September 4, 1844, Ingersoll asked Polk if by an act 
of the Tennessee legislature bounty land had been allowed those establishing or 
improving iron factories or forges. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
TO JOHN K .. KANE 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 4th 1844 
Before this letter reaches you, the State elections in Pennsylvania & 
New Jersey, will be over. I hope the estimate which you made in your 
letter of the 16th ult. of the probable rnajorities, may be realized by the 
result. 1 AB soon as you receive full returns I would be pleased to have 
your opinion, whether the vote in these elections, may be fairly regarded, 
as a test of the strength of parties in N ovem her. 
I received a letter from Gov. Lump�:in of Georgia two days ago, giv­
ing the strongest assurances that, that state is safe. 2 We may not carry 
a majority of the members of Congress, at the election of which takes 
place next week, because of the pecuHar arrangement of the Districts, 
which were laid off by a Whig Legislature, but Gov. L. has no doubt we 
will have a decided popular majority. The confidence of the Democracy 
of this state is daily strengthening. They have now no doubt, but that 
they will carry the state. If Pennsylvania & New Jersey come in hand­
somely next week, as you think they will, the contest will I think be 
settled. My information from Indiana derived from reliable sources, sat­
isfies me that, that state is safe. 3 I have doubts of Ohio. The contest 
there will be close. I have had great fears for two months, past, that 
enormous frauds would be attempted at the ballot box in November, 
& I so wrote to Mr. Dallas. In that I think lies our only danger. The 
cry which has been set-up by the Federal presses, about Brittish Gold, 
to aid the Democracy, is I fear intended to draw off public attention, 
and to enable the Federalists to do what they falsely charge upon the 
Democracy. 4 Rely, upon it there is danger that immense frauds, will be 
attempted, and they can only be prevented by the closest & most minute 
organization. This danger is greatest in the large cities, and in their 
neighbourhood. New Jersey and Delaware in your neighbourhood are 
close states, and may be lost by means of imported and fraudulent votes, 
unless, they are closely watched. Too much care cannot be taken, to 
put the Democracy in those states on their guard, in time to prevent 
it. 
You will see in the Whig paper of this village that an attempt has been 
made, by a clique of Whig-partisans, to force me to make another Dec­
laration of my views upon the tariff and Texas. 5 From the Nashville 
Union of yesterday, a copy of which I send you, you will see how I have 
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treated them. 6 My opinions have been fully declared and are well un­
derstood, and it cannot be necessary, or proper that I should write any 
more. I shall treat their communication, with the silent contempt which 
it deserves. 
The two Pamphlets which you forwarded to me came safely to hand. 7 
JAMES K. PoLK 
P.S. You can if you choose show this to Mr. Dallas. 
ALS. PPAmP. Addressed to Philadelphia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  See John K. Kane to Polk, September 16, 1844. 
2. See Wilson Lumpkin to Polk, September 23, 1844. 
3. Reference probably is to John Law to Polk, September 26, 1844. 
4. The Nashville Whig of October 1, 1844, and October 3, 1844, reported that 
manufacturers in Great Britain were raising substantial funds to bring and dis­
tribute tracts in the United States supporting free trade in order to influence 
the outcome of the American presidential election. 
5. See John W Goode et al. to Polk, September 21,  1844. 
6. The Nashville Union of October 3, 1844, declared "that no more should be 
required of a candidate for the Presidency than to state the general principles 
upon which, if elected, he would act." 
7. Enclosures not found. 
FROM JOHN 0. BRADFORD 1 
Dear Sir Philad. Oct. 5th 1844 
With this you will receive a paper containing an account of our great 
torch light procession last night. 2 It was the most splendid political 
demonstration ever witnessed in this city. The Whigs had their great 
convention a few days since for eastern Pensyluania. Quite a number 
of counties were represented and they counted all told not exceeding 
five thousand seven hundred persons. Ours last night was to embrace 
only the voters of Philad city and county and we numbered over twelve 
thousand. Our opponents were at work for weeks drumming up for 
their procession. They procured a reduction of fares on all the princi­
pal routes and used all the other devices for which they are famous to 
attract a large gathering, but after all had it not been for the whig mer­
chants shutting up their stores and the manufacturers their factories 
the whole affair would have been a perfect failure. As it is they feel that 
they have been badly beaten. They realize the painful fact that the gen­
eral sentiment of the county is against them and that they are doomed 
to defeat. 
You will I am apprehensive not receive as good a report from this 
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county as we could wish on the Governor election. Advantage has been 
taken of a perfectly proper movement of Mr. Shunk to slander and tra­
duce him in the vilest manner and I fear that in the present excited state 
of the community upon the subject of native Americanism we will lose 
thereby some two thousand votes in this city and county. This question 
will have no influence upon the presidential vote and I only mention that 
our folks in Tennessee may not be disappointed should our majority not 
be as large as previously expected on our Governor. Do not for a moment 
imagine that we are not right. We are all in glorious spirits, cheered and 
encouraged by any breeze that blows. Delaware the Banner State of the 
Whigs the home of John M. Clayton has come in Democratic and un­
der such circumstances too as render assurance doubly sure that she is 
indeed regenerated disenthralled. The old Maryland line too has been 
broken and if our friends in the county had known their strength they 
would have elected their Governor by more than two thousand votes. 
As it is we have triumphed most gloriously and unexpectedly. If the 
Whigs cannot succeed in Maryland and Delaware where can they hang 
a hope? 
The most exciting topic now before the public is the Rhode Island ques­
tion and the imprisonment of Gov Dorr. The eastern Democracy and I 
may add the yeomanry every where feel that they are outraged in the im­
perious persecution of this excellent rnan. And it has been much won­
dered why in the account of the recent celebration with the letters of 
Mr. Van Buren Genl. Jackson Mr. Wright Woodbury3 &c none appeared 
from yourself. If Connecticut and Massachusetts are gained to us it will 
be upon this question. I am apprehensive that the fact of no letter ap­
pearing from you upon this subject rnay at the eleventh hour be used 
against us. I know you well enough to know that you desire no conceal­
ments and knowing moreover your sentiments upon the great question 
of political rights, I would suggest whether it would not be well, whether 
in fact Justice to yourself and friends does not require that your opinion 
upon this deeply exciting question should not be made known. If they 
are not you may rest assured that you will be most villainously misrep­
resented, and at a time when it will be too late to make amends. I would 
be much gratified to see your sentiments upon this subject made pub­
lic, and if you think proper you may consider this letter as a call and 
write me accordingly. I will take care that the proper use is made of 
it. 
J. 0. BRADFORD 
P.S. You may have seen my name mentioned as a candidate for congress 
in the 3rd dist by the native party. I was brought forward without my 
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knowledge or consent. I had no affinities with them and gave them to un­
derstand that if run by them it must be with the distinct understanding 
that I was a democrat out and out. I fear they will carry the district. 
I would further say that although Mr. Tyler took a course upon the 
Rhode I. subject which the democrats condemn I am perfectly sure that 
he never contemplated the inhuman punishment of Gov. Dorr. On the 
contrary I heard Judge Sutherland who is considered here as the spe­
cial friend of the President a few evenings since at a large Democratic 
meeting denounce the punishment inflicted upon Dorr as monstrous and 
inhuman. I mention this because I should dislike to see anything oc­
cur that would seem to indicate conflicting opinion among democrats, as 
we are now, all united; The Tyler men are working nobly and I honor 
them for it; they are well drilled and are doing good service. Judge 
Sutherland 4 is a host himself. O'Connell is free in England. 5 Dorr is 
in chains in free America. 
I would strongly advise your attention to the Rhode Island business. 
I am fearful a mine may be sprung. The Roorback forgery shows what 
the Whigs will do. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Bradford served briefly in 1837 as editor of the Nashville Union; the fol­
lowing year he went to Puerto Rico as U.S. consul at St. Johns; and in March 
1845 Polk appointed him to the post of purser in the navy. 
2. Enclosure not found. 
3. Levi Woodbury headed the U.S. Treasury Department from 1834 until 
1841 .  Earlier he had served as governor of New Hampshire, Democratic sen­
ator from that state, and secretary of the navy. In 1841 Woodbury returned to 
the U.S. Senate and served until his appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court in 
1845 . 
4. Joel B. Sutherland won election as a Jackson Democrat to five terms in the 
U.S. House, 1827-1837, and served as associate judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Philadelphia, 1833-1834. He broke with the Democratic party over the 
tariff and the rechartering of the national bank and lost his congressional seat 
in the 1836 election. Appointed Naval Officer of Philadelphia by John Tyler 
in 1843, he advised Tyler on the distribution of patronage in Philadelphia and 
worked closely in 1844 with the president's son, Robert, to facilitate the return 
of Tyler's friends to the Democratic party. 
5 .  Known as the "Liberator, " Daniel O'Connell championed the cause of lrish 
nationalism. Elected to Parliament, he served for many years before he was 
arrested and sentenced to prison in 1844 on a charge of creating discontent and 
disaffection. Upon appeal his judgment was reversed, and he was released from 
prison. 
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FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Nashville, Tenn. October 6, 1844 
Confirms Polk's assumption that he did not write the tariff article in the 
Nashville Union and gives assurances that great care has been taken to avoid 
all discussion of the tariff in the Union. 1 Yesterday Laughlin furnished two 
columns on a similar topic that could not be published. Caution is required 
in dealing with "different cliques" of the Boston Democracy. Rantoul's visit 
to Tennessee probably is "a fishing excursion" undertaken with a view of ob­
taining Polk's future patronage. McKeon 2 reports that New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania are safe, and Gardner 3 sends encouraging news about Polk's 
prospects in the Western District. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Harris probably refers to one of the tariff articles in the Nashville Union 
of October 4 or October 5, 1844. 
2. John McKeon, a New York City lawyer, served as a Democrat in the New 
York Assembly, 1832-34, and in the U.S. House, 1835-37 and 1841-43. 
3.  A Weakley County lawyer, John A. Gardner served three terms as a Demo­
crat in the Tennessee Senate, 1843-4 7, and a single term in the Tennessee 
House, 1879-81 .  
FROM TIMOTHY KEZER 
Dear Sir Nashville, Oct. 6, 1844 
You were pleased to ask me to give you some account of my trip [and] 
of business arrangements after my return home. I have been at home 
just one week, but have delayed writing sooner, from runing about to 
public gatherings of the Democracy. 
After I left Columbia, I visited Pulaski where I collected $165, to be 
appropriated for one hundred numbers of the "Star Spangled Banner" 
to be circulated in each civil district in Giles County. 
Our friends there seem sanguine of carrying the county by a small 
majority. I found an old anti-Tarriff document there, giving an account 
of a Meeting held in Pulaski in 1831 :, in which E. J. Shields and some 
others now whigs, were prominent actors. You will find it in yesterdays 
"Union. " 1  
At Lewisburg, I collected but little, but was promised one hundred 
Dollars to be remitted by mail. There all was confidence, zeal and ac­
tivity. Mr. Thomas, 2 made a good speech to a very large audience in the 
evening, at least 1000 persons present. Gen. Record 3 and others assured 
me that "Marshall" would give a majority of 800. 
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At Fayetteville, all were so busy, on account of the mass meeting, that 
nothing was effected farther than good promises, which they said might 
be relied on. The Mass Meeting was a very large lively and spirited one. 
The particulars of which I have no doubt reached you. 4 
I saw there Dr. Estle, Mr. Finch, Mr. Frances, 5 who also assured me 
they would take the matter into serious consideration on reaching home, 
and remit whatever could be raised. 
The prominent men of "Lincoln" think that 2000 majority is not an 
extravagant calculation for that county. Some person seemed confident 
of a higher number. 
Our friends in Rutherford are doing extremely well for that county. 
It is well, and thouroughly organized, and every vote closely canvassed. 
The result is about 100 majority for Democracy, giving all doubtful, near 
160 votes, to the whigs. 
They are spending for that county, all that they can well stand, I trust 
however, we will get a little more out of them. 
The plan of organization recommended by friends here, was favorable 
received at all places. 
I was at "Shallow Ford" in Sumner County on Friday, with the "Hick­
ory Cavalry" Capt. Campbell 6 being unable to go. The number present 
was variously estimated from 4 to 500 voters. There was 13 military 
companies, numbering little over 500 voters. A large proportion of 
Ladies were present. Mr. Currin, Mr. Nicholson and Powel 7 of East Ten. 
were the speakers. 
A good barbecue, lively democratic songs with the able speeches, 
pleased all tasters, and made the day pass off with good effect. 
T. KEzER 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and enclosed in Samuel H. Laughlin 
to Polk, October 6, 1844. 
1 .  On October 4, 1844, the Nashville Union ran an article on an anti-tariff 
meeting at Pulaski held on August 15, 1831 ;  the article focused on those Whigs 
who had reversed their tariff views. 
2. Reference probably is to either James H. Thomas or Jonas E. Thomas. A 
Columbia lawyer and district attorney, 1836-42, James H. Thomas became a law 
partner of James K. Polk in 1843 and later won election as a Democrat to three 
terms in Congress, 184 7-51 and 1859-61 .  A successful lawyer and farmer, Jonas 
E. Thomas represented Maury County in the Tennessee House, 1835-41,  and sat 
for Maury and Giles counties in the Tennessee Senate, 1845-4 7. 
3. Kezer's reference probably is to James C. Record of Marshall County, Tenn. 
4. On September 26, 1844, Democrats held a mass meeting at Fayetteville, 
Tenn. For details, see the Columbia Tennessee Democrat, October 12, 1844. 
5. References probably are to Wallace W or William Estill, Thomas H. Finch 
and Hugh Francis. Wallace W and William Estill were both prominent physi-
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cians in Franklin County. Wallace W served two terms as a Democrat in the Ten­
nessee House, 1835-37 and 1841-43. Finch, a Franklin County farmer, won elec­
tion as a Democrat to a single term in the Tennessee House, 1839-41 .  Francis 
served as clerk of the Franklin County Chancery Court from 1838 until 1858. 
6.  On October 4, 1844, Democrats held a mass meeting in the northwestern 
division of Sumner County at Shallow Ford. Volunteer militia companies from 
Davidson and other counties attended and made "a brilliant display" with flags, 
banners, and bands of music. John Campbell was a company commander of the 
Hickory Cavalry, a unit of the Nashville Texas Volunteers. Kezer also served as 
one of the officers of that unit. See the Nashville Union, October 7, 1844. 
7. David M. Currin, A. 0. P. Nicholson, and Robert W Powell. 
FROM SAMUEL H. LAUGHLIN 
My dear Sir, Nashville, Sunday night, Oct. 6, 1844 
The news this evening in letters to Gen. Armstrong from Gardner & 
others from the West, is exceedingly cheering. A thousand squatters, 
caparisoned in their own uniform escorted Old Cave 1 into Dresden the 
other day. Craighead is achieving great good. One leading man, followed 
by about thirty others, flung up Whiggery and changed under his min­
istry at one of his late meetings. 
The N.Y. Herald to-night, 2 contains a full account of the Organization 
and result of the Utica consultation of the Abolitionists, and copious ex­
tracts from their report or Address as it may be called, or perhaps still 
more properly their Manifesto. They have nominated Birney of Michi­
gan for President, and Morris 3 of Ohio for Vice President, and as ap­
pears, will run their own separate, independant ticket. If this be so, 
I can see no ground to doubt that it will finally be their course every­
where, it finally destroys Clay's last hope, and our only remaining fear. 
Laus Deo! 4 The grand final result is now certain. 
I enclose you with this, (under cover of a blank invelope of Blackwell's, 
which I received in blank covering a eopy of one of Owen's speeches) 5 
I send you late letters from Bowlin, Croswell and Flennken. 6 Bowlins 
letter will give a fuller inside look into the real state of men and par­
ties in Missouri than I expect you have yet had. Croswell's letter will 
give you a real view and calculation of what our friends in New York 
were relying on at its date than you have perhaps seen. Flinnikens 
letter gives a fair view of the real state of things in Western Penn­
sylvania. Mter reading these letters, please return them to me under 
cover immediately. I take the liberty of sending them, knowing how 
anxious you must be to know the real state of things everywhere. I 
have many other letters lately of less important character, from Mis-
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sissippi, Georgia, Kentucky &c. all speaking with confidence of the re­
sult. 
I am trying to make most I can of old documents, such as the meeting 
at Giles in 1831 ,  and of the tobacco treaty, factory system &c. &c. 7 I 
think I have successfully answered the charge about British Gold. 8 
From Maryland no news from which to make any reasonable conjec­
ture. I understand the Hon. Mr. McKeon from N. York has arrived, and 
says N.Y. and Pennsylvania are perfectly safe, but that we will most likely 
loose Maryland. I have always doubted that state. 
I send also under cover, a letter Mr. Kezer9 handed me to-night when 
I was at his house to supper. 
S. H. LAUGHLIN 
P.S. Gifford informed me when he came from Columbia that it was his 
Hon. Judge Dillahunty, 10 and not his Honor T. H. Cahal, who figured in 
the grand diplomatic mission to you from Giles. 11 I have just reed. the 
Pulaski Whig, with the after proceedings, 12 and shall handle the affair as 
it deserves. You forgot to favor me with any instructions or information 
as to distribution of the Col. E.P. pamphlets 13 to members of Congress. I 
hope one has been sent to each. Croswell's call for pamphets, which has 
been complied with, reminds me of it. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Marked "Private" and addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on 
the cover states that he answered this letter on October 7, 1844; Polk's reply has 
not been found. 
1. Cave Johnson. The Democrats held a mass meeting at Dresden, Tenn. ,  on 
September 30, 1844. 
2. On September 28, 1844, the New York Herald reported that the abolition­
ists had held a convention at Utica, N.Y. ,  about a week earlier. The convention 
platform rejected both Clay and Polk on grounds that neither candidate sup­
ported abolition of slavery; however, the convention did not oppose in principle 
the annexation of Texas. 
3. James G. Birney and Thomas Morris. Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. 
Senate in 1833, Morris broke with Ohio Democrats by publicly defending, the 
abolitionist cause in an 1839 Senate debate with Henry Clay. Morris' political 
sacrifice earned him second place on the Liberty Party ticket in 1844. 
4. Latin phrase meaning "praise God. " 
5. Reference probably is to Robert Dale Owen. Son of Robert Owen, British 
industrialist and social reformer, Robert Dale Owen assisted in the founding 
of the New Harmony community in Indiana in 1826; he served three terms 
as a Democrat in the state legislature, 1836--38, and two terms in the U.S. 
House, 1843-47. On May 21 ,  1844, he delivered a House speech on Texas an­
nexation, the text of which later appeared, under various titles, in pamphlet 
form. 
6. James B.  Bowlin, Edwin Croswell, and Robert P. Flenniken. A lawyer and 
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resident of St. Louis, Missouri, Bowlin served as a Democrat in the U.S. House 
from 1843 to 1851 .  
7. Articles on these subjects appeared in  the Nashville Union on October 1 ,  
4 ,  and 5, 1844. On October 1 ,  1844, the Union attacked those Whig Senators 
who had voted against the treaty with the Zollverein, a German customs union; 
the article also claimed that the treaty's defeat severely hurt the agricultural 
interests of Tennessee and the West. To illustrate that point, the paper ran a 
copy of the address, "To the Tobacco Planters,"which had been prepared by the 
Democratic Association of Washington City. 
8. Reference is to Whig charges that the Democrats were receiving large sums 
of money from British industries opposed to protective U.S. tariffs. 
9.  See Timothy Kezer to Polk, October H, 1844. 
10. A prominent Columbia lawyer, Edmund Dillahunty was Maury County 
solicitor, 1831-36, and judge of the Tennessee Eighth Judicial Circuit, 1836-51 .  
1 1 .  See John W Goode e t  al. t o  Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
12. Laughlin's reference probably is to the second attempt by the Giles Coun­
ty Whigs to elicit a response from Polk. See John W Goode et al. to Polk, Septem­
ber 27, 1844. 
13. References are to Ezekiel Polk and to the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
TO ROBERT AR�MSTRONG 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Oct. 7th 1844 
I received the enclosed letter to day. 1 The whole statement is a base 
falsehood. I know nothing of the writer Aaron Wagar. I never had such 
a transaction or agency as that of which he speaks, with him or any one 
else. I never was at Helena or Little Rock in my life. I am at a loss to 
know what is meant by it. It may be an attempt to extract money, by 
an unprincipled man; or it may be that, it is intended to put the base 
falsehood into circulation, on the eve of the election & when it will be 
too late, to expose it. I suspect the latter. To guard against any use 
which may be intended to be made of so base a falsication, you can if you 
think it necessary, enclose the letter of Aaron Wagar to some friend at 
New Orleans, furnishing him with the facts here stated, to be used only 
in the event that the story shall be put in circulation there. I would do 
so myself but I do not at this moment know that I have any intimate 
acquaintance who is now in the City. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS, draft. DLG,JKP. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Copy. " 
1. In his letter of September 12, 1844, Aaron Wagar claims that in 1835 he 
sent Polk $2.25 and a deed intended for delivery to William E. Woodruff. Accord­
ing to Wagar, Polk handed over the deed but not the money; now Wagar requests 
that Polk return the money to him in New Orleans. L. DLG,JKP. 
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FROM JOHN A. GARDNER 
Gardnersville, Tenn. October 7, 1844 
Gardner reports on campaign activities in the Western District. He notes 
that on September 30th some twelve to fifteen hundred friends "marched out 
on horse back" to escort Cave Johnson into Dresden, that the mass meeting of 
Democrats in Obion County on October 5th drew a crowd estimated at fifteen 
hundred or more, and that tomorrow he will address the regimental muster at 
Troy. Gardner adds that on October 15th he and Fitzgerald 1 will speak at a mass 
meeting in Dresden. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. " Polk's AE on 
the cover states that he answered this letter on October 1 1, 1844; Polk's reply 
has not been found. 
1. William Fitzgerald served as circuit court clerk in Stewart County, 1822-
25; sat one term in the Tennessee House, 1825-27; and held the position of at­
torney general of Tennessee's Sixteenth Judicial Circuit before winning election 
in 1831 to a single term in the U.S. House. He moved to Henry County in the 
late 1830's and in 1841 became judge of Tennessee's Ninth Judicial Circuit. 
FROM LAWSON GIFFORD 
Dear Sir, Nashville, Oct. 7, [1844] 1 
After waiting in this place 2 weeks in daily expectation of getting some 
assistance, I find I have to leave without one dollar. It may be all right 
in the end. I hope it will be, but with the aid of a little money I know 
it would have been better. Powell, (R.W ) is here & receivd some letters 
from Elizbethton & Jonesboro to-day that makes things look some what 
doubtful. Dr. Chester & Haynes write from Jonesboro ' & Wm. Rhea from 
Eliz'ton. 2 They urge Powell to return & assist in keeping the Carter 
voters in the traces. Stories recently invented & put afloat by Brownlow3 
& others have made our friends some what alarmed. The result in the 
Union is settled. Polk & Dallas will be elected. But Tennessee is rather 
doubtful unless our folks can be kept together. They4 least giving way 
will endanger every thing. Write to Blair just on the eve of the election. 
He is prudent & careful & will do evry thing in his power. With the best 
wishes for your success & the success of our party in this state . . . .  
L. GIFFORD 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. John P. Chester, Landon C. Haynes and William R. Rhea. A Jonesboro 
physician and an ardent Democrat, Chester served twelve years as postmaster, 
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1829-37 and 1842-44. William R. Rhea was an elder in the Elizabethton Pres­
byterian Church. 
3. A minister, editor, and politician, William G. Brownlow became editor of the 
Elizabethton Tennessee Whig in 1839. The following year he moved the paper 
to Jonesboro, where it was known as the �Jonesborough Whig and Independent 
Journal. Ten years later Brownlow again changed his residence and moved to 
Knoxville, where he published his Brownlow's Knoxville Whig. A Whig congres­
sional candidate in 1843, he was defeated by Andrew Johnson; but later he twice 
won election as governor and served from 1865 to 1869. He also served in the 
U.S. Senate from 1869 to 1875. 
4. Gifford probably intended to write the definite article, "the." 
TO BOLING GORDON 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Oct. 7th 1844 
Your letter was handed to me this 1norning by Mr. Jones, 1 and I am 
greatly gratified that you have consented to go with Mr. Voorheis. 2 Since 
the change of the route which you thought it best to make, I do not know 
the times and places of the appointments. Will you send me up a list 
of your appointments, and I will if possible, to prevail on some of our 
Speakers, to relieve you at Douglass 's Springs in Perry. I wish you to 
send me the whole list, as well before reaching Douglass 's Springs as 
afterwards. If I find no Speaker can be had in this part of the State, I 
will write to Jackson to have one sent from there. I think you may count 
certainly on being relieved at Douglass's. If you are not I hope you can 
keep on a day or two longer when you will certainly be relieved. 
A. V. Brown starts to East Tennessee on thursday. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. T-BG. Addressed to Hickman County, Tenn. ,  and marked "Private. " 
1. In his letter to Polk of October 6, 1844, Gordon agreed to speak in the 
Western District at some of the places recommended, but in reverse order. 
2. William Van Voorhies. 
FROM ADAM HUNTSMAN 1 
Dear Sir Jackson 7th October 1844 
Yours of the 23d & 27th 2 was duly received upon my return from 
Shelby, on the 5th Inst, and the appointments for Mr Thomas 3 has been 
made. Also for James L. Totten 4 of M:ississippi whose aid we have en­
voked. Craighead is doing sterling business where ever he can get good 
meetings, but the Whigs are making every exertion to prevent any of 
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their party from hearing him. The battle will be kept up incessantly 
here untill the day of the election. My own opinion is somewhat settled, 
as to the result in the District & is as follows: 
Democratic Majority Whig Majority 
Benton 100 Perry 175 
Henry 450 Henderson 600 
Weakly 400 Madison 500 
Obion 250 Gibson 600 
Hardeman 400 Carroll 700 
Fayette 75 Dyer 75 
Hardin 100 Lauderdale 50 
Haywood 50 McNairy 50 
Tipton 150 Shelby 175 
1975 2925 
1975 
Whig Majority 950 
This is 1000 votes better than when you beat Cannon. 5 There will be 
a gain of upwards of twelve Hundred upon the last election and two 
members of the Legislature next August. These counties may vary a 
little from what I have set them down but in the aggregate the vote 
will be even larger than my allowance. Betts are running even upon 
the general result. We consider our success certain but as to Tennessee 
the letters that I receve from E. Tennessee vary so much that I am in­
duced in splitting the difference and allowing one fourth for calcula­
tions too sanguine to put it down at 1500 against us. So that to make 
it certain we must get 3000 in Middle Tennessee. In the Counties of 
White Overton Jackson & Fentress my old district my information is 
that we will gain 4 or 500 and [ . . . . ] 6 The ballance must come from 
the other Counties. We must have 3000 from Middle Tennessee. In 
making calculations you know I generally underate the mark for safty 
but this is not far from it. State Pride makes it desirable to get Ten­
nessee but I do not consider it absolutely necessary. I claim Michagan 
Maine N Jersey New York Pensylvania Virginia South Carolina Alabama 
Missisippi Arkansaw Massouri & Illinois as certain which is enough & 
I consider our chances best for Georgia Tennessee, Ohio & Indiana & 
Lousiana. Clay will get R Island Massachusetts Vermont Connecticut 
Maryland, Delaware N Carolina & Kentucky & some chance for Geor­
gia Tennessee Ohio Indiana & Lousiana. What say you to this calcula­
tion? 
If the abolitionists in Ohio & Indiana vote a seperate Ticket we have 
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these States. If not we are licked. If Georgia goes for Clay she ought to 
be put in the mad House. 
Our cause is still improving here and if you will act out in proportion 
in Middle and E Tennessee we will send Harry of the west 7 to Davy Jones 
locker. Put up the 3000 and all is set. Harry will be in a worse fix than he 
was in Washington City when he teazed a little Milliner for six months 
before he could get her to meet him & then he could not come it. 
There is a pretty strong objection to you which is well founded, as 
Washington Madison & Jackson had no children. If you succeed the 
world will believe that the qualifications of an American President lies 
all in his head, and none in his Breeches. 
ADAM HUNTSMAN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Emma Inman Wil­
liams, ed. ,  "Letters of Adam Huntsman to ,James K. Polk," THQ, VI (December, 
194 7), pp. 362-63. 
1. Born in Virginia, Adam Huntsman had moved by 1809 to Overton County, 
where he practiced law and engaged in extensive land speculations until 182 1.  
He sat three terms for Overton County in the Tennessee Senate, 1815-2 1, and 
later represented Madison County in the Senate for two terms, 1827-31.  A loyal 
Jacksonian Democrat, he defeated David Crockett for a seat in Congress and 
served one term in the U.S. House, 1835-37. 
2. Letters not found. 
3. Probably Jonas E. Thomas. 
4. A lawyer, Totten represented Marshall County in the Mississippi legisla­
ture from 1844 until 1846; he served as Speaker of that body during both leg­
islative sessions. 
5. Newton Cannon, a Williamson County planter and supporter of Henry 
Clay, lost races for the Tennessee governorship in 1827 and 1839, but won bids 
for that office in 1835 and 1837. 
6.  Word or words illegible. 
7. Henry Clay. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 9 
My Dear Sir [Philadelphia, Penn.] 8 Oct. [ 18]44 
The State Election is under way, and proceeds in this City with great 
briskness but, as yet, perfect order. A placard was posted on Sunday 
night of a highly inflammatory character, calling upon all Protestants, 
Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists etc. to unite in putting down the 
Catholics by voting the Whig ticket. This dreadful element of religious 
fanaticism, thus introduced into the political contest at a moment of ex­
citement, will, I fear, create scenes of disorder and violence in the dis-
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tricts adjoining the City. The Nativists are said to have joined our oppo­
nents, under a bargain which gives them the three County Congressional 
districts and the City Corporation, and exacts from them votes against 
Shunk. If this be true, the Whig candidate for Governor, Markle, 1 will 
leave this City and County with a large majority; and if the same Coali­
tion has been effected throughout the State, Mr. Shunk cannot be ex­
pected to reach a majority exceeding ten thousand. 
On the Electoral struggle, your vote will every where gain upon that 
of Mr. Shunk, and our majority may probably double his. The adversary 
has so managed as to assail Mr. Shunk for tendencies to Catholicism, and 
thus to provoke the prejudices of the Nativists, and of many others too, 
against him. 2 These feelings cannot bear on the Presidential question. 
The accounts from New-Jersey and New-York continue to be of a 
promising character. The State Election of the former began today and 
goes on through tomorrow. A letter from the democratic Candidate for 
Governor, Mr. John R. Thompson, 3 written last evening, is full of confi­
dence. In reality, however, I am not as well assured about N. Jersey as 
I felt some weeks ago. Gov. Wall, 4 whom I casually met, seems disatis­
fied with the nomination of Mr. Thomson, and others complain bitterly 
of a speech made by Capt. Stockton at the Trenton Convention. 5 Still, 
appearances remain decidedly favorable. Of New-York, Webb, the Edi­
tor of the Courier, 6 who had been on here for several days, spoke with 
certainty of its giving Mr. Clay a majority of 20,000; but information 
from every other source is precise and emphatic in the opposite direc­
tion. Very generally, in the City of N. York, the Whig merchants and con­
versational politicians acknowledge that the nomination of Mr. Wright 
had destroyed all their prospects. Such, too, is the calm and deliberate 
opinion, of Chief Justice Jones, 7 of that State, who was good enough to 
visit me this morning, and who expressed him[self] decidedly. I have, 
this instant, also parted with an intelligent farmer of our Berks County, 
who tells me that he has just returned from a tour of business through 
New-York, and that he found throughout that State that the outcry of 
1840 was reversed, and that where Tip and Ti 8 were then sounded P. & 
D. were now universal. He spoke of 15000 at the least as our majority. 
I have nothing from Ohio, but general declarations. Our friends in 
Maryland are dejected by their overthrow, and efforts will have to be 
made to re-animate them to another trial. In Delaware, we feel confident 
of success. 
Your suggestion as to warning the democrats every where against pipe 
layers9 has been vigorously and effectually attended to. The Empire 
Club of New-York has signalized its sagacity and perseverance on this 
subject: it has a committee in attendance in this city to aid in detecting 
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imported voters; and one of its members is said to be detailed to each of 
the endangered townships of N. Jersey. The main body of the rogues are 
supposed to diverge from N. York. 
Mr. Webster's speeches, though not generally supposed to have done 
the cause of Mr. Clay much service, have perhaps artfully and success­
fully aimed at effecting a single important object, that is the drawing 
to his standard, the abolitionists of New-York and Ohio. I am not quite 
sure that after all their professions, they will not yield to the plausi­
ble persuasions of Mr. Webster. We hear, to be sure, rumors of their 
inflexibility; but I have seen nothing that does not leave them a locus 
penitentiae. 10 If we depended on their remaining true to their prin­
ciples, we should have a sorry chance. They are considered a gradu­
ally increasing party, but I much doubt their having augmented to the 
extent represented. Should the democracy fail in November, by the 
course taken in Louisiana, Georgia, Tennessee, North Carolina, Vir­
ginia, and Maryland (these states are still claimed by the Whigs) the 
avalanche of abolition will become irresistible, as I should think it im­
possible any longer to keep the northern democrats battling on that 
point. If, on the contrary, the South stands manfully and unitedly by 
the cause, the abolitionists will rapidly retrograde and disappear. In 
very truth, the great question of union or disunion is at issue, though 
not in the shape in which it is put by some hot partizans in S. Car­
olina. 
Nothing can be learnt as to our election before tomorrow, the voters 
and tickets being very numerous and consuming much time in counting: 
I would otherwise keep this letter open. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 19, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Joseph Markle, a Westmoreland County farmer, was the unsuccessful gu­
bernatorial candidate of the Whig party in 1844; in previous political contests, 
he had failed to win election to the Pennsylvania House and the U.S. Senate. 
2. See Jesse Miller to Polk, October 12, 1844. 
3. John R. Thomson. 
4. A lawyer, Garret D. Wall sat in the New Jersey General Assembly in 1827, 
served as U.S. district attorney for that state in 1829, won election as governor 
but declined to serve in 1829, sat in the U.S. Senate as a Democrat, 1835-41, 
and served as judge of the Court of Errors and Appeals of New Jersey from 1848 
until his death in 1850. 
5. The second edition of the New York Herald of September 6, 1844, carried 
the text of Robert Stockton's speech. 
6. James W Webb, publisher of the Morning Courier and New York Enquirer, 
supported Andrew Jackson and the Democratic party until 1831 ;  Webb's critics 
October 8 1844 167 
claimed that he changed his political views following receipt of a $50,000 loan 
from the Second Bank of the United States. 
7. Samuel Jones served as a justice of the Superior Court of New York from 
April 1828 until May 1847; he served two more years as a justice of the Supreme 
Court of the First District of New York City. 
8. Reference is to the 1840 Whig campaign slogan, "Tippecanoe and Tyler 
too," in behalf of the ticket of William H. Harrison and John Tyler. 
9. A few weeks before the presidential election of 1840, a Whig operative 
named "Glentworth" was arrested and charged with voting frauds alledged to 
have been committed in the 1838 New York gubernatorial election. According 
to Thurlow Weed in his Autobiography, Glentworth had received the office of to­
bacco inspector as compensation for having recruited gangs of Pennsylvania la­
borers to lay water pipes between Lake Croton and New York City; Glentworth's 
out-of-state pipe layers only worked on election days and in such places as their 
illegal votes could be counted with safety. Legislation designed to prevent elec­
tion fraud came to be known as "anti-pipelaying" bills. 
10. Variant of the Latin phrase, locus poenitentiae, which translates "place 
for repentance. "  Used as a legal term, the phrase means "an opportunity for 
changing one's mind" or "an opportunity to undo what one has done" or "a right 
to withdraw from an incompleted transaction."  
FROM EDWIN F. POLK 
Dear Sir Boliver Oct 8. 1844 
Yours of Oct 1st came duly to hand and I handed your letter to Coe who 
happened to be here on yesterday and just left. 1 He & Maj .  Harvey2 of 
Miss addressed the people here on yesterday. Harvey is doing good ser­
vice and goes back to Fayette to morrow to fill some appointments there. 
By the last mail I received 900 copies of the "Vindication, " 100 having 
been previously sent. I wrote to W. Howard at Memphis & requested him 
to write to brother William 3 (as I was fearful a direct letter might not 
reach him) and asking him to contribute to the payment of the cost of 
the publication, telling him also the amount of the cost. Howard writes 
me that he sent my letter to him and that he doubts not that he will 
contribute. I have been waiting to hear from him, is the reason that I 
have not written before. The amount is more than I at first anticipated 
else I should not have written to him. I have no doubt that he will pay 
half, and Perry4 & myself will pay the other half. If I had the money 
I would advance it immediately without hesitation, but a few days can 
make no difference with the Printer. I think that brother William would 
pay the whole of it if he were asked, but this I do not want him to do. 
He has seven thousand dollars deposited in Memphis to bet on the elec­
tion. I expect to hear from him by the last of this week-if he does not 
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contribute, I will immediately have a bill drawn on Bank and send you 
a check for the amount. 
I saw old Paris Alexander. He is too young to remember any thing that 
occurred in the revolution and gave me a statement of something similar 
to that of his brother Augustus. 5 He has a son named after my father. 6 
I did not think it very material or should have sent it. 
EDWIN POLK 
P.S. The Eagle has published the old Gentleman's Epitaph, but I hear 
nothing said about it . His paper 7 is in almost as low a standing as 
Brownlow's. E.P. 
ALS. DLC-J"KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Not further identified. 
3. Wardlow Howard and William Wilson Polk. Fourth son of Ezekiel Polk, 
William Wilson "Stingy Bill" Polk received a captain's commission in the Maury 
County militia in 1808; he subsequently moved to Middleburg in Hardeman 
County. By 1840 he had removed to Phillips County, Ark., where he owned one 
of the South's largest and most profitable plantations. 
4. Charles Perry Polk, fifth son of Ezekiel and Sophia Neely Polk, was born 
in Maury County in 1813; his family moved to Hardeman County in 1820. 
5. Augustus Alexander contributed a certificate attesting to Ezekiel Polk's 
loyalty to the patriot cause; his statement was published in the Nashville Vindi­
cation pamphlet. 
6. Paris Alexander's son, Ezekiel, is not further identified. 
7. Francis S. Latham established the Memphis American Eagle, a Whig sheet, 
in January 1842. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 10 
My Dear Sir [Philadelphia, Penn.] Oct. 9, 1844 
Your letter of the 30, Sept. 1 has just reached me. On the question 
you submit for reflection, I entertain no doubt whatever. The discour­
tesy manifested in the manner of questioning you, as well as the avowed 
and notorious hostility, both in general action and in special purpose, of 
those who interrogate, deprive them of all claim to any reply whatever. 2 
Public opinion will, I feel assured, promptly reach this conclusion. But 
were they ever so well entitled, by civillity and fairness, to an answer, I 
think the democratic party generally would regret to see you induced, by 
any consideration whatever, at this stage of the canvass, to open anew 
a speculation as to your sentiments on a topic already sufficiently devel­
oped and in which your legislative speeches and vote leave nothing for 
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candor to desire. No statement, however explicit, will satisfy your ad­
versaries, and your friends are content with what they have and know. 
The result of the election yesterday in this City and County was a 
Waterloo defeat to the democrats. It was brought about by a very reck­
less and profligate bargain between the whigs and the natives, under 
the terms of which they divided the spoil and coalesced to obtain them. 
Thus the Natives were to be secured by Whig votes in carrying their 
Candidates for Congress in the first, third, and fourth districts, 3 to­
gether with their members of Assembly and some local officers, and the 
Whigs were to be secured in carrying their congressional candidate in 
the second district, 4 their members of Assembly, Select and Commons 
Councils and Mayor in the City5 by native votes, and both whigs and 
natives, in City and County, were to rally on the Whig candidate for Gov­
ernor. 6 This bargain, which was not ascertained with certainty by our 
friends until about noon produced a panic which in some measure aided 
in it's consummation. Every thing was carried out by the allies accord­
ing to contract, except in the fourth Congressional district, where our 
friend Charles J. Ingersoll gallantly weathered the storm and has been 
re-elected by a majority of 167. 
On the leading point at issue, the Governor, the Majority of the Whigs 
is larger in the City and County than I yesterday anticipated. It will 
probably be very little above or below 6000. This is a heavy item to start 
with against the democrats in counting up the results; but I believe that 
we shall find our candidate has succeeded, notwithstanding, by seven or 
ten thousand. The news comes in pretty rapidly this morning, but not 
with the exactness as to amounts which is desirable. Enough is known 
to make it apparent that the democratic Counties have asserted their 
customary overpowering strength; and if in Lancaster & Pittsburg, and 
Huntingdon, the Whigs have not transcended all their past exploits and 
present expectations, we have the State secure. As matters now are, we 
are almost a tie. 
Whig 
City & County of Phila say 
Chester 
Delaware 
5737 
665 
575 
6977 
Democratic 
Berks 
Montgomery 
Schuylkill 
Bucks 
4451 
1 168 
1 100 
265 
6984 
I don't want to close this letter before obtaining the returns which are 
looked for by the western car at about 2 o'clock. I must, however, have 
it ready for the Southern mail by 3 o'clock. I will add on the opposite 
page what may arrive. The belief is that we have carried N. Jersey; but 
I don't like to say so, until the vote is safely posted. 
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Lancaster is just in, and instead of Whig 6000, it is only 3967! This 
relieves my mind wonderfully. 
[P.S. ] 
Dauphin 
Adams 
York 
900 
700 
1000 
G. M. DALLAS 
Whig. 
Whig. 
Dem. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 19, 184·4; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. See John W Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844. 
3. Lewis C. Levin, John H. Campbell, and Jacob Shearer. Shearer served mul­
tiple terms in both the Pennsylvania House, 1805-11 ,  and in the Pennsylvania 
Senate, 1813-17.  
4. Joseph R. Ingersoll, a Philadelphia lawyer and brother of Charles J. Inger­
soll, served as a Whig in the U.S. House, 1835-37 and in 184 1-49; in 1852 Millard 
Fillmore appointed him minister to Great Britain, where he served until 1853. 
5. A descendant of one of Pennsylvania's oldest families, Peter McCall grad­
uated from Princeton in 1826; read law in the office of a Philadelphia attorney; 
and served severa1 terms on the Philadelphia City Council before running for 
mayor in 1844. 
6.  Joseph Markle. 
FROM ALBERT GALLUP 
Albany, N.Y. October 9, 1844 
Gallup acknowledges receipt of a copy of the Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
He fears that the "whigs in Philadelphia & in the city of New York are about to 
coalesce with the natives. "  Yet in his twenty-eight years as a New York politician, 
he has never seen the Democrats "better united than they now are."  The "old 
fashioned democrats," in whose number he counts himself, are satisfied with 
their state nominees; certainly the "Barnburners," 1 as they call themselves, are 
well pleased and united. He calculates that: New York is safe for the Democrats 
in the presidential election. Many participants at the mass meeting at Kinder­
hook, N.Y., on October 5th expected to meet Martin Van Buren, but the former 
president declined to attend in deference to the honor of the presidential office. 
Such "mock dignity" cannot be sustained by republican principles. Democrats 
will win in Pennsylvania by a small majority, but Ohio remains in doubt. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  In 1843 the radical wing of the New York Democracy took the nickname 
"Barnburners," which recalled the Dutch story of a farmer who burned his barn 
to get rid of the rats. 
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TO CAVE JOHNSON 
[Dear Sir,] [Columbia, Tenn.] October 9, 1844 
I was glad to learn from your letter of the 4th that you had reached 
home in improved health, and that you bring good news from the Dis­
trict. 1 I am glad to learn that you will return and spend 10 days before 
the election in that part of the State. I think it very important that it 
should be canvassed closely up to the election. Fitzgerald wrote press­
ingly for help in the Northern part of the District, some two or three 
weeks ago. 2 I immediately saw Nicholson who was here, who authorized 
me to write to him as I did so to make a list of appointments for him 
comn1encing at Paris on the 2 1st and at such other points as he might 
select. I have received no answer from Fitzgerald and fear he may have 
been absent from home. Will you write immediately to Fitzgerald or 
some other friends at Paris to make the appointments for Nicholson if 
they have not done so, commencing at Paris on Monday the 21st and 
continuing up, to the 1st Nov. He must be back at Nashville at the elec­
tion. Nicholson will be at Clarksville on the 21st and his calculation is to 
go from there to Paris. 3 He desires also that one appointment shall be 
made for him in Stewart on Saturday the 19th which he can attend on 
his way from Clarksville to Paris. Will you write to Cherry4 or some one 
else in Stewart to have it made. Let them get up a Barbacue and have an 
exclusive Democratic mass-meeting if possible. Boling Gordon and Wm. 
V. Voorhees 5 start on a tour through Wayne, Hardin, McNairy and Perry 
today. A. V. Brown and Gov. Clay of Al. will start to East Tennessee on 
tomorrow. 
The State is now safe, if we can keep her so. To do this will require all 
our energy and vigilence. There is great danger of illegal voting and 
frauds upon the ballot box, and especially in the Counties bordering 
the Kentucky line. The election comes on different days in Kentucky 
and Tennessee, and unless you have the boxes in your District in every 
precinct bordering on the Kentucky line guarded by men chosen for that 
purpose, there will be hundreds of Kentuckians imported, who will vote 
in Tennessee. I beg you to attend to this in your counties. Do not leave it 
to accident or general promises of our friends to guard these boxes. Let 
the men be appointed by your Committee before hand, let them be sure 
and take their pledges that they will stand by the box in their respective 
precincts and watch. A general rule which I think should be adopted all 
over the State, is, to swear every man who offers to vote out of his own 
precinct, that he has not voted at any other place and will not attempt 
to do so in that election. Urge this upon our friends wherever you go. 
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All my news from abroad is of the most cheering character. 
[JAMES K. PoLK] 
P.S. Do not fail to write the letter about Nicholson 's appointments as 
soon as you get this letter. He will go to Clarksville calculating to make 
the trip, and will be greatly disappointed if the appointments are not 
made for him. Have it attended to without fail. 
PL. Published in St. George L. Sioussat, ed. ,  "Letters of James K. Polk to 
Cave Johnson, 1833-1848," THM, I (September, 1915), pp. 250-51 .  Addressed 
to Clarksville and marked "Private. " 
1. In his letter of October 4, 1844, Johnson observed that their meetings were 
"generally good," and he predicted that the Democrats would carry the Western 
District. ALS. DL�KP. 
2. On September 22, 1844, William Fitzgerald solicited Polk's assistance in 
obtaining prominent speakers from outside the Western District. ALS. DLC­
JKP. 
3. The Democratic mass meeting in Clarksville was held on October 17, 1844, 
and the meeting in Paris on October 21, 1844. 
4. A farmer, William B. Cherry represented Stewart County in the Tennessee 
House as a Democrat for three terms, 18:39-45, and served as sheriff of that 
county from 1837 until 1840. 
5. William Van Voorhies. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
Mecklenburg, Tenn. October 9, 1844 
Ramsey reports that he has received from a friend in Charleston 1 several 
newspapers and a manuscript address in the German language and has begun 
to circulate the papers among the Germans of East Tennessee. He notes that 
in "Little Germany "2 many of the people have only their "Dutch Bible & Al­
manac" to read; consequently, these newspapers have been received with great 
avidity. Ramsey expects the newspapers to do good service during the campaign 
and plans to send additional papers to other counties. His Charleston friend also 
writes that Calhoun considers Polk's election "as near certain as any thing po­
litical can be. "  Calhoun has commented that for the first time since Jackson's 
election, the Democratic party is united upon principles and is aroused to vigor­
ous action. 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 15, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Not identified further. 
2. The Mosheim Community of Greene County constituted the largest con­
centration of German-speaking East Tennesseans prior to the settlement of 
Wartburg in Morgan County in 1845; Ramsey's "Little Germany" also may have 
referred to Washington and Sevier Counties. 
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FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 11  
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia, Penn.] 10. Oct. 1844 
I am busy in court, but cannot allow a mail to be lost at present. 
The returns from our interior continue to cheer us. We have gained 
largely, and the whigs have lost largely, in every county, on the returns 
of 1840. The majorities that came in last evening exceed our hopes. 
Cumberland, dem. 35. Northampton, dem. 1100. Lebanon, Whig, 735 
(instead of 967) . Franklin, Wh. 375 (instead of 694) . Adams, Wh. 500 
(instead of 825),  Columbia, Dem. 1689 (will be more), Northumberland 
1226. Dem. Monroe, dem. 1238. Perry, dem. 1126. We are now elated at 
the prospect of a majority exceeding 10.000, if our northern counties do 
as they usually do. 
As I feared, we have lost N. Jersey-probably by about 2000-a large 
majority for that State. This is certainly owing to the causes to which 
I have heretofore alluded, causes which may not operate at all at the 
electoral election. 1 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 21 ,  1844. 
1. See Dallas to Polk, October 8, 1844; and John K. Kane to Polk, October 13, 
1844. 
FROM FRANCIS W PICKENS 1 
My dear Sir Edgewood near Edgefield 11  Oct: 1844 
I take great pleasure in stating that my letters to-day leave no doubt 
but that Georgia will go for you in November. We have gained in every 
part of the State & although the Whigs laid off the State into congres­
sional districts so as to secure them, yet the probability now is that we 
have carried 4 out of the 8, with evidence certain that the popular ma­
jority is with us. 
I think there can be no reasonable doubt but that you will be elected 
President, & probably by a large majority. If so, God grant that you 
may be enabled to administer the government so as to acquire fame & 
honor to yourself & confer a lasting blessing upon your country. Your 
difficulties may be great; but firmness, fidelity, & truth will carry you 
through gloriously & triumphantly. If it be true that Mexico is moving 
upon Texas it can only be done through British councils & British funds 
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& we will be bound to meet the issues tendered with temperance & dig­
nity, but in a lofty spirit. Mr. Monroe's message at the period when the 
Holy Alliance meditated a re-conquest of the Spanish colonies who had 
declared & maintained their independence furnishes a precedent & a no­
ble model. 2 You have seen that since m,y return home things have taken 
a great turn in this State. 3 Although there is a united and determined 
intention in this State to bear the present odious and oppressive Tariff, 
yet I think there is a settled disposition amongst all reflecting & just men 
to wait events & look with confidence to the triumph of the Rep. party, 
which seems now to be inevitable. I trust every thing will work right. 
If Clay is now defeated it will be forever, & the organization of the Whig 
party will be broken up as far as the South is concerned. The young & 
aspiring men will fall back into their true and natural position. If your 
administration takes the course that ][ believe it will, there will be no 
division in the South in its support-there can be none. Webster will 
lead the opposition & this will but consolidate our friends & drive off the 
Southern Whigs. You & he represent the extreme wings of the two great 
parties that have always existed, & the middle men & tacticians will 
necessarily fall into the stronger wing. This will give us the ascendency 
for years to come, exactly as we had it under Jefferson. The difficulty 
with us since Jefferson's time has been, that there has been no great 
battle fought upon radical principles throughout. 
Present [ . . .  ] 4 most respectful [ . . .  ] to Mrs. Polk & to your bro[ ther] 
also, and accept for yourself . . . .  
�� W PICKENS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Francis W Pickens, a South Carolina lawyer and planter, first won election 
to Congress as a nullifier and sat from 1834 until 1843; a member ofthe Nashville 
Convention of 1850, he served as governor of South Carolina from 1860 until 
1863 . 
2. Reference is to the Monroe Doctrine, first set forth in James Monroe's An­
nual Message to Congress of December 2, 1823. 
3. Pickens probably refers to the Bluffton movement in South Carolina. 
4. Word or words here and below obliterated by sealing wax oil. 
FROM ALFRED BALCH 
My Dear Sir, Nashville 12th Octr 44 
The Whigs have carried Maryland, having run in Pratt 1 only 500 or 
1000-this result was anticipated by every sound headed Democrat in 
the Union. 
It is impossible for me to describe the anxiety which I feel to hear the 
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news from Ohio Pen & Jersey. We have letters from Cincinnati up to the 
night of Tuesday the 7th in which our friends assure us that the skies 
were bright and that they were full of auspicious hopes. My faith in Ohio, 
as I wrote you when in that State, 2 is by no means strong altho we have 
tens of thousands of faithful friends within her length and breadth. I 
saw too many full blooded federal Yankees in that quarter. Still we may 
have succeeded by "the skin of our teeth. "  3 It is to the great states of 
Pen New York and Va that we are to look for the decision of the pending 
contest-the most important that has been waged since November 1800. 
On Thursday we had partial returns from Maryland and some believed 
that we had succeeded there, altho I was not one of them. I have known 
too much of Maryland from my youth upwards to repose the least con­
fidence in her Democracy. But, whilst our friends were that elevated in 
the hope and our adversaries a little depressed, I sallied out with a view 
to pick up the notions of A B and C. I soon perceived that the Whigs 
who are not leading manifested a docile spirit and that no small num­
ber of them were quite reconciled to the prospect of your election. If we 
have carried Penn. and Ohio by the election of Shunk & Tod I am thor­
oughly satisfied that we shall lead the Whigs in Ten on the 5th Nov by at 
least 5000 votes. The moment we ascertain this fact, if it has occurred 
we shall begin to gain every where throughout our state to a greater or 
lesser extent. You may rely on this. I have never known the population 
of Nashville to be in such a condition as at this moment. Every one looks 
& feel grave and anxious. 
I saw Foster yesterday for the first time for nine months as I never go 
near him or Bell. As for the latter gentleman I have not spoken to him 
since April 35 except once on business. I have the honor of enjoying his 
eternal hatred a matter of small moment to me. Ephraim had at one 
time a notion to follow Bells example but soon found that it was useless. 
So yesterday he approached me with great cordiality and addressed me 
in a subdued and most polite tone and manner. Spoke of politics like a 
gentlemen and seemed anxious to press the subject quite in a cozy way. 
I told him laughingly that I was too earnestly engaged in endeavouring 
to blow him and his party up to talk with him any longer then but that 
we would meet again. 
ALFRED BALCH 
P.S. We have cheering accounts from Indiana and we may carry her. But, 
there are rather too many full blooded Yankees there. Ever since the 1st 
of August my faith has been perfect as to Maine N. Hamp. Michigan, New 
York, Pennsylvania Va S. Carolina Ala Mississippi Arkansas Missouri & 
Illinois, being 142. As to our success beyond there I shall look on each 
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one that we gain (and we have at least an equal chance for several) as a 
windfall. Our numerous accts from this state continue to be favorable 
and all point to a successful result. AB. 
ALS. DLC-J"KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Thomas G. Pratt, a lawyer, held seats in both the Maryland House, 1832-
35, and Senate, 1838--43, prior to his election to the governorship of Maryland 
in 1844; he subsequently served in the U.S. Senate from 1850 until 1857. 
2. See Alfred Balch to Polk, August 12, 1844. 
3.  Paraphrase of the Biblical quotation, "with the skin of my teeth. "  Job 
19:20. 
FROM DAVID 'I� DISNEY 
Dr Sir Cincinnati Saturday 12 Oct. 1844 
Contrary to my expectation, we are beaten in this State. Our gover­
nor 1 is beaten probably by a vote less that 1000, out of a poll of nearly 
or quite 300,000. Congressman 13 D. 8 Whig. State Legislature Senate 
20 W 16 D. H of R. 40 W 32 D. The abolition party deceived us. All the 
whigs of that party voted with the whigs and left the democratic aboli­
tionists to vote the abolition ticket. The struggle has been tremendous. 
I fear that we cannot rally our folks foJr the november fight, but we will 
try. 
Four counties from Pennsylvania have come in; they indicate that we 
have swept that state by an overwhelmting vote. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. David Tod. 
FROM SAMUEL H .  LAUGHLIN 
D. T. DISNEY 
10 o'clock Saturday night 
My dear sir, Nashville, Oct 12, 1844 
The within coming open to Gen. Armstrong, 1 we have used it privately, 
in confirming a printed slip from the Enquirer office, in the preparation 
of a little Extra slip which we will issue to night. The contents of this 
letter, without names given and the slip from Enquirer2 have been read 
and proclamed to an immence mass of the Democracy collected around 
the Post office, and Union office. While I write, the drums are beating 
a call for parade, and guns are being fired in every direction all over 
the city. The news has run over town with the rapidity of a cry of fire. 
In addition to this letter, we learn that we have carried Delaware, by a 
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majority it is reported in papers, of less than 200. I presume the mail 
will take you the same news we have reed. here. 
On the whole, from all news, notwithstanding state of things in Mary­
land, we have most abundant cause to rejoice. I can say thank God, from 
the bottom of my heart. Whig final majority for Gov. in Maryland is only 
about 300. 
While I still write, our boys have already got their full band of music 
out, and are in full march through the streets. Such a sudden outburst 
of enthusiasm, as now�pervades Nashville, all raised in half an hour, no 
man has ever seen. 
S. H. LAuGHLIN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia; marked "Private. "  
1 .  O n  October 9 ,  1844, Moses Dawson wrote Polk that the Ohio state elec­
tion returns for Cincinnati indicated "a Waterloo defeat of the federal ticket" 
for governor, Congress, legislature, and county offices; Dawson estimated that 
the Democratic majority was twenty-one hundred votes, a reversal of the sixteen 
hundred margin garnered by the Whigs in the 1840 elections. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
2. Enclosed offprint from the Cincinnati Enquirer not found. 
FROM JESSE MILLER 1 
Dear Sir [Harrisburg, Penn. October 12, 1844] 2 
The above is a copy of a letter I sent this day to our old friend John 
Adams of Catskill, New York, 3 and as I wish to keep you correctly in­
form'd of things here I have thought it most convenient to send you 
a copy. We entertain the hope that the union. between the natives and 
Whigs cannot be continued or carried out to the same extent in the Pres­
idential Election. The only hopes of the Whigs now both in this State 
and N.Y. is in getting the Natives & abolition vote. One of our Western 
Counties in this state (Mercer) poll'd 1000 abolition votes from which I 
entertain the hope that they will adhere to their own candidates in New 
York & Ohio. It is the present intention of a large portion of them to 
do so and they will do it unless the Whigs can cajole them by some bar­
gain. We feel confident however of carrying Penna. under any and all 
circumstances but we have to work constantly. 
J. MILLER 
[Addendum] 
My dear Sir Harrisburg Oct 12th 1844 
The Combination of the native Americans in the City and County of Philada. 
a few days before the election deranged all our Calculations. We have however 
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notwithstanding this Coalition elected our Candidate for Govr (Mr. Shunk) by 
about 5.000 majy. 
We lost in the City and County alone 7,000 votes by this union. That is, we 
ought to have had a majority in the two of about 1000 instead of which there 
was near 6000 against us. We also lost in other Counties of the state at the very 
lowest estimate 3000 votes in consequence of the slanders circulated against 
Shunk about him being a Roman Catholic and opposed to the use of the Bible 
in the Common Schools. Thus you will perceive when I told you that we would 
not have less than ten and probably 15.000 majority I had good datum for my 
opinion, as the two causes which opperated against us had not then developed 
themselves so as to indicate their effect. Now let me tell you, the origin of these 
slanders against Shunk. Some time in the spring of 1842 the Catholics were 
building a Church in Pittsburg and had the usual Ceremony oflaying the Corner 
stone. On the day of the procession a Catholic friend of Mr. Shunk (a Mr. Berlin) 4 
accidentally met Mr. Shunk and took him by the arm, and invited him to walk 
with him in procession. Mr. Shunk at first declined but being pressed, he went 
along, and was present as any other Citizen at the Ceremonies. In Consequence 
of this act of Courtesy to a friend, the Whilg got evidence to prove that Shunk 
had been seen in a Catholic procession. That he had bowed to the Cross, and 
laid down the american flag for the Priests to tread on and desecrate. It was in 
vain that we contradicted the story, and proved that his bowing to the Cross and 
desecrating the flag were all as false as Hell. They persisted in asserting it. But 
the story of the Bible was still worse in its effects, and now let me explain this. 
About four or 5 weeks ago a whig friend of Mr. Shunks (by the name of McClure) 5 
invited him to dine with him. During the sitting, the subject of using the Bible as 
a Common School Book became the topic of conversation in the Course of which 
Mr. Shunk observed that "When there was much division among the parents of 
the Children about the use of it, it would perhaps be better to dispense with the 
Book than to be quarelling about a good thing." This Conversation leaked out 
from the family and an unprincipled editor by the name of Biddle6 put it in his 
paper. It at once produced some excitement and Mr. Shunk wrote a letter to 
a friend for publication in which he stated that he himself was in favor of the 
use of the Bible in the schools and as an evidence of that fact he referred them 
to a resolution which he had introduced when a school director in Harrisburg 
requiring the Bible to be read regularly in the schools of which he was a director, 
but in the honesty of his nature admitted that he used the language attributed 
to him. This was a most unfortunate admission. They at once issued handbills 
and papers to show that by his own admission, all the Catholics had to do would 
be to get a Catholic family in each school district to object to the use of the Bible 
in the schools and then its use would have to be discontinued. 
It is difficult to estimate the number of votes we lost on this question but I 
know they were numerous. 
Great efforts will now be made to perpetuate the union between the natives 
and the whigs with what success we cannot tell. I have understood that the 
whigs had a meeting last night in this Borough, at which they determined to call 
themselves "Democratic native whigs, " but do not know it certainly. 
October 13 1844 1 79 
We feel confident however, that we can carry the state for Polk and Dallas by 
an increased majority over Shunk. 
We think they have done the most they can do under any Circumstances and 
that by the exertions which we intend to make, we believe, we can increase our 
vote. Indeed it was not until a very few days before the election that we had any 
apprehension of Shunks defeat. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Jesse Miller sat in both the Pennsylvania House and Senate prior to his 
election as a Democrat to the U.S. House, where he served from 1833 to 1836. 
Appointed first auditor of the Treasury Department in 1836, he served in that 
post until 1842. 
2. Date identified through content analysis. 
3. Reference is to Miller's letter to John Adams of October 12, 1844, the text 
of which is printed below as an addendum. A lawyer from Catskill, N.Y., Adams 
served both in the New York General Assembly, 1812-13, and in the U.S. House, 
1833-35. 
4. Not identified further. 
5. Not identified further. 
6. Not identified further. 
FROM JAMES HAMILTON, JR. 
My Dear Sir, Savannah Geo Oct 13h 1844 
I feel peculiarly gratified in being able to assure you that the vote of 
Georgia is now secure for you beyond all contingencies. We have reversed 
the Whig Majority of 5000 which they had at the last election and are 
now ahead in the aggregate returns some hundred votes. On the choice 
of presidential Electors we shall largely augment our majority, as Mr. 
Clay is less popular in this State than the Whig candidates for Congress . 
The Contest has been a very severe one and so close that nothing but 
the utmost vigilance and zeal can enable us to hold our ground. The 
Leaders of the Clay party have become perfectly desperate for they feel, 
that their over throw now involves their total subversion. I shall remain 
here until the election is over before I return to Alabama, where every­
thing is safe by an overwhelming Majority. Here I an1 able to confer 
with the most active & intelligent of the Leaders of the Democracy and 
by Mail to communicate with all parts of the State. 
I am exceedingly happy to know that all Mr. Calhouns friends in Geor­
gia have done their duty towards the Democracy and sustained your 
nomination in the most Inanful & cordial manner; indeed they have 
been the effective Leaders every where in this State. Nor have I ever 
seen a party who came up to the mark with a more enthusiastic zeal. 
It is due to Mr. Calhoun that I should say to you, that he wrote me im-
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mediately after your nomination requesting me to quit my retirement & 
to come out and exert my influence with all his friends and my own in 
Georgia to sustain the Baltimore nomination. I hope My Dear Sir this 
will again lead to a cordial Reunion between Tennessee & S.C. so un­
naturally separated by some of the unfortunate events which occurred 
in Genl. Jacksons administration, and redound to the Peace Security & 
honor of our Country. 
Judge Berrien instead of staying at home to take care of his own State 
such was his false security has been playing sattelite to Webster in the 
midst of the abolitionists. 1 If he returns before the electoral election the 
1st Tuesday in Nov. the Democratic Central Committee have determined 
to challenge him to meet me before the whole people of Savannah & 
Chatham County without distinction of party on the Tariff, Annexation 
Question and respective claims of the Candidates for the Presidency. If 
he does come up to the scratch, I shall try my best to floor him before his 
own people of which his recent servile walk in Websters wake will afford 
me rich materials. 
In order to keep the Georgians up to concert pitch, I am endeavoring 
the produce without depressing them the impression that on them may 
devolve the casting vote. 
As soon as the election is over in this State I shall hasten to Alabama as 
private business will take me to Texas the last of the next month where 
I hope to meet Major Donelson & to do him all the service in my power 
in the deeply interesting objects [of] 2 his mission. 
I think My Dear Sir that I may congratulate you on the auspices look­
ing bright & that we shall attain "a famous Victory. " In any event be 
assured of the esteem with which I am . . . .  
J. HAMILTON 
P.S. We have carried exactly 1/2 of the Delegation in Congress by an in­
creased vote of 5000, being now 1700 a head of the Whigs. My address 
here to the lOth Nov. After that Oswitc:hee P.O. Alabama. I must apoli­
gize to you for paying the Postage on this Letter but you have doubtless 
so many Correspondents that as you have not the franking priviledge 
yet, it is mercy to do so. 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "via Washington City. " 
1. John M. Berrien had addressed the citizens of Boston, Mass. ,  on September 
19, 1844; his speech defending a protective tariff included appreciative remarks 
about Daniel Webster, who presided over the meeting. For the text of Berrien's 
address, see Niles ' National Register, October 12, 1844. 
2. Manuscript torn. 
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FROM JOHN K. KANE 
My dear Sir, Philada. 13 Oct. 1844 
I have this moment received your letter. 1 You will have seen before 
this that Mr. Shunk is elected by a majority between 4500 and 5000. The 
estimate which I sent you 2 is falsified by this result; but those who take 
the pains of comparing the returns with it, will see that in the Demo­
cratic counties we were not mistaken. The errors occur in the counties 
which were against us, and are in a very great, an enormous degree, 
referrable to frauds either on the polls or the voters. Not however to 
occupy time with the past, let me speak of the future. What remains to 
us is absolutely our's: our party has been so thoroughly winnowed that 
nothing is left but grain of standard weight. For the electoral ticket we 
begin our calculation then with some 5000 majority. To this we add some 
two or three thousand, perhaps more, from natives in Philadelphia city 
and county, principally the latter. Many of these are indignant at the 
knavery as they term it of their recent allies, in not yielding up the city 
government and in not electing the native candidate in C. J. Ingersoll's 
district, both of which had been stipulated for. Again, many of them 
are at heart Democrats, led away by Religious fanaticism. Our success 
with Shunk moreover brings others back, who are unwilling to stay on 
the losing side. These & other causes counted, we look to a reduction 
of some 3000 on the majority in Philadelphia. I have no doubt myself, 
indeed I have letters from twenty counties to show it, that Mr. Shunk 
lost a thousand or more of our party vote in consequence of the Slanders 
against him, the flag & corner stone stories, &c. 3 These come back to 
us in November. In several counties besides Philada. ,  the influence of 
the Native bargain has lost us some hundreds more. Now, reckon as we 
may upon the more direct operation of the tariff dispute in some parts 
of the State, an operation apt to be greatly overrated. I hold it to be 
absolutely impossible to lose us the State. I do not hesitate to say so to 
you. 
We have a letter this morning from Nashville, informing us of the 
last device of Gov. Jones & his associates to operate on Pennsylvania 
by certificates distorting your opinions about the Tariff. Our newspa­
pers tomorrow4 will prepare our people to receive the poison without 
harm. 
From N. Jersey our letters explain our defeat by reference to the dis­
satisfaction of Gov. Vroom, General Wall, & others with Thompson's 
nomination. 5 They certainly gave it a very niggard support; but the East 
& West Jersey question no doubt helped Stratton 6 to our disadvantage 
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and Capt. Stockton & his railroads did us more harm than good, by the 
jealousies they excited among our friends, who have always had the in­
stinct of opposition to the mammoth corporations of that State. On the 
whole, our chances in New Jersey for the electoral vote are, as near as 
may be, even. 
I write in the midst of a din of voices at the Pennsa. office, 7 & have 
no time to revise. The most guarded calculation, just made in my hear­
ing, brings down Shunk to some 4200. We have certain, 52 members 
of one Legislature, probably 53, in Senate 21 ,  in Congress 12 certain, 3 
doubtful, of whom 2 probable, besides 2 natives. 
J. K. KANE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Polk to John K. Kane, October 4, 1844. 
2. See Kane to Polk, October 1,  1844. 
3. See Jesse Miller to Polk, October 12, 1844. 
4. On October 14, 1844, the Philadelphia Pennsylvanian published an address 
on "a gross and outrageous fraud" alledged to have been committed by the op­
position Whigs. The centerpiece of that address, issued by the Democratic Exec­
utive Committee of Philadelphia, was a letter from an unnamed correspondent 
in Nashville, Tenn., under date of October 3, 1844. The Nashville letter, prob­
ably written by J. George Harris, charged that James C. Jones, at the urging 
of some Pennsylvania Whigs, had drawn up false statements about Polk's tariff 
views; those statements had been signed by a number of well-known Tennessee 
Whigs. 
5. Peter D. Vroom, Garret D. Wall, and John R. Thomson. Vroom, a lawyer, 
served as governor of New Jersey, 1829-8 1 and 1833-36, and won election as 
a Democrat to one term in the U.S. House, 1839-41 .  Appointed minister to 
Prussia, he held that post from 1853 to 1857. The nomination of Thomson, 
a Tyler Democrat, rendered New Jersey Democrats vulnerable to charges that 
they were the party of monopoly and privilege; Thomson was the brother-in­
law of Robert F. Stockton, president and major stockholder of the Camden 
and Amboy Railroad Company. New Jersey Whigs thus claimed that through 
Thomson the railroad interests were attempting to extend their control over 
the state's executive and judicial branches and thereby further protect the rail­
road's east-west monopoly, which linked Philadelphia and New York City. The 
Camden and Amboy Railroad Company and the Delaware and Raritan Canal 
Company had merged their stock in 183 1, thus giving the 'IToint Companies" 
one of the most complete transportation monopolies ever granted by state char­
ter. 
6. Charles C. Stratton served as a Whig :in the U.S. House, 1837-39 and 1841-
43, and as governor of New Jersey, 1845-48. Kane's reference to the "East & 
West Jersey question" is not identified further. 
7. Philadelphia Pennsylvanian. 
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TO CAVE JOHNSON 
[Dear Sir,] [Columbia, Tenn.] October 14, 1844 
The returns from the elections as far as they have reached me are 
most favourable. Whilst we are doing so well in other states, we must 
look closely to our operations at home. Our opponents in this State are at 
this moment making a noiseless but desperate struggle. All their small 
as well as large debaters are out. In this and the Counties between this, 
they are holding small meetings in remote places daily. Many of their 
appointments are never published in the newspapers, and some of them 
pass off before it is known out of the neighborhood that there is to be a 
meeting. You know this is a very closely contested State. I think she is 
now safe, but we must not relax our exertions or be too confident. When 
our debating friends meet at Clarksville I hope they will hold a consul­
tation, and act in concert, so as to cover every part of the ground that 
is possible. I wrote to you 1 that Nicholson had authorized Fitzgerald 
to make appointments for him commencing at Paris on the 21st. I was 
surprised to receive a letter from Fitzgerald 2 on Saturday informing me 
that Nicholson had written to him subsequently and requested to be ex­
cused from attending any but the one at Paris on the 21st. When you 
see him at Clarksville, inquire how this is. Where will he be after the 
21st? Has he any other appointments made? I see your appointments 
with Heiskell 3 as published in the Jackson paper commence in Henry on 
the 21st. I hope you will not fail to attend them. As I said to you in my 
last, the contest in the State is in my calm judgment to be decided by the 
vote--of the Western District and of East Tennessee. But little is now 
to be done in the Middle Division. Our opponents know this, and hence 
Jernigan 4 has gone to the District, and their main forces have gone ei­
ther to the East or West. I do not know where Jernigan 's appointments 
in the District are. They are not published and probably will not be, 
because he will desire to go alone. If Nicholson has no appointments 
beyond Paris, urge him to ascertain where Jernigan is, and go with him. 
Do not fail to guard the Northern border of your District against im­
ported and fraudulent votes from Kentucky. This you can do during your 
great n1eeting at Clarksville. Let me hear from you. 
[JAMES K. POLK] 
P.S. Boling Gordon and W. V. Voorhees are now making a tour through 
Wayne, Hardin, and Perry and will probably extend it to Benton and 
Humphreys. I hope whilst you are gone to the District, that Garland, 
Voorhees of Dickson 5 and every other debating man we have will throw 
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out appointments and hold small meetings in remote places, in your Dis­
trict, every day until the election. This is important, for I tell you all our 
energies are necessary to keep the State safe, as I believe she now is. 
The least relaxation at the close of the canvass might loose her. 
PL. Published in THM, I, p. 252. Addressed to Clarksville, Tenn. ,  and marked 
"Private. " 
1. See Polk to Cave Johnson, October 9,. 1844. 
2.  Polk's reference is to William Fitzgerald's letter of October 10, 1844. 
3. William T. Haskell, a leading Madison County Whig, fought in the Seminole 
War under Robert Armstrong's command and served one term in the Tennessee 
House, 1841-43. A presidential elector for Henry Clay in 1844, he later sat for 
one term in the U.S. House, 184 7-49, and ran unsuccessfully for governor in 
1859. 
4. Spencer Jarnagin. 
5. Hudson S. Garland and Jacob Voorhies. A native of Virginia, Garland 
studied law at the University of Virginia prior to establishing a law practice in 
Clarksville, Tenn. ,  where he took an active part in local politics; he was a son of 
James Garland. A Dickson County merchant and farmer, Voorhies represented 
Dickson, Benton, Humphreys, and Stewart counties as a Democrat in the Ten­
nessee Senate from 1843 until 1847. 
TO CAVE JOHNSON 
[Dear Sir, ]  [Columbia, Tenn. ]  October 14, 1844 
Yours of the lOth came to hand today. It will I fear be disastrous to 
our prospects in that part of the State if you fail to attend your appoint­
ments in the Western District. It will certainly be so, unless you can 
prevail upon Mr. Nicholson to take your place. He has no engagements 
to prevent him from doing it. It will never do to rely on Ewell to meet 
Heiskell. 1 The notices having gone out in your name, large crowds will 
no doubt be out, and they will be greatly disappointed unless you or 
Nicholson attend them. If you find you cannot possibly go, request Mr. 
Nicholson from me to do so. Show hiin this letter and urge him without 
fail to attend your appointments. 
The Whig party in Tennessee seem to regard this State is the turning 
point in the Presidential election. I scarcely think it is so, but still it 
may be. I am satisfied that the State is now ours, but it will require 
great energy and constant effort up to the day of the election to keep her 
so. I think your appointments are arranged through a country where 
more good can be done than in any other part of the State, provided 
that an able and [ __ ] 2 speaker can attend them. Say to Nicholson 
that I think he can do vastly more good by attending your appointments 
with Heiskell (if you cannot) than in any other part of the State, and 
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that it is my urgent request that he will do so. One of you must attend 
them. Nothing must prevent it. We all know that Tennessee is a closely 
contested State. She is as we all think now safe, but the smallest accident 
might lose her. 
You will have received all the returns of the elections-that I have, 
unless it may be from Georgia. I have two letters today by the Southern 
mail giving cheering accounts from that State. Hon. David Hubbard3 
(Formerly of Congress) writes me on the 1 1th from the Eastern part of 
Alabama, where he was travelling in the stage--as follows-to wit, 
"We have beat them in Georgia, carrying 5 certain and 6 probable 
of the Congressmen, and an estimated popular majority from 5,000 to 
8,000, so says an intelligent traveller in the stage who joined me today 
in Eastern Ala. near the Georgia line. " In a postscript he adds "I have no 
doubt of the truth of what has been reported, three other travellers all 
agree."  This is confirmed by a letter from the Post Master at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, 4 of the 13th Inst. , who says he got it directly from an intelli­
gent traveller, who left Washington Wilkes Cty, Georgia, on the morning 
after the election and had come directly on. If you use this information 
at your mass-meeting on the 1 7th5 of course you will not say that you 
derived the information from me. 
The last word I have to say is, to beg that you or Nicholson-will one 
of you fill your appointments with Heiskell. Say so to Nicholson. 
[JAMES K. PoLK] 
PL. Published in THM, I, pp. 251-52. Addressed to Clarksville, Tenn., and 
marked "Private. " 
1 .  Thomas Ewell and William T. Haskell. A Jackson lawyer, Ewell ran unsuc­
cessfully for a seat in the Tennessee House in 1843; in 1844 he was the presiden­
tial elector on the Polk ticket for the Eleventh Congressional District. 
2. Bracketed blank previously supplied to indicate illegible word or words. 
3. A lawyer, merchant, and dealer in Chickasaw lands in Alabama, David Hub­
bard served several terms in the state legislature and won election to two terms 
in the U.S. House, 1839-41 and 1849-51 ;  he was a cousin to Sam Houston. 
4. In 1844 the postmaster of Tuscumbia, Ala., was Jonas J. Bell, who had been 
employed some thirty years before as clerk to Joel Childress, the father of Sarah 
Childress Polk. 
5. Polk's reference is to the Clarksville meeting of October 1 7, 1844. 
FROM JOHN K. KANE 
My dear Sir Phila. 14 Oct. 1844 
I wrote to you yesterday a hasty and, I fear confused letter from the 
printing office of our paper. 1 
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The returns as they now stand show a majority for Mr. Shunk of over 
4000, and this will be increased perhaps 300 from the counties not yet 
in. No one here has a doubt but that we shall give a larger majority 
for our electoral ticket. The only trick by which it can be prevented 
must be an extension, or rather a renewal of the coalition, for it is now 
nearly broken up by mutual reproaches. We are industriously at work 
to prevent this reunion, and have reason to hope that before many days 
a public demonstration on the part of the Democratic natives will be 
made of a conclusive character. We are striving in this as much for the 
sake of our New York friends as ourselves. In the City of N.Y. ,  nativism 
has been entirely reanimated by the election here, and the Whigs are 
tempting it to a similar compact with that which disgraced Philadelphia. 
In fact, I apprehend that after the present canvas we shall hear no more 
of Whiggery. It will merge in nativism, taking in abolitionism as the 
other member of the firm. I learn today that the Whigs at Harrisburg 
formally resolved to bear hereafter the new name; Mr. Thaddeus Stevens 
having acted as godfather. 2 This is only the advanced-guard movement. 
But change and coalesce as they may, though the increase of our ma­
jority may be prevented by it, our electoral ticket must receive at least 
as sound a victory, as we have had at the past election. 
I send you the Pennsylvanian of this morning, that you may see how 
we have anticipated the Tennessee project. 3 The "Union" which you 
sent me did not arrive, and I was obliged therefore to advert to the call 
on you in merely general terms. 4 
The news from Georgia shows that we have nothing to fear in that 
quarter. If we can hold Delaware, we have now a majority; no matter 
what comes of N. York, N. Jersey, Maryland, North Carolina, or even 
your own state; though I should be sorry to give up either of them, and 
am not without hopes from Connecticut. 
Mr. Dallas, who comes in while I am writing, asks me to say to you 
that a vexatiously protracted trial in which he is engaged has made him 
for a few days deli.nquent in writing to you. 
J. K. KANE 
[P.S.] 15 Oct. My letter was too late for the mail of yesterday. The 
"Union" came to me this morning. 
The natives to the extent of 150 were to have met in convention last 
night in one of the adjoining Districts, for the purpose of making ar­
rangements to con1e out for the Democratic Electoral ticket: I have not 
heard the result. 
The Pennsylvanian of this morning has the address to the Iron inter­
ests. J.K.K. 
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ALS. DL�KP. Addressed t o  Columbia. 
1. Philadelphia Pennsylvanian. 
2. A native of Vermont and graduate of Dartmouth College, Thaddeus Stevens 
moved to Pennsylvania in 1816 and began the practice of law in Gettysburg; he 
won election to the Pennsylvania House on the Anti-Masonic ticket in 1833 and 
served in the legislature for eight years before moving to Lancaster in 1842; he 
won election to the U.S. House twice as a Whig, 1849-53, and five times as a 
Republican, 1859-68. Throughout his public career Stevens uncompromisingly 
supported tariff protection, public education, and immediate abolition; following 
the Civil War he pushed through Congress his program of radical reconstruction. 
3. Enclosure not found. Reference is to certificates signed by Nashville Whigs, 
who asserted that in Tennessee Polk had campaigned as a staunch opponent of 
tariff protection of all kinds, direct and incidental. See Kane to Polk, October 
13, 1844. 
4. Reference is to the Giles County Whig Interrogatories. See Polk to Kane, 
October 4, 1844. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
Mecklenburg, Tenn. October 14, 1844 
Ramsey acknowledges receipt of Polk's letter of October 7th. 1 After discuss­
ing speakers' appointments and upcoming meetings and barbecues, he assures 
Polk that prospects look favorable in East Tennessee and adds that the Demo­
crats hope to attract good crowds to the meetings. The season, however, is ad­
vanced; and voters are "busy with their corn. "  Ramsey reports that he has re­
ceived from Kane some German newspapers and the confidential circular of the 
Democratic Committee of Philadelphia and that he has begun to circulate the 
papers among "our Dutch citizens" ;  those papers have caused the Lutherans to 
see "new light. "  He hopes that the papers will have a similar effect in Washing­
ton and Green counties; Ramsey also plans to send some papers to "the Dutch 
Settlement in Sevier. " 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Letter not found. 
FROM FRANCIS R. SHUNK 
Dr. Sir. Pittsburg Octo. 14 1844 
A hard fought political battle has just been fought in our state and 
the Victory is ours. The democratic majority in the state is upwards of 
four thousand. It would have been much larger but for a Compromise 
between the Native Americans and Whigs in Philadelphia. The particu­
lars of which you will learn from our newspapers. I sincerely hope and 
have good reason to believe that this influence will not be brought to bear 
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against you and that you will rally the entire democratic vote of Penna. 
Our friends have had a hard contest in this state. The tariff question 
has been forced upon them. Their opponents on the stump will discuss 
nothing but the tariff & distribution. 
I leave this evening for the Eastern section of the state of which I 
am native and will probably be absent until the election; my visit will 
be a political one. I shall unite my efforts with those of our friends to 
secure the desired result. It is thought by many that Clay will not receive 
Markle's vote and that your majority will be greater than mine. We will 
have a majority in both branches of our Legislature, and Consequently 
a democratic U.S. Senator. 
FRS. R. SHUNK 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM SAMUEL P. WALKER 1  
Memphis, Tenn . October 14, 1844 
Reporting on the state of the campaign in the Western District, Walker states 
that the two parties are in a "perfect fever. " Last Saturday, when the Democrats 
and Whigs both held meetings, the Democrats' procession, which included the 
Irish and Germans, outnumbered that of the Whigs two to one. Although the 
Democrats have made important gains, he notes that Memphis has "the most 
fluctuating population" in Tennessee. Since last winter hundreds of newcomers 
have arrived, and the outcome of the election in this county 2 depends in part 
on the votes of those who have settled here since the last election. Walker be­
lieves that the party can reduce the Whig majority in town and county to one 
hundred; he adds that favorable results in the Ohio and Pennsylvania elections 
will improve the prospects of the Democrats. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 22, 1844; Polk 's reply has not been found. 
1. A Memphis lawyer, Samuel P Walker was the eldest son of James and Jane 
Maria Polk Walker; Polk was his uncle. 
2. Shelby County. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Nashville, Tenn. October 15, 1844 
Armstrong relates that by tomorrow night he will have distributed all copies 
of the squatters document 1 and that he has sent copies to Chester and to the 
river counties. He notes that appointments have been made for Nicholson and 
Johnson and that a list of the same has been sent to Clarksville. Armstrong 
assures Polk that all possible efforts are being made to win Tennessee and adds 
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that the "deep mortification" of losing it would be "too much."  The Whigs claim 
to have won back all those in Giles County who had deserted their party. 
ALS. DLC---JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. " 
1. Reference is to the article "Henry Clay Against the Frontier Settlers, "  as 
printed in the Nashville Union Extra of October 14, 1844. 
TO CLEMENT C. CLAY 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 15th 1844 
Your letter of the 12th was received to day. 1 Brown has gone to East 
Tennessee alone. I have written to Dr. Ramsey that you will not be there, 
and that, some one of their local debaters must join Brown and accom­
pany him. 
Relying upon you to be at Lawrenceburg certainly & without fail, at 
the great mass-meeting at that place on the 25th, our friends, will have 
several mass-meetings for you for the following week, commencing on 
Monday the 28th. Can you bring Genl. Geo. S. Houston over with you? 
All our debaters have gone either to the Western District, or to East Ten­
nessee, and our friends will rely solely upon you to be at Lawrenceburg, 
and at the other Barbacues which they will make for you. It will be al­
most too hard on you to speak on successive days, alone, and I hope you 
will bring Genl. Houston or Mr. Clements 2 over with you. We feel con­
fident that Tennessee is now safe, but it will require all our energy and 
a constant effort to keep her so. Our opponents are making a desperate 
struggle to carry the State. 
The contest in Ohio has been a very close one. The abolitionists, al­
most in a body, voted the Whig ticket. 12 Counties remain to be heard 
from. The majority either way will not reach 1000 & will probably fall 
under 500 votes. We will know the precise vote tomorrow. The chances 
are in favour of the Whigs. 
Georgia from what we hear I have no doubt has done well. 
Write me on receipt of this, whether you can spend a week in the State, 
commencing at Lawrenceburg on the 25th. If you can we will have large 
meetings for you. I hope you can do so & that Houston or Clements can be 
with you. In anticipation that you can do so, some of the appointments 
will be made, before your answer can be received, & others afterwards, 
if you write you can spend so long a time here. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
P.S. As you say, my letters to you which may arrive in your absence from 
home will be regarded as confidential by your son. 3 I address this di­
rectly to you. J.K.P. 
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ALS. NeD. Addressed to Huntsville, Ala. , and marked "Confidential. " 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Jesse B. Clements, a Lincoln County planter, was elected Brigadier general 
in the Tennessee militia in 1836. He was probably a son of Benjamin Clements, 
who in 1838 served as one ofthe state-appointed directors of the Fayetteville and 
Shelbyville Turnpike Company. 
3.  A lawyer from Huntsville, Ala., Clement Claiborne Clay, Jr. , served as a 
member of the Alabama House, 1842-44 and 1845, and as judge of the Madison 
County Court, 1846-48. He won election to the U.S. Senate and served from 
1853 until 1861 .  
TO J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Oct 15th 1844 
I see the pre-emption document is out in yesterday's Union, 1 & I have 
only time before the mail closes to say, that I hope the Extras will be 
distributed to the proper points forthwith. Send several hundred of them 
to me, & I will send them to the River Counties. 
Unless they are dispatched immediately, it will be too late to do good. 
We have carried Georgia (see my letter to Genl. Armstrong) . 2 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. ICHi. Addressed to Nashville and marked "Private. " 
1. On October 14, 1844, the Nashville Union carried an article, without at­
tribution, under the caption, "Pre-emption Rights and Reduction of the Price of 
the Public Lands. James K. Polk's Course."  The same issue of the Union also 
ran an article entitled, "Henry Clay Against the Frontier Settlers. "  
2 .  Letter not found. 
TO A. 0. P. NICHOLSON 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Oct 15th 1844 
I have reced. a letter from Fitzgerald of the 1Oth saying that you had 
written to him desiring to be relieved from attending the Western Dis­
trict appointments, under the belief that you could do more good else­
where. He says he had yielded to your request, except for the meeting 
at Paris for the 2 1st where there would be a Barbacue which he thinks 
will collect a large crowd. On yesterday I received a letter from Cave 
Johnson 1 expressing doubts whether he could attend his appointments 
with Heiskell 2 commencing in Henry on the 21st. Now I write for the 
purpose of making an earnest request of you, to attend Cave Johnson 's 
appointments with Heiskell, if he fails to do so. Either Johnson or your­
self must attend them. If he cannot I hope you can. These appointments 
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run through a most important part of country, and I am fully satisfied 
you can do more good by attending them, than you can possibly do in any 
other part of the State. Will you see Johnson before you leave Clarksville 
and have it settled definitely which of you attend them. One of you I in­
sist earnestly must do so. 
Hon. David Hubbard writes me from Eastern Ala. near the Georgia 
line, under date of the 1 1th, that we have carried Georgia, having elected 
5. and probably 6. out of the 8, members of Congress, & having a large 
popular majority. You will of course have more news from the Northern 
elections than I can give you. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
P.S. Brown has gone to East Tennessee. Gov. Clay could not go with 
him, but writes me that he had accepted the invitation to the mass­
meeting at Lawrenceburg on the 25th and would certainly attend it, 3 so 
that you need give yourself no uneasiness about that meeting. It will be 
well attended without you. J.K.P. 
ALS. NHi. Addressed to Clarksville, Tenn. ,  in "care of Hon. C. Johnson" and 
marked "Private. " Published in Joseph H. Parks, ed., "Letters from James K. 
Polk to Alfred 0. P. Nicholson, 1835-49," THQ III (March, 1944),  pp. 74-75. 
1. Polk's reference is to Cave Johnson's letter of October 10, 1844. 
2. William T. Haskell. 
3. Reference probably is to Clement C. Clay's letter of October 12, 1844. See 
Polk to Clement C. Clay, October 15, 1844. 
FROM JOB PIERSON 1 
My Dear Sir, Troy Oct. 15.  1844 
Ever since our Baltimore Convention, I have been extremely desirous 
of writing to you and of taxing you with an answer. I have feared however 
that you were so overburthened with letters, you would regret that my 
name should be added to the list of your correspondents, and I have 
forborne until the time has arrived when, as I hope you will have leisure 
to peruse a few lines from an old friend. 
I was at the Baltimore Convention. I went there not only instructed to 
vote for Mr. Van Buren but without such instruction should have voted 
for him as I preferred his nomination to that of any other person. He has 
been my old an intimate friend through life. I am sure he can never be 
otherwise. And I shall ever cherish his friendship with more than earthly 
fondness. There are those we can love, or affect to love to day, and cast 
off to morrow. Mr. Van Buren is not that man. He is a democrat without 
being a demagogue a statesman who has a single eye to the best interests 
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of the people, the whole people and nothing but the people. 2 I say this 
of him because he merits it. I have neither had or sought any personal 
or political favor of him. I speak disinterestedly & I am sure that you 
entertain the same sentiments respecting him. You were with me four 
years in Congress at a most exciting period and during all that time our 
views of men and measures, and our votes, were alike in every particular, 
unless perhaps a slight variance on the subject of the Tariff. I will not 
stop to inquire who was the more correct on that subject. Both of us no 
doubt represented the views of our respective constituents. Suffice it to 
say that your opinion where it differed from mine corresponded with that 
of the two best friends I have on earth Viz Mr. Van Buren & Mr. Wright, 
neither of whom censured me for my views and I am sure you did not. 
Mr. Van Buren as I have lately had occasion jacosely to remark on the 
Texas question committed as Talleyrand said, "more than a crime. It 
was a Blunder. " 3 Yet his letter was that of a Statesman. 4 I regretted it, 
but I respected him for the frankness of his avowal. His friends supposed 
he lost his nomination in consequence of writing that letter. Such how­
ever was never my opinion. During Mr. Van Burens administration he 
had as every President will have, numerous applicants for every office. 
Many must necessarily have been disappointed, and they did not desire, 
his reelection. They wanted a new deal & a new shuffle. The result I ap­
prehend does not quite satisfy that particular class of politicians. They 
desired a more pliant man than the Hon James K Polk. 
I have said that the N.Y. delegates were instructed to vote for Mr. Van 
Buren. They were not however instructed in relation to Vice President. 
It is right to say that Mr. Butler with my humble self & a majority of our 
delegates would have cast their votes for you as Vice President. It is also 
right to say that before the termination of our proceedings at Baltimore 
all the New York delegates were not only reconciled to your nomination, 
but were entirely satisfied with the result. There was no other name 
presented for the Office of Chief Magistrate that would have reconciled 
them. They believed (whether right or wrong I will not say) that the 
other nominees had intrigued to defeat Mr. Van Buren. No one believed 
you had any art or part in the transaction. And I was gratified on my 
return home to find that my constituents & the democrats throughout 
our State received the nomination with enthusiasm. 
And now a word or two respecting your prospects. I cannot entertain a 
doubt of your receiving the electoral vote of this State. The nomination 
of Mr. Wright will insure it. We cannot get a bet that he will not be 
elected, and I see no reasons why our electoral ticket will not run even 
with that of the Governor. Every thing looks favorable. All democrats 
are certain of success. 
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The late Elections in other States seem to me more flattering for you 
than I anticipated. In Philadelphia City & County we were defeated by 
an unexpected combination. 5 In the City ofN.Y they are attempting the 
same game. It was successfully played there at the Charter election last 
Spring. It is said that lightning never strikes twice in the same place. it 
is rare if ever that such an unhallowed combination is twice successful. 
I am sure that the effort there making will help us greatly in all other 
parts of this State, and I repeat, that you must & shall have the vote of 
the Empire State. Have you any fears of Tennessee? I want you to have 
it because it is your State, but we can elect you without it. 
When you have nothing else to do drop me a line for old acquaintance 
sake and believe me now as ever . . . .  
Jos PIERSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A native of Suffolk County, N.Y. , and a graduate of Williams College, Pier­
son practiced law in Rensselaer County; served as district attorney from 1824 
to 1833; won election to two terms in the U.S. House, 1831-35; lost his bid for 
reelection; and attended the four Democratic national conventions from 1844 
through 1856. 
2. Paraphrase of the witness oath "to tell the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth. "  
3 .  Quotation from Antoine Boulay d e  l a  Meurthe, O n  the Execution of the Due 
d 'Enghien (1804). 
4. Reference is to Martin Van Buren's publie letter of April 20, 1844, on the 
annexation of Texas. 
5. Reference is to a temporary combination of the Whigs and American Na­
tives in Pennsylvania's 1844 state elections. 
TO RICHARD H. STANTON 1 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 15th 1844 
I thank you for your two letters of the 7th & lOth Inst, the latter giving 
returns from several Counties in Ohio. In your list of votes in Ohio, in 
your letter of the lOth you gave me the returns from seven Counties, 
which reached me through no other channel. The contest in Ohio is 
very close, and as far as I am enabled to judge from the returns received, 
the results in the State may be regarded as very doubtful. 
The Hon. David Hubbard (formerly a member of Congress) writes to 
me from Eastern Alabama near the Georgia line, under date of the 1 1th 
Inst, that the Democracy have carried that State, having elected 5. and 
probably 6. out of the 8. members of Congress, and carried a decided ma­
jority of the popular vote. In your letter of the 7th you inquire what our 
194 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
prospects are in Tennessee. We have a most exciting and violent contest. 
Our whole Democracy are perfectly united, and roused to the most en­
ergetic action, and have the greatest confidence that they will carry the 
State. Judging from all the information which I have, I think there is no 
reason to doubt that the State will be Democratic in November. 
Thanking you for your letters . . . .  
JAMES K. PoLK 
P.S. I mark this letter Private, as it is intended for yourself alone. J.K.P. 
ALS. PHi. Addressed to Maysville, Ky., and marked "Private. " 
1. Editor of the Maysville Monitor from 1835 to 1842, Stanton served as the 
postmaster of Maysville in the late 1840's and as a Democrat in the House of 
Representatives, 1849-55; he was a brother of Frederick P. Stanton, a Memphis 
lawyer and Democrat. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 14 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia] 16 Oct. [ 18]44 
Nothing can well be more flagitious and base than the system of elec­
tioneering which is now being pursued by the Whigs in this particular 
district, and in New-York. They are literally bargaining right and left, 
courting the Roman Catholics and promising every thing to the Natives, 
and even avowing that Abolition is a fundamental article of the Whig 
creed. Our friends have a hard task to ferret them out in all their wind­
ings and doublings; but they persevere stoutly and with success. You 
will hardly credit what I have most solemnly been assured of, that there 
are, at this moment in this city, two letters from Mr. Clay, to be used 
in opposite channels, one all bland and courteous [to] Catholicism, the 
other all decided nativism. The former of these two letters is circulat­
ing in a pamphlet, and I have seen it; the latter I am promised a copy 
of, but it is kept in petto, to be suddenly handed round on the day pre­
ceding the election, in order to rally once more the coalition of the 8. 
instant! In New-York, I am told they have another letter from Ashland, 
in which a distinct pledge is given that if the Abolitionists will vote for 
Mr. Clay, and he should succeed, he will emancipate all his slaves the day 
after his inauguration! In times of extreme excitement like the present, 
poor human nature seems capable of any absurdity; otherwise, I should 
not conceive it possible that such wretched tricks and strategems could 
work beneficially-otherwise indeed than injuriously-for the party who 
resorts to them. If they are measures necessary to election, God grant 
that you and I may never be elected! 
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The movements here are unceasing, though comparatively noiseless, 
to effect, if possible, a return by the democratic natives from their recent 
whig association. I think these movements will succeed to a considerable 
extent-not, however, to the extent which some of our sanguine friends 
anticipate. Many say that you will leave the City and County of Philadel­
phia with a handsome majority-more say, that you will tie your com­
petitor; I shall be perfectly content if we reduce the late 6000 major­
ity by two thirds. If this be effected, my conviction is strong that we 
shall more than treble the majority of Shunk in the State, for all my 
correspondents assure me that every democratic county will augment 
its majority, and that in every whig county (except perhaps Lancaster) 
we shall cut them down. These results are to be anticipated as natural. 
The State patronage for the next three years is now secured to the demo­
cratic party. The Legislative body, towards which many local interests 
look anxiously, is decidedly democratic. The Congressional representa­
tion is of the same character. All who wish to attract attention, and to 
lay the foundation for future claims upon the party which is dominant 
in the State, must seize the opportunity to do so on or before the 1. of 
November. We are, therefore, stimulated to redoubled energy by what 
has been accomplished. On the other hand, at least two thirds of the 
zealous and efficient partizans of Whiggery have had all the glittering 
inducements with which they decorated their future suddenly and ir­
reparably swept away; they limited their pretensions within the bound­
aries of General Markles way, and feel that all the avenues to Mr. Clay's 
possible patronage are choaked up by friends and associates of higher 
aspirations and claims. They have lost their cue to action; and will do 
very little more for their party than keep up appearances. Besides all 
these operating causes, another is working perceptibly. The elections 
in New-Jersey, Georgia, and Ohio-especially that in Georgia-have so 
dreadfully belied the Whig prophets, that the prospect of your election 
seems rapidly and irresistibly realizing itself, to the sober reflection of 
every man. Our adversaries are shaken, and wear dismally long faces­
faces with which they alarm each other quite as much as we alarm them. 
They seem now sure of nothing! They look at a string of reduced ma­
jorities in their boasted strongholds-Maryland, N. Carolina, Delaware, 
N. Jersey, and Ohio-and they cannot tell what one of all these will cer­
tainly survive another conflict. Now, to be beyond the pale ofboth State 
and National Administration and parties is by no means, agreeable to 
the mere politicians of this region. The Whigs don't like the idea; the 
Natives cannot bear it; the former would be pleased to subside into mod­
erate courses, to avoid, if possible, retributive proscription; the latter 
see no earthly reasons why they should, at this juncture, abandon their 
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past professions of indifference, as a party, to the Presidential contest, 
and cannot consent unnecessarily to sacrifice themselves with a cause 
already defeated. These are not mere speculative views; within my own 
reach, and under my own eye, are many cases attesting their practical 
truth. 
There is an active intercourse going on between the leading political 
men of this City and New York. The Natives in N. York have been sud­
denly made to swarm by the noise from here; and I conjecture that our 
managers having established a high reputation for skilful and unscrupu­
lous contrivances, are engaged in teaching the modus operandi: in other 
words, they are adjusting the bargains by which a Coalition is to be ef­
fected. Should they succeed, our friends must look out not merely for 
a squall, but for a tempest. And if, as I believe, this union of all honest 
men is designed to embrace within its circle the rampant abolitionists, 
we shall require all the buoyancy and strength of Mr. Wright's best pop­
ularity to enable us to ride out the tornado. 
Altho' I sincerely and firmly believe that you are on the eve of as hon­
orable an election to the chief magistracy of our country as any man has 
enjoyed, and altho' I rely with the utmost confidence on the wise and 
virtuous policy you will pursue, yet I feel, my Dear Sir, a melancholy and 
disheartening foreboding of what awaits the union from the progress of 
combined Abolitionism and Nativism. Rest assured that before the 4. 
of March next, the Whig party will have merged, throughout the East 
and North, into another party constituted of itself, the abolitionists, and 
the natives, under the common designation of the Liberty Party. It is 
their inevitable tendency and termination. I foretold it in 1840, in a let­
ter to the Virginia Convention when the abolitionists were scarcely an 
ominous force; their increase has out stripped my apprehensions, and 
there has arisen, in the fanatic hostility to papal power, another orga­
nized and excited band ready to form a junction with them, and to force 
the Whigs to their purpose. You will have this imposing confederacy of 
factions to encounter first on the Texas question, then on the Natural­
ization laws, and finally on a Convention to alter the Constitution in 
order to destroy the slave representation in Congress. There are calami­
ties enough involved in this prospective view. But I see others to arise 
out of the uncompromising nature of the southern aversion to the very 
terms of tariff and protection. If southern politicians could be brought to 
unite all their strength with the northern democracy-to postpone the 
everlasting tariff question-until the Country was effectually secured 
against the alarming strides of abolition and her kindred bigotry-you 
might achieve an exploit worthy of immortal fame and universal grati­
tude; but if they distract your councils and enfeeble your measures by 
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preferring to triumph over custom-houses, I cannot see whence you are 
to draw force enough to beat back the amalgamated and fierce onset that 
is threatened. I know and feel that, come what may, you will hold the 
helm undauntedly; and, while there is a fragment of the constitution 
left, you may be assured that I will stand by your side to defend and 
restore it. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 28, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
FROM WILLIAM C. BOUCK 
Dr Sir. Albany Oct. 17.  1844 
A few days since I returned from a visit to the Northern counties in 
this state. From my information from the different parts of the state, I 
feel persuaded we shall carry the state, but not by so large a majority as 
I contemplated four weeks ago. 1 
I do not know of any cause very prominent, why we should be loosing 
ground, and it may be mere conjecture. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Bouck to Polk, September 7, 1844. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
WM. C. BoucK 
My Dear Sir, Nashville Oct 17 .  1844 
Supposing Gen. Armstrong kept you advised of all important infor­
mation from this point & having nothing special to communicate, I have 
not written for several days. 
What an alarming speciman of corruption was that open and down­
right bargain between the Whigs & the Natives of Philadelphia? It came 
upon us like an avalanche, but thanks to the yeomanry of the interior 
counties they served as an efficient barrier. We believe Shunk will be 
elected about 7000 majority, that the bargain with the Natives expires 
with the State election and will not hold good in November, and that our 
Presidential majority will be from 10 to 15 thousand. On this we rally, 
and meet the Whigs at every point. 
I perceive that the Ohio Whig State Central Com. in their congrat­
ulatory bulletin boast of having secured "the naturalized citizens" of 
Ohio. Will not the Whig bargain with the Philadelphia Natives open 
their eyes? I think so. Then is Ohio safe. Medery writes, truly no doubt, 
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that Walker's most injudicious "South in Danger" 1 was put into every 
abolitionists house on the day before election. I say "injudicious" as to 
time & place. His short sightedness in that particular instance is aston­
ishing. Medary says "but for that we would have carried Ohio. "  
I think, on the whole, that this corrupt bargain between the Philad. 
Whigs and church-burners will redound to our advantage both in Pa. & 
Ohio. It stands to reason. 
The editor of the Baltimore Argus 2 writes me that the tide continues 
to set in our favor in Maryland, and he says our friends are rallying with 
more earnestness than before. 
Humphreys has just returned from the East with glad tidings. His 
opinion is we cannot be beaten more than a thousand votes East of the 
mountains. Gardner & others in W Ten. write that "it will be a throat­
latch race from the district across the Tennessee River. " Foster was 
heard to say the other day in Murfreesboro that "Polk will maintain his 
majority of '39 in the Middle Division. " If so, with constant energy all 
is well in Tennessee. If with a revolution going on in Ky Geo and other 
border States, the spirit does not cross our State line it will be strange 
indeed. 
The Whig news from Arkansas is nonsense--not a word of it reliable. 
I sent a thousand of the "Squatter Extras" into the West. Dist. by Dr. 
Lea whose letter was on the back of them. 3 He promised to ride through 
different counties & distribute them with his own hand. He is active, 
resolved, proud of the reception given to his letter, and will circulate 
them faithfully. 
I shall endeavor to induce our State Committee to publish a rallying 
card, calling on the voters to be vigilant, active and firm; and to be well 
supplied with true tickets on the day of election. 
I have written this at a moment of leisure. I will not close it until 
to-night's  mail arrives. 
Eve. The night's mail brings not a line of intelligence concern­
ing the eastern elections. We stand therefore, on the calculations in the 
morning's Union. 
Another letter to Gen A. from Mr. Hubbard of Ala. states that our maj. 
in Geo. will probably be about 3000-he also expresses his belief that [it] 
is not only safe now but will be safer in November. 
We made the best of last night's news and sent it off to Clarksville, to 
cheer our friends there to-day. The Whigs made a terrible noise over 
Philad Co. & city, and sent an express to Clarksville to throw a wet blan­
ket on the meeting. The Express stopt 10 miles from town on account of 
darkness & the storm, concluded to wait for the stage, fell asleep, over-
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slept himself until the stage had passed and so their news did not get 
on. 4 
J. GEO HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See William E. Cramer to Polk, October 4, 1844. 
2. Not identified further. 
3. Reference is to the article, "Henry Clay Against the Frontier Settlers,"  
published in the Nashville Union Extra of October 14,  1844. William W. Lea, 
a Gibson County physician, served as a presidential elector for Hugh L. White in 
1836; and in 1844 he bought the Whig Trenton Journal with partners John A. 
Taliaferro and Thomas B. Claiborne and conducted it as a Democratic newspa­
per under a new name, the Trenton True American. Lea confirmed his change in 
party allegiance in a public letter addressed "To the People of Tennessee, " which 
was published in the Nashville Union of October 9, 1844, and in the Nashville 
Union Extra of October 14, 1844. 
4. Harris concluded his letter in the right margin of his last page. 
TO JOHN K. KANE 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. Oct 17th 1844 
We have returns from 31 .  Counties in Pennsylvania including the City 
and County of Philadelphia. The result in the City and County is as­
tounding. Still I think Mr. Shunk will be elected by a small majority. I 
shall be anxious to learn your opinion, whether the alliance which was 
found between the Natives and Whigs, in your City and County, will 
be carried into the Presidential election, and if so, whether it will op­
erate to the same extent. Will the Gubernatorial vote be a fair test of 
the strength of parties in November? I have some fears, that a similar 
alliance may be formed in the City of New York, in the election of mem­
bers of Congress, and State officers, and that it may weaken the whole 
ticket. Have you any information from New York, on this point? I hope 
our friends there will take timely precautions to prevent it. We have re­
ceived no information from the New Jersey election, but I am prepared 
to learn that she has gone against us. The immense Whig majority in 
your City & County, must have operated most unfavourably on the sec­
ond day's voting in that state. 
The vote in Ohio has been very close. The abolitionists in that State 
as in Pennsylvania seem to have voted almost in a body with the Whigs. 
Will they maintain their distinctive organization, and vote for their own 
candidate in the Presidential election, or will they unite with the Whigs? 
The opinion of my friends in Ohio is, that in that State they will gener­
ally adhere to their own candidate, and will not vote with the Whigs. 
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In that event we will carry Ohio without doubt, and indeed some of my 
friends think that our chances are best against the combined vote of 
Whigs and abolitionists, it being ascertained that many of the Society of 
Friends cannot be induced to vote the Whig ticket for President. Every 
day adds increased confidence that the Democracy will carry this state 
in November. My information justifies the opinion that Louisiana and 
Georgia, may be set down as certainly Democratic in November. With 
either Pennsylvania or New York I think our success is placed beyond 
reasonable doubt. A few weeks however will put an end to all specula­
tion. I hope you will give me your opinion of the present prospects in 
Pennsylvania on the receipt of this letter. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. PPAmP. Addressed to Philadelphia, Penn. , and marked "Confidential. " 
FROM GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
Thursday 
My dear Sir, Utica October 17th 1844 
Mine from Cleveland expressing an unfavorable opinion as to the prob­
abilities of Tod's election was I presume received in due course of mail. 1 
It is a source of regret that the returns corroborate that view. But then, 
how much more the Whigs had pending upon the result of that election 
than we. The slender majority by which they have carried Bartley de­
prives them of all moral power in New York, Pennsylvania & New Eng­
land arising from their success in Ohio, and if Bartley had been beaten, 
they could not have brought up the rank & file of their force to have voted 
for Clay in the face of a certain adverse result and the general election 
would have gone as it were by default. 
Of the contest in Pennsylvania I will not speak as you are doubtless 
particularly well informed of the causes which rendered Shunk's ma­
jority smaller than it should have been to be absolutely decisive. Our 
friends in this state are not at all cast down by the defeat of Thompson 2 
in New Jersey. It was owing to a decided anti-Stockton, anti-accumula­
tion of wealth, & anti-combined-monopoly feeling which for several 
weeks previous to the election gathered strength every day, and which 
it was impossible to resist. The news from Georgia has inspirited our 
voting masses to a great degree. Chancing to speak of it last eve'g in 
a speech here the response was most overwhelming, and of a character 
denoting a confidence in the result of the general election throughout 
the Union which is a powerful element in a contest like the present. 
The excitement in this state is very great and rising day by day. Since 
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my return I have been constantly moving from point to point, speaking 
every day, not infrequently twice a day, and sometimes as at Syracuse & 
Ithaca speaking 2 1/2 hours in the afternoon & the same time again in the 
eve' g at the same place. I mention this to evince the great desire of the 
people to hear the principles at issue discussed, a thing that is not usual 
with us on the very verge of the day of election as we now are. Every­
where in meetings & in private conversation I am constantly questioned 
as to our prospects in Tennessee, and even our friends seem surprised at 
the confident manner in which I claim it by a handsome & decisive ma­
jority. This is peculiarly obnoxious to the Whigs who abuse me heartily 
for it, because it interferes somewhat with their loud & brawling asser­
tions that "Polk can not carry his own state. " In every speech since my 
return I have pledged myself for a Democratic victory in Tennessee and 
my trust is unswerving that Tennessee will redeem the pledge. Here, 
there is not a cloud on our political horizon. Every thing is right. We 
feel a calm confidence that we will carry the state decisively. I am inter­
rupted and must close. In two or three days I will write very fully as to 
matters and things with us. With my most respectful regards to Mrs. 
Polk and your mother 3 & remembrances to other friends . . . .  
GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private & Confiden-
tial. " 
1. See Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 3, 1844. 
2.  John R. Thomson. 
3. Reference is to Sarah Childress Polk and Jane Knox Polk. 
FROM WILLIAM TAYLOR 1 
Dear Sir Manlius N.Y. October 17 ,  1844 
I hope you are not so badly off as Mr. Clay, who according to his own 
account is nearly killed by his extensive correspondence. He has at last 
determind he will write no more letters, 2 the wisest step he has taken 
since his nomination; for his friends have been grievously perplexed to 
keep track of him. I will however at once relieve you from any anxiety on 
my account by saying, that it is neither my wish nor expectation to trou­
ble you with a reply, for I well know that your time and attention must 
be too much occupied to engage in any unnecessary correspondence. 
I thank you for the token of remembrance in the pamphlets relative 
to Ezekiel Polk, which as they were mailed at your place, I suppose were 
by your direction. But I am happy to say they were not needed in this 
quarter, for I believe the Whigs have become as heartily ashamed of their 
assaults upon the character of the old patriot as they are of the paternity 
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of the "Roorback" forgery. These things only serve to show the despera­
tion to which they are driven, and that they can find in their ranks tools 
base enough for the vilest of purposes. 
The excitement in this State is beyond anything I have ever before 
witnessed. The whigs opened the campaign early, as in 1840, and much 
in the same way, evidently anticipating similar results. But they have 
been met very differently by the democracy. Then we did not believe 
they could hold out; and it seemed impossible to arouse any thing like a 
suitable energy or enthusiasm on our part; but now they have been met 
with a spirit they hardly anticipated, and with a firmness and deter­
mined energy which they have not been able to resist. The enthusiasm 
of the democracy is unparalleled, and I feel confident that nothing but 
a lavish expenditure of money, pipe laying, bargain, and fraud, can save 
the whigs from defeat. But my reliance upon the integrity, firmness, and 
patriotism of the masses is too strong to permit me to doubt the result. 
My greatest fear in this state is from a bargain in the city of New York 
like that we have recently witnessed in Philadelphia. It is even said such 
a bargain is already consummated, or at least in negociation. This being 
understood so long beforehand I hope may be conteracted. Nativism has 
no foothold out of the city, and its alliance with whiggery being gener­
ally understood may in the aggregate operate as much in our favour as 
against us. The mission of C. M. Clay to bring over the abolitionist to the 
support of H. Clay will not succeed to any considerable extent. Smith 3 
and Birney are in the field to keep their party together and preserve its 
seperate organization, and will, I think, succeed. It was believed by the 
leading whigs that to ensure any hope in this state the abolitionists must 
be brought over. The Texas question was the pivot on which they were 
to be turned. Hence Ex Gov. Seward and others took the stump profess­
ing great regard for their cause. C. M. Clay was sent for and H Clay was 
ready to exclaim "help Cassius or I sink. " 4  But Cassius cant help him. 
At least such are present appearances.  
I am gratified to learn that Tennessee is likely to wheel into the demo­
cratic column. Mr. Melville informs me he has no doubt she will be demo­
cratic. I hope so most sincerely, not only for the cause sake, but also for 
the gratification it will afford both yourself and the old patriot at the 
Hermitage. 5 I believe we can succeed without Tenn. but in this contest 
we want her to share by her vote in the glory of the triumph. It will be 
wormwood to Bell, but will richly pay him for the trick he played off with 
old Judge White, whom he so adroitly used to enable himself to step off 
the more gracefully into the ranks of whiggery. 
Although my long letter will hardly pay the trouble of its perusal, yet 
it will assure you of the hearty zeal and efforts of your old friend in the 
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cause, and in the fulfilment of a prediction made 3 years since, when at 
a public dinner in this village I gave your name as a future President of 
the U.S. an event I did not then anticipate as early as I now confidently 
expect. Please make my respectful regards to Mrs. Polk. 
WILLIAM TAYLOR 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. William Taylor, a physician in Onondaga County, N.Y., won three terms in 
the U.S. House, 1833-39, and sat in the New York Assembly in 1841 and 1842. 
2. Taylor's reference probably is to Clay's letter of September 23, 1844, to the 
editors of the Washington National Intelligencer; for that letter, see the Wash­
ington National Intelligencer, October 1, 1844. 
3. A wealthy New York philanthropist and reformer, Gerritt Smith was one of 
the founders of the Liberty party. In 1848 the "true Liberty party" men, those 
who refused to support the Free Soil party, nominated him for the presidency; 
but he declined the nomination. Smith served a partial term in the U.S. House, 
1853-54. 
4. Paraphrase of a quotation from William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, Act 1 ,  
scene 2 ,  line 92. 
5. Andrew Jackson. 
TO WILLIAM ALLEN 
My Dear Sir Columbia Ten. Oct. 18th 1844 
The democracy of Ohio fought nobly, in your late election. The contest 
has been very close, and it is manifest was finally decided, by a union of 
the body of abolitionists with the Whigs. Will this union be kept up at 
the Presidential election, or will any considerable portion of the aboli­
tionists maintain their distinctive organization, and vote for their own 
candidate? I will thank you My Dear Sir: to give me your opinion of our 
prospects in Ohio, and Indiana, at the November election. 
Every day increases the confidence of the Democracy in this State, 
that they will succeed in November. We have a most exciting and violent 
contest. Our whole democracy are roused to the most energetic action, 
and are perfectly united, and I think there is no reason to doubt but that 
the State will be Democratic in November. My information derived from 
intelligent correspondents satisfies me that Louisiana and Georgia are 
safe. We have received returns from only 31 .  Counties in Pennsylvania, 
including the County and City of Philadelphia. The large loss, which 
the Democracy sustained in the City & County, it is clear was produced 
by an alliance between the Natives & Whigs. It is not probable that 
this alliance to the same extent at least, can be made to operate in the 
Presidential election. 
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I have observed the immense labour which you have performed in can­
vassing your State during the summer. From your extensive intercourse 
with the people, you will be enabled to give me an opinion approximat­
ing correctness, of the probable result in the State in November, and I 
will thank you to do so. If we carry either Pennsylvania or New York 
(and I think our prospect is good to carry both) the result in the Union, 
would be in favour of the Democracy without Ohio. With Ohio, we would 
probably succeed by a large majority. 
Hoping to hear from you soon. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. DLC-WA. Addressed to Chillicothe, Ohio, and marked "Confidential. " 
FROM EDWIN A. KEEBLE 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. October 19, 1844 
Keeble reviews campaign efforts in Rutherford County and calculates that 
they are on "the verge of a tremendous political revolution." He cites the ex­
ample of a prominent family in the Versailles district, "the Patriarch" of which 
has reversed his political affiliation and brought with him his eight sons and 
numerous relations-a total of some thirteen changes in Polk's favor. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM ISAAC TOUCEY1 
My dear Sir. Hartford Ct. Oct 20, 1844 
Having just returned from a tour through this State, & addressed the 
people in large meetings in every part of it, I am able to speak with some 
confidence of the result, even here. I have never known so perfect una­
nimity & such ardent zeal, as now exist in the Democratic ranks. We 
have fought, & are fighting, the battle on the great question of a "Re­
public without a Bank, or a Bank without a Republic" 2; & we carry the 
war into the enemies camp on the Texas & Tariff questions, & other 
kindred topics. The masses are moving, spontaneously, with a degree 
of feeling unexampled with us. I defy all the bank-men, the high-tariff 
men, the sticklers for partial interests & special privileges in the whole 
Union, to resist the spirit now roused in the people to assert the equal 
& just rights of all, & to re-establish a Democratic Administration at 
Washington. Permit me to congratulate you, as I do with heartfelt satis­
faction, upon the enviable position assigned you at the head of this great 
& patriotic movement, which is destined to restore the Government to 
its "Republican task." 
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In this State we do not intend to be left behind. In the last election, 
when more than 60,000 votes were cast, we lacked but 12 or 1300. We 
had the Conservatives & the Govt at Washington against us. We needed 
but to change 700 votes to carry the State. It is my opinion, we have 
already accomplished that, & no effort will be spared to maintain it. 
With most respectful regards to Mrs Polk I remain, dear Sir . . . .  
I. ToucEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A lawyer from Hartford County, Conn. ,  Toucey served as a prosecuting 
attorney, 1822-35 and 1842-44; as a member of the U.S. House, 1835-39; as 
governor of the state, 1846; as U.S. attorney general in Polk's cabinet, 1848-49; 
and as a U.S. senator for one term, 1851-57. 
2 .  Paraphrase of a line in Polk's speech delivered in the U.S. House, January 2, 
1834, printed in the Register of Debates in Congress, 23rd Congress, 1st Session, 
Appendix, Vol. X, pt. 2, p. 2289. 
FROM ARCHIBALD YELL 
Dear Polk Waxhaws Ark 20th Octr 1844 
We in Ark. have "fought the good fight and have kept the faith. "  1 
Our little gallant state is determined to be the Banner state in the ap­
proaching Presidential election. Your old and steadfast friends, such as, 
Col. McK.isick Genis. Whinery & Mitchell, Maclin, Dr. Borland the Ed­
itor of the Ark. Banner, 2 and hundreds of others have done their duty. 
The state election is just over, which sittles the contest in this state; and 
will ensure your Majority to be 5000 if we have a fare turnout. One 
fourth of the population was sick at our state election, and still we have 
exceeded our most sanguine expectations. My Majority will be about 
4000 over a popular & talented competitor and Genl Druis 3 the true 
blue Democrat for Gov will not fall short of my4 Majority more than 
1000 or 1500 which will elect him by 2000 majority tho there was an 
Indpt. Disorganizer in the field, who had canvassed the state thorerly. 5 
I had also an Indpt, Judge Tully, 6 a Democrat, to embaris my prospects 
but my majority will be but little short of 4000 over the Whigs & Indpt. 
There will be about 15 or 20 Whigs in bothe Houses out of 100 mem­
bers. 
I have been constantly engaged, not even the Sabath excepted since 
the 27th day of April last, and tho I was forced into the contest, I do not 
now regret it. 7 The state is saved and our party once more united. A 
few words now on your prospects. I may perhaps be too sanguine but I 
look upon your election as cirtain. I put down as almost cirtain, Maine 
N Hampshire N York N Jersey Pensyla Michgan Illinoise Mo Arkansas 
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Louisiana Missi Tennessee Alabama Georgia S Carolina & old Virginia 
(God help her) , and a good chance for Ohio & Indiana. 
You have no friend in this Union that will be more gratified at such a 
result than myself. I shall if alive be in the Ho of Repts. to give my feble 
aid to the support of your administration. 
If you are elected I shall try and see the enaugeration, I have besides 
a few removal cases to lay before you. Mr. Clay has stuck full a set of the 
most vile and unscrupilous set of scamps in all or nearly all the Public 
offices in the state; they have not only warred openly upon our candi­
dates for state offices but have used unsaparingly & unblushingly the 
slang about your Ancesters. 8 Your friends here have met that charge as 
became them, and have succeeded in makeing those who try to use it 
ashamed of their damnable slanders. You know me well enough to be 
sattisfied that I would not attempt to impose upon you, or deceive you. 
But there are cases here that will require and demand of you the correc­
tive. 
We have a U.S. Senator to elect in the place of our old friend Gov Ful­
ton. Who it will be I am not now prepared to say. He will be cirtain 
sound in politics. Many of my friends desire me to be a candidate. I 
should not object, but for the position I now occupy. To leave the Ho. if 
cirtain of success would weakin our party in the State; believing so I can 
not consent to change my situation to gratify my ambition or pride. I 
shall therefore not be an applicant for the station. I feel under too many 
obligations to my friends the people to leave them so soon and men sel­
dom loose by modesty you know. I shall content myself therefore with 
the fresh Laurils just won. 
Our mutual friend Genl Maclin is poor. Can he not be provided for 
with some situation which he is capable of filling. Think of it and old 
Jimmy McKisick too is one of the best men living and could die for you. 
You must not forget Jimmy. The same may & ought to be said of Genl 
Whinery. But sir its rather too soon to trouble you about appts. for 
several reasons. More when I see you. 
I leave in a few days for Little Rock where I shall remain a few months 
& where a letter will reach me up to the 1st Deer. if you can spare time 
to drop me a line. 
Present me most kindly to the Madam & tell her I am still a Young 
Widdower and that without the influence of some friend I am likely to 
remain so. 9 
Give my respects to your Bro. W Henry. 10 
A. YELL 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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1. Paraphrase of the verse, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith." 2 Timothy 4:7.  
2. James McKisick, Abraham Whinnery, Samuel Mitchell, Sackfield Maclin, 
and Solon Borland. A resident in Polk's congressional district and a colonel 
of the Tennessee militia during the late 1820's, Whinnery moved to Arkansas 
and served in the territorial legislature. A southern planter, Mitchell owned 
sixty-five slaves and vast landholdings in Arkansas County. Solon Borland, a 
physician, had published the Western World and Memphis Banner of the Con­
stitution prior to becoming editor of the Little Rock Arkansas Democratic Ban­
ner in 1843. During the Mexican War he served as a major in Yell's Arkansas 
Volunteer Cavalry. In 1848 the Arkansas legislature sent Borland to the U.S. 
Senate; in 1853 he resigned to become U.S. minister to Nicaragua. During 
the Civil War he rose to the rank of brigadier general in the Confederate ser­
vice. 
3. Thomas S. Drew. 
4. Here Yell cancelled the word "vote." 
5. Reference is to Richard C. Byrd, who subsequently served in 1849 as acting 
governor of Arkansas in place of Thomas S. Drew, resigned. 
6. Not identified further. 
7. See James McKisick to Polk, September 15, 1844. 
8. Reference is to the accusation that Ezekiel Polk was a Tory during the 
Revolutionary War. 
9. Yell's correspondence to Polk, 1842-44, often contained humorous entreat­
ies to Sarah Polk to procure for him a suitable marriage partner. See, for exam­
ple, Yell to Polk, June 25, 1842; October 31 ,  1843; and January 10, 1844. 
10. Reference probably is to Polk's only surviving brother, William Hawkins 
Polk. William practiced law in Columbia and served three terms in the Ten­
nessee House, 1841-45 and 1857-59, and one term in the U.S. House, 1851-53. 
He went to Naples for two years as U.S. minister, 1845-4 7, and attained the rank 
of major during his service in the Mexican War. 
FROM ALFRED BALCH 
My Dear Sir, Nashville Octr 21  [ 18]44 
I have very recent accts from Benton who is now speaking at many 
points in Missouri to large crowds. He believes firmly that you will be 
elected and I am sure that he will give to your administration an able 
cordial zealous support. As he evidently fell into great error under the 
influence of his love for Van Buren and his hatred to Tyler we must 
give him a fair chance to fall back slowly upon his former position. I 
have been greatly gratified that Benton has become so moderate and 
that he has taken in perfect good temper my earnest entreaties made 
to him from time to time. Rest assured that with him every thing will 
be straight. You will need strong and faithful friends in the Senate for 
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there you will be weak for your first two years. We will loose Tappan 
and Maryland will elect a Whig, as well as Indiana. But, of all these 
things here after. You have the news from Pena & Georgia as well as 
from N. Jersey. The unprincipled plan devised and consummated by the 
native Americans is disgraceful. I have no doubt but that your major­
ity will be greater in old Penn than Shunks and that the fact of Shunks 
election will add to our strength. All those who have lately voted with 
us will I should think stand any fire. They have certainly been sifted 
to the bran. Clays letter in which he declared that he was utterly op­
posed to a repeal of the present tariff was intended to secure Pen which is 
lost to him and it killed him stone dead in Geo in 48 hours with Websters 
speech on Boston Common. 1 We may now count with perfect confidence 
on Georgia. Now every thing depends on La. Indiana Tennessee and the 
Empire State as has always been the fact since you were nominated. 
I trust that we shall not have to fight against nativism in the great 
city. 
News has reached me yesterday and to day from many points east of 
this, particularly from Wilson Smith and Jackson. It is decidedly favor­
able and what is better it is authentic. We have gained and are still gain­
ing in those counties in which such large numbers have so long offered 
an idolatrous worship to the "Great embodiment. " 2 
You must have patience and be tranquil as possible. Your friends are 
doing their work like brave fellows. We have a blaze of light from Pen & 
Georgia which will fill our path and shew us our way to a glorious victory. 
The skies are bright. 
I almost forgot to mention that our information from Indiana is more 
and more favorable by every mail. Genl Walter Overton 3 of Red River La. 
writes, set down this state for Polk & Dallas. Our majority will certainly 
be 1500, or 2000, or 2500 votes. 
ALFRED BALCH 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Henry Clay's letter of September 9, 1844, was printed in Niles ' National 
Register on October 4, 1844. Reference is to Daniel Webster's speech delivered 
in Boston on September 19, 1844, and printed in Niles ' National Register on 
September 28, 1844. 
2.  Henry Clay. 
3.  Walter H. Overton entered the army from Tennessee in 1808 with the rank 
of lieutenant. He was advanced in grade to major and during the War of 1812 
was brevetted lieutenant colonel for gallantry during the Battle of New Orleans. 
From 1815 until his death in 1845 he lived on his plantation near Alexandria, 
La. He won election as a Democrat to one term in the U.S. House, 1829-31, but 
did not stand for reelection. 
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FROM DAVID CRAIGHEAD 
Dr Sir Raleigh 2 1  October 1844 
I do not now write to report my progress nor to give in my trials or my 
experience. I will only say that Bell Carruthers Heiskell Neil S. Brown 1 
and all the makers of the pack have left you and all others and make 
me their copious text and conclusion. I write this to suggest to you as 
I do by this mail to the central committee the propriety of ending their 
speeches and deliberations and coming to action. The enthusiasm is all 
on our side. I advise that we avail ourselves of it to the utmost. It is 
a powerful agent & if you agree with me let a jubliee and general show 
and parade and assembling together commence and be promoted and 
encouraged from the earliest practicable moment until the evening of 
the election. I think this will be the most efficient to retain our own and 
to draw in the floating. I will as at present advised return home through 
Columbia and I hope to find you all in motion rejoicing and assembling 
and feasting as on the eve of our approaching and certain Conquest. The 
influence and the ingenuity of our ladies can now be of service if they are 
properly called into action. I am to speak here to morrow and next day 
at Memphis. 
If I make any more speeches they shall be short and exceeding Cheer­
ing and annimating. 
D. CRAIGHEAD 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. John Bell, Robert L. Caruthers, William T. Haskell, and Neill S. Brown. 
TO GEORGE M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 21st 1844 
I have just received your two letters of the 1Oth and 1 1th. 1 The Demo­
cratic majority in Pennsylvania is I think a safe one, even if you should 
not be able to recover the heavy loss, which we sustained in the City 
and County of Philadelphia, in consequence of the alliance which was 
formed between the Natives & Whigs in your late elections. I hope how­
ever that you may be able to regain that loss, partially at least. Your 
reduced majority may and probably will encourage the Whigs to make 
great efforts to overcome it, on the 1st of November. Our friends will 
of course see the great importance of vigilance in guarding against pipe­
laying. 
What I now fear most is, that an alliance may be effected between the 
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Natives and Whigs, in the City of New York, similar to that which we 
have just witnessed in your City and County. I hope our Democratic 
friends in New York, being "forewarned will be forearmed, " 2  and take 
timely precautionary measures to prevent it. I have called Mr. Kane's 
attention to the subject, and hope he has written to our friends in New 
York. 3 I have ventured to write Mr. Croswell and Mr. Wright, but neither 
of them reside in the City, where the danger is. 4 
Genl. Armstrong of Nashville enclosed to me to day, the letter of Mr 
Henry Johnson, which I thought it important you should see, and there­
fore I transmit it to you. 5 When you have noted its contents, will you 
be pleased to enclose it back to me, that I may return it to Genl. Arm­
strong. 6 I think the writer may be mistaken in some of his impressions, 
but I thought it proper, perhaps important, that you should be placed 
in possession of the facts which he states, that you might thereby be en­
abled, to guard against the dangers, which he apprehends. I do not know 
Mr. Johnson, but he seems to be a man of some intelligence. 
We may all be mistaken about Tennessee. The contest is a very bitter 
one and will no doubt be close. Every day however increases the con­
fidnece of our democracy that they will carry the State. I think they 
will do so. Georgia, Indiana & Louisiana, I think may be put down as 
certain Democratic States. To enable our opponents to succeed in the 
Union, they must carry, in addition to their certain strength the five 
closely contested States of Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, N. Car­
olina and Ohio, and also both New York & Tennessee. If Pennsylvania 
remains firm & we can carry any one of these seven States, we must carry 
the election. In this view of probable results in the several States, we are 
fully impressed with the vast importance of carrying Tennessee. No ef­
fort within our power will be spared to effect it. My last letters from 
New York continue to give strong assurances, that, that great State is 
safe. I hope our friends are not mistaken. If New York shall be Demo­
cratic, the contest will beyond all doubt be settled in our favour. Our 
opponents see and know this, and all the power of money, and of fraud 
and corruption will be brought to bear on New York, and it will require 
all the energy, and vigilance of our friends to counteract the effect of 
such means. I have still some hope of New Jersey, but more of Ohio. It 
would not surprise me too, if that good old great State of N. Carolina, 
should vote for us. It will not do however to rely on any of these States. 
If New York and Pennsylvania vote with us all is safe. Should we loose 
either, then we must carry Tennessee to save the election. Every Demo­
crat here is roused, to the importance of carrying the State, and will 
work every hour until the election is won. A few days more will put 
an end to all speculation as to the result in the State, and in the Union. 
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Hoping that we may have safe deliverance from the most unprecedented 
contest. 
JAMES K. POLK 
P.S. I will [send] to you Mr. Johnson 's letter to Genl. Armstrong, under 
cover of a separate envelope. J.K.P. 
ALS. Private Collection of Deanna McQueen. Probably addressed to Philadel­
phia; marked "Confidential. " 
1. In his letter to Polk of October 11 ,  1844, Dallas described gains made in all 
other counties in Pennsylvania outside the city and county of Philadelphia and 
informed Polk that Charles J. Ingersoll had been reelected by a majority of 175 
votes. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
2. Paraphrase of a quotation from Miguel de Cervantes, Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, Part II, Book III, Chapter 10. 
3. See Polk to John K. Kane, October 17, 1844. 
4. Polk's letters to Edwin Croswell and Silas Wright, Jr. , have not been found. 
5. Polk's reference probably is to a letter from Henry Johnson to Robert Arm­
strong of October 16, 1844, in which he accuses David Porter of having secretly 
supported Joseph Markle, the Whig candidate for governor of Pennsylvania. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Armstrong probably forwarded Johnson's letter under a sep­
arate cover; Armstrong wrote Polk on October 21st but did not mail his letter 
until the following day. Henry Johnson, brother of Richard M. Johnson and a 
resident of Lexington, Ky. , was a delegate to the Democratic National Conven­
tion of 1844. 
6. Dallas returned the Johnson letter on November 1st. 
FROM DAVID T. DISNEY 
Dr Sir Cincinnati 2 1  Oct 1 844 
I merely write to advise you that the first shock of our defeat in this 
State being over our friends are rallying with unexampled vigour for the 
final struggle on the 1st prox. Exasperation has succeeded to mortifica­
tion and we shall contest every inch of ground in Ohio. 
The whig leaders are alarmed-secret circulars are flying in every di­
rection and as Clay said of the friends of Adams 1 they are calling upon 
the abolitionists "with tears in their eyes" 2 to vote for Mr. Clay "this 
once."  We are doing all that men can do, all that inflexible determination 
and untiring industry can accomplish. If the abolitionists stand firm or 
even vote as they voted at our recent election, we shall carry the state, 
but every thing now depends upon them. The fact has been developed 
that they hold the balance of power and their own councils are diversely 
agitated. What their final course will be none can tell. Both parties are 
quivering in the scale, with about equal hopes and prospects. Ohio is 
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more doubtful than ever. I start in the morning for Columbus our seat 
of government. I shall keep you advised of matters. 
D. T. DISNEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. John Quincy Adams. 
2. Quotation taken from a letter written by Henry Clay to Francis P. Blair on 
January 8, 1825; on October 26, 1844, the Nashville Union reprinted the text of 
Clay's letter as it appeared in Whig newspapers current in 1844. 
FROM WILLIAM E. CRAMER 
Gov. Polk Albany Oct. 22nd [18]44 
The excitement in this State widens and deepens. The Whigs are now 
making their final onset. They have worked themselves up to the belief 
that they can carry New York. Their present confidence arises from the 
coalition they are now trying to make with Nativism in New York. Abo­
litionism in the Western part of this State, with the Anti-Renters (about 
4000 voters) in this Senate district, 1 and the immense supplies of money 
they have already, or rather recently raised from the Merchants of New­
York and the Manufacturers of Boston. The report is that the Bostonians 
promised $100.000 provided they could receive ample assurances that it 
would secure New York for Mr. Clay! 
The history of every day shows that we shall have the most terrible 
fight in this State that ever before occurred in all our past history: 1840 
was remarkable but 1844 will be far more so. New York is emphatically 
the Battle ground of the Union. Every means that can be obtained and 
every engineering that can be devised by desperation will be let loose 
upon us. 
We are preparing to meet that shock with all our power. We are now 
stronger than we were a week ago. Our friends at first were a little 
scared at their responsibility, but they are now coming square up and 
are willing to meet the issue in New York for the Union. 
It begins to be the impression that the efforts for a coalition of the 
Whigs and Natives on the Presidential ticket cannot go through. I should 
not be at all surprised if on the local ticket, the coalition was carried out. 
It is also more than probable that in spite of every seduction, half of the 
Abolitionists will not go for Clay. The exertions now making to secure 
this strength to Mr C. are tremendous. 
Our most sagacious friends still have full confidence that against all 
combinations, we shall carry this State both on Governor, and President, 
but our majority must be small. It has been rated altogether too high in 
the South West, and thus, I fear our friends may be disappointed. 
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Mr. Melville has returned in fine spirits. His valuable and efficient 
labors in Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio and the Western part of this State 
have already given him a very marked position among our Public men. 
His sagacity and forecast seem no less creditable than his oratorical pow­
ers. His estimate of the result in Ohio prepared us for the defeat of 
Tod. On Saturday evening Mr. Melville gave us a short talk at Water­
ford my Fathers residence. 2 He, very appropriately alluded to his visit 
at Columbia. See Argus of the 21st instant. 
He spoke in Troy, the preceding evening where the Irish are very 
strong. His popularity with this large and true-hearted class of demo­
crats is inferior to that of no one in the State. His course on the Repeal 
question is known to every Irishman in the Northern States. 3 I might 
almost add in the Union. 
It is not improbable that Mr. M will speak at Philadelphia and Balti­
more before the canvass is over and also in this city. He was here yes­
terday. He feels sanguine of the general result. He says Ohio trembles 
in the balance. He left this morning for New York as he is very anxious 
to understand the full aspects of this new Coalition with Nativism. 
My Father feels a confidence in the general result and of course of our 
triumph in this State. 
WM E. CRAMER 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Attempts to force back rent payments on tenant farmers working lands 
under the Dutch and English system of perpetual leases precipitated agrarian 
unrest in the Albany region of New York State; the farmers' resistance, some­
times violent, led to the adoption of a more liberal constitution in 1846. The 
Antirent War of 1839-46 also brought about legislative action designed to re­
strict the length of farm leases and to abolish distress for rent action on new 
leases. 
2. A lawyer and Democratic politician from Waterford, N.Y. , John Cramer sat 
in both houses of the state legislature and served two terms in the U.S. House, 
1833-37. 
3. Reference probably is to repeal of the Act of Union of January 1, 1801,  
which provided for a single parliament and union of the churches of Ireland and 
Great Britain into one Protestant Episcopal Church. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Oct. 22. 1844 
Yours of Oct. 15th 1 I have just received & read. Before this you will 
have seen from my two last2 (one of which covered the appointments 
of McClung as published in the Argus) letters that your requests have 
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all been promptly complied with. I wrote twice to McC. , 3 sent him the 
first Argus (from my own office here) that contained his list of appoint­
ments. Wrote specially to Blackwell to meet & attend him & to be sure 
to have his list put in the Athens Courier, such other publicly given to 
them as our friends down there could furnish. Got Mr. Reynolds to write 
to Rowles at the same time urging him to see whether Blackwell could 
meet McC. & if he could not that then he Rowles must. We all gave as 
early notice of the appointments for Clay & Brown as they came to hand. 
At Kingston they had a barbacue & of course a good crowd-between 2 
& 3,000. At Clinton it rained all day & I hear the crowd was very incon­
siderable, just such as Barrow had a few weeks back when he suspended 
operations. At Blains X Roads the day was also stormy & I am with­
out advices how the people turned out. The weather has been rainy all 
the time till this afternoon-hope he will have a good day to morrow at 
Dandridge-& I have just got off my horse from a long ride up French 
Broad trying to get the Whigs notified of the appointments at Sevierville 
& Trundles on the 24 & 25th. The Democrats there as you know are 
scarce but I find them elastic & determined. They all will attend but the 
Whigs have appointed meetings the same day in the same neighborhoods 
& I count upon but few of them attending, especially as every farmer is 
using what few fair days we have in getting in their corn. I shall meet 
Brown myself tomorrow. Clay had written to Eastman explaining why 
he could not come to E.T. I advised him to publish his letter. If McC. 
should not come, of which I have no intimation from himself, we will  all 
urge Brown to fill his list. Supply his place at home if he remains with 
us, as it is essential that he fill the appointments of McClung if he fail on 
account of his brothers death 4 to canvass before the people. Reynolds 
wrote to him just last Friday by no means to disappoint us. I think he 
will not or he would so have informed us before now. We have taken 
all possible pains to guard the Ky & N.C. frontier, & illegal & fraudu­
lent voting elsewhere as far as we can. I went to town yesterday, had 
the tickets5 struck off correctly (see that is done in the West) & got the 
Marshall Woods 6 to tell us who were reliable men ofthejury & witnesses 
& parties, so as to have the tickets thoroughly distributed in each Dis­
trict in each county we have to supply. That will be done to morrow or 
the day the court adjourns. Woods says they are providing tickets above, 
& Lowry writes me to day. Promises to circulate the German papers 
which had come to him from Pa. Says that Johnson had used up Barrow 
on the 15th & that they are constantly gaining ground & will give a Dem. 
majority of 1000 in the 1st District. If we fail any where to realise our 
expectations in E.T. it will be in the 2nd District. In Ocoee & Hiwassee 
we are certainly gaining every day or every ones judgment misleads us. 
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I may be deceived but still think you will get your vote of 1839 & will 
carry the State. I still receive Dutch papers & have circulated them ex­
tensively. Will write the moment this is finished to such friends in other 
counties as I suppose can use them advantageously. The Pa. news have 
dampened the ardor of the Whig voters but excited the leaders. We will 
make the most of it & also of the result in Georgia. 
J. G. M. RAMSEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. " 
1 .  Polk's letter has not been found. 
2. Ramsey's reference probably is to his letters of October 15 and 17,  1844. 
3.  James W. McClung. 
4. Matthew McClung. 
5. On October 17, 1844, Ramsey wrote Polk a letter about the state of the cam­
paign in East Tennessee and mentioned that "the news-papers at Sommerville & 
in the Lincoln District have the names wrong on the electoral ticket. "  He urged 
that the problem "be at once corrected as many voters cut the names from a 
news-paper & use it for a ticket & what is worse give copies from it to others for 
the day of election. " ALS. DLC-JKP. 
6. Appointed U.S. marshal for East Tennessee in 1838, Richard M. Woods held · 
that post at least until 1843; he had also served as sheriff of Greene County, 
1826-40. 
TO AARON VANDERPOEL 1 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct. 22nd 1844 
The returns of the Pennsylvania election, shew that the "Keystone," 
is still Democratic by a safe majority, notwithstanding the heavy loss, 
which we sustained, in consequence of the alliance which was formed 
between the Natives & Whigs in the City and County of Philadelphia. 
I have apprehensions that a similar alliance, between the Natives and 
Whigs may be attempted in the City of New York, at the November elec­
tion. Should it occur and be as successful as that in Philadelphia, our 
whole ticket would be weakened several thousand votes, and the State 
possibly endangered. I know you will excuse the liberty I take in suggest­
ing that our Democratic friends in New York, should, adopt energetic 
and timely precautionary measures to prevent it. I cannot too strongly 
impress, upon you, the great importance, of giving immediate attention 
to this matter. In the present aspect of probable results, in the several 
States, the result of the contest in the Union, may depend on the vote 
of New York. Should she vote against us we may still carry the election. 
If she votes, for us, our success, is placed beyond all doubt. How vastly 
important then that we should carry her: I think you may put down 
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Georgia, Indiana & Louisiana as certain Democratic States. If I am 
right in this, then to enable the Whigs to succeed, they must in addition 
to their certain strength, carry all the clearly contested States of Con­
necticut, New Jersey Maryland, N Carolina, & Ohio, and also both New 
York and Tennessee. Should they loose any one of these seven States I 
think they must still be defeated. Every day increases the confidence of 
our Democracy here that we will carry this State. The vast importance 
of doing so, is fully appreciated, and I think the State will be Democratic 
but by a small majority. If New York shall be democratic, we can loose 
all the doubtful & closely contested States, and still succeed in the elec­
tion. I hope you will not fail to see Mr. Butler and other friends, and 
impress upon them, the great importance, of guarding against the dan­
ger which I have suggested in your City. The Whigs see their danger & 
know that, without New York they will certainly be defeated, and with a 
view to carry the State, will not only resort to pipe-laying, but will leave 
no means untried to effect an alliance between the Natives & Whigs. 
You may if you choose shew this letter to Mr. Butler, but confidentially 
of course. 
Hoping that we may have a safe deliverance from this most unprece­
dented contest . . . .  
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. CoLHI. Addressed to the City of New York and marked "Confidential. " 
1. A lawyer, Aaron Vanderpoel served in the New York Assembly, 1826-30; in 
the U.S. House, 1833-37 and 1839-41 ;  and on the Superior Court in New York 
City, 1842-50. 
FROM ANDREW BEAUMONT 1 
My Dear Sir Wilkes Barre. Pa. Oct. 23d 1844 
I have not tormented you with my correspondence because I presumed 
that you must be almost overwhelmed with other of vastly more inter­
est and importance. You will have perceived that we have fought thro' 
the preliminary battle and although staggered by the astounding de­
fection of the City and County of Philad yet the northern and western 
bulwarks have withstood the violent shock ofWhiggery and corruption. 
We still have our armor girded on awaiting the final and all important 
struggle. It may be the last day of liberty to the people of this Repub­
lic. It may be the day of our redemption. God grant us success. We 
have just been apprised of the last diabolical plot of the enemies of lib­
erty. We have been advised this morning by our mutual friend Jesse 
Miller that more than $100.000 has been raised by the great Bank and 
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Tariff aristocracy of Boston N York and Philada to crush the sturdy 
Democracy of Penna. Salvation alone depends upon the yet pure and un­
bought democracy of the country districts. The Cities are a dead mass 
of corruption and hirelingism. All that can be done to save the Coun­
try from this threatened scourge, by the true hearts and Strong hands, 
will be done. Contrary to my usual habits, (for I have always doubted 
my powers for public speaking) I have taken the stump on many occa­
sions this Season, and endeavored, to the extent of my humble abili­
ties, to vindicate your cause and that of the country before the patriotic 
population of this portion of Penna. The sacredness of the cause has 
given me courage and strength and I feel encouraged that my exertions 
have not been wholly useless. These are truly "the days that try mens 
souls. "  2 Mr. Bidlack 3 is doing all he can and I trust Luzerne will ac­
quit herself with her usual energy and gallentry. Our Democratic paper 
the Farmer, edited by my Son-in-law, 4 is conducting the campaign with 
much energy & skill. We have been recently informed that a sum of 
near $200.000 has or is to be raised by the Federalists of Boston N. York 
& Philada to be applied to crush the democracy of Penna. You see we 
have a most formidable and insidous enemy to grapple with but bitter 
issue as it may we will meet them with all firmness and determination 
that democrats are capable of and if we succeed then most cheering and 
rich will be our reward and if we are conquered by the power of fraud 
and corruption we shall have the abiding consolation of having done our 
duty. 
A. BEAUMONT 
P.S. As I had commenced this letter and my attention been called off by 
another matter I have twice alluded to the scheme of raising money to 
crush us. I have learned the fact more circumstantially. Boston was to 
raise $100.000 City of N. York $50.000 & Philad $35.000. Fearful indeed 
is the crisis of our Republic when the State of our affairs and the tone 
of public opinion should have room even to suspect such nefarious ap­
pliances. Every patriot has cause, great cause to shudder for the fate of 
his country and for liberty when he looks upon this hideous picture. If 
the people however shall safely pass thro' this ordeal and come out un­
scathed & victorious then indeed will they show themselves worthy of 
the character and dignity of freemen, then indeed will they have demon­
strated that they are capable of self government. God grant it may be 
so. A.B. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Andrew Beaumont served several terms in the Pennsylvania House, 1821, 
1822, 1826, and 1849, and in the U.S. House, 1833-37. Polk nominated him to 
218 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
be commissioner of public buildings for the District of Columbia in December 
1846, but the Senate rejected the nomination in March of the following year. 
2 .  Paraphrase of a quotation taken from the introduction to Thomas Paine's 
The Crisis. 
3. Benjamin A. Bidlack, a successful farmer in Luzerne County, Penn.,  is not 
further identified. 
4. Reference is to Samuel P. Collings, proprietor of the Wilkes-Barre Repub­
lican Farmer and Democratic Journal. In 1852, Franklin Pierce appointed 
Collings consul to Tangier. 
FROM JOHN CARR 1 
Clark County, Ind. October 23, 1844 
Writing soon after his return home from a short tour through Indiana, Carr 
assures Polk that he will receive the vote of the Hoosier state. The Central Com­
mittee in Indianapolis estimates Polk's majority at six thousand, but Carr be­
lieves that this estimate is probably too high. The Democrats are well organized 
and will battle the Whigs in their own way, "by show and parade, and all sorts 
of fandangoes." They raise hickory poles, carry polk stalks, build ships, fit out 
crews, and unfurl appropriate flags and mottoes. Today the ship "Charlestown," 
fifty feet long, spreads her sails and steers northward with her crew to attend 
a barbecue. Although Carr prefers other modes of electioneering, he sees no 
alternative. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A veteran of the Battle of Tippecanoe, Carr rose to the rank of major gen­
eral in the Indiana militia and served in the U.S. House, 183 1-37 and 1839-41. 
FROM JOHN McKEON 
My Dear Sir, New York Oct. 23. 1844 
I arrived last night in this City & found as I anticipated the most in­
tense excitement prevailing amongst politicians. I have spent the day 
endeavouring to learn the probable result in this City & State. I have 
seen democrats of standing in the Interior of the State amongst the rest. 
Mr. Flagg our Comptroller who handed me this circular. I send it to 
you for the purpose of shewing how active & zealous the party is. 1 Mr. 
Flagg informs me 1250 of these circulars have been issued. He is you 
are aware a man of great judgment-very sagacious, & cool. His opinion 
is that the State is safe for Polk & Dallas under all circumstances. As 
to the abolitionists & Native Americans, they will certainly affect us but 
not sufficient to vary the result. Much depends on this City. I have had 
conversations with some of the leading Natives amongst the rest one of 
their candidates for Congress. They all assure me they will not make any 
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arrangement on the Presidential ticket. Their party will divide on that 
subject. Our friends here give up the Congressional & legislative tick­
ets if the Whigs & Natives unite as they probably will in those tickets 
but our friends also are confident on a majority of 1500 to 2000 for the 
Presidential electors. Our county friends say if we keep the Whigs from 
obtaining any majority we shall succeed in the State beyond question. 
Pennsylvania is safe. Of Ohio I have some hopes. Maryland I now give 
up to Clay. 
I am aware of the anxiety you naturally feel in relation to this state 
and for that reason I send you the opinions I have collected immediately 
on my arrival. I assure you the greatest zeal & enthusiasm prevail & 
nothing will be wanting to achieve a victory. 
I will write again soon. I leave next Monday to attend a meeting up 
the North River. I had a committee to request my attendance & this 
Committee give me every assurance of the great spirit of our friends in 
the section they come from. 
JoHN McKEoN 
P.S. I broke the seal of this circular, as it was sealed when handed to me 
by Flagg. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. " 
1. Enclosed was a circular, dated October 14, 1844, written from Albany, 
and attributed to Azariah C. Flagg and four others; the circular requested that 
the names of all voters and their political preferences in each recipient's town, 
county, or school district be returned to Albany for compilation and analysis. C. 
DLC-JKP. 
FROM JOHN K. KANE 
My dear Sir, Philada. 24 Oct. 1844 
We have felt a good deal of anxiety for some ten days past in con­
sequence of the more sanguine tone of the Whigs around us and the 
well ascertained fact that they had made up a Secret Service purse of at 
least $20,000. Happily we received intelligence yesterday, which shows 
the manner in which the fund is applied; and I arn much mistaken 
now if we do not make it a most effective party engine against those of 
whose money it was made up. Mr. William B. Reed, Mr. John Sergeant's  
nephew, 1 the same who reported the bill rechartering the Bank U.S. in 
1836-7, and who received some $12000 at least of the unexplained dis­
bursements of Mr. Biddle, 2 made a blunder in the address of one of his 
friends. The result you will see in the Penna. of this morning. 3 Now, 
the letter itself is a small matter; but connected with the past history 
220 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
of Mr. Reed and his relationship to Mr. Sergeant, at whose instance and 
in whose office the $20000 was subscribed, it becomes one of the most 
interesting facts in the canvas. It enables us to make palpable the at­
tachment of the native leaders and of their presses to the Whig cause, 
and thus to detach the masses from them. It gives us a fine topic, on 
which to rally the pride of the Country people, whom the arrangement 
was to buy. And more important than all, it throws our people into ac­
tion again, excites them, and gives a new topic for public speaking, on 
which Democrats and Natives can meet. I have no doubt now that the 
majority against us in Philadelphia city and county will be reduced 2000 
at least: this reduction would have been 1000 more, but for the folly of 
our party men in the Board of Commissioners of the Northern Liberties 
in refusing to elect a Native mayor, there being no choice by the people, 
but the native being highest on the return. 
From the interior our accounts are somewhat diversified, but on the 
whole cheering: I look for a majority on the 1st about the double of that 
of the 8th. We are arranging expresses to bring in the returns from all 
the principal counties, and shall transmit them by express to New York. 
I still expect that we shall carry New Jersey. There were causes at 
work against us, quite as potent as the railroad monopoly, which are 
now on our side: Mr. Wall and the Senior Coterie of our party are now 
fairly at work, which they were not before the late election. Besides this, 
I am assured that we are to have some hundreds of Natives for us who 
voted against Thompson. 4 
Our letters from New York too have resumed much of the confidence 
which they expressed before our Pennsylvania Election. For some days 
their spirit was muffled. 
On the whole, things look well here. Our Governor5 is doing us much 
good wherever he goes, less by his argument in favour of the Presiden­
tial ticket, though he is an excellent stumper on that subject, than by 
the quiet refutation which he makes every where of the slanders against 
himself, thus demonstrating the dishonesty of the Whig partisans. I 
have seldom heard a better speech than he gave us three days ago at 
Downingstown. 
J. K. KANE 
ALS. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia and franked by John T. Smith. 
1. The nephew of John Sergeant and a close associate of Nicholas Biddle, 
William B. Reed first supported the anti-Mason movement and then became a 
Whig. He served in the Pennsylvania House, 1834-35, and Senate, 184 1-42. In 
1838 Governor Joseph Ritner appointed him attorney-general of the state. 
2. A native of Philadelphia, Nicholas Biddle served as the president of the 
Bank of the United States from 1822 until 1836. At the expiration of the Bank's 
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charter, Biddle secured a charter from Pennsylvania and continued as president 
of the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania until his resignation in March 
1839. 
3. Kane's reference is to the letter ofWilliam B. Reed to W Selfridge, October 
19, 1844; a copy of Reed's letter appeared in the Philadelphia Pennsylvanian. In 
this letter Reed authorized Selfridge to draw one hundred dollars and entrusted 
him with "its judcious and effective expenditure" in Lehigh County during the 
final days of the campaign. For a copy of this letter, see the Washington Globe, 
October 25, 1844. 
4. John R. Thomson. 
5.  Francis R. Shunk. 
Sir 
FROM JOHN T. HUDSON 1 
Buffalo Erie County New York 
October 26h 1844 
The undersigned was the Delegate from this, the 32d Congressional 
District in this State in the Democratic National Convention held at Bal­
timore in May last & had the pleasure to give his vote for you Sir as the 
Democratic Candidate for the Presidency. As the course which this state 
may take & the vote it may give at the approaching Election, which takes 
place a week from next tuesday is to have great weight in the final result, 
it has occurred to me that information in relation to this fact, added to 
what you doubtless receive from the other parts would not be unaccept­
able, in order to enable you to form from the aggregate some opinion 
of what the probable result will be in the state. This part of the state 
is the extreme Western part. I have been long a resident here & have 
an extensive acquaintance, constant correspondence & frequent inter­
course with people in all parts of this section of the state. It is the Whig 
stronghold of the state. The Seven Western Counties compose collec­
tively the 8h Senatorial District of the state & from its having been the 
District in which Anti-masonry originated, it is cornmonly termed the 
"infected district. "  The District was, before the advent of Anti-masonry, 
Democratic, strongly so; but the spirit of anti-rrmsonry which arose from 
the outrage committed in the abduction of Morgan 2 took so decided a 
hold of it that the mass of the people were carried away with it & as 
soon as anti-masonry was made the politics of the District that faction 
carried it by large majorities. This faction was subsequently, in the year 
1832, transferred to the Whig party & from that period until 1840 the 
1najorities for the Whigs in the Counties composing the District have 
been steadily increasing. 
In 1840 however they reached their maximum. Harrisons majority 
in the District exceeded the most sanguine expectations of his party. In 
------------- - --- - ------�� 
222 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
these seven Counties he obtained within a hundred of 10000. The major­
ity, however on Governor & Senator in that year did not exceed 10000 
& if my recollection serves, the majority on the latter against myself 
who was that year the Democratic Candidate for Senator did not quite 
reach 10000. The difference between the majority for Harrision & the 
remainder of the Whig ticket can be accounted for by the pecuniary em­
harassment of the Country3 which was most sensibly felt in this District 
& the hope that in change, men might produce a change of times. The 
actual Whig majority of the District in the year 1840 may be set down 
at 10,000 in round numbers. This is the highest majority that party has 
ever attained & I may add the highest that it ever will attain in this Dis­
trict. In that year the abolition vote in these Seven Counties was 441 ,  
which if  added to the Whig majority would have made it  about 10500. 
Since 1840 the Whig majority has been diminishing. It is true that no 
Election since that period has called out as many votes as were cast in 
1840, & that test is wanting to prove this assertion. The highest vote 
cast throughout the state since that year was at the election for Govr in 
1842, but then the Democratic vote cast was not so large by 4400 nor 
the Whig vote by 3900 as in 1840. The vote in this District in 1842 does 
not however shew so great a falling off as in other parts of the state, the 
Democratic vote being a little over that of 1840 & the Whig vote being 
less by 6500 while the abolition vote increased from 441 the number in 
1840 to 1387 in 1842. This last added to the Whig vote (where it properly 
belongs) cast in 1842 & the Whig & abolition vote cast in the District in 
1842 will be only 5500 less than the vote of the same parties in 1840. 
But the Whig majority has been as steadily diminishing since 1840 as it 
steadily increased up to that time. 
One cause of its diminution is the increase of the abolition vote. I 
have stated above the increase from 1840 to 1842 a space of only two 
years. This increase is taken from the Whig vote. It is possible that a 
few of the abolitionists may have been Democrats-such are however 
few. As evidence that the increase of abolition votes in this section does 
not come from the Democratic side I will mention the vote of this (Erie) 
County in which the Democratic vote has increased from 3100 in 1840 to 
4100, while the Whig vote has not increased, but the abolition vote has 
increased from 36 votes in 1840 to 360 votes in 1843. This abolition vote 
will I think be increased at this election. At all events if not increased it 
will not be diminished. C. M.  Clay has been here & endeavoured to in­
duce them to support Mr Clay but without effect. They are more strongly 
confirmed in their determination to support their own ti�ket. If there is 
any increase of their vote as it is probable there will be in this District, it 
will be from the Whig ranks, or if the vote remains the same as in 1843, 
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the Whig majority will be diminished by that much in the district over 
1840. But aside from this the Democratic party has made a large gain in 
this District since 1840 as the result will prove. 
So far as this County is concerned we have an accurate canvass of it 
taken by personal application to each elector & I can assure our friends 
that the Whig majorities which in 1840 was 3099 cannot this year exceed 
2200. In the adjoining County of Chautauqua the Whigs cannot claim 
over 2200 when they had 2800 in 1840. Our friends in this County advise 
that the Whig majority cannot go up to 2000. In the adjoining County of 
Niagara the Whig majority in 1840 was 745. This year it will not exceed 
600. Genesee & Wyoming which together gave 3248 Whig majy in 1840, 
will not I am assured by discreet men who reside there give over 2200 
together. Orleans County which in 1840 gave 579 Whig majy is now 
claimed by our friends there by a small majy. Of this I have however no 
confidence, but believe it will give the Whigs about 200 majy. Monroe 
County gave a Whig majy of 1634 in 1840. It is the residence of Judge 
Gardiner our Candidate for Lieut Gov. He assures us that it will not 
give to exceed 1000 Whig majy this year. His judgement in regard to it 
may be depended on. The above named Counties Comprise the 8th or 
"infected" District. The majority our friends may rely will be reduced 
at least 3500 below what it was in '40 whether the abolits stand fast 
or not, & still more if they increase. There are other western Counties 
which in '40 gave large Whig majs which will be diminished very much. 
But I will trespass on your patience no longer. We here consider this 
state beyond a doubt safe for the Democratic candidate. For myself I 
considered it certain when I returned from the Baltimore Convention 
since the nomination & acceptance of Mr Wright I consider it safe for us 
beyond all peradventure. Our people are active energetic & enthusiastic 
& every thing fair that can be done will be done to ensure a victory. In 
the hope that you will pardon this liberty . . . .  
JOHN T. HUDSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Paragraphing supplied. 
1 .  John T. Hudson served as alderman of the third ward in Buffalo, N.Y., and 
as canal commissioner, 1846--4 7.  
2. In September 1826, William Morgan was abducted outside the jail at Can­
andaigua, N.Y., ostensibly to halt the publication of his book, Illustrations of 
Masonry, By One of the Fraternity Who Had Devoted Thirty Years to the Subject, 
and thus to prevent disclosure of the secret works of Freemasonry. In January of 
1 827, four men were tried, convicted, and sentenced for the Morgan kidnapping. 
Judicial process failed, however, to defeat the Masons' conspiracy of silence re­
garding Morgan's fate; and the Anti-Masons took as their organizing principle 
the rule of civic duty over fraternal loyalities. 
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3. Reference is to the Panic of 1837. 
FROM GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
My dear Sir New York October 26th 1844 
Political excitement in this state has reached a high and almost fear­
ful point. It rages to a greater degree than at any time in the bacchanal 
canvass of 1840. It spreads wider, is more deeply seated and burns more 
fiercely. It is unexampled in the history of New York politics. Coming 
from one theatre of action into another and still stormier one, and de­
sirous of obtaining that full and accurate information and preserving 
that equilibrium without which the best man's  opinion is valueless, I 
have kept both eyes and ears open, have conversed with prominent men 
of the respective parties, have striven to keep my mind free from prej­
udice and passion so as to look at things as they are through an undis­
torted medium-and now not as a politician, but if I may presume so 
far as an humble personal friend, I avail myself of the permission so 
kindly granted to write to you freely and frankly-with a sincere desire 
to spread before you the actual condition of things as they now exist with 
us without color or concealment so far as they lie within the scope of my 
apprehension. 
At the Democratic State Convention of 1840 our first and best cal­
culation beat Van Buren 3000 votes. This of course would not do and 
was altered without sufficient reason so as to give him about 10.000 ma­
jority. At the Convention of the present year various canvasses of the 
state ranging from 9.500 to 25 .000 Democratic majority were submit­
ted, compared revised and re-revised by competent persons and a result 
arrived at giving us the state by 12.000 majority. This was considered 
to be done on the basis of giving our opponents the benefit of all doubts. 
In this calculation the City and Co of New York were put down as good 
for 2.500, which at that time was perhaps a low figure. The estimate 
throughout was made on the basis of the electoral ticket. For several 
weeks afterward there was manifest a steady increase in the intensity of 
the Democratic feeling and numerous reputed changes in our favor until 
about the 1st of October at which time there was an evident depression 
in the Councils of the Whig party and a general want of spirit among 
their voters. This was their lowest point. From it they have gradually 
recovered. By degrees a change has taken place in the Whig camp. They 
have become more determined in their action much more lavish in the 
use of money, more hopeful, exhibiting greater activity than heretofore, 
and at this moment to my knowledge count confidently upon carrying 
the state by from 8 to 10.000 on a poll of 490.000 votes. 
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On the contrary our best informed and most judicious friends are at 
this time not only confident but sanguine of carrying the state by a 
majority somewhat less than that settled upon at the Convention but 
still sure, handsome and decided. The rank and file of the Democracy 
throughout the state are perfectly uproarious in their confidence of an 
overwhelming victory not only in the state but in the nation. Our gather­
ings are more largely attended than those of our opponents, and in the 
more than a dozen meetings which I have addressed since my return 
home the attendance has been in every case far greater than had been 
anticipated and the enthusiasm more obvious than I have elsewhere wit­
nessed. Still to my mind matters are not working as they should to en­
sure and place beyond doubt a Democratic victory. 
Our organization altho' fair is not what it has been in one or two pre­
ceding conflicts. We have relied too much on popular impulse and en­
thusiasm. Our people in the expense, excitement, and hurry-scurry of 
repeated mass-meetings have in some portions of the state been less at­
tentive to organization than is desirable. The organization of the Whigs 
is I am inclined to think rather better on the whole than ours but not 
nearly so perfect as it was in 1838 when they beat us by the force of an 
organization unequalled in either party before or since. 
Every possible effort has been made by the Whigs to operate upon the 
Abolitionists and induce them to vote for Clay. Cassius M Clay has been 
in all the strong abolition counties but has proved himself unequal to 
his mission and failed in equalling public expectation. He has exercised 
little influence in any way and certainly none against us. Each succes­
sive attempt made by the Whigs to produce a favorable impression upon 
the Abolitionists has recoiled upon themselves. But a new element has 
lately been introduced by Mr Birneys course in relation to and his accep­
tance of the Saganaw nomination 1 which has produced a great sensation 
in the Abolition ranks, has alarmed a portion of that large section of the 
Abolitionists who were originally Whigs, and caused an uncertainty as 
to their position in this contest which until lately did not exist and in my 
humble opinion if properly taken advantage of by the Whigs (which is 
doubtful) paved the way for an unexpected accession to Clay's strength 
from that quarter. That the entire abolition strength can be polled for 
Mr Clay I do not for a moment suppose but that a considerable por­
tion of it can (if judiciously managed) I do not doubt. The feelings of 
the Abolitionists are much more embittered towards Mr Clay than to­
wards yourself, but their surprise at Mr Birney's recent avowal of Free 
Trade and Anti-Land Distribution doctrines followed up by his accep­
tance of the Saganaw Nomination and his clumsy attempt to explain 
it, 2 all heightened by the great unanimity with which the slave-holding 
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states are coming up to your support, have super-added to their first 
surprise a distrust of the propriety and policy of voting for their own 
candidates and thus not making themselves so powerful an element as 
otherwise, in the decision of the great question so far as the state of New 
York is concerned. Time alone will develope their course, but the posi­
tion of that portion of their rank and file who were originally Whigs is 
one calculated to excite some apprehension. 
The "Native Americans" have no seperate existence or distinct party 
organization in our state except in this County and Kings & Queens with 
one or two trifling exceptions. They had apparently collapsed owing to 
internal feuds, jealousies, and an alleged mal-administration of our mu­
nicipal affairs, but have recently been aroused, united and re-organized 
in direct consequence of the result in the City and County of Philadel­
phia, and are now in the field with a complete ticket for the State Legis­
lature and Congress which they count confidently upon carrying. They 
present no candidate for Governor and no electoral ticket. Last April 
the Native American and Whig vote for Mayor-Franklin & Harper3 
combined-showed a majority of 9000 over the Democratic candidate. 
It is the object of certain intriguing leaders of these respective parties 
to effect a combination now on the basis of procuring the support of the 
Native Americans for the Whig electoral and gubernatorial ticket giving 
in return the Whig support to the Native American ticket for Congress 
and the State Legislature. This it will be next to impossible to carry 
into effect fully. Natural obstacles exist which will be increased by our 
friends who are alive to the importance of frustrating this movement. 
Every nerve will be strained on either side. Tammany Hall is confident 
of success in preventing this formidable coalition. Mr Harper the Native 
American Mayor as we have ascertained from private and reliable infor­
mation is active aided by other leading men in his party in the attempt 
to transfer the "Natives" to Clay and expects to succeed in so doing on 
the strength of the fact that the mutual trading capital exists to do it 
with. Each interest is strong on the expectation of its own triumph in 
the great struggle now in progress on this point. After looking over the 
whole ground I cannot avoid differing from both, and it is my deliber­
ate opinion, that the proposed coalition will be carried into effect-not 
fully by any means-but partially-and to an extent which will proba­
bly overturn our undoubted majority of say at least 2.600 on the general 
issues before the people, and give to the Clay electoral ticket in this city 
a majority, uncertain, and to which a reasonable approximation can not 
be made for the reason that these elements are so corrupt their mutual 
interests so varying and their mutual distrust so great that the extent to 
which such a plan would be operative admits of no well grounded opin-
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ion. These last considerations apply measurably to any settled, distinct, 
general opinion upon the whole subject because these causes unite in 
producing a constantly shifting aspect which it is most difficult to fix, 
and in their operation admit of phases varying from day to day. The 
opinion above expressed is in my humble judgment the better opinion 
now, but it may not be so, three or four days hence. 
I regret to be compelled to say that so far as the city is concerned the 
Democratic nominations for Congress and the State Legislature are not 
of a character to strengthen the electoral ticket. The same may be said 
though in a lesser degree of the nominations of the Whigs. Both parties 
have erred here-particularly ours--our best and strongest men should 
have been brought forward and forced to stand. 
A Democratic association started here within a few months known 
as "the Empire Club" (one of those fighting and bullying political clubs 
which disgrace our city politics) some of the leading officers and members 
of which including its President4 are men of reputed and believed sus­
picious and criminal character, and which owing to its reckless boldness 
and activity in the contest has been over-much petted by the Democratic 
press has of late committed some unprovoked outrages upon Whig pro­
cessions and meetings injuring and insulting many quiet persons, (and 
among others Jno. C. Hamilton (son of Alexander Hamilton) who on the 
23d inst was knocked down and damaged by a party of the Empires) . 5 
This course of conduct has re-acted and hurt us a great deal among sober 
and thinking men of our own party, who in a city populated like ours have 
a perfect horror of any approach to banded and collected ruffianism. 
On the other hand great activity and a most confident spirit exist 
among the Democrats in the city and in all parts of the state. The natu­
ralized citizens are all devotion and will poll an almost unanimous and 
greatly increased vote. The accession to our strength from that quarter 
will be larger than is generally supposed. Our city courts are now natu­
ralizing over 60 every day-yesterday between 90 & 100---every man of 
them Democrats. The Native American paper6 and one Whig paper, the 
Express, 7 are publishing the lists daily, a thing unusual and now done 
with an object apparent on its face. 
Many Counties will do nobly. All promise to do better than in 1842 
when we elected Gov Bouck by 22.000. The Whigs are destined to be 
greatly disappointed in their strong-hold, the 8th Senate district. Their 
lowest mark there is 10.500. It will be difficult for them to obtain over 
6.250. Let us instance three counties in that district. Erie gave Harrison 
3.300. It can not give Clay over 2.250. Chatauqua gave Harrison 2.660. 
That figure will be reduced to 1 .800. Genesee gave Harrison 3.000. Since 
'40 Wyoming has been taken from it. Now Genesee & Wyoming together 
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(i.e. the old County of Genesee) will be pushed hard if they roll up com­
bined 1 .900 or 2000. In the powerful County of Onondaga, our central 
county we have sound reasons to anticipate great gains. Tompkins will 
be revolutionized. In St Lawrence alone we shall gain 1550 on the vote 
of 1840. Then the Democrats in that County stayed at home on account 
of Mr Van Buren's course in regard to the affair of the Caroline. 8 Now 
they will all be out. In Jefferson, Oswego, Orleans, Niagara-in all those 
frontier counties where the Anti-British feeling is strong we shall gain 
largely. We shall increase our majorities in Suffolk, Putnam, Rockland 
and other staunch Democratic strong-holds. In some strong Tariff coun­
ties as Rensselaer, Saratoga and others where we are running Congress­
men who acknowledge the principle of protection the local Democratic 
tickets will lead the electoral. Considerations connected with the Direct 
Tax and state-debt-paying policy9 will induce many Whig capitalists to 
vote for Wright on that ground only. Other considerations connected 
with the Canal & Improvement system of the state will induce many 
good democrats to vote for Fillmore. It is my devout hope that the guber­
natorial and electoral tickets will in the aggregate run side and side. A 
score more considerations might be offered but having already occupied 
much more space than I had intended and fearing that I may trespass 
too far on your time, I will conclude by the expression of my unassuming 
though deliberate and candid judgment as to the probable result, which 
is that the full vote of the state will be more nearly polled than ever be­
fore, that the contest will be much closer than either party anticipate, 
that the majority will not exceed from 7/8 to 1 3/4 % on the aggregate 
vote, and that unless the "Native Americans" and Abolitionists support 
the Whig electoral ticket with unexpected and considerable unanimity, 
we shall give you the six and thirty votes of the Empire State. The as­
pect on the whole is therefore a good deal in our favor. Elements exist 
which skilfully and thoroughly combined can beat us. That they will 
combine to a degree sufficient to compass that end is improbable. Still 
it is possible. 
Governor Marcy returned from Pennsylvania two or three days since. 
He expresses a firm conviction that 5000 will be added to Shunk's  ma­
jority. Our friends all unite in the utmost confidence as to the result 
there. For myself I would be glad to compromise for the Governor's 
vote. The result in Pennsylvania known as it will be in the cities of 
New York, Brooklyn, Albany and Troy on the morning of the election 
will exercise a great influence on our large floating vote and may in 
case the Whigs (against all our ad vices) should succeed give them this 
state. If our friends in Pennsylvania only do half so well as the letters 
from men who ought to know in Harris burgh and Philadelphia indicate, 
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we are not authorized to indulge a single apprehension as to the Key 
Stone. 
The leading Whigs of this city Graham (David) Greeley, Reynolds 10 
and others are evidently looking of late with some hope to Virginia. A 
letter from Ritchie Sr. under date of the 14th inst bids us be of good cheer 
and says that the Democratic majority in that ancient commonwealth 
can not be less than 5000. From Maryland the letters of our friends 
promise much. So too from Ohio, and Indiana. The result in Georgia 
affords I trust some evidence of a progressive Democratic sentiment in 
North Carolina, and distinctly foreshadows our triumph in "the Home 
of the Hickories. " 1 1  As things now stand the vote of Tennesee is most 
important. The Whigs here count upon it with entire confidence and 
laugh at me with apparent real sincerity for the distinct expression of a 
contrary opinion. It is my fervent hope and trust that three things will be 
evolved in this momentous canvass. First a decided majority on both the 
electoral and popular votes for our nominees. Second that Tennesee will 
cast her 13 votes for Polk and Dallas. And thirdly that New York will do 
likewise with her six and thirty. Then things would be placed at once in 
that condition most favorable to sustaining triumphantly the four years 
of embittered warfare which will be attempted by our opponents against 
your administration. 
For the views here-in expressed I am alone responsible. They conflict 
in some particulars of importance with the views of older more experi­
enced and more sagacious men. Mr Croswell, Mr Cramer, Gov Bouck, 
Mr Van Buren, and all our other friends feel a greater and some of them 
a much greater degree of confidence than I do, and I would not now 
venture to write with such entire frankness as I have done, were it not 
that the more than kindness, the friendship with which I was treated by 
yourself and Mrs. Polk while in Tennesee have left with me a gratitude 
so warm and an impression so indelible, that whenever it shall be my 
lot to write or speak to you, I shall make bold to do again what I have 
done to day, which is without regard to any interest that may be thereby 
affected, to utter my candid and conscientious convictions. 
On my way down I stopped at Lindenwald whence I scribbled a hasty 
line to your brother William. Mr Van Buren is in excellent health and 
evidently growing fat. It is his opinion that we will carry the state and 
succeed largely in the general National canvass. His confidence is much 
more lively than when I saw him previously a few months since. 
In case you may think fit to honor me with any communication to 
which the words Private or Confidential or both may be prefixed I need 
not say (after the conversation we held on that point) that anything so 
marked shall be sacredly inviolate, not to be seen or the contents in 
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whole or in part divulged to any person, without any exception whatever, 
unless expressly directed to the contrary under your own hand. 
Be pleased to present my most particular and respectful regards to 
Mrs Polk, as also to your mother. 12 Remember me with kindness to Mrs. 
Hayes and the ladies of Mr Walker's family, not forgetting the gallant 
Major, that puissant general who wields the sword of Gideon and his 
excellent lady, the Messrs Walker, Mr. Thomas & Barkley Martin, and 
believe me . . . . 13 
GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private & Confiden­
tial. " 
1. In September of 1844, a Democratic convention meeting in Saginaw, Michi­
gan, nominated James G. Birney as a candidate for the state legislature. On 
November 2, 1844, the Washington National Intelligencer carried a letter pur­
portedly written by James G. Birney to J. B. Garland in which Birney authorized 
Garland to say to the nomination convention, "I am now and ever have been a 
Democrat of the 'Jeffersonian school . ' " It was not until after the election that 
the letter was proved a forgery. 
2. Letters from James G. Birney remarking on his nomination were published 
in the New York Tribune of October 9 and 15,  1844. 
3. Morris Franklin and James Harper. Franklin served in the New York 
House, 1837, and in the New York Senate, 1842-44. Harper, co-founder of 
Harper Brothers publishing house, won election to the mayoralty of New York 
City in 1844; during his one term he created the first organized metropolitan 
police force in the United States. 
4. Reference is to Isaiah Rynders. In 1849 Rynders was involved in an anti­
British riot in New York City that left more than a dozen men dead. He was ar­
rested, tried, and acquitted. In 1857 he was appointed U.S. marshal of the South­
ern District of New York by James Buchanan. On August 28, 1844, Rynders 
wrote a letter informing Polk of his election to honorary membership in the 
Democratic Empire Club of New York City. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
5. The New York Herald of October 24, 1844, reported that members of the 
Empire Club threw lumps of clay at Whig party supporters taking part in a pro­
cession in New York City on October 23, 1844. 
6. Reference probably is to the New York Citizen and American Republican. 
7. Reference is to the New York Express. 
8. In the fall of 1837 William Lyon MacKenzie, an immigrant journalist from 
Scotland and assemblyman for Upper Canada, led an uprising against Cana­
dian authorities. Defeated by British regular and Canadian militia units, he fled 
to safety on the American side of the Niagara River. In January of 1838 hos­
tilities broke out along the Niagara River when British soldiers seized a small 
rebel vessel, the Caroline, which was anchored on the American side of the river. 
Shots were exchanged, several Americans were killed, and MacKenzie's ranks 
were swelled by New York militiamen. Martin Van Buren dispatched Winfield 
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Scott to restore order; both Rensselaer Van Rensselaer, the American leader, and 
MacKenzie were arrested. 
9. In 1842 Michael Hoffman, chairman of the New York House Ways and 
Means Committee, proposed a bill to stop further canal construction in the state 
and to levy a property tax to pay off the state's substantial debt. The bill, popu­
larly known as the "stop and tax act," was passed by the legislature. 
10. David Graham, Horace Greeley, and J. N. Reynolds. A New York criminal 
defense lawyer, Graham wrote a number of treatises on judicial processes relat­
ing to the New York Supreme Court, trial practices in both civil and criminal 
cases, and the organization and jurisdiction of courts of law and equity in New 
York. He served as an alderman of New York City in 1834 and as chairman of 
the General Committee of Democratic Whig Young Men in 1844. Former edi­
tor of the Whig weekly, Log Cabin, Greeley founded the New York Tribune in 
April of 1844. Elected as a Whig to the U.S. House to fill a vacancy, he served 
from December 1848 until March 1849. Subsequently, Greeley ran for the U.S. 
Senate in 1861 and for the U.S. House in 1870 but lost both elections. He was 
also defeated in his bid for the presidency in 1872 by Ulysses S. Grant. Reynolds 
served as president of the Central Clay Committee of New York City during the 
presidential campaign of 1844. 
1 1 .  Reference is to Tennessee's "Old" and "Young" Hickories, Andrew Jack­
son and James K. Polk. 
12. Sarah Childress Polk and Jane Knox Polk. 
13. References are to Ophelia Clarissa Polk Hays, the James Walker fam­
ily, William H. Polk, Gideon J. Pillow, Mary Martin Pillow, James and J. Knox 
Walker, James H. Thomas, and Barkly Martin. A Columbia lawyer and general 
in the Tennessee militia, Pillow played a key role at the 1844 Democratic Na­
tional Convention. He later served as a general officer in the Mexican War and 
commanded a Confederate brigade during the Civil War. Joseph Knox Walker, 
third son of James and Jane Maria Polk Walker, served as a private secretary to 
Polk during his presidency. Walker subsequently practiced law in Memphis and 
represented Shelby and Fayette counties as a Democrat in the Tennessee Senate 
from 1857 until 1859. 
FROM COLLIN S. TARPLEY1 
My Dear Sir Clinton 26th Oct 1844 
Knowing as I do that you are greatly troubled with correspondents 
about this time, it is with much reluctance that I can consent to add to 
your troubles. But the political campaign just about to close in this state 
presents a prospect to gratifying to every Democrat that I cannot forbear 
to congratulate the country upon the anticipated result. We have fought 
the battle bravely nobly and at every point we have met and overcome 
the enemy. Every inch of ground has been contested, every energy of a 
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sinking cause has been displayed, but every where we have triumphed 
and the whigs are forced at last to concede that Missi is a democratic 
state. I have attended mass meetings and addressed the people at var­
ious places particularly in the whig counties of Warren Yazoo & Hinds 
and from a whig majority in those three counties of about 1200 the aggre­
gate majority will not now exceed 300. Every other whig county except 
Adams has been revolutionised and there the majority has been greatly 
diminished. We confidently expect a majority of from 6 to 8000. Missi be­
ing entirely safe I shall spend the coming week amongst the squatters of 
La. where a series of public 1neetings will take place. Such enthusiasm 
has never been seen as these squatters exhibit, and if by proper man­
agement we can carry the Parishes of Carroll & Madison, settled almost 
entirely by squatters, we shall carry Louisiana by a hansome majority. 
These men have always voted with the whig party. Even in the last sum­
mers election 2 they went with that party. But when Clay is presented 
to them with his string of denunciations against them, they cant "go 
it" and they have come out for the democracy; I mean the largest por­
tion of them. I think from the arrangments for next week that we shall 
manufacture democrats out of nearly all the rest of them. As cotton 
has gone down and cotton goods have gone up people begin to inquire 
the cause and trace it to the Tariff of 1842. This has produced very 
many changes. The Texas question also operates finely for our party 
more particularly since it is opposed at the North by the Abolitionists. I 
consider the whole south united upon these questions and if Tennessee 
can prove an exception and support Mr Clay in defiance of principle I 
shall not only lose my respect for the state but consider that John Bell 
spoke truly when he pledged her to stand side by side with the Federal 
State of Massachusetts. The news from Ohio is rather discouraging, but 
I do not yet despair of that state particularly if the Abolitionists will 
stick to Birney; but we can do without her, and if New York goes right 
(Wright) as I doubt not she will the sage of Ashland 3 is again doomed to 
defeat. 
But I will not trespass longer on your valuable time. I merely set out 
to say that the battle in Missi was fought and gallantly won, and before I 
know it I am going out into conjectures about the result of the Election. 
Well pardon me for it has been my study by day and my dreams by night 
ever since the 1st of June. 
1\tly kindest respects to Mrs P. and believe me as ever . . . .  
C. S.  TARPLEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. After reading law in Pulaski under Aaron V. Brown, Tarpley moved to Flo­
rence in 183 1 ;  five years later he moved from Tennessee to Hinds County, Miss. 
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2. Tarpley's reference is to state elections held in Louisiana on July 1, 1844 
to elect congressmen, state legislators, and delegates to a state constitutional 
convention. 
3. Henry Clay. 
TO FERNANDO WOOD 1 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Oct.  26th 1844 
Your letter of the 16th Inst reached me on yesterday. I hope you may 
not be mistaken in the opinion you give of the f[l]attering prospects of 
the Democracy in New York. The moment I saw the effect of the al­
liance between the Native Americans and Whigs in the City and County 
of Philadelphia, I had apprehensions that a similar Union might be at­
tempted in your City. I hope however that our friends in New York being 
apprized of the danger have taken timely and energetic precautionary 
measures to prevent it. 
Our whole democracy here are mistaken, or we will carry this state. 
Never were our party more confident of success. 
I will thank you to forward to me the earliest information of your Elec­
tion returns. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to the City of New York and marked "Private. " 
1. A shipping merchant in New York City, Fernando Wood won election as a 
Tammany Democrat to one term in the U.S. House, 1841--43. He held the post 
of dispatch agent for the State Department at the port of New York from 1844 
until 1847. After serving as mayor of New York City, 1855-58, 1861,  and 1862, 
he won nine terms in the U.S. House, 1863-65 and 1867-81.  
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
(Sunday morn) 
My Dear Sir Nashville Oct 27. 1844 
Immediately on the receipt of yours of Oct 26, 1 communicating an ex­
tract of a letter from Mr. Dallas, 2 Gen Armstrong and myself had an 
interview "upstairs" and concluded to call in your bro: Wm. We thought 
it over and over, read it again and again, discussed it in all its bearings, 
saw the enormity of Clay's course, and came to the conclusion that an 
authentic and authoritative exposure of his double-dealing and especially 
of his offer to sell the South for the abolition votes of New York &c would 
have an all-powerfull effect at this moment in Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Georgia and Tennessee. Especially because (as Mr. Clay acknowledged in 
his letter to Cassius) 3 that any show on his part to favor abolitionism 
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would endanger the whig character of those four States, and especially 
because he has, the better [to] carry out this deceptive rascality (it is 
nothing better) written a long letter to the National lntelligencer pledg­
ing and promising that he would write no more letters on public mat­
ters. 4 
To make an editorial exposure of this, would, in our judgement, 
scarcely accomplish the object. We therefore concluded that if the State 
Central Committee would but make use of it as the State Central Com­
mittee of Penn made use of the letter of Gen. Armstrong & myself ex­
posing the letter of Jones & his cronies, 5 there could be no doubt that it 
would tell with great power in the four States referred to. 
Dr. Robertson being below we called him in as Chairman of the State 
Com. & communicated the whole matter to him. He inclined to the opin­
ion that an editorial would be all sufficient-that all was "well enough" 
&c. Your brother will give you all the particulars. We concluded to sleep 
upon it. 
This morning Gen. A. , Wm. & myself met at the Post office. The im­
portance of an authoritative exposure of this shameful and abominable 
course which Clay has pursued, seems to impress us more deeply than 
ever. Wm. has concluded that it is advisable for him to visit you to-day 
and obta[in] 6 your opinion. We are anxious to load the mails of tomorrow 
night with an authorative exposure signed by the State Committee. 
J. GEo. HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Delivered by hand ofWilliam H. Polk and marked "Confiden­
tial. " Harris' inside address, "Col. Polk, " has been overwritten to read, "Wm. 
Polk. " 
1 .  Polk's letter has not been found. 
2. See George M. Dallas to Polk, October 16, 1844. 
3. Harris' reference is to Henry Clay's letter to Cassius M. Clay of September 
18, 1844. See Leonard P. Cheatham to Polk, September 29, 1844. 
4. Harris' reference is to Henry Clay's letter to the editors of the Washing­
ton National Intelligencer of September 23, 1844. See William Taylor to Polk, 
October 17, 1844. 
5. See John K. Kane to Polk, October 13, 1844. 
6. Portion of one word obliterated by sealing wax oil. 
FROM SAMUEL P. CALDWELL 
Dear Sir Memphis Oct. 28th 1844 
Believing that the vote of Shelby Cty: is of the highest importance in 
the approaching election, I have concluded that a fair account of her po­
litical feeling would be interesting. The County exclusive of Memphis 
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will do better for the democrats than it ever has. This fact I know. As to 
the City of Memphis, we will battle for it with a resolution and confidence 
never approximated in this place. We will increase our strength greatly 
here. This I also know. The numerous and spirited displays of the 
democrats here, have thrown the Whigs here into the greatest conster­
nation, accustomed as they have been to carry the city with little or no 
oppostion. The only advantage the whigs have of us, is, that the new cit­
izens are considerably in their favor. Of the old vote we will gain largely. 
Mr. Topp nor any other person can rein over the democrats here as 
formerly. The democrats of this place have been very much brow beaten 
heretofore. But now, we are respected as a party. 
The vote of Tennessee will evidently have great influence in the com­
ing election whic fact we have not overlooked and I trust that the demo­
crats in the other portions of the State will not. The Hon: Robert J. 
Walker, passed here yesterday on his way home. He gives the most pleas­
ing account of the North. He says New York is safe by many thousands. 
No combinations, can prevent our success there. We are ready and eager 
for the fight. Shelby will do her duty. 
David Craighead has been here and done much good. He is the most 
effective Stumper, who has been amongst us. The dmnocrats are taking 
all the bets they can get, on the general result even . Fear not for the 
Western District. All is well here. 
SAMUEL P. CALDWELL 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM DAVID T. DISNEY 
Dr Sir Cincinnati 28 Oct 1844 
I have the pleasure of acknowledging the receipt of your favour. 1 
On last evening I returned from Columbus our seat of state of Gov­
ernment where I had an opportunity of seeing many of our friends from 
different parts of the state. We have fairly and fully compared notes 
and I believe are ready now for the shock of battle. At last however as 
I wrote you before all depends upon the vote of the abolitionists. And 
how they will go no man can tell, for the simple reason that they do not 
know themselves. They are agitated by diverse counsels and antagonist 
influences. The whigs are using every means to secure them and you 
may well believe that we are not idle. Indeed Ohio never witnessed such 
a contest as the one we are now engaged in. The two great parties are so 
nicely balanced that a straw may decide the fight. 
The result in our northern counties at our October election developed 
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an antagonist influence which I fear from the connexion and intimacy 
which exists between that part of our state and western New York, is 
also at work in New York. I allude to the movements of the Whig aboli­
tionists. It was them who beat us in Ohio and I dread their movements 
in New York. I have however written to some of our friends in that state 
warning them of what they may expect, in the hopes that they may not 
be deceived as we were. 
Our ad vices from Indiana confirms the belief that it will be carried by 
the democracy. 
There is one matter connected with our own state which I have not 
breathed to any person but which may become important. In the event 
of its going for Clay and that being decisive of the contest. I am satisfied 
that her vote can be contested on fair broad and substantial grounds. 
How far it would be expedient to do so is another question and will be 
judged of hereafter. I merely hint the matter to you at this time in order 
that you may not be surprised if the course of events should decide us to 
make the effort to throw out her vote. 
D. T. DISNEY 
P.S. I shall write you by every mail giving the vote so far as our state is 
concerned. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Polk's letter has not been found. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Sir, Nashville October 28. 1844 
We have just given notice in the Union of tomorrow that Mr. A. G. 
Jewett 1 of Maine who came to our town a day or two ago as a volunteer 
will speak at Franklin, Spring Hill, and attend your great rally at Mt. 
Pleasant on Saturday. We have caused handbills of his appointments to 
be sent on, some of which accompany this letter. 
Mr. Jewett made a very good speech at the Court House last night, and 
has gone to Lebanon to-day with Dr. Duncan 2 to attend the mass meeting 
there to-morrow. Our Military Companies have gone with them, so we 
shall make quite an invasion of Wilson. Dr. Duncan goes from Lebanon 
to Hartsville 31st, Gallatin 3 1st where he will probably be met by Gov. 
Pope3 who did not arrive here last night as expected. 
General Armstrong has just written to Messrs Potter and McKissek 4 
at Spring Hill, forwarding handbills to them containing Jewett's ap­
pointments -also a -letter to Park and Bradley5 at Franklin giving notice 
of his apts. at Franklin. 
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Our canvass for this county goes on finely. We thoroughly, efficiently 
organised and we confidently expect to reduce the whig majority one to 
two hundred. 
From the signs in New York I cannot believe the enemy will succeed in 
their late attempts to trade with the factions. If they do, it is my belief 
that the South will save us. 
J. GEo. HARRIS 
[Addendum] 
I have received the hand Bills & printed Notices and cannot find Heiss. 
I send the bills, Those for Spring Hill & Franklin. I send them & for Mt 
Pleasant to you. [Robert Armstrong] 6 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Albert G. Jewett, lawyer with an extensive practice in Bangor, Maine, was 
appointed charge d'affaires to Peru in 1845. 
2 .  Alexander Duncan, a Cincinnati physician, sat for several terms in both 
the Ohio House and Senate, 1828--34; he served three terms in the U. S. House, 
1837-41 and 1843-45. 
3. John Pope, a lawyer, served several terms in the Kentucky House before 
his election to one term in the U. S. Senate in 1807. He later won election to 
two terms in the Kentucky Senate, 1825-29; went to Arkansas as territorial 
governor, 1829-35; and served three terms in the U. S. House, 1837-43. 
4. Harris' references probably are to James 0. Potter and Spivey McKissack. 
Prior to succeeding Pleasant Nelson as circuit court clerk in Maury County in 
1844, Potter served as postmaster at Spring Hill. An early settler in Spring Hill 
and a leading merchant, McKissack had served as the town's first mayor. 
5. Harris' references probably are to James Park and Thomas H. Bradley; 
they have not been identified further. 
6. Robert Armstrong wrote the last two sentences of the addendum on the 
inside fold of Harris' cover sheet. 
FROM SAMUEL H. LAUGHLIN 
My dear Sir, Nashville, Oct. 28, 1844 
I think with only two or three rather short Editorials, two being pref­
aces merely to articles from the Yeoman and Globe, in reference to Clay 
and Adams, 1 and the other a brief call for the last Rally meeting here 
next Monday, 2 that I have made the best paper for immediate effect, 
with just time to circulate before the election, that we have made for 
several weeks. The enclosed came to-night from Indiana. 3 To-day, to 
appear in the morning, Col. Harris wrote the article you will see in the 
Union on the same subject, which goes out in time to do good here and 
south, but not in time, as we calculate it, to do harm north. 4 The evi-
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dences of this damnable combination I think are sufficient. Dr. Duncan, 
still here, thinks the abolition matter in no event can be as injurious as 
we have been led to fear. The event is with God and the people. The 
same exposure that goes out in the Daily Union of tomorrow morning, 
went out south to-day in the Weekly. 
I have a letter from Gen. Haralson of Georgia, pledging a large in­
crease of the late vote in that state. 
I have a letter from Twyman, 5 an able Virginia politician, dated from 
Albemarle, giving most sensible calculations of results all over that state, 
proving as I think clearly, that our majority in the Old Dominion must 
be at least 4500 at lowest, and possibly between 6 and 7 thousand. He 
writes after consultations with some of the first men of the state. 
A letter from Judge Bowlin of 22nd instant, written at the close of Col. 
Bentons speech in St. Louis, and after he had seen its effects, gives an 
account of that speech, so as to make it appear even stronger for you 
than the Missourian's Report, which you will have seen. 6 I know by the 
letter, that Benton feels the awkwardness of his position most keenly, 
and that in coming back, in the event of your election, he will set up 
instantly as one of the main stays of your administration. Bowlin says 
Len Sims, when he goes into the next Congress, will be a pure radical 
democrat-a fully reclaimed man. 7 
Gov. Yell writes me from Waxhaws, Arkansas, (where is Waxhaws?) 
since his election, that he will keep the field till the close of the war, and 
that Arrington, a popular lawyer, whom we have gained from the Whig 
Electoral ticket to which he was regularly nominated, is also in the field 
for us, being a popular speaker. 8 These are things, however, where all is 
safe. 
Mr. A. G. Jewett, who is here from Maine, whom Gen. Pillow will re­
member as a leading member of the Convention at Baltimore, brings 
good news from the East. He spoke several times as he came out in the 
interior of N. York, and at Louisville. Croswell, in his letter of introduc­
tion, calls him "excellent friend," and says he is an able man, ready to 
speak and fight for and with us here, up to the election. He will go to 
work. He has great desire to make your, and Gen. Jackson's acquain­
tance. 
Croswell in writing, and Cramer who also writes for the Argus in a 
letter of two days earlier date and who wrote for documents which I 
have sent to him, speak confidently and confidentially of certain success 
in New York. 
Danforth, Gen. Jackson's and Mr. Van Buren's Collector at Provi­
dence, who was beheaded by Gen. Harrison, and who is President of a 
Democratic Association, in sending me Dorr' s Trial, and thanking me for 
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the Vindication, 9 Humphrey's Corruption Proofs, 10 and a bundle of the 
most important Nos. of our Banner which I sent him, says they are hope­
lessly under Algerine Dominion in Rhode Island, and that they know 
there, that if Clay is elected, that Gov. Dorr will be put instantly to hard 
convict labor. He says they have issued an Expose of the matter in a pam­
phlet, and in their democratic papers, which his Association are sending 
all over New England. 11 He says he is the principal writer for the Repub­
lican Herald, and has published a large part of my letter to him, being 
answers to enquiries as to what sort of man you are morally, religiously, 
and as a "lawful and justifiable owner of slaves. "  12 These words were 
in the enquiries. He says our chance is excellent in Connecticut, and 
that we will run the Whigs to the eyes in Massachusetts. Of New York, 
though I suppose his means of information are not better than ours, he 
entertains no no doubt. 
H. C. Williams, under Gen. Dawson's frank, 13 has sent to use here, to 
Gen. Armstrong, and myself, copies of some of the villain Willis Green's 
last Roorbacks. 14 As I use a frank, taken off one of Owens speeches, 
thereby saving you postage, and they may not have been sent to you, I 
send you a specimen of each. I know you preserve such things, for future 
reference, and as part of the History of the times. Williams in writing, 
under date of the 20th, says Joe Gales 15 had been heard privately to say 
to a friend, since the Pennsylvania Election, that Clay's case was gone, 
but that they must and would fight it out. Jewett says, all intelligent 
democrats in the North, think the contest settled for us-in our favor. 
I know you are worried to death with letters, and the intense pain and 
affliction I have suffered, more than I have ever suffered on any account 
of my own or any man's before, on account of your dissatisfaction and 
displeasure about the publication of the Col. Polk papers, and when I 
thought I was doing what was for the best as much as if my soul's sal­
vation had depended on it, has been a reason why I have not, when I 
had occasional leisure from writing to others, written you oftener, or 
several times asked your advice in relation to several matters in which 
I have ventured to pursue my own judgment, always being cautious of 
saying too much, for fear of Comprietting 16 some one, or giving a handle 
to enemies, when perhaps I ought to have said more. I have permitted 
base, vile, absolute lies in regard to myself to pass unheeded, unwilling 
to make any new issue, or to connect in the smallest degree your inter­
ests, or the interests of the party to be trammelled in any manner in my 
humble and unimportant affairs. I state these matters now, because the 
war is nearly ended, and I have nothing to ask or wish, but to be cor­
rectly understood. I have had to do, and to bear, and forbear, with a very 
disagre.eable, and very selfish man as a publisher, 17  who was always op-
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posed to publishing many things which I desired, and nothing more than 
the whole of the extended and continued Col. Polk papers-because, af­
ter most of them had once appeared, he thought the case so clearly and 
strongly settled, that no harm could be done to us in the case. In the 
end, I did not get in near so much of Mr. Haywoods admirable report as 
I desired, not because the full defence needed it, but is due to Haywood 
and North Carolina. I manifested my own wishes and earnestness, by 
going to Warren and Van Buren, taking part of the proofs with my own 
hand, and coming back to my post here in three days and nights.  M­
ter stating these matters in self justification, and which altogether have 
cost me sleepless nights and much sorrow, I will never trouble you by the 
slightest reference to them hereafter. My whole hopes and prospects in 
life having been crushed and destroyed by providential afflictions in the 
last few years, 18 leaves me but little to desire except the good opinion of 
good men as I shall deserve it by my acts and motives. To have this, and 
deserve it, would be all the riches I would covet-with it I would esteem 
myself rich in the midst of poverty. Excuse all this-it is the last word I 
shall ever say to you on the subject . . . .  
S.H.L. 
P.S. If you shall answer this letter, unless by return mail, please direct to 
McMinnville, as I shall be there after leaving here on Saturday morning, 
until Wednesday of next week, when I shall return here to aid in posting 
up the books til all the returns come in. S.H.L. 19 
ALI. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on October 29, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. The article from the Frankfort Kentucky Yeoman dealt with Henry Clay's 
refusal to pay the gambling and tavern debts of his son Thomas. The Washington 
Globe article reviewed the long-standing disagreement between John Q. Adams 
and Andrew Jackson over the Adams-Onis treaty of 1819. 
2. On Monday, November 4, 1844, the Democrats met to make preparations 
for the "security and purity of the ballot box" in Nashville and Davidson County. 
3. Enclosure not found. 
4. On October 29, 1844, the Nashville Union ran an article with the caption, 
''Alarming Facts. The Last Bargains of the Great Bargainer. " Drawing on in­
formation from "unquestionable authorities at New York and Philadelphia, " the 
Nashville Union charged that Henry Clay had attempted to strike bargains with 
the abolitionists of New York and with both the immigrants and Native Ameri­
cans of Philadelphia. 
5. Reference probably is to Travis J. Twyman, who served one term in the 
Virginia General Assembly for Madison County, 184 7-48. 
6. Laughlin's reference is to Thomas H. Benton's speech at St. Louis on Oc­
tober 19, 1844. In that speech Benton condemned Tyler's annexation treaty but 
gave his support to the annexation of Texas and Oregon. 
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7. Leonard H. Sims, a Missouri Democrat, served one term in the U. S. House, 
1845-47. 
8.  A lawyer and poet, Alfred W. Arrington served briefly in the Arkansas legis­
lature; in 1844 he was nominated an elector on the Whig ticket, but he withdrew 
his name and declared himself a Democrat. Soon after the election, he moved to 
Texas. 
9. Nashville Vindication pamphlet. 
10. Laughlin's reference probably is to materials relating to Henry Clay's 
alledged "corrupt bargain" in 1825. On March 12,  1844, West H. Humphreys 
wrote Polk that the Democrats intended to publish a pamphlet on the "corrupt 
bargain. " ALS. DLC-JKP. Humphreys' pamphlet is not identified further. 
1 1 .  The Dorr Expose is not identified further. 
12.  Laughlin's letter to Walter R. Danforth, published in the Providence Re­
publican Herald, is not identified further. 
13. Hampton C. Williams and probably John B. Dawson. A native of Georgia, 
Williams was a clerk in the Bureau of Construction, an office in the Navy De­
partment, and a party operative. A native of Tennessee, Dawson won election 
in 1826 as major general of the Louisiana militia; he subsequently served two 
terms in the U.S. House, 1841-45. 
14. A Kentucky Whig, Willis Green served three terms in the U.S. House, 
1839-45. Since the adjournment of Congress, he had supervised Whig commit­
tee activities in Washington City. On October 18, 1844, the Washington Globe 
charged that Green and the committee had sent out bundles of pamphlets and 
handbills "consisting of all sorts of libels" against Polk. In the next issue, James 
Towles and C. P. Sengstack of the Democratic Association attacked, in particu­
lar, a pamphlet reviving allegations about the use of British gold to buy votes for 
Polk and Dallas. 
15.  Joseph Gales, Jr. , and William W. Seaton published the Washington Daily 
National Intelligencer, the Register of Debates in Congress, the Annals of Con­
gress, and American State Papers. Gales served three terms as mayor of Wash­
ington City, 1827-1830. 
16. Misspelling of the archaic word "compromiting. " 
17 .  John P. Heiss 
18. Laughlin probably refers to the death of his wife, Mary C. Bass Laughlin, 
in 1840 and that of his daughters, Cora Kezer and Isabella Laughlin, in 1842. 
19. Laughlin wrote his postscript in the upper left-hand corner of the first 
page of his letter. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Oct. 28. 1844 
I attended the speaking at Trundles 1 on the 25th & handed your letter 
to A. V. Brown 2 & he directed me to be very sure to tell some friend the 
condition of things in Jefferson County that it may be distinctly known 
& understood at Nashville when the votes are counted out there. 
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Major Newman 3 was at the county election last spring re-elected Sher­
iff of that county gave bond & security which were approved & he duly 
sworn into office, & has continued to perform its duties till the first Mon­
day in this month at the county court ten magistrates being present out 
of thirty they pretended to remove him & elected over him a new sheriff 
to whom they directed Newman to hand over his official papers, Jail-key 
&c. He refused to do so, holds on to his office & has taken the necessary 
measures for holding the election 5th Nov. The new sheriff intends also 
to open a poll at each precinct. Our friends have been advised & have 
determined to vote at each poll. The Whigs generally say Newman is 
not sheriff & as he is said to have turned out on account of his change 
to Democracy it is believed that party efforts will be made to get them 
all to vote at the poll of Parrott 4 the new Sheriff. Newman has taken 
counsel from a Whig Attorney who has advised him to continue to act. 
He has since his reelection avowed himself a Democrat & it is believed 
that is the reason why he has been superseded. This circumstance has 
disaffected a great many Whigs who had voted for him & some that had 
not, & Brown believes we will not be beaten more than five hundred 
votes there. But some one (the Secretary of State?) has to compare the 
returns. Whose poll will be counted? Our friends have taken the best 
advice & are making every exertion, & using every caution to have their 
votes counted. If the poll of Newman is the correct & lawful one & I cant 
see how it can be otherwise the Whig vote will be vastly diminished. I 
promised him to give the case as it stands so that if any thing is to be 
done at Nashville, they may be prepared to act in time. 
Brown is the best speaker decidedly I have heard during the canvass, 
& made a decided impression wherever he has been. A. R. Crozier, who 
has accompanied him the whole round & has assisted him occasionally 
says so. They were met Friday by a delegation from Louisville, were 
to breakfast Saturday at Maryville & be joined there by a large body of 
voters & go on immediately after to Louisville to the speaking. They will 
have had quite a crowd. Brown told me after he had read your letter that 
he would certainly be at the Meeting (was it at Shelbyville?) in time on 
the 2nd, to take part in the discussion there. 
I have no advices from McClung-presume he has certainly deter­
mined to come. Our friends are much encouraged every where I hear 
from & are relaxing nothing from their exertions. A barbacue 30 & 31 
at Panther Springs will close the campaign in that quarter. Haynes & 
Johnson 5 both to be there. 
J. G. M. RAMSEY 
P.S. Since writing the above yours of the 22 have been received. 6 The 
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notice for public speaking for Turney & Brown I will forward by mail 
to day to Kingston but he will be at Shelbyville even if it should not 
reach him, & the other suggestions have all been attended to. I add this 
post-script principally to say that I have just received a note from A. 
R. Crozier requesting me to write that the paper published in Lincoln, 
the Fayetteville Democrat or Spartan 7 has still got the electoral ticket 
wrong. We have all written & cant get it corrected. It may loose us 
at least a thousand votes. Crozier also wishes me to have some one at 
Nashville apprised of the state of things in Jefferson county. I have de­
tailed it above, but I will write to you more fully giving the latest aspect 
of the case so soon as he returns from Panther Springs. He starts in the 
morning & will see & confer with every friend we have at that barbacue. 
He is prepared to give wise & safe counsel. If Newman is not enjoined as 
is threatened we will get 5 or 600 votes & if he is the vote may be even 
larger. J.G.M.R. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Reference i s  to Trundell's Cross Roads. 
2. Reference probably is to a letter from Polk to Aaron V. Brown of October 
21 ,  1844. Letter not found. 
3. Benjamin F. Newman served three terms as Jefferson County sheriff, 1840-
46. 
4. M. J. Parrott served one term as sheriff of Jefferson County, 1846-48. 
5. Andrew Johnson. 
6. Letters not found. 
7. Not identified further. 
FROM JULIUS W BLACKWELL 
Athens, Tenn. October 29, 1844 
Blackwell writes that Rowles and P. B. Anderson 1 will probably meet McClung 
in Chattanooga. He assures Polk that the "Democrats are wide awake and 
full of hope, and are active. "  Acknowledging the lack of his own appointments, 
Blackwell tells Polk that he has met the Whigs at county militia musters. He 
believes that his most effectual service has been to frank and distribute "doc­
uments sent me by thousands from Washington City and from Nashville. "  He 
reports optimistically on Polk's chances in East Tennessee. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. An Athens lawyer, Pierce B. Anderson represented McMinn County as a 
Democrat in the Tennessee House from 1843 to 184 7. 
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TO CLEMENT C. CLAY 
My Dear Sir Columbia Oct. 29th 1844 
I learn from Majr Lewis 1 who returned to day that you will be at Chap­
pel Hill on thursday. I learn further that two Whig orators 2 of this town 
were in that part of the country on saturday last, and misrepresented my 
votes on the Pension Bill. 3 Mr. Hancock 4 will deliver this note to you, as 
also the Journal of Congress, containing my votes, and I must ask you 
to correct the misrepresentation. On page 793-4, you will find my vote 
recorded in favour of the Bill, which passed and which is now the law, un­
der which the old-soldiers have ever since, and now draw their pensions. 
I voted for the Bill but the Journal shows that John Bell, and Daniel 
L. Barringer, 5 both now Whig candidates for Elector, in this State, (the 
latter for this District) voted against it. These men and their party now 
falsely charge me with doing what they themselves did. You can turn 
the tables upon them and put them to defending. 
You will see on page 792 that a motion was made to extend the pension 
to all who served three instead of six months. The Previous question was 
1noved, the effect of which (if carried) was to cut off the amendment. I 
voted against ordering the main question, that is to preserve the amend­
ment. The Previous question was carried & I voted for the Bill. At page 
820 the Bill was finally passed, without the yeas and nays being taken. 
The fraud and deception which these Whig orators practice on the peo­
ple is this. At that Session, there were two Pension Bills before Congress, 
the one originating in the House & the other in the Senate. The House 
Bill was taken up first. Pending its consideration a motion was made 
to include the defenders of the frontier in the Indian wars: I voted for 
this amendment but it was rejected. You voted with me. (See Journal 
page 679.) A motion was made to include the soldiers who fought at 
King's Mountain & Guilford Court House. I voted for this amendment 
but it was rejected. You voted with me (See Journal page 679, 680).  A 
motion was made to include the Widows of those who fell in battle. I 
voted for this mnendment, but it was rejected. You voted with me (See 
Journal page 689) . All these amendments being rejected, I voted against 
the Bill, & so did you, and so did dohn Bell & every 1nember of the Ten­
nessee delegation except Arnold6 (See Journal page 691) .  This was on 
the 1st of May 1832 . On the 24th of May 1832, the Senate's Bill, was 
taken up. I voted for it . It passed, and is now the law of the land. Now 
these Whig orators quote the vote on the 1st of May 1832, on the House 
Bill and take special care to suppr[ess_l 7 my vote for the Senate Bill that 
passed on t[he] 24th May 1832, about three weeks afterwards. I wish 
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you would take pains to make this plain & to expose them. You can truly 
state that both Clay & Frelinghuysen, 8 voted against extending the Pen­
sion system to the Indian fighters &c. ,  whereas I voted in favour of such 
extension. If you speak at Cedar Springs on thursday evening as Majr 
Lewis informs me you will, I will be obliged to you to make the same 
exposition and then deliver the Journal back to Mr Hancock to bring to 
me. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. NeD. Addressed to Chapel Hill, Tenn. ,  and marked "Private. " 
1. Micajah G. Lewis operated a tavern in Columbia; previously he had held a 
part-interest in the Columbia Observer, 1834-35. 
2. Not identified further. 
3. See Cave Johnson to Polk, September 4, 1844. 
4. Probably Stephen M. Hancock, a Democrat and Polk supporter from Maury 
County. 
5 .  A lawyer from Raleigh, N.C., Barringer served as a Democrat in the North 
Carolina House, 1813-14 and 1819-22, and in the U.S. House, 1826-35; he 
moved to Bedford County, Tennessee, in 1836. Having changed to the Whig 
Party, Barringer lost his 1839 Congressional race to Harvey M. Watterson. Elect­
ed to one term in the Tennessee House, 1843-45, Barringer served in that session 
as House Speaker. 
6. Formerly a resident of Knoxville, Thomas D. Arnold moved to Greene 
County, where he practiced law; he won election to two terms in the U.S. House, 
1 83 1-33 and 1841-43. 
7. One word here and one below obliterated by sealing wax oil . 
8. Selected by the Whigs as Henry Clay's running mate in 1844, Theodore 
Frelinghuysen of New Jersey served in numerous positions of public trust: state 
attorney general, 1817-29; U.S. senator, 1829-35; mayor of Newark, 1837-38; 
chancellor of New York University, 1839-50; and president of Rutgers College, 
1850-62. Active in many private organizations, he served as vice-president of 
the American Colonization Society and as vice-president of the American Sunday 
School Union. 
FROM JOHN McKEON 
My Dear Sir, New York Oct 29. 1844 
This week opens brightly for the Democratic cause in this City. Last 
night at Tammany Hall we had an immense meeting & I addressed the 
immense multitude and gave them a statement of my journey to the 
West, my interview with Genl Jackson & told them of Jackson's intense 
anxiety for your success. I asked them if they were willing to allow Clay 
to triumph over the Old Hero. Were they ready to disappoint Andrew 
Jackson in the last wish expressed by him to me that New York should 
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not desert Polk & Dallas. You should have heard the shouts the cries 
of "we will not. " I told them the truth of the Roorback fiction & also 
stated that I had held in my own hands the commission of your ances­
tor. 1 The greatest spirit prevailed and every thing augured well. Al­
though the rain fell in torrents there was not only a large meeting but a 
great procession. Another movement is a meeting of the Native Ameri­
cans. I send you the Herald from which you will learn that upwards of 
1500 Natives proclaim their determination to go for Polk & Dallas. 2 At a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the Natives a few evenings since 
a resolution was passed that in the procession which is to take place the 
5th Nov. 3 no banner making any allusion to either of the Presidential 
candidates shall be borne. This shows they will not coalesce. We have 
every hope & belief that the Democratic Natives will sustain our Presi­
dential candidates. Our people are ready to make any sacrifices to save 
our Presidential electors and I am prepared to see every thing lost ex­
cept them and the Governor. I congratulate myself on the advice I gave 
you some months since. The opposite course to that so wisely pursued 
by you might have kept the natives against us. As it is they will go with 
us on President and desert us on almost every thing else. 
I have no doubt but Pennsylvania will go right. I am aware that the 
Whigs are working hard to produce a change but it will be in vain. The 
Whigs here have raised a large sum I hear but our friends have also been 
making subscriptions and I understand have succeeded thus far very 
well. The Whigs will have a grand procession on tomorrow evening. 4 
They have called a meeting of the Whig lawyers with Dudley Selden 5 & 
others in the head to join the procession. I have in connexion with others 
called a meeting of the Democratic lawyers for the purpose of countering 
with our procession. 6 
Let not our friends be disheartened. I feel confident of the "great here­
after. " 
JoHN McKEoN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  McKeon probably refers to Ezekiel Polk's commission as a captain i n  the 
South Carolina militia during the Revolutionary War. 
2 .  Reference is to an article in the New York Herald of October 29, 1844. 
3. The Native American party cancelled its November 4th procession because 
of rain. 
4. Details of the Whig procession held in New York City on October 30, 1844, 
were reported the following day in the New York Herald. 
5. A New York lawyer, Dudley Selden served one term in the N ew York House, 
183 1 ,  and one term in the U.S. House, 1833-34. 
6. New York City Democrats held a torchlight procession on the evening of 
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November 1, 1844; details of their parade were reported the following day in the 
New York Herald. 
FROM SYLVESTER S. SOUTHWORTH 1 
New York City. October 29, 1844 
Southworth writes that Polk can count on receiving New York's electoral vote 
and notes that there are three thousand names on the Native American party's 
recent manifesto vowing support for Polk and Dallas. 2 Throughout the cam­
paign he has kept up a constant correspondence with the Nashville Union but 
now plans to change his signature. 3 Southworth believes that the Native Amer­
ican movement has "united the whole adopted population together. " 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Employed as an inspector in the New York customs house, Southworth 
wrote for the New York Aurora in 1844; formerly he had served as a Washington 
City correspondent for newspapers in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and Boston. 
2. See John McKeon to Polk, October 29, 1844. 
3. Southworth corresponded regularly with the Nashville Union beginning 
on June 18, 1844; he wrote under the pseudonym, 'ITohn St. Tammany. " In the 
Union of November 9, 1844, "St. Tammany" announced the conclusion of his 
correspondence and introduced his successor, "R.R.R. " 
TO CAVE JOHNSON 
[Dear Sir: ]  [Columbia, Tenn.]  October 30, 1844 
In the present aspect of probable results in the several States, it has 
become vastly important that we should carry Tennessee. If possibly 
we should lose New York, the vote of Tennessee may and probably will 
decide the contest in the Union. My friends in New York write to me 
up to the 16th Inst. expressing great confidence that they will carry 
that State, but they may be mistaken. A powerful effort is now mak­
ing to induce the Natives and Abolitionists to unite with the Whig party 
proper. If this movement is successful and a complete union of these 
factions with the Whigs shall be effected, the contest in New York will 
be close and the result doubtful. I think the following states may be put 
down as reasonably sure for the Democracy-to wit-Maine, N. Hamp­
shire, Pennsylvania, Virginia, S. Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Missis­
sippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, and Indiana. 
These States give 134 electoral votes, and if we carry Little Delaware (for 
which our chances are best) we will have 137 electoral votes, or within 
one vote of enough to make our election, it requiring 138 electoral votes 
to make choice by the Colleges. 
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Our opponents must carry all of the five closely contested States of 
Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, N. Carolina, and Ohio, and also both 
New York and Tennessee, to enable them to succeed. If they lose any one 
of them, they will be defeated. They think they will carry the five first 
States named. Of New York and Tennessee they have more doubt. 
How vastly important therefore is it, that we shall carry Tennessee. 
We can and we must save her, but to do it will require our whole energy, 
and the unceasing labour of every man whether he be a debater or not, 
every hour until the election is over. My information satisfies me the 
State is now safe, but by a close vote, and if we lose her it will be by the 
superior vigilence of our opponents, or by fraudulent and illegal voting. 
There is great danger of double voting and of imported Whig votes from 
Kentucky. Two or more active men should be appointed to watch every 
poll and challenge suspected persons who offer to vote. Let every man 
who offers to vote out of the Civil District in which he resides-be sworn 
that he has not voted at any other place and that he will not offer to vote 
at any other place in that election. This is very important and especially 
in the border and strong \Vhig Counties. For the few remaining days 
before the election, I hope that our leading friends at Clarksville will 
mount their horses and ride through Robertson and Montgomery and 
have these suggestions carried out. Let our friends ride on Saturday 
and 1\ionday through every [ . . . ] 1 District, see every Democratic voter, 
and urge him to attend the polls. Let not Democrat, not one remain at 
home on the day of the election. I make these suggestions to you be­
cause I am deeply impressed with their importance, and because if they 
are observed throughout the State, we must I think carry the State by a 
handsome majority. 
JAMES K. POLK 
P.S. After writing this letter, it occurred to me that you might be absent 
at the Gallatin meeting on Friday, and therefore I address it jointly to 
yourself and Mr. Garland. 
PL. Published in THM, I, p. 253. Probably addressed jointly to Cave Johnson 
and Hudson S. Garland in Gallatin, Tenn. ,  and marked "Confidential ."  
1 .  Bracketed ellipsis previously supplied. 
FROM KENEDY LONERGAN 1 
Cincinnati, Ohio. October 30, 1844 
Lonergan reports that John Y Mason 2 thinks Virginia is safe. Lonergan ex­
plains that Ohio Democrats lost their recent state elections by about a thousand 
votes because the "Democratie liberty men" did not vote and the "liberty Whigs" 
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did. He assures Polk that no Liberty party men will vote for a slaveholder for 
president; thus he predicts a Democratic victory in the state. Lonergan claims 
that of the 480 people in Cincinnati who have become naturalized citizens since 
the last election " 19 out of 20 of them are Democrats. "  
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Kenedy Lonergan was an Irish construction contractor on the Hiwassee 
Railroad, 1837-39. 
2.  John Y. Mason served as a member of the U.S. House, 183 1--1837 ;  as U.S. 
district judge for the eastern district of Virginia, 1837-1844; as secretary of the 
navy, 1844-45 and 1846-49; and as U.S. attorney general, 1845--46. 
TO JAMES HAMILTON, JR. 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. Oct 31st 1844 
I had the pleasure some days ago, to receive your very acceptable and 
friendly letter of the 13th lnst 1 giving returns of the Georgia election, for 
which I thank you. I had learned from nurnerous other sources, the fact 
which you state, that Mr Calhoun and his friends had given a very cordial 
support to our ticket, throughout the canvass, and need not say to you 
that I am much gratified that is so. A few days more will decide the great 
contest in which we are engaged, and it would be useless to indulge in 
speculations as regards the probable result. I will say however, that our 
prospects for success, as I have them from my nun1erous correspondents, 
are of a cheering character. My friends in New York write to me most 
confidently that they will carry that state. Great efforts are however now 
being made by the Federal leaders to unite the Natives & Abolitionists 
with the Whig party proper. If these efforts shall be successful, and a 
complete union shall be effected between these factions and the Whigs, 
the contest in New York will be close and the result doubtful. If we carry 
New York the contest will be settled. If we loose her, and carry any one 
of the six closely contested states of Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, 
N. Carolina, Ohio or Tennessee, I think we will still succeed. All our 
information in this state justifies the confident belief that we will carry 
her, though by a close vote. 
I shall be pleased My Dear Sir: to hear from you again, whenever your 
leisure may permit. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. ScCleU-JCC. Addressed to Savannah, Ga. and marked "Private. "  
1 .  See James Hamilton, Jr. , t o  Polk, October 1 3 ,  1844. 
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FROM SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 
My Dear Sir, Canton 31  October 1844 
Your very acceptable favor of the 19th 1 reached me this morning. I 
hasten to give you a very brief answer, so that the results of which I 
speak may not go before my letter. 
My position is truly one which I desired most extremely to avoid, but 
the command of my friends ended my resistance. I will not pretend to 
believe that I am not fairly popular with the democracy of this State, and 
with the true and faithful portion I have no doubt I shall receive the most 
faithful, and a very cordial support, but with the untrue portion, those 
whose politics hang upon Banks, canals, rail roads, and other like local, 
and personal, and corporate interests, I never was, and never expect to 
be a favorite. I shall not, therefore, add the strength to the combined 
tickets which some of my too partial friends hoped and believed, and yet 
I am satisfied I shall be as well supported as any candidate could be in 
this contest. I shall be disappointed if you do not get more votes in the 
State than I do, and for the simple reason that these local interests do 
not touch you. Yet I believe we shall both get a majority over our whig 
competitors, though not large. Our contest is such an one as I have 
never seen before, and many degrees are added to its desperation every 
day now, as the time for the trial so nearly approaches. 
If you have noticed our cause on the Tariff, you will understand me, 
when I tell you I think we have gained rather than lost by that ques­
tion. We have treated the matter fairly and frankly and honestly, and 
addressed the intelligence and judgements and personal knowledge, ob­
servation, and experience of all classes of our citizens upon it. Our great­
est obstacle, at the start, was to explain away, and remove from their 
minds, certain arbitrary and ill chosen terms, such as "anti-tariff," "free 
trade,"and the like, and to define what is in fact "protection," in a legiti­
mate sense, and what "prohibition" in a practical sense. Where we could 
get these terms understood, we could take up the present law, and show 
its defects, inequalities and partialities, and our farmers would listen to 
us; and I assure you: so far as I was allowed personally to observe, they 
listened, not merely with a deep interest, but with a will. 
Upon the other questions our course was what it has always been, and 
what is the course of our friends every where. And I am not mistaken 
when I tell you we were driving the whigs out of the field of argument 
and into despair, when the Pa. election came off. The moment the news 
from the city and county of Philadelphia spread over our State, the whole 
scene changed with the rapidity of lightning. 
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The whigs had been courting and tampering with our abolitionists 
before, and Cassius M. Clay was moving about the State, with very in­
different success, or rather with very questionable utility to his friend 
and Kinsman. 2 The success of the coalition with the natives in Philadel­
phia awakened new hope and new life in the whole party, and from that 
moment coalitions form their only hope, and they are openly and shame­
lessly attempted with every faction, every interest, every prejudice, and 
even every fanaticism to be found within our wide limits. A coalition 
with a small band of "Millerites" 3 in one town in this county came to my 
knowledge yesterday. 
To guard against the influences of these movements I assure you every 
thing has been done, and is doing, which honest men can do. There is no 
negligence in any quarter so far as I can gain information, and as I verily 
believe, and if we are overpowered, it will be because we cannot guard 
ourselves against the corrupt and corrupting efforts of an unprincipled 
party. 
I rejoice to say that my latest information from the city is more fa­
vorable than I had any right to hope a week ago. We shall loose our 
legislative and congress tickets there, because the Natives have made 
their nominations and will adhere to them, and the whigs will aban­
drm their own tickets and vote for the Native Candidates to beat us; but 
our best men say that the Democratic Natives declare they will make 
no coalitions and that they will support the Democratic Electoral and 
State tickets. A single correspondent4 yet expresses apprehension, and 
upon grounds which I fear have too much foundation. He says there 
is the most constant intercourse between the Natives of New York and 
Philadelphia, and that committees pass almost daily from city to city. 
He fears they may act in concert upon these points, and that if the 
Philadelphians go for Clay the New Yorkers will follow, while he says, 
if the Philadelphia democratic Natives shall, tomorrow, go for you, we 
are safe, but he feared that point was not determined when he wrote 
me, on the 25th. Tomorrow must decide that. 
My opinion of this state is that we are safe without the city, but that, if 
the city comes in with from 5000 to 8000 against us, like Philadelphia at 
the State election, we shall be in the most imminent danger. I may say 
in desperate circumstances. I think the city will not do worse than to 
be neutralized, and yet while I write a different direction may be giving 
thus, which will astound us like the news from Philadelphia, after their 
'state election. ' 
The conduct of the whigs, for the last few days, induce the hope that 
they have ceased to expeet the aid from the city they so confidently 
counted on two weeks ago, for money seems now to be their sole de-
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pendance, and it flows like water. A purse of $180.000 is said to have 
been brought from Boston, within ten days, and letters received today 
tell me that the distributing agents are on the wing to every quarter of 
this State. We fear the effect of this, but not so much as the threatened 
coalition in the city. Whether this purse comes from the manufacturers, 
or the British Bondholders, we do not yet learn. 
I have serious fears for Pennsylvania, if the Natives in the city and 
county of Philadelphia stick to Clay. Our friends in that State have 
poised themselves upon the present tariff law, and dispute with the whigs 
which party is most friendly to it. If all had done this we should have 
been beaten out of sight, and I cannot but fear the effect then when the 
electoral election is alone involved. Indeed I have a very alarming let­
ter from Henry Horn, 5 and when I find him alarmed I conclude there is 
danger of the Key Stone. Tomorrow will settle it, but at this moment I 
feel about as confident of Ohio as Pa. In the former State our friends are 
fighting upon their own principles, while, in the latter we fight upon the 
enemy's ground. I never could make our Democracy fight well in such 
a position. Yet we feel quite confident of the vote of Pa. after all, and 
hope strongly for that of Ohio; and yet all say to ourselves, and feel and 
act, that the Battle is not and cannot be safe without our vote and that 
we intend to give. One thing I can truly say to you, and that is that I 
never have seen a time when I am compelled to feel, let the result be as 
it may, so perfectly satisfied that our democracy has done, and is doing, 
its whole duty. 
SILAS WRIGHT 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Reference is to Henry Clay. 
3. A self-educated preacher from New York, William Miller attracted a band of 
followers who accepted his predictions that the Christian Messiah would return 
to Earth sometime between March 1843 and March 1844; subsequently Miller 
recalculated his prediction and fixed the "Second Coming" at a date no later 
than October 22, 1844. The following year the Millerites formed the Adventist 
Church. 
4. Not identified further. 
5. A Philadelphia hardware merchant, Henry Horn served as a Democrat in 
the U.S. House for one term 183 1-33. 
NOVEMBER 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 15 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia] 1 Nov. 1844 
Our time for decisive action has arrived. I believe all that could be 
done by a noble party has been done. We have nothing to fear but fraud, 
and against that every precaution which ingenuity and zeal could devise, 
has been taken. If you do not obtain the vote of Pennsylvania, it will be 
owing to treachery in a certain quarter, of which we have had vague and 
forewarning hints, only within the Past 24 hours. I regard the story 
as unfounded, and as involving an accusation too base to be repeated 
without proof. You will have seen that the Kentucky rumor about Gov. 
Porter was untrue. 1 He has emphatically disputed it by a short letter 
published at Pittsburg in which he avows his belief that your election 
is "absolutely certain . " 2 I return to you by this mail the letter of Col. 
Johnson 's brother to Col. Armstrong. 
Our city is crowded with New-Yorkers and Baltimoreans, anxious to 
report to their respective homes the signs of the day. Our native Amer­
icans prof'ess to maintain their allegiance to the democracy. We have 
pursued a course, since the 8th of October, calculated to win them right 
again. In the city proper, the whig government may seduce many of 
them by promises of employment and petty office. New-York and Ohio, I 
believe, irreversibly secure to you. Indeed, I see no cause any where 
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for changing the opinion expressed in my last, 3 that your election is 
achieved. I can send you nothing by this mail, but the next will convey 
the first great development of the electoral struggle. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Polk to George M. Dallas, October 2 1 ,  1844. 
2 .  David Porter's "letter published at Pittsburg" is not identified further. 
3. See George M. Dallas to Polk, October 16, 1844. 
FROM tTOHN W. P. McGIMSEY 
Baton Rouge, La. November 1, 1844 
McGimsey describes a lively Democratic mass meeting held at Baton Rouge. 
Enthusiasm runs high even among the Democratic ladies. When a Whig lady 
says "that if She had a 100 thousand dollars She would be willing to bet it that 
Mr. Clay would be elected" McGimsey's wife 1 answers, "we all know that you 
have not 100,000 dollars to bet; but you have an excellent house Servant-will 
you madam bet your house Servant against another as good, & equal Value."  
McGimsey predicts that Louisiana will go for Polk. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Rowena Jossey married John W P. McGimsey on November 9, 182 1 .  
FROM GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
Friday 
My dear Sir New York November 1st 1844 
Your welcome favor of the 21st 1  reached me in due course of mail and 
would have been replied to at once were it not that under date of the 
26th ult I had mailed to your address a long and very full letter covering 
in the main the ground suggested in yours of the 21st. 
Your suggestion as to the danger to be apprehended in case an alliance 
should be consummated between the Whigs and Native Americans meets 
precisely the view which I have earnestly entertained since my return. A 
full conviction of the great importance of frustrating this movement has 
induced me to give a nearly undivided attention for the last ten days to 
the prevention of this threatened and threatening coalition. Others have 
labored assiduously for the same end. Our efforts have been thwarted to 
some extent by one or two ill-advised movements which those who had 
them in hand absolutely refused to give up, spurred on by a desire for 
temporary prominence and local notoriety, and unwilling or unable to 
see that no good end can possibly be accomplished and much harm may 
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be done by a certain course of action in the present state of affairs . For in­
stance a political meeting exclusively of "French citizens" being the first 
ever called in this city was held night before last; at which after a speech 
in the French language from Major Davezac 2  it was gravely resolved to 
support Polk and Dallas. All well informed men knew this before. Of 
this accession of not less than 750 or 800 votes we were all well aware. 
Under any circumstances in this election they would be polled to a man 
on our side. Not one individual vote was to be gained by such a demon­
stration. It was therefore impolitic. Besides in point of principle it will 
scarcely bear examination. These gentlemen are either French citizens 
or American citizens. If the latter their right to meet in reference to 
American politics as Frenchmen is to say the least questionable, and by 
so doing the popular mind which in the Atlantic cities is already inflamed 
to an extraordinary degree on the subject of an alleged and increasing so 
called "foreign influence" is needlessly irritated still further. The same 
remarks will in the main apply to a very numerous and well appointed 
"German Democratic" procession which in defiance of a heavy storm of 
rain came off five or six nights since. Such movements can only tend to 
perpetuate and exasperate feelings which if suffered to continue and in­
crease may yet prove a fruitful source of turbulence and evil, and which 
every good citizen must desire to see allayed. Allow me to say in con­
clusion that everything honorable and possible will be done to prevent 
so formidable a coalition from taking place. The aspect on this point is 
certainly no worse than it was on the 26th inst and probably somewhat 
better. By to-day's mail private letters from various points in the state 
indicate great sanguineness as to the result. As far as I can observe this 
feeling for a week past has been steadily progressive. 
The suggestions made by you in regard to danger to be apprehended 
from fraudulent voting on the part of our opponents have been borne 
constantly in mind, and have been acted upon in a manner which will 
prove a great bar to anything of this sort except upon a most limited 
scale. 
Saturday m[ornin]g Nov 2nd 
The news from Philadelphia City and County which is just in & by 
which it appears that Clay leaves the City & County with but 4000 ma­
jority, instead of the 6000 which Markle had in October, and the 7 or 
8000 which leading Whigs confidently claimed until a very late hour last 
evening, has cast a damper on the Whigs and elated our rank and file to 
a most unusual degree. The Democratic procession of last evening was 
a surprising turn-out. It was a magnificent demonstration of the man­
power-full of life, energy and enthusiasm. Our voters are eager for the 
contest. The Whig procession of Wednesday last was far less numerous 
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but more costly and imposing in its splendor. It was an exhibition of the 
strength of the Money-power. Ours, of that which after all controls the 
wealth, the masses. 
The last rally of the Democracy of the powerful \Vhig county of Essex 
in New Jersey takes place at Newark this eveng. I leave town in a few 
moments to attend it. Our friends in New Jersey seem to be making a 
silent but most determined effort to retrieve the defeat of October. On 
the evening preceding the election here I may write again. Meantime 
with my most respectful regards to Mrs Polk and remembrances to other 
friends . . . .  
GANSEVOOHT MELVILLE 
P.S. By this mail I send to yr address to-day's Tribune and also one of 
the Native American prints. 3 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private & Confiden-
tial . "  
1 .  Polk's letter has not been found. 
2. Auguste D'Avezac. 
3. Enclosures not found. 
FROM ALEXANDER BEST 1 
Dear Sir Danville Pa Nov 2d 1844 
I have the pleasure to send you the results of the Election in Columbia 
and Northumberland County. 2 The unconquerable Democracy of those 
two noble counties have done their duty notwithstanding every mean 
that could be resorted to was caried out by threats bribes & persuasion. 
You will observe that I have n1arked Bloom, Franklin & Mahoning 
Townships. In these Townships all our large Iron Works are located. The 
propriators led up all there men for which they had prepared red Tickets 
so that There men could not deceeve them. The Whigs said Columbia 
County should be redeemed and no longer disgraced by being a Demo­
cratic County. How successful they have been the returns will shew. 
Hon David Petriken 3 who has been confined to his room for 18 months 
was yesterday carried to the court house by his neighbours on a bed and 
voted. He said it was one of the last desirse he had to gratify to be able 
to assist to defeat Clay. 
ALEXR. BEST 
P.S. Dr Petriken sends his best respects to you. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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1. Best served as register and recorder of Columbia County, Penn. ,  from 1836 
to 1839 and as postmaster of Danville from 1842 to 1849. 
2 .  Enclosure not found. 
3. A physician in Dannville, Penn. ,  Petrikin won election as a Democrat to 
two terms in the U.S. House, 1837-41 .  
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir, Clarksville 2nd Nov. 1844 
We have all arrangements made as far as practicable to prevent frauds 
in our election, particularly at the precincts near the line. We shall do 
better every where than in Montgomery. 
I reed yesterday a letter from Lund Washington, 1 with the enclosure 
which I send, 2 desiring it to be presented with his respects to Mrs. Polk. 
He says, they have certain information, that no combination can be made 
between the Natives & Whigs in NY further than for Congress & the 
legislature. Several other letters from NY confirm it. Wright, Marcy & 
many of our leaders believe that we can defeat all possible combinations 
but express the opinion that none can be made with the abolitionists. I 
enclose you a hand-bill circulated all over Ky. 3 It shews their alarm as 
well as rascality. It was enclosed me by Hardwicke, 4 who thinks he will 
return by the election. I do not understand, why Doct. Duncan & (Jewett 
are not at home. 
I have had for the last week a painful attack of rheumatism, tho I have 
not been confined & it yet troubles me much. 
We were blessed this morning with the birth of another son & my wife 5 
is doing well. 
C. JoHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Polk appointed Lund Washington justice of the peace for Washington Coun-
ty, D.C. , in 1847.  
2.  Enclosure not found. 
3. Enclosure not found. 
4. Johnson's reference probably is to Jonathan P. Hardwicke. A tavern keeper 
in Dickson County, Hardwicke served as a Democrat in the Tennessee Senate 
from 1837 until 1843. 
5.  Cave and Elizabeth Dortch Brunson Johnson had three children who sur­
vived infancy. James Hickman and Thomas Dickson Johnson were born in 1840 
and 1842, respectively. Polk Grundy Johnson was born on November 2,  1844. 
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FROM ALEXANDER JONES 1 
241 8th Avenue 
Dear Sir New York Nov. 2d 1844 
I sent you a copy of the Journal of Commerce of the 31 Ult. 2 which gave 
what appeared to be a fair exposition of the course the Native Americans 
will pursue in the election next week. I send you another to day, with 
some extraordinary things in it! 3 
There is no question but Clay since, he has said he would write no more 
letters, has written two to the Natives of this City, intended for private 
circulation among them; in which, he states was the time sufficiently 
long he would come out openly in favour of their cause, and, that, he 
is opposed to the present naturalization laws! But, as the publication of 
these letters would be highly offensive to Naturalized Citizens, the Whig 
portion of the Natives only make a private use of them among such as 
can be worked upon. This intrigue may defeat us in the city, but we shall 
struggle hard for victory, and fight manfully to the last, combatting as 
far as possible fraud and corruption at every point. 
The Democrats had one of the most numerous and splendid proces­
sions last evening, ever seen in this, or probably in any other city. It 
far exceeded the boasted Whig affair, both in numbers, & brilliancy. 4 
The streets, houses and windows of the 6 or 8 miles of streets, through 
which it passed, were thronged by 1 or 200.000 spectators! A great many 
houses were brilliantly illuminated, and the air made bright by the con­
tinual display of fire works amidst which splendid rockets were darting 
in every direction! 
Such a scene has never been witnessed in New York before. 
Next Tuesday, we go into Action, and God grant us Victory. In much 
haste . . . .  
ALEXR. JoNES 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Author, physician, and journalist, Jones was born the son of a North Car­
olina planter. He practiced medicine in Mississippi before removing permanently 
in 1840 to New York City, where he wrote regularly for the New York Journal 
of Commerce. Quick to grasp the potential use of the telegraph in news distri­
bution, Jones organized a cooperative press among several American cities and 
served as the first general agent of the New York Associated Press. 
2. Letter not found. 
3. Enclosure not found. 
4. See John McKeon to Polk, October 29, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN McKEON 
2. P.M. 
My Dear Sir, New York Novr. 2 .  1844 
I read your letter of the 2 1st 1 two days since and have delayed writing 
until this moment with the view of giving you the result of our Torch­
light demonstration 2 and the effect of the Philadelphia news. Our dis­
play last night was magnificent beyond any description. It struck terror 
into the Whigs who all admit that as to numbers it far exceeded any 
thing ever seen in this City. I saw Mr Butler and all our leading men 
out. These men are not in the habit of joining in processions. I never 
until last night took part in any such affair but as it was understood 
that it was to be a sort of display of strength I with the rest went into 
the movement. The affair has given great hopes to our friends. If the 
demonstration shows any thing it must be the premonition of a large 
democratic majority in this City but for certainty sake I still keep to my 
estimate of 1500 to 2000 majority. 
But if the Whigs were astonished last night at our review they have 
been astounded this morning with the news from Philadelphia. There 
they expected not only to hold the majority Markle received in the City 
& County but also to increase their majority. The returns show a falling 
off and the effect of the Pennsylvania returns now coming in will be very 
great in our favor not only on this City but in the state. Our friends 
dispatched a locomotive printing office in one of the steam boats up the 
North River this morning to scatter the good news through the river 
counties & through the state. The Boat went off with the first news and 
will carry good tidings to our people who will vote on Tuesday next. We 
have been active in spreading throughout the state the impression that 
we have carried Pennsylvania. To show you that the Whigs believe we 
have been successful I will state that I saw a bet offered of $100 to a 
prominent man of their party on Pennsylvania being Democratic and he 
refused to take it. The consequence of the Philadelphia decrease cer­
tainly increases our prospects in this City. I have reason to believe that 
the Whigs expected the whole Native force in Philadelphia to stand by 
their candidate Clay. In this they have been disappointed & I should 
not be surprised if they now refuse a cordial coalition with the Natives 
here. I have heard some of them this morning complain bitterly of the 
Philadelphia Natives and shows sympathies against our New York N a­
tives. There is no doubt however the result does not help the union they 
wish to perfect. Let them do their utmost I sincerely believe we are safe 
on our electoral ticket. The feeling of the party have been thoroughly 
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aroused & from all quarters of the state I see individuals of different po­
litical opinions. There is but one opinion I can come to and that is of our 
triumph. The Western part of this state will not do any thing as well for 
the Whigs as it did in 1840. 
Our friends are active in watching the movements of the Whigs in 
their efforts to defraud us-Double Tickets so ingeniously put together 
as to drop apart (& make two votes instead of one) when deposited in the 
ballot box have been discovered & notice given of them in our papers. 
I will write you on Monday (the day preceding our election) the im­
pressions and expectations of our people. 
JoHN McKEoN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Letter not found. 
2. On the evening of November 1st a Dorrite delegation from Rhode Island led 
by Martin Luther, members of New York's Empire Club and German Democratic 
Association, and numerous local fire engine companies, ward associations, and 
craft unions marched through the streets of New York City with banners and 
bands of music; about 12,500 persons participated in the torchlight procession. 
FROM SYLVESTER S. SOUTHWORTH 
My Dear Sir, New York Nov. 2d 1844 
I have the honor to inform you that the Democracy of the City and 
County of New York, turned out en-massee last night, and numberd in 
its ranks as nearly as could be estimated, sixty thousand souls. The 
procession was upwards of three miles long; and, before the gala had 
done, it was encreased to seven miles in length. 
The events of the last twenty four hours, have, I believe satisfied the 
Whigs that Mr Clay has been already defeated. The intellgence we re­
ceived to day for the City and County of Philadelphia, gives us full as­
surance that we have carried Pennsylvania. 
That New York, will follow next, I have not a doubt, nor have I a single 
doubt of your Election. As early as June last, I sat the thing down as 
decided in your favor. If I am disappointed in this instance, and, if by 
any possbility the Whigs should succeed I will forever abandon political 
speculation. But they are defeated, and there can be no doubt of it. 
S. S . SouTHWORTH 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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FROM DAVID T. DISNEY 
Dr Sir Cincinnati 3 Nov. 1844 
I regret to be compelled this morning to confirm the apprehensions 
which I expressed to you yesterday in relation to this state. Ohio has 
gone for Clay by probably about 5000. I am determined however if our 
friends here will back me to contest the vote upon the ground that the 
statutes of our state have disfranchised tens of thousands of legal voters 
under our constitution. Of course I shall need strong support but I am 
willing to make the effort and I am honestly convinced that I am right in 
the legal opinion and that the vote ought to be rejected as having been 
cast in opposition to the fundamental law regulating it. 
I learn that C. M. Clay has just arrived in the City and has advised the 
Whigs to bet freely on Pennsylvania. They are acting upon his advise. 
D. T. DISNEY 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM JOHN P. HEISS 
My Dear Sir Nashville Nov 3rd 1844 
The great contest ere this has been fought in Pennsylvania and Ohio 
and I anticipate a most glorious result. 
The news from those states for the last few days has been indeed grat­
ifying; and, I have no doubt but everything will result in a manner sat­
isfactory to our most sanguine friends. 
The last letter of Gov. Jones, 1 written to have effect in Pennsylvania 
has fallen still-born by the publication of another letter written from 
this place on the 3rd of Oct to counteract a plot we believed at that time 
to be brewing by our opponents. Harris penned a letter for the Globe, 2 
of which, I took a copy and forwarded them to my friends in different 
parts of Pennsylvania. The corresponding committee of Philadelphia 
embodied this letter in an address, and have had it published in english 
and german and circulated by thousands and tens of thousands. 
Jones' letter was published a few days afterwards, and I am informed 
by J no. M. Read Esq 3 that the publication of our letter by the Democratic 
Corresponding Committee not only counteracted it, but was having a 
beneficial effect wherever it had been circulated. 
I feel confident that we have succeeded in carrying Pennsylvania. My 
old County-Bucks has done nobly. She is generally Whig by a small 
majority; but have given Shunk a majority of upwards of 300, and has 
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assisted materially in electing Erdman (Dem) 4 to Congress over the 
present member M. H. Jenks (Whig) . 5 My old friend Hon. Jno. Davis6 
fought the battle most nobly. 
Our advice from Ohio Saturday night was most cheering, and lead us 
to believe we have carried the state by a handsome majority. If we have, 
Sam Medary deserves a crown of laurels, for he has contested every inch 
of ground most manfully. Medeary is one of the greatest editors of the 
age, and I would consider my fortune made if I could procure the services 
of a man who had one half of his talent and capacity to edit the "Union. "  
So I am going to improve the Union by making it larger etc. etc. I must 
ask your assistance in procuring some gentleman to take it in charge. 
One more sentence in regard to Penna. I should not be surprised if we 
get a majority in the county of Philadelphia of One Thousand. 
Your advices in regard to these suppositions, I have no doubt are 
equally as cheering as my own. In New York, you know it has been 
very strongly intimated that a coalition was about being entered into 
by the "Whigs" and "Native Americans."  I have received letters daily, 
for several days, informing me differently. Such an attempt was made, 
but it failed. On the other hand I am informed that a large majority 
of the Natives will vote our ticket, and, that the Democrats will drop 
their ticket for Congress and the assembly in the different districts com­
posing the city of New York and vote for the Natives. As two thirds of 
the "Native American Party" were originally Democrats I am inclined 
to believe there is some truth in this information. If such a combination 
is made by our friends in New York, I shall not blame them much, for 
the party which professes to be composed of all the honesty and decency, 
has shown them the example. As Gov. Jones has made himself conspic­
uous of late by writing letters, our friends in the East have taken up his 
"Brownlow case" and are making him appear in a beautiful character 
before his "Silver Pitcher" friends of Philadelphia and New York. 7 
John St. Tamany of the "Union" has given "Slim Jimmy" considerable 
uneasiness. 8 
JOHN P. HEISS 
ALS. DLC�JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. James C. Jones' letter to Charles Gibbons of Pennsylvania, dated Octo­
ber 3, 1844, was printed in Niles ' National Register on October 26, 1844. The 
purport of Jones' letter was that Polk always had opposed tariff protection and 
that voters in Pennsylvania should not be led to think otherwise by northern 
Democrats. 
2. J. George Harris' letter, dated October 3, 1844, and printed without attri­
bution, appeared in the Washington Globe of October 15,  1844. Harris warned 
that Pennsylvania Whigs had "plotted" with James C. Jones to gather an impres-
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sive collection of signatures from Tennessee Whigs certifying that Tennesseans 
understood Polk to be an ardent opponent of tariff protection. 
3. A lawyer from Philadelphia, John M. Read served in the Pennsylvania 
House for one term, 1823-24; he was appointed U.S. district attorney for eastern 
Pennsylvania and served from 1837 until 1841 .  John Tyler nominated Read to 
be associate justice of the Supreme Court but the U.S. Senate refused confirma­
tion. Read pursued a private law practice until 1858, when he was elected to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. 
4. A farmer residing in Lehigh County, Jacob Erdman was elected to one term 
in the Pennsylvania House, 1834-36, and sat in the U.S. House for a single term, 
1845-47. 
5. A farmer from Bucks County, Penn., Michael H. Jenks served as associate 
judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 1838-43, before winning election as a Whig 
to the U.S. House for one term, 1843-45. 
6. A merchant and farmer, John Davis rose to the rank of major general in 
the Pennsylvania militia; he won election as a Democrat to one term in the U.S. 
House, 1839-41 .  Polk appointed him surveyor of the port of Philadelphia where 
he served from 1845 until 1849. 
7. On June 6, 1844, Andrew Jackson wrote James C. Jones asking him to ver­
ify newspaper accounts of an alledged conversation with William G. Brownlow 
in which the governor reportedly claimed that Jackson had insisted for personal 
spite upon the expulsion of a female member of the Hermitage Presbyterian 
Church. On June 10, 1844, Jones denied all knowledge of the supposed conver­
sation with Brownlow and the supposed incident relative to any female member 
of the Hermitage congregation. Both letters were published in the Nashville 
Union of October 21 ,  1844. 
8. Writing under the pseudonym, '3"ohn St. Tammany, " Sylvester S. South­
worth commented on James C. Jones' letter to Charles Gibbons of Pennsylvania 
of October 3, 1844. See the Nashville Union of October 30, 1844. 
FROM JAMES BUCHANAN 
My dear Sir, Lancaster 4 November 1844 
I think I may now congratulate both yourself & the Country on your 
election to the highest & most responsible office in the world. After our 
glorious victory on Friday last, I can entertain no doubt of the final re­
sult. I feel confident that New York will follow in our footsteps, notwith­
standing their majority may be greatly reduced, as ours has been, by an 
unholy union of Native Americans with the Whigs. 
Never have there been such exertions made by any party in any state, 
as the Whigs have made since our Governor's election, to carry the Key­
stone. They have poured out their money like water; but our Democracy 
has every where stood firm, except the comparatively few who have been 
seduced on the Tariff question & those whom the Native American hum-
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bug has led away. Immediately after the first election we requested our 
honest & excellent Governor elect 1 to come East of the mountains & 
stump it in your favor: & this was no sooner said than done. He pro­
duced a powerful impression wherever he went. I attended two mass 
meetings with him & he made speeches at several other places. In "Old 
Berks,"  he gave it to them both in Dutch & English much to their satis­
faction. 
Whoever has observed with a reflecting eye the progress of parties in 
this Country must have arrived at the conclusion that there is but one 
mode of re-uniting & invigorating the Democratic party of the Union & 
securing its future triumph; and that is, whilst adhering strictly to the 
ancient land marks of principle, to rely chiefly upon the young, ardent 
& efficient Democrats who have fought the present battle. These ought 
not to be forgotten in the distribution of offices. The old office holders 
generally have had their day & ought to be content. Had Mr. Van Buren 
been our candidate, worthy as he is, this feeling which every where per­
vades the Democratic ranks, would have made his defeat as signal as it 
was in 1840. Clay would most certainly have carried this State against 
him by thousands; and I firmly believe the result would have been simi­
lar even in New York. The Native American party in Philadelphia never 
could have become so strong, had it not been for the impression which to 
some extent prevailed, that your patronage would be distributed in that 
City amongst those called "the old hunkers" by the Democratic masses. 
Yours is a grand mission; and I most devoutly trust & believe, that 
you will fulfil it with glory to yourself & permanent advantage to the 
Country. Democrats, from year to year, have been dropping off from the 
party on questions not essentially of a party character. It will be your 
destiny to call home the wanderers & marshal them again under the 
ample folds of the Democratic flag. It is thus that the dangerous Whig 
party will be forever prostrated, & we will commence a new career of 
glory & usefulness under the guidance of our ancient principles. 
From the violence of the Southern papers & some of the Southern 
Statesmen, 2 I apprehend that your chief difficulty will be on the question 
of the Tariff. They seem to cling with great tenacity to the horizontal ad 
valorem duty of the Compromise Act, 3 which independently of the injury 
inflicted on the Country, would in practice prostrate the Democracy of 
the middle & northern states in a single year; because it would destroy 
all our mechanicks who work up foreign materials. If the duty on cloth 
& ready made clothing were but twenty per cent ad valorem, we should 
soon have no use for tailors in our large cities & towns. So of shoemakers, 
hatters etc etc. Foreigners would perform the mechanical labor. 
The Tariff ought to have been permanently settled in 1842. That was 
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the propitious moment. With much difficulty, I then prevented myself 
from being instructed, that I might be free to act according to my own 
discretion. I proposed to our Southern friends at that time to adopt the 
Compromise Act as it stood in 1839. The Treasury required fully that 
amount of duties; whilst such a measure would have saved their consis­
tency. For some time, I thought they would have gladly embraced this 
proposition which was presented by Mr. C. J. Ingersoll in the House; but 
at a great caucus of the party, several of the ultras 4 opposed the mea­
sure; & the consequence has been the extravagant Tariff of 1842. Had 
my proposition been adopted, the country would have been just as pros­
perous as it is at present, and this would have been attributed in the 
North to that measure as it is now to the existing Tariff. You would then 
have received a majority of 20,000 in Pennsylvania. 
JAMES BucHANAN 
P.S. I find I have omitted to say than when your letter 5 arrived I was 
absent from home on a political excursion & when I returned it was so 
near the election that I concluded I would not write till the result was 
known. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Moore, ed. , The Works 
of James Buchanan, VI, pp. 72-74. 
1. Francis R. Shunk. 
2. Buchanan probably refers to the Bluffton movement in South Carolina and 
to Langdon Cheves' letter to the editor of the Charleston Mercury. 
3.  Buchanan's reference is to the Tariff Act of 1833. 
4. In a draft of this letter, Buchanan here cancelled words "Mr. Calhoun & his 
immediate friends" and interlined "several of the ultras. "  ALS, draft. PHi. 
5.  See James K. Polk to James Buchanan, October 3, 1844. 
FROM ALEXANDER JONES 
New York, N.Y. November 4, 1844 
Jones reports to Polk that out of desperation the New York Whig newspapers 
of November 4, 1844, told of a flag in the Democratic procession of November 
1, 1844, inscribed with the words, "Americans, They shall not rule over us. "  Ac­
cording to Jones, all of the Whig newspapers plan to carry a letter from Henry 
Clay on the morning of November 5, 1844, "declaring openly his opposition to 
the Naturalization laws." 1 Jones believes that since the Whig newspapers of 
November 4, 1844, "have all come out for Native Americans, "  there is the pos­
sibility of a Native and Whig combination that "will carry a majority of the As­
sembly and Members of Congress in this City. " He predicts that the Democrats 
will carry the state for Silas Wright, Polk, and Dallas. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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1 .  See Alexander Jones to Polk, November 2, 1844. 
FROM JOHN K. KANE 
My dear Sir, Philada. 4 Nov. 1844 
I sent you yesterday 1 by the conductor of the southern train the news 
which reached us by express some ten minutes before. I was lucky 
enough to get off the same returns to our friends of the Richmond En­
quirer and Globe. 2 
The game, so far as regards Pennsylvania, has now been played out. 
We have had fraud and falsehood and bribery and forgery to deal with, 
in all their most dangerous varieties, first as interest and fanaticism and 
pride and venality could combine them; and I believe that we have won 
our victory without masking principle or soliciting a faction. 
As I think I foretold in my first letter after the nomination, 3 our only 
real embarassment has proceeded from the Tariff question. Our political 
guides in this State were to blame for this. They had never met the sub­
ject fairly before the people; and when the Convention adjourned, there 
was no time left for abstract discussion. Your letter4 happily marked 
out for us the general ground; and for the rest, each section took coun­
sel of its own discretion. There has not therefore been as much concert 
of action on this topic as there has been on others. But almost every 
where, we were forced by the manufacturing Interest to argue the policy 
of protection ; and I am convinced, that so far as there was danger in that 
subject, we have encountered it all. Hereafter, with a little more nerve 
on the part of our leading men, Pennsylvania may be secured against all 
risk of being divorced by the Tariff from the Democracy of the Union. 
We are assured by all our New York friends that they will do better 
than we have done. If they do only as well, we may save ourselves the 
trouble of reading further election returns. Our majority here will not 
fall much below 7000. 
J. K. KANE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. On November 3, 1844, Kane sent Polk the latest Pennsylvania returns. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. 
2. Reference is to the Richmond Enquirer and to the Washington Globe. 
3. In his letter of May 30, 1844, Kane urged Polk to use "dignified reserve" in 
approaching the tariff question, the only issue on which Pennsylvania Democrats 
were vulnerable. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
4. See Polk to Kane, June 19, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN McKEON 
2 PM 
My Dear Sir, New York Novr. 4, 1844 
The glorious news from Pennsylvania which comes rolling in by every 
mail has added to our strength very materially. The Whig papers admit 
that Clay has lost the state by at least 4000 majority. Our friends are in 
the highest excitement and they begin the contest with the greatest con­
fidence in the result. The Whigs are desperate. They have lost so much 
money on Pennsylvania & have risked so much on the result that they 
will not stop at any thing to effect Clays election. This morning their 
papers are loud in praise of the Natives. They say they stood by Clay in 
Philadelphia and it is evident they expect that the Native strength will 
be given to Clay. Archer (Senator) 1 has been in to this City and I have 
heard he & Gales of the Intelligencer have had interviews with Harper 
the Native Mayor. The object of that interview was to have some under­
standing between two parties and they believe they have had a transfer 
made of the Natives to Clay. Unless we are deceived no such union has 
been effected so far as a large portion of the democratic natives is con­
cerned. We still hold to the opinion we shall carry the City for President 
& Governor. Our committees are active in naturalizing. Our organiza­
tion is perfect as to finding out fraudulent voters, and we all feel in the 
best spirits. 
Fortunately this day has been ushered in with a most disagreeable 
rain. The Native procession was to have come off to day but it has been 
postponed until after the election. We were fearful that a riot might 
occur. We had heard the Whigs were about attacking the procession & 
then charging it on the democrats. Any disturbance will lose us votes 
and we are extremely anxious to keep the peace. Most opportune has 
been this postponing rain. 
JoHN McKEoN 
P.S. There is a rumor that one County in Ohio has given an increased 
democratic vote. It is doubtful whether any report can have reached us 
from Ohio yet. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private." 
1 .  William S. Archer, a Virginia lawyer and Whig, served in both the U.S. 
House, 1820-35, and in the U.S. Senate, 184 1-47. During 1844 he supported 
the Native Americans' demand for a change in the naturalization laws and in­
troduced a number of their petitions and memorials; in the closing weeks of the 
1844 campaign, he visited Philadelphia and New York City. 
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FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Nov. 4, 1844 
A. R. Crozier returned last night from a tour to Panther Springs where 
there was an excellent meeting on the 30th. ult. Next evening they 
were at Russellville where an unexpected number attended. On Sat­
urday a discussion was held between Newman & Center 1 in Bradshaws 
District 2-the attendance good. An injunction has been got out against 
Newman. 3 If it is served upon him to day of course he cannot open a 
poll. Mr. Newman was to write to Mr. Crozier stating the real position 
of things. The moment it arrives if anything important occurs we will 
write to our friends at Nashville. 
I fear we will not realise as much from the apathy of the Whigs as at 
first was expected but we are doing & I will do up to 4 Oclock to morrow 
everything we can for our cause & our principles. 
J. G. M. RAMsEY 
[P.S.] McClung wrote me that he would fill all our appointments but 
Maryville & Knoxville. 4 We had no one to supply them with & they are 
recalled. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference probably is to William T. Senter. A Methodist minister and 
farmer in Grainger County, Senter won election as a Whig presidential elector 
in 1840 and represented Tennessee's Second Congressional District in the U.S. 
House for one term, 1843-1845. 
2. Probably Richard Bradshaw, who represented Jefferson County in Ten­
nessee's Constitutional Convention of 1834. 
3. See Ramsey to Polk, October 28, 1844. 
4. McClung was scheduled to speak in Maryville on November 2, 1844, and 
in Knoxville on November 4, 1844. 
FROM JOHN M. READ 
Dear Sir Philadelphia November 4: 1844 
The triumph in this state is a complete one, and the returns received 
leave no doubt that under all circumstances our majority will not fall 
below 6000. 
The reduction of 1400 in this city and county, was perhaps the most 
important element in our late canvass, as it has enabled our friends in 
New York and New Jersey, to think, feel and speak confidently, at once 
of the result in Pennsylvania, and has prevented the whigs from offering 
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any encouragement to their friends in these states. Pennsylvania has in 
fact been the battle ground in the middle states, for I cannot but believe 
that if we had lost the Governor's election, with the disaster in Ohio, and 
the Native Americans in The City of New York, and the abolitionists 
in the interiors, that the whole three states of Ohio Pennsylvania and 
New York might have gone by the board. And as our Party has only a 
plurality in New York I should have feared that an unfavourable result 
in the presidential contest here would have produced a similar result in 
the former state. 
The Pennsylvania News has spread through the whole of New York, 
and I believe will secure the state, and will induce the abolitionists to 
adhere to their own ticket and will prevent a complete coalition in the 
City between the Whigs and Natives. 
Pennsylvania has under all circumstances held up surprisingly. The 
death of Mr. Muhlenberg, the nomination of Mr. Shunk, but a month be­
fore the election, and the coalition in this district were all new elements, 
which did not enter into the earlier part of the canvass, and gave our 
opponents the means to engage in a contest which they had previously 
thought almost hopeless. 
We had other difficulties, which could not be explained to our friends 
abroad, arising out of the peculiar situation of our State Administra­
tion. 1 So great a drawback was this, that I feel entirely confident, if such 
a man as Mr. Muhlenberg had been governor and Mr Shunk the candi­
date in October, that we should have had a majority of at least 15,000 
which would have placed the presidential election beyond all doubt or 
cavil. 
It can therefore be easily understood, that the Democracy of Pennsyl­
vania has gone through a fiery trial unscathed, and that their success 
ensures a victory in the Empire State. 
I wrote to a friend in Alabama, 2 that New Jersey was safe, and I be­
lieve he communicated that opinion to you. At the time I expressed it, I 
had every reason to do so, with entire confidence, and I believe if there 
had been the same cordiality evinced, that there was in Pennsylvania 
towards Mr. Shunk, by the friends of Mr. Muhlenberg, that the results 
could have been the election of Mr. Thomson. I know well that if there 
had been the slightest hesitation here, on the part of the leading friends 
of Mr. Muhlenberg, Mr. Shunk never could have been elected. Expressed 
dissatisfaction in a state so close as New Jersey, must produce defeat, 
because it leads the rank and file, to believe the falsehoods of the op­
position, and allow our enemies to use the names of the dissatisfied to 
influence the votes of our own people. 3 
New Jersey was in a peculiar position. A number of prominent demo-
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crats were friends of Mr Tyler, a large number of Gen Cass and other 
candidates. Nothing but an union of the whole and more particularly 
of the Tyler section which included some Whigs who were desirous of 
acting with the Democratic Party could possible give us the State. 
Mr. Thomson, the brother in law of Captain Stockton [and] a man of 
fine talents and excellent sense, had been an unwavering democrat, and 
always in favour of a reform of the state constitution. Mter our defeat in 
1842, when the Whigs carried the Legislature against the popular ma­
jority in the State, it became evident, that a new issue must be presented 
at the next election to give the Democratic party any Chance whatever. 
This new issue was the reform of the constitution, and in a conversation 
I had with Mr. Thomson in October 1842, a few days after the election, 
I urged it upon him, as he was thoroughly acquainted with the subject, 
at once to make it the question of the next campaign, and to treat it not 
as a mere party question, so as to secure the votes of the liberal portion 
of the whigs who disliked the provisions of the old defective charter of 
1776. Mr Thomson did so--he lectured, wrote, traversed the State, en­
listed in the cause many prominent men, and the consequence was the 
entire success of the State in 1843. Mr. Thomson pressed it before the 
Legislature, procured the passage of an act to call a convention, became 
a member of that body, and a participates in its most important deliber­
ations and acts, and at the close of its session he was called the father 
of the new constitution. While the convention was in session the nom­
inations were made at Baltimore, and the whole Tyler section without 
hesitation raised the Polk and Dallas flag and the party became actively 
united. 
The general sentiment of the Democratic Party pointed to Mr Thom­
son (who had around him all the going and active politicians of the 
State) as the proper individual to be made the first governor under a 
constitution, to which he had contributed so largely, and by the most re­
spectable convention ever assembled in New Jersey he was nominated 
almost unanimously on the first ballot. 
It was known that the accession of Capt. Stockton and his friends 4 
brought a peculiar kind of aid essential in New Jersey and without which 
we should never have seen the very large democratic vote given in Octo­
ber last. 
When I wrote therefore to Major Hubbard, I had a well grounded con­
fidence of success, for I knew we would act cordially together in Penn­
sylvania, and I supposed the same could be the case in New Jersey, but 
just previous to the election I saw matters which made me doubt the 
results. Immediately upon his defeat Mr Thomson issued an address, 5 
honourable both to his head and his heart, and as far as I can learn, all 
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have gone in cordially, and unitedly to support the electoral ticket. I have 
urged the leading men of all sections to make a bold push tomorrow and 
next day. They promise to do so, and some promise success. Our news 
will have a powerful effect in New Jersey. It had [ . . .  ] 6 us in October. The 
loss of the Governor and Legislature is difficult to encounter but I still 
hope that the certainty of your election as President & the downheart­
edness of the Whigs here, may give us the electoral vote of the state. 
JOHN M. READ 
[P.S.] A friend who knows says our maj in Penn. will be about 7000. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Read's reference is to the rift between David R. Porter and the Pennsylva­
nia Democracy. Estranged from the Democratic party by his views on protective 
tariffs and by his support for John Tyler's candidacy in 1844, Porter withdrew 
from Democratic politics upon completion of his second term as governor. 
2. Read's reference probably is to David Hubbard; Hubbard's letter to Polk 
on the situation in New Jersey has not been found. 
3. For the divisions within the New Jersey Democracy, see John K. Kane to 
Polk, October 13, 1844, and Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 1 7, 1844. 
4. A supporter of William Henry Harrison in 1840, Robert F. Stockton even­
tually returned to the Democratic party and came out in favor of Polk and Dallas 
in 1844. Closely identified with railroad and canal interests in New Jersey, he 
had invested heavily in the Delaware and Raritan Canal and in the Camden & 
Amboy Railroad. 
5. In his address "To the Democratic Electors of the State of New Jersey," 
John R. Thomson thanked New Jersey Democrats for their support and attacked 
the Whigs' use of "false issues" in the campaign. While portraying their party 
as "anti-monopoly," the Whigs had emphasized Thomson's "supposed connec­
tion with the canal and railroad company." After pointing out that Henry Clay 
supported the greatest of all monopolies, a national bank, Thomson urged his 
fellow citizens to support Polk and Dallas and thus preserve "the existence of 
republican government. " See the Washington Globe, October 16, 1844. 
6. Word or words illegible. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
My dear Sir. Philada Novr. 4th 1844 
The election is now over in Penna & I think you will find, that all that 
has been promised for Penna has been fully realized. 
During the last week of the campaign I went among my old con­
stituents in Southwark & I think did some service. I also went into Kens­
ington. Both of these Districts are deeply embued with Native American-
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ism. They have large bodies of ship carpenters among them, who voted 
many of them for the Native Congress & Legislative ticket. I thought, 
however, that I could do something with them particularly as they about 
a year ago, sent me a cane of live oak, with a fine gold head with the 
Inscription, that it was presented to me by the Mechanics of the Port of 
Philadelphia. When I met them, I was met, most enthusiastically. I went 
into a full argument of the importance of the contest. The necessity of 
adhering to Democratic principles, & contending that as they had nobly 
sustained Old Hickory in former times, that I expected they would come 
up in the same enthusiastic manner for Young Hickory. This suggestion 
was reed with hearty cheers and it is my opinion that every Democratic 
Ship Carpenter in Southwark & Kensington in the Native ranks votes 
for Messrs Polk & Dallas. 
They reduced the majority given at the Shunk election between 6 & 
7 hundred. A large 1 of the Methodist Democratic natives on the Bible 
question, 2 went over to the Clay ticket in Southwark . I trust however, 
by proper attention we will get them all back again. Some of our ora­
tors at the Gubernatorial election assailed the Natives, without mercy 
in Southwark & Kensington. This we in a great measure arrested at 
the Presidential election & hence our success. I was specially invited to 
speak & no other named in the Handbill, but myself, so as to keep off, 
the vituperation of short sighted speakers . I also shew'd by electing Mr 
Dallas we gained 2 votes in the Senate. For if the Whigs Vice Presiden­
tial candidate should be chosen, we would not only lose Mr Dallas; but 
have a Whig elected in his place. The ship carpenters & other working 
people here are very anxious about a Dry Dock at this Port. This I said 
Mr Dallas could carry & I have no doubt of it. I also added, that if he 
were there, to Preside over the Senate, he might be authorized, to ap­
point the Naval & Commercial committees, & aid largely in confirming 
Democratic appointments. I prepared a handbill about the Dry Dock & 
had 500 of them put up in Kensington & Southwark. 
But enough of this. Our victory is so perfect & thorough in Penna. 
that we shall not hereafter be seriously troubled & our triumphs, will 
not require again any minuteness of detail. Hereafter we shall sweep 
them here by the Board. If we act prudently, every thing is within our 
grasp . Present my respects to Mrs Polk. 
J. B. SuTHERLAND 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Address to Columbia and franked by Andrew Jackson. 
1. Sutherland probably intended to write "large number. " 
2. See Jesse Miller to Polk, October 12, 1844. 
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FROM DAVID T. DISNEY 
Dr Sir Cincinnati 5 Nov. 1844 
Thank God the torrent of Whig triumphs is checked at last. Five coun­
ties from Pennsylvania show a majority for us increased over Skunks of 
about 700 votes and the indications give us that State by 1 1  or 12,000. 
Pennsylvania is safe. 
Ohio has gone for Clay by 6 or 7000. The rumors from the adjoining 
counties in Indiana are favourable. 
The news from Pennsylvania has caused a perfect revulsion in the feel­
ings and speculations here. It has taken me from the cellar and placed 
me on the house top. The rumours from Pennsylvania for the last 48 
hours all indicated that it had gone for Clay. And I gave up all for lost. 
I would not that my worst enemy had the hopes and the agonies which 
I have undergone the last 48 hours, but light is breaking. My hopes of 
New York are much raised by an inspection of the returns of our north­
ern counties. They show that the abolitionists there have adhered to 
their ticket much better than any other part of the state-from this I 
reason that the same influence has extended into western New York. If 
so a great danger will have been escaped in that state. For it was that 
and that alone which beat us in Ohio. 
D. T. DISNEY 
Pennsylvania 
Alleghany 2369 Clay 
Fayette 600 Polk 
Green 940 do 
Washington 140 do 
Westmoreland 2380 do 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
Dear Col. ,  Hermitage, [November] 5 ,  1844 1 
I inclose at th[e re]quest 2 of Judge Hayward, 3 the within paper. 4 
I have just reed. from Mr. Blair a letter. He thinks Pennsylvania is 
safe notwithstanding all the attempts of bribery and fraud. He also 
says VanBuren writes him that N ewyork is safe. This day clo[sed] the 
resu[lt] . I Tru[st] in a kind providence, that it is in favour of democracy. 
Have you any thing from N. Carolina, I fear it is Federal. 
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In haste adieu with our kind regards to Mrs. Polk. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DLC.,JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Bassett, ed. ,  Corre­
spondence of Andrew Jackson, VI, p. 324. 
1. Date identified by postmark and through content analysis. Bassett dated 
this letter "October 5." 
2.  Bracketed word-completion supplied. 
3. A strong Jackson supporter and editor of the Cincinnati National Republi­
can, Elijah Hayward served in the Ohio House from 1825 to 1828; he won elec­
tion to the Ohio Supreme Court in January 1830, but resigned later in the year 
to become commissioner of the General Land Office, a post that he held until 
August of 1835. 
4. Enclosure not found. 
FROM FERNANDO WOOD 
Tuesday night 
My dear Sir [New York, N.Y.] Nov. 5, 1844 
Our election has closed and we have had the severest struggle ever 
witnessed in this city. Every means of the most dispicable and corrupt 
character have been resorted to by our opponents. Money has been lav­
ished upon the disolute and indigent without stint, and where intrigues, 
gold and calumny could not effect the object, threats have been resorted 
to, but without avail. The alliance you dreaded took place. The whig can­
didates were withdrawn and a formal agreement made with the natives, 
thus securing their votes for the electoral ticket. Against these adverse 
circumstances have our lion hearted democracy contended with success. 
Our majority is 2088. Again I congratulate you upon your tryumphant 
election. We look upon it here as the most decided and brilliant victory 
ever achieved by the democracy. Never have they had such an array of 
power and combination to contend against and never have they more 
completely covered themselves with glory. 
FERNANDO WooD 
[P.S. ]  Nov. 6, 4 AM . The returns from Westchester County are in-540 
Democratic majority. Richmond 178 Demo Maj .  Kings 314 Whig. All is 
safe. Hurrah! FW 
ALS. DLC.,JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia] 2 p.m. 6. Nov. [18]44 
We are full of glee and exultation. You must have got the Virginia 
news, which confirms all Mr. Ritchie's promises. The result in the 
City of New York meets the expectations of our friends-2154 major­
ity for Polk-and is an index which points unerringly to a great triumph 
throughout the State. Pennsylvania! Virginia! ! New York! ! !  Are we still 
to invoke our philosophy to be prepared for defeat? Not a jot of it! The 
thing is rounded off. I repeat my sincere congratulations, and send them, 
from the bottom of my heart, to the noble old Sage of the Hermitage. 1 
New Jersey cannot but be affected on this her second day with the clap 
of thunder from N. York. But she is at liberty to stand by her broad seal 
if she likes, and will not be missed. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Andrew Jackson. 
TO GEORGE M. DALLAS 
G. M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Nov 6th 1844 
Our election took place on yesterday. The Democratic majority in 
Maury County (this County) is 707 votes. In the Gubernatorial elec­
tion of 1843 my majority was 379, making a gain of 328 votes. We have 
the returns from Marshall County except one precinct. The Democratic 
majority is about 750. In 1843 it was 640. We have the returns also from 
Giles County: The Democratic majority is 70 votes. In 1843 the Whig 
majority was 81 votes. 
1843 1844 
w D w D D. Gain 
Maury do 379 do 707 328 
Marshall do 640 do 750 1 10 
Giles 81 do 70 151 
Dem. Gain in 3 Counties 589 
The Whig majority in the state in 1843 was 3833. There are 82 counties 
in the state, and unless the strong Whig Counties have increased their 
majorities beyond all reasonable calculation, we have carried the state, 
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by a majority ranging probably between 1000 & 3000 votes. I think the 
state is safe, but by a close vote. I will keep this letter open that I may 
add any further returns which may be received before the mail closes. 
In haste . . . .  
[P.S.] The returns are just in from Lawrence County. 
1843 
W D 
5 do 
1844 
W D 
do 63 
ALS. MH. Addressed to Philadelphia. 
FROM ANDREW J. DONELSON 
JAMES K. PoLK 
D. Gain 
68 
Dr Sir New Orleans Nov 6 1844 
You will be desirous of knowing the result of the elections here. That of 
this city can only be assumed as the basis of calculation for the parishes 
of the state where the polls will not close until 4 oclock to day. The vote 
of this city gives Clay a majority of about 400, Seven hundred less than 
his friends bet on the day previous to the election. Our party have now 
no doubt that the vote of the whole state will give you a majority ranging 
between 900 and 1200. 
If the lst days returns from Penna should show that the natives of 
Philadelphia are separated from the Whigs, or even so far as to make 
you 2000 stronger in that city and county, I shall set it down as evi­
dence of your success throughout the union. But unfortunately I shall 
not have this information for some weeks after it will be known to you 
as the vessel on which I am to sail will be off in the morning and the 
communication between this place and Galveston is yet irregular. 1 
It is wonderful what ignorance prevails with many of the citizens in 
this section of the Union respecting the bearing which the Presidential 
election has on the Texas question. Many honest men have been led to 
believe that Clay's influence will be exerted to acquire the Territory and 
even some citizens of Texas are so much duped as to countenance the 
idea. 
The Texas congress will assemble about the time ours will. When 
Houstons term expires I wish to be there before the message of his suc­
cess is delivered, so as to turn to the best account the result of our elec­
tions whatever it may be. If you are elected I shall use the fact as decisive 
of the wish of the people of the U States to incorporate Texas immedi-
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ately into our Union, and shall calculate that the response to this wish 
on the part of the Government of Texas will be such as to shut out effec­
tually all machinations of Great Britain and other powers to defeat it. 
Mexico's war will then terminate in a protest, and Great Britain will tell 
her that it is better to stop at that point than enlarge the national debt. 
But if Clay should be elected what then? How undefined become all 
the speculations respecting the existence of slavery. What a dark clould 
will at once hang over the prospect of all our southern states. Great 
Britain will forthwith resume her projects for the abolition of slavery, 
and with the aid of Webster and Adams will consider that her game is 
insured. 
But it is useless to look at this side of the picture. Enough for the day 
will be the evil thereof. 2 
I will give you a particular account of the state of our affairs in Texas, 
as soon as I am informed of them. 
In the mean time believe me . . . .  
A. J. DoNELSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to Donelson's appointment as charge d'affaires to Texas. See 
Robert Armstrong to Polk, September 25, 1844. 
2. Paraphrase of the scriptural verse, "Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof. " Matthew 6:34. 
Dear Sir 
FROM ALEXANDER JONES 
241 8th Avenue 
New York Nov. 6th 1844 
As regards this city, "we have met the enemy and they are ours!" 1 We 
have carried the city in favour of Polk & Dallas by 2 127 majority, beat­
ing Whigs, Native Americans ,  and Abolitionist, all combined. The day 
proved fine and clear. The Whig Candidates for Congress & for Mem­
bers of the State Legislature all withrew; the entire Whig party voting 
for the Native American nominations in their stead, under the expec­
tation, that, the natives in return would vote the Whig Electoral Ticket 
and for the Whig Candidate for Governor. 2 In this expectation the Whigs 
only partially succeeded. Had it not been for this base coalition intrigue, 
our Electoral Ticket would have left the city with a clear majority of 
from 4 to 5000. As it is, are 3 friends have fought nobly, and gained a 
great Victory. Over 50,000 votes were cast. Our opponents fought with 
desperation. They "left no stone unturned. "  4 They left no lie, or fraud 
untried. To the last hour, to sunset they exerted their strength and in­
fluence to the utmost. They tried all kinds of bribery and corruption, 
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offering poor people employment for the winter, if they would only vote 
for Clay! It would not all do. To day the Polk & Dallas flags are waving 
in triumph over this great city. 
All the native and whig combination could accomplish was to elect sev­
eral members to the Legislature, and two, or three members to Congress 
on the Native American Ticket. We have elected two members to Con­
gress and how far else we have succeeded is not yet fully ascertained. 
The county returns from the interior are now arriving, all of which 
look favourable. Our friends are sanguine, that, we have carried the 
entire State; if so, you may make your arrangements to leave for Wash­
ington, for your election will thereby be placed beyond all doubt. 
I write this letter in the Office of the Journal of Commerce, which has 
received the latest and most correct information (as far as ascertained) 
with regard to the election in this state. The Editors have heard from 
nine counties including our New York, which give a Democratic Electoral 
Majority of 4, 781 ,  being a gain over 1840 of 1,549, when Harrison beat 
Van Buren in the whole state about 13,000 votes. In 1842 the Democratic 
Majority for Governor was about 21 ,000. On that large majority we have 
thus far sustained a loss of about 2,367. The final result in this state, 
will depend very much, probably, upon the disposition of the Abolition 
vote in the interior of the state. If they vote en mass for the Whigs, it is 
barely possible we may fail in carrying the state, or carry it by a moderate 
majority otherwise we must carry it by a large majority. Wright, it is said, 
run about 1000 ahead of his ticket in this city. 
22 Minutes of 2 Oclock P.M. We have reported returns from 16 counties 
in Virginia; they show no material difference over the election of 1840. 
Only 14 being set down as Whig gain. 
As soon we have sufficient returns in to determine the result in this 
state, I will write to you again. 
My sincere Respects to your amiable Lady . . . .  
ALEXR. JONES 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Variant of a quotation from Oliver H. Perry's dispatch to William H. 
Harrison, September 10, 1813. Perry wrote, "We have met the enemy, and they 
are ours."  
2. Millard Fillmore. 
3. Here Jones probably meant to write "our" instead of "are."  
4. Variant of the quotation "To leave no stone unturned, " a phrase commonly 
attributed to Euripides, Heraclidae, 1002. 
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FROM JOHN McKEON 
My Dear Sir, New York Novr. 6. 1844 
My prophecy is fulfilled. The City of New York has given a Polk & 
Dallas Majority of 1941.  This is indeed a triumph over the coalition of 
Whigs & Natives. Mr. Van Buren received in 1840 the majority of 900. 
in this City. We have now more than doubled his majority. The increase 
is almost the number we have naturalized since last spring. Never have 
men acted more faithfully than the entire democracy of this City. Every 
man worked as if the safety of the party rested on him alone. Great 
efforts were made by Whig & Native inspectors to exclude our votes but 
three of us legal gentlemen rode to the different polls & gave advice to 
our voters how to act. We soon found the enemy giving way under our 
movements. 
There are flying rumours from the river counties. Some of the Whigs 
still claim the state but I believe we have carried it but by a very small 
majority. I heard one of the editors of the Tribune (Clay) admit that in 
his opinion the state had gone for us. 1 I hear that Weed the editor of the 
Evening Journal (the state paper of the Whigs) admits we have carried 
the state. 2 
You should have witnessed the wild enthusiasm of the democracy last 
night. The City rang with their shouts & with the roar of cannon. I 
have never witnessed such exultation. We have probably elected two 
congressmen. This is doing better than we expected. 
So far as heard from we have gained largely on our vote of 1840. Unless 
Flagg & all our friends have been greatly deceived we must be safe in the 
state. 
Give us Tennessee and we are triumphant. 
J. McKEoN 
P.S. Connecticut is against us. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Founded b y  Horace Greeley i n  1841 ,  the New York Tribune endorsed Henry 
Clay in the presidential contest of 1844. 
2. Thurlow Weed, editor of the Albany Evening Journal and opponent of the 
New York Democracy, supported John Q. Adams' presidential bid in 1824; joined 
the Anti-Mason party in 1830; organized New York Whigs in the state elections 
of 1834, 1836, and 1838; led his party to gubernatorial victories with William H. 
Seward in 1838 and 1840; and carried New York for William H. Harrison over 
Martin Van Buren in 1840. Although an ardent anti-slavery man, he approached 
politics from a pragmatic perspective and often scorned radical proposals, such as 
those put forward by the abolitionists. He followed Seward into the Republican 
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party in 1854, but failed to win for his friend the party's presidential nominations 
in 1856 and 1860. 
FROM J. G. M. RAMSEY 
My Dear Sir Mecklenburg Nov. 6 1844 
I drop you a line before the stage arrives. I have sent to town by 1ny 
son Crozier 1 for the results of the election yesterday in Knox County. 
If it arrives before the mail closes it will be appended. I have returns 
from but three districts. This one the 1 7th gave last year 100 Whigs & 
33 Democrats. It voted yesterday 96 W & 32 D. & we sent off to neigh­
bouring Districts 4 active Democrats to watch the polls etc. & colonised 
6 timid or doubtful voters each of whom voted right making our Dem. 
vote 42 & one old man unable to be brought to the polls. The other two 
districts have not done quite so well but both have given a Dem. gain & 
a Whig loss. Putting the three together & supposing the State at large 
to have voted in the same ratio we have carried the State. Knox County, 
where the White & Williams parties 2 have each been vying for the last 
6 years which of them is the most active in & can do the most for the 
Whig cause, is I believe the hardest county in the State to operate in for 
our cause, & in these three Districts the Whigs have laboured more to 
retain their strength than any others in the county. So that I have some 
reason I think to hope you have carried the State. The remaining 14 
Districts I hope have done better. If the returns reach me in time they 
will be inclosed. 
I hear nothing further from Jefferson. I hope our friends have availed 
themselves of every lawful advantage the peculiar condition of things 
there offered. 3 
We had recalled McClungs appointment for Knoxville on the 4th. But 
a large number of citizens attended & A. R. Crozier spoke two hours 
Monday afternoon with great spirit & effect & closed the campaign by 
an earnest appeal to his Democratic hearers to repair to their respective 
polls to morrow & rescue Tennessee from Federalism. 
The battle is now over & I still hope the victory is won. If the amal­
gamation of all the pernicious isms in the north 4 has not been effected 
you are the President of the United States. God grant that it may be so! 
J. G. M. RAMsEY 
[P.S.] I unfold my letter to give you as I have this moment received the 
vote of Knox Count "Polk 502 Clay 2013-last year P. 454 J. 191 1 .  thus 
gaining some upon the Whig vote of 1843. Anderson County reported 
Whig majority 305. Precinct at Louisville Blount Cty Dem. Gain 17 ."  
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That will do if it is so all over the State. I still keep this letter unsealed 
to get accounts from Sevier & Jefferson if the driver or passengers bring 
me any reliable intelligence. 
Jefferson 
Cocke 
P. 
252 
1 1 1  
C. 
1600 
506 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
three Dist. to hear from 
1. John Crozier Ramsey was the eldest son of J. G. M. and Peggy Barton 
Crozier Ramsey. 
2 .  Hugh L. White and John Williams, both connected by kinship or marriage 
to Knoxville's founder, James White, dominated East Tennessee politics for over 
two decades. Williams, whose wife, Melinda, was a sister of Hugh L. White and 
a daughter of James White, fought in the War of 1812 as a regimental comman­
der under Andrew Jackson and served in the U.S. Senate from 1815 until 1823, 
when he lost his bid for reelection to Jackson. Williams' two sons, Joseph L. 
and John, both pursued political careers: Joseph won three terms as a Whig in 
the U.S. House, 1837-43; and John represented Knox County two terms in the 
Tennessee House, 1845-59. White broke party ranks in 1836 when he allowed 
his name to be put forward as the South's presidential candidate; his supporters 
subsequently provided much of the leadership for the Whig party's formation 
and management in the southern states. 
3. See J. G. M. Ramsey to Polk, October 28, 1844, and November 4, 1844. 
4. Reference is to nativism and abolitionism, some proponents of which had 
formed alliances with like-minded Whigs in Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
My Dear Sir Philad. Nov. 6th 1844 
I sent you a line this morning 1 in which I said we would I thought carry 
New York, & that we would also run a very good chance for New Jersey 
& Delaware. I am still more confirmed in this opinion. This morning I 
reed a letter, requesting me to see that the Revenue Cutter be allowed 
to come up the Bay of Delaware, to give the men & officers belonging 
to Delaware a chance to vote. I have attended to this request. Every 
freeman, entitled to vote, ought to have the opportunity afforded to him. 
A committee waited upon R. Tyler Esq. 2 to day to go down to Delaware 
to address the Irishmen at the factories. We hope his visit will prove 
advantageous. He is a very eloquent speaker. He promised me to day 
to go down at the time fixed for the meeting. The News from New York 
you will read with immense pleasure. I feel very anxious for Tennessee 
for your sake & for the sake of the Old General. 3 
282 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
I take it for granted that you reed as good a share of the votes of the 
Democratic natives in N.Y. as you did in Philada. Some of our speakers, 
& Editors, north & South have not handled the native question with suf­
ficient caution. For myself, I think it best (at least for the present) not 
to disturb the question. By a proper course of procedure, we may pos­
sibly keep the native Democrats from acting with the Whig Natives for 
the future. In the city & county of Philada. many of our Democrats were 
distressed with the Maryland Ohio & Conn. news yesterday, & last night 
I met them at a Public meeting & cheered them in a speech in which I 
promised them glorious news to day. I am glad, that all I promised has 
been so fully realized. 
I think enough of the abolitionists will stand by Birney, to make our 
success certain in New York. Birney's letter exposing their forgery on 
him, was dated at Batavia the hotbed of abolition. 4 It is right therefore 
to expect that he will get the abolitionists there. Remember me to Mrs. 
Polk and tell her that I say that you are elected President & that I shall 
be greatly delighted to see her in the White House next March. 
J. B. SuTHERLAND 
[P.S.]  3 p.m. A friend just from New York says we will have a majority of 
5 thousand. If the abolitionists stand up to Birney, all is safe. I herewith 
send you all the papers from New York. 5 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia; franked by Andrew Jackson. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Robert Tyler, eldest son of John Tyler, served in the Land Office at Washing­
ton during his father's tenure as president. Later he practiced law in Philadel­
phia, served as register of the Confederate Treasury, and edited the Montgomery 
Daily Advertiser. 
3. Andrew Jackson. 
4. See Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 26, 1844. James G. Birney's let­
ter, dated October 26, 1844, was published in the New York Herald of November 
5, 1844. 
5. Enclosures not found. 
FROM JAMES D. WASSON 1 
10 O.C. P.M. Post Office 
Dear Sir Albany Nov. 6. 1844 
It gratifies me much to assure you that I have this evening reed returns 
from different portions of this State to assure you that you have the 
Electoral vote ofthis State from 5 to 7,000 & Gov. will be higher probably 
2 or 3,000. All is safe in this State after a dreadful struggle and all kinds 
oflies & deception with a great quantity of money 5 to 10 Dolls was freely 
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paid in this City for votes but the Democracy were on the alert and thank 
God are successful. 
I have not the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with you, and I had 
determined not to write you unless we were successful. This morning 
Gov. Marcy, A. C. Flagg, Genl. Dix, John Van Buren & myself were cooped 
up together, 2 almost in despair from the returns then reed, & the Whigs 
in high spirits offering any amount of Bets, which were not taken, by 
the way they have suffered much in that way. On the arrival of the Rail 
Road Cars & Steam Boats all doubts were dispelled and no mistake . . . .  
JAMES D. w ASSON 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Wasson served as postmaster of Albany, N.Y. ,  through Polk's term as pres­
ident. 
2. William L. Marcy, Azariah C. Flagg, John A. Dix, and John Van Buren. 
Soldier, lawyer, and railroad president, John A. Dix served two years as adjutant 
general of New York, 1831-33, and one term as a member of the New York House 
in 1842. Elected as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate seat vacated by Silas Wright 
in 1845, Dix ran unsuccessfully in 1848 as the gubernatorial candidate of the 
Free Soil party, served in the Union army as a general officer during the Civil 
War, and won election to the governorship on the Republican ticket in 1873. A 
lawyer and member of the radical wing of the New York Democracy, John Van 
Buren won a single term in 1845 to the office of attorney general; he married 
Elizabeth Vanderpoel, the daughter of James Vanderpoel, who was a prominent 
Albany lawyer and wealthy landholder in Kinderhook. 
FROM HENDERSON K. YOAKUM 
My Dear Sir Murfreesboro Tenn Nov 6, 1844 
The election is over, and your destiny is in some way determined. I 
hope for the best, but almost despond. Whatever may be the result how­
ever I feel that your wisdom & philosophy will enable you to bear it with 
dignity. And I know the world will not find any thing in the manner in 
which you have conducted the canvass wherewith to reproach you. In 
this county we have fought against the wealth & power of the Bell & 
Foster Kith, and have gained 44 votes on the election of 1843, counting 
the Williamson fraction. 
For my own part I have long since determined to leave the State. I have 
spent ten years here in almost fruitless controversy. The necessities of a 
growing young family require that I should go away from strife & make 
wherewithal to buy them food & raiment. Should I see a fair prospect of 
annexing Texas, I shall go there; if not, elsewhere. 
Maj Hickerson 1 met with a serious accident at Woodbury on Saturday 
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last. The story is that while he was speaking in the court house he said 
"E. Polk is a tory, JKP is a tory, & those who support him are tories. "  
Just as h e  finished the last words a rock hit him i n  the mouth, breaking 
his jaw and knocking out some of his teeth. It is not known who threw 
the rock. You have a large increase upon the vote of 43 in that county­
say 135. 
The election here was attended with some of the richest scenes you 
ever witnessed. There was kidnapping enough on both sides to put half 
the county in the penitentiary. I hope never again to witness the like. 
Indeed I am fully persuaded this country cannot stand another such cam­
paign, and I am sure no one can judge of the policy decided upon, when 
the balance of power is determined by bargain and sale. 
H. YoAKUM 
P.S. just as I signed my name I heard a gun fire. It was Bailey (whig) shot 
at Sanders (dem). 2 No harm done. The news from Ohio is distressing. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Yoakum's reference probably is to one of the Hickerson family of neighbor­
ing Coffee County; the Hickersons were staunch Whigs. 
2. Bailey and Sanders have not been identified further. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
12 Oclk 
Dr Sir [Nashville, Tenn.] 7 Novmr [ 18]44 
The Democrats of Nashville are Indeed in their Glory. I have never 
seen anything like it. The news from Pennsyl. is almost too good to 
stand. Great God what a Triumph. I send you the slips of the Union 
and the letters to me giving the Information. 
This state is close but our majority will not fall  below my estimates 
of 1400 unless Huntsman, Rowles, Crozier, Geo. Powell &c are greatly 
deceived. 1  
¥le have only the Whig Report from Lincoln of 175 majority. I hope 
it is more. We have no other returns but what you have. None in to 
day but Warren. Laughlin says our gain there will be 54 to 70. Several 
Districts not heard from. Tomorrow night's ( 12 Oclk) mails will show us 
how the state has gone. I will start the mail or an Express after 12 Oclk 
of the news &c &c . I am in haste. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Adam Huntsman, George W Rowles, Arthur R. Crozier, and George R. 
Powel. Powel represented Hawkins and Sullivan counties in the Tennessee 
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House for one term, 1835-37, and served as circuit court clerk of Hawkins 
County from 1840 until 1852. 
FROM JOHN P. CHESTER 
My Dear Sir [Jacksboro, Tenn. Nov. 7, 1844] 1 
I have just time to enclose you a slip containing the votes of this 
county2 with the majorities in Sullivan 12 12 in Green about 700 a small 
gain in Carter of 20 or thirty and a few in Johnson. 
In the evening after the Coons heard the vote of this County, they 
formed a procession with transparencyes, marched up until they came 
opposite my house where they commenced swearing & abusing the com­
pany on the porch and boastering them to come down. They went down 
and faced them, when one of the Coons threw a rock at some of the 
democrats and hit a Coon boy of 18 years of age who died this morning 
of the wound. His scull was fractured from one ear to the other across 
the head. 
J. P. CHESTER 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Place and date identified by postmark cancellation and through content 
analysis. 
2. Enclosure with vote of Campbell County not found. 
FROM JONATHAN I. CODDINGTON 
Thursday Evening 
My dear Sir New. York Nov. 7. 1844 
The Boat is just in from Albany & we have carried the State by at least 
5000 & it may reach 7000. On the Electoral ticket, this is rather less than 
your Democratic friends here expected to give you, but considering what 
base lies & forgeries our political opponents resorted to to deafeat us, it 
is the most glorius victory that we ever achieved in this City or State, not 
excepting that of 1800. Altho. this secures your Election, yet we hope to 
hear that Indiana & Tennessee has done likewise. 
Some of the newspapers are attempting to create a jealousy against 
the friends of Mr. V Buren but there is not the least foundation for it. 
Mr Wrights vote over the electoral ticket is owing to the Whigs voting 
for him in prefference to giving their votes to Fillmore beleiving that 
Mr. Wright would manage the State finances much better than his Whig 
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opponent. A great many Whigs told me on the day of the Election that 
they should vote for Mr W on this account. 
The Whigs were much elated here last evg. after the arrival of the Boat 
bringing a few returns from the abolition counties which induced them 
to beleive that they had dropd. Birney & gone over to Clay. But they 
have given up the State this afternoon. Maine votes on Monday next & 
will follow in the foot steps of the Empire State, which will only increase 
your majority as you are elected without. 
J. I. CODDINGTON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM ALEXANDER JONES 
Dear Sir 
1/2 past 8 P.M. 241 8h Avenue 
New York Nov. 7h 1844 
I congratulate you on the result in this state! We have heard from all 
the counties but 14 or 15. Our friends feel assured that you have carried 
the state. 
In no event can your majority over Clay be less than 2000, even allow­
ing Clay to get the same vote in the counties to hear from that Harrison 
obtained in 1840. Your majority may be increased to 4 or 5000. The 
Albany Argus claims the state for you and Dallas by 5000! 
Virginia is safe! Tamany Hall is illuminated ! And our cannon is firing 
in the Park. This all being true, the election in your favour is settled! 
God be be praised therefore. I have requested the Editors of the Journal 
of Commerce to send you their paper, till all the election returns are 
pretty well recieved. They have taken much pains and expense to collect 
the latest and most correct official returns. 
I have sent you two copies by this mail. 1 
I write in great haste amidst great excitement among our friends. 
Indeed the whole city seems thrown into commotion by the news this 
evening by the gratifying news from the west of the state. The streets 
are full of people. 
News paper offices Hotels, & public political houses, all crowded. The 
Whigs, are all thunder struck and in utter astonishment, give up the 
contest! 
I again congratulate you! My highest respect and Esteem to your ami­
able & kind Lady. 
ALEXR. JONES 
November 7 1844 
ALS. DLG-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Newspapers not found. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
287 
My dear Sir 3 P.M. Philada N ovr 7th 1844 
Thus far, we have gained 8000 on the Whigs. We have seventeen coun­
ties east of the bridge 1 yet to be heard from & I think we will have enough 
to beat the Whigs, who think they can bring 10 thousand from the West. 
They I do not believe can do as much as they anticipate. The Harrison 
majority was very large on the Western & Lake borders on account of 
our Canadian difficulties. 2 I by no means dispair. I think we will carry 
the state of New York from the fact, that the abolitionists have not gone 
in for the Whigs. In Ontario County, we have a decrease of the Whig 
strength about 300 votes & in that county, there are 300 abolitionists. It 
will be remembered that in Oneida our majority is 769 & in that county 
the abolitionists [ . . .  ] 3 votes in 1840, & Harrisons majority 613. Our ma­
jority being about 140 more than Harrison-so the abolitionist have not 
here gone for the Whigs. Monroe (Rochester) 4 abolition, gave Harrison 
about 2000. Not5 it gives Clay 1200. So here the abolitionists have not 
helped the Whigs. It is fair to presume, that we will carry the state. 
Oswego gave for Harrison 285 majority. It now give our candidate 600. 
St. Lawrence, the adjoining County (Wrights) , 6 will give 1500 majority. 
It gave [ . . . ] 7 for Harrison before. This was one of the Lake counties in 
which the Canadian excitement operated so severely-Jefferson a strong 
Democratic Lake county gave 600 for Harrison & now gives 787 for Polk. 
I think on the whole we may fairly therefore count upon success in New 
York. New Jersey it is said is lost to us by a small vote. In haste. 
J. B. SuTHERLAND 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Reference is to the bridge over the Seneca River at Cayuga, N.Y. ; con­
structed of wood and extending over a mile in length, the Cayuga bridge served 
as the principal passage way for early nineteenth-century immigration into west­
ern New York. 
2. See Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
3.  Two words illegible. 
4. Reference is to Monroe County and Rochester , N.Y. 
5. Sutherland probably intended to write the word "now." 
6. St. Lawrence, home county of Silas Wright, Jr., did not adjoin Oswego 
County. 
7. Word illegible. 
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FROM JAMES WHITCOMB 
My Dear Sir Indianapolis Nov. 7th 1844 
I have hitherto abstained from communicating to you the returns from 
Indiana, until I should feel a reasonable assurance of the result. I can­
not adequately express the pleasure I feel in now being enabled to say 
that Indiana responds gloriously to the nomination of the Democratic 
convention. This gratification is greatly enhanced from the fact that the 
contest in this State, severe & excited as it has been beyond example 
with us, has been fought on the great principles contended for by our 
party. We have kept the issues of opposition to a National Bank, a Rev­
enue as opposed to a Protective Tariff, opposition to the assumption of 
the State debts by the U. States & the distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands, the re-annexation of Texas & the sole occupancy of Oregon 
constantly before the people in our public discussions. 
We have had the wind in our faces from the commencement. We had 
Harrison's maj .  of 13,698 to overcome. We had the Whig majority of the 
legislative members procured at the last August election by the fraud­
ulent importation of votes as they were needed in certain counties, & 
the inference of their having the popular votes in their favor, to con­
tend against. We had the discouraging effect of the election of Friday 
previous in Ohio, showing a Whig gain on Bartley's majority, & which 
was exaggerated & circulated at many precincts just on the eve of our 
election, to overcome. In addition to all which, the forged Birney letter 1 
produced great effect in causing most of the abolitionists to merge with 
the Whigs. 
In spite of all these difficulties, however, the Democracy of Indiana 
have achieved a victory. I say achieved a victory, because although we 
have not heard from the whole ninety counties, yet we have returns 
which are sufficiently correct from above sixty counties & embracing 
more than three fourths of the population of the State, & which shows 
that the Democratic Ticket wants but about 100 votes of equalling my 
vote in the same counties in 1843, when I was elected by a little over 
2000 majority. These counties also, include all the strong Whig counties 
& nearly all the abolition portion of the State, & I confidently hope & 
believe that the remaining counties to be heard from will increase your 
vote 4 or 500 beyond my majority in 1843. 
I enclose you a slip containing our latest returns, in which they are 
compared with our election in 1843. 2 
I cannot now suffer myself to doubt (as some returns from Pa. are just 
in) that the administration of our Government will be entrusted to your 
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hands for the next four years, & exceedingly rejoice in the prospect of 
soon being able to congratulate you on the glorious result. 
JAS. WHITCOMB 
P.S. Your letter was duly rec'd3 & was extremely satisfactory! You a­
dopted a very proper course, in my judgment. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
2. Whitcomb enclosed Indiana's election results as reported in a broadside 
issued by Indiana State Sentinel on November 8, 1844. 
3. Letter not found. 
FROM CAMPBELL P. WHITE 1 
New York, N.Y. November 7, 1844 
White relates that yesterday's initial returns from the interior were so unfa­
vorable that he feared the loss of the whole state. Later returns indicate that 
although Polk's majority at present is but half of last year's twenty-two thou­
sand victory margin, his lead will hold up in the final count. He encloses returns 
from forty of New York's fifty-eight counties showing a Democratic majority, but 
notes that three-fourths of the returns from the infected district have not come 
to hand. 2 White concludes that in many instances "the Abolition party have 
abandoned their separate organisation & gone for Clay. " 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A New York City merchant, Campbell P. White emigrated from Ireland to 
the United States in .1816 and won election as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 
where he served from 1829 until his resignation and subsequent retirement in 
1835. 
2 .  See John T. Hudson to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
TO GEORGE M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Ten. Nov. 8th 1844 
We have returns from 18 Counties, which give a Democratic gain over 
the vote of 1843, of 1581 votes. We have to gain 2252 votes, in the Coun­
ties to be heard from, to overcome the majority against us, in 1843. This 
we will do unless there shall be a great falling off, from the estimates of 
our friends, in the Eastern and Western Divisions of the State. All the 
Counties heard from are in the Middle division, where we have done 
as well as we expected. The estimate before the election was, that the 
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Democratic majority in Middle Tennessee, would be 4000, that the Whig 
majority in East Tennessee would be 1500 to 2000, and in West Ten­
nessee 1000 to 1200. 
Twelve Counties in Middle Tennessee remain to be heard from, in 
which we must gain 753 votes to come up to the estimate in that Division. 
This I think we shall do, and perhaps exceed it by 200 or 300 votes. Our 
party in the East & West, were not so well organized as in the Middle 
Division, & I fear may not come up to our estimate. The result in the 
State will probably be decided by a majority not exceeding 1000, either 
way, and that in the largest poll ever given. I think our chances, to carry 
the State are best, but in so close a contest, there must still be doubt. 
I have not heard a word from the Pennsylvania elections, but have 
great apprehensions that you may have been overwhelmed by the power 
of money and the corrupt means, which have been employed, by your 
unscrupulous adversaries. If we carry New York, we will succeed in the 
Union, whatever may be the result in Tennessee & Pennsylvania. That 
we will carry Indiana, Louisiana & Georgia, I have the strongest assur­
ances from rny friends in those States: & these with New York & our cer­
tain strength will make the election without Pennsylvania & Tennessee. 
But it is useless to indulge in speculations. The contest is settled, and 
whatever the result may be, you and I, will have the happy reflection, 
that neither ourselves or our party have resorted to any dishonorable 
means to attain success. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. PT. Addressed to Philadelphia and marked "Private. "  An unidentified 
writer penned the following endorsement on the cover of the letter: "One other 
County heard from. Democrats gain 120. " 
FROM JOHN T. HUDSON 
Erie County New York 
Sir Buffalo N ovr. 8th 1844 
I took the liberty a short time since to send you my estimate of the 
probable result of the Election in the Counties composing the 8th Sen­
atorial District in this State 1 under the supposition that the opinion of 
an actual resident in this Whig stronghold might not be without interest 
to you. In that estimate I placed the probable loss of the Whigs in the 
Counties which compose this District on the majority which they gave 
for Harrison in 1840, at from 3500 to 4000 votes. The election has since 
taken place & the accuracy of my estimate can now be tested by the ac­
tual result, which I have now ascertained from accurate & undoubted 
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returns received from all the Counties. I give them as follows: 
Counties Maj for Harrison 1840 Maj for Clay 1844 
Chautauqua 2640 2200 
Erie 3099 1850 
Genessee 3248 1500 
Wyoming 650 
Niagara 745 516 
Orleans 579 283 
Monroe 1633 1279 
Whig Maj .  in 1840 1 1944 Whig maj 1844 8278 
8278 
Whig loss in 1844 3666 
The votes of 1844 as given above are as nearly accurate as unofficial re­
turns can be. The official return may vary them a little, but the variation 
will be to our favor, as the first returns came from the Whig & are usually 
given in round numbers & as high as they actually are. I am of opinion 
that the actual Whig loss in the District will be as great as 3800. This re­
duction in this hitherto impregnable stronghold will be of great service, 
or rather I should say has been of great service in carrying the State for 
us, which has undoubtedly been done. To contend against such odds is 
an arduous matter & to preserve the integrity of our vote in these over­
whelming Counties is difficult: but to not only retain that but to increase 
it as we have done at this election & to effect a reduction in the majority 
of our opponents required great energy resolution & enthusiasm. All 
these we had. Every man has done to the utmost of his ability, sparing 
neither time nor labor & the result has been the complete redemption of 
the state. We have returns from sufficient number of Counties includ­
ing the City of New York to show conclusively that Democratic Electoral, 
Gubernatorial & Canal Commissioner ticket has been elected, that a ma­
jority of the Congressional delegation will be Democratic & that we have 
elected seven out of eight Senators & more than two thirds of the house 
of Assembly. We had to overcome in the state the Whig majority of 1840 
which amounted to 13200. This we have overcome & the electoral ticket 
has, as far as heard from 1500 majority. The remaining Counties to be 
heard from voted in 1840 as follows: 5 Whig Counties gave collectively 
2102 Whig majty & 7 Democratic Counties gave collectively 4196 Dem 
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majty. If they vote as they did in 1840 the Democratic majty in them will 
be 2094 which added to the 1500 already obtained in the others heard 
from will make 3594 Dem majty in the state. But these Counties it is rea­
sonable to suppose Gudging from the manner in which those heard from 
have gone) will not vote as they did in 1840, but that the Democratic 
Counties will gain for us & that the Whig majorities in the Whig Coun­
ties will be diminished. Indeed we are sure that the latter will be the 
case; indeed one of the Counties which voted Whig in 1840 will this year 
give 100 Democrates. My opinion, after looking over the whole ground, 
is that the Democratic majority in this State will exceed 4000. This may 
be considered very small: indeed it was in a poll of full 500.000 votes 
which is without doubt the number which has been cast. But that ma­
jority is in fact equal to at least 17000, because we had first to overcome 
a Whig majority of 13200 which added to 4000 makes about 17000. 
It is the greatest triumph since the first election of Mr Jefferson. We 
had especially in this State to contend against patronage, money, Com­
mercial interest to say nothing about the frauds misrepresentations & 
deceit which were every where used to effect a Whig victory. After it be­
came evident that Pennsylvania was Democratic this state was made the 
Battleground. On it rested the hopes of the opposition & to carry it ev­
ery engine that unscrupulousness could use & every means that dispair 
could devise were put in requisition. But in vain. Democracy triumphed. 
New York gives its 36 votes to a Democrat, the Union is saved & a re­
publican form of government & republican principles are preserved. 
I would add that the County in which Mr Van Buren resides has dou­
bled the Democratic majority it gave in 1840 & that in which Mr Wright 
resides which gave a Whig majority in 1840 gives this year a Democratic 
majority of 1400. We are now receiving returns from Michigan which 
indicate that the Democratic ticket will be elected there by at least 4000 
majority. 
The election of a Democratic President is in our opinion placed beyond 
all doubt. I gave it as my opinion at the Convention at Baltimore last May 
after the nomination had been made that the Democratic party would 
carry every state South of Maryland & West of it except Kentucky & 
Ohio. I may be mistaken perhaps in Indiana, but every other of the states 
referred to I doubt not will give a Democratic vote. Be that however as it 
may enough of them will be given with New York & Pennsylvania Maine 
& N. Hampshire to elect a Democrat. This was my ambition & that of 
every Democrat in this State. We promised not to be found lagging in 
the Contest & I think I can say that our pledge has been redeemed. 
In the hope that you will not deem this an impertinent intrusion . . . .  
JoHN T. HunsoN 
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ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Reference is to a seven-county area in the western part of New York. Rec­
ognized as a Whig stronghold, "the infected district, "  as Democrats called it, pre­
viously had supported the Anti-Mason movement and more recently had taken 
up the abolitionist cause. See John T. Hudson to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
FROM JOHN McKEON 
My Dear Sir New York N ovr. 8. 1844 
The die is cast. The struggle is over. The battle has been fought in 
the State and victory perched on the democratic banner. The returns 
brought by this mornings boat shew that Polk & Dallas have carried the 
State. The Courier & Enquirer gives us 5000. majority. 1 The Evening 
Journal at least 2000. 2 These are the leading Whig journals of the State. 
From all the returns I must advance on the majority I wrote yesterday 
we should receive. Instead of 2000 it will probably be almost 4000. 
You may possibly hear that there is no certainty to the electoral ticket 
& that our majorities heard from are for Wright as Governor. There is no 
doubt of our success in the electoral by thousands. Wright will have 8 or 
9 thousand majority. The cause of the difference is not Whig votes given 
to Wright but as I suspect some of Mr Van Burens friends who voted 
Wright & would not vote our electoral ticket. I am not disposed to say 
harsh things at such a time but I regret to see this difference between 
our tickets. We have gained back all the counties lost in 1840 by the 
Canadian excietment. 3 
The Whigs as usual cry out that fraud has defeated them. The truth 
is that the triumph is one in which the men of the country have defeated 
the money of the country. Immense sums I am satisfied were spent by 
the Whig party but in vain. The true Catalina part has been always 
evinced by them. Profusus sui, alieni appetens. 4 This splendid result 
accomplished by the democracy of the Union should teach the Whigs 
one lesson. At least to be more careful as to investing money in political 
questions. 
The democracy of the City is in a blaze of excitement. Mutual congrat­
ulations are exchanged. Last night Tammany Hall was lighted up. The 
City resounded during the whole night with the huzzas of the exaulting 
democrats. 
I have kept you advised almost daily since my return of the state of 
the war in this City & state. My task is finished. The New York election 
closes the campaign. Your troubles now begin. The responsibilities of 
the high office to which you have been called are I believe undertaken 
by you in a spirit which will shew the democracy how well their trust 
294 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
has been placed in you. I congratulate you on the magnificent triumph. 
I congratulate my fellow citizens on the prospect of a restoration of the 
general government to a democratic administration. 
I pray you to present my regards to Mrs Polk and to remind her of 
the remark I made at Columbia when I parted with her that our next 
meeting would be in Washington. 
JoHN McKEoN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Reference i s  t o  the Morning Courier and New York Enquirer. 
2. Reference probably is to the Albany Evening Journal. 
3. For background on the Caroline affair, see Gansevoort Melville to Polk, 
October 26, 1844. 
4. Quotation is a variant of "alieni appetens, sui profusus," which translates, 
"desiring others' wealth, squandering one's own."  Reference is to the character 
of the Roman conspirator, Lucius Sergi us Catilina. Sallust, Catilina, 5. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Saturday night 
Dr Govr. [Nashville, Tenn.] 9 Novr [ 18]44 
The news to night from Pennsyl & Indiana is Most Cheering and has 
put our City in life & Spirits (the Democratic portion at least) . You have 
carried Pennsyl sweepingly, 10 to 12 Thousand. The PM Louisville 1 
writes that Indiana has gone by 2 to 3 Thousand. I have no doubt of 
it. The Whigs claim some little gain in the river Counties of Virginia. 
'l"'ennessee is Close. Your majority in Middle Tennesse is 3800. Not less . 
The Whig acct. from Gibson Henderson & Madison is not correctly 
given. 2 If East Tennessee has done her duty we are safe by a few hun­
dred. I have requisitioned Harris & Humphreys to write and send you 
a full statement. Sunday nights Boat will bring all. You never saw such 
excitement and feeling such as rush to assertain the news. I am broke 
down. 
I send Massleman 3 our old Watchman out with your letters & papers. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
[P.S.] We have not I hope lost Tennessee. The last vote must be in before 
we give her safe. I see Prentice4 in his paper to night gives up Indiana. 
RA 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to Littleberry Mosby, who served as postmaster from 1841 
until 1846. 
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2. The Nashville Whig of November 9, 1844, reported a total Whig gain of 297 
votes for the counties of Carroll, Henderson, Madison, and Gibson. 
3. Not identified further. 
4. Formerly the editor of the Hartford Connecticut Mirror and author of 
an appreciative biography of Henry Clay (1830) ,  George D. Prentice moved to 
Louisville, Ky., and established the Louisville Journal, which he edited from 
1830 until 1868. 
TO GEORGE M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. N over. 9th 1844 
I wrote to you on yesterday. Last night, we had returns from 25 out 
of the 30 counties in Middle Tennessee, which give a Democratic gain of 
2 198 votes over the vote of 1843. We have reported returns also from 
four of the Counties in the Western Division of the State, which give a 
Whig gain over the vote of 1843 of 88 votes. I fear our friends in the 
West have been mistaken in their estimates. The four Counties in that 
Division which have been heard from are all strong Whig Counties. AE 
the account now stands there has been a gain in 29 Counties of 2 1 10 
votes, over the vote of 1843, which being deducted from 3833, the Whig 
majority in 1843, leaves 1723 votes to be overcorne in the balance of the 
State. I am greatly disappointed in the vote of the 4 Counties heard from 
in the West, and if our friends are as much mistaken, in their estimates in 
the remaining Counties in the East & West, the contest in the State will 
be exceedingly close, and it is impossible to form a satisfactory opinion 
which party will carry the State. The returns from all the Strong Whig 
Counties in the East, will reach Nashville, a day earlier than they will 
this place and you will probably view them, by the mail which will convey 
you this letter. 
The returns from the Counties heard from in Middle Tennessee, come 
fully up to our estimates, and I hope our friends have not been so much 
mistaken in their estimates in the East & West as I fear they have 
been. 
We received returns to day from 5 Counties in Pennsylvania-viz Al­
legheny, Washington, Westmoreland, Green & Fayette, which give a gain 
of 717 votes over Mr Shunk's vote in your October election, which we 
think puts an end to all doubt about the vote of that State. 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. PT. Addressed to Philadelphia and marked "Private ."  
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FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Saturday Eve 9 o'clock 
My Dear Sir: Nashville [November 9, 1844] 1 
We are in high spirits to-night. The intelligence from Pa. and Indiana, 
in the judgment of our friends, renders those States certain. 
From the best calculations we can make our majority in all Middle 
Tennessee (Fentress excepted) is 3730. If there be a gain of 70 in Fen­
tress, as we hope, it reaches 3800. 
Hamilton, Marion, Knox, Grainger, Roane, Jefferson, Anderson and 
Bledsoe, of East Tennessee, show a nett whig gain of three, according to 
our figures. 
Henry, Weakley, Benton, Hardeman Madison and Perry, give us 650 
gain, while Carroll and Henderson give 57 the other way. 
A gentleman at the Nashville Inn 2 tonight says he passed through 
MeN airy on the evening of the election, and that our gain is great there-­
mere rumor. 
A gentleman who voted in Shelby and left for this place immediately 
says our friends confidently expected to carry that county by a handsome 
majority. 
The Whig published false reports for Madison Henderson, Gibson etc 
this morning which shook our confidence a little, 3 but we now believe 
if E. Tenn. does not fall entirely through, we have the State by a few 
hundreds. 
In making our calculations for Middle Tenn. we have had access to 
official returns from some 20 counties. 
I was most sadly disappointed in Ohio, after the full vote of Hamilton. 4 
Therefore I will advance no opinion on the exact result of the State. 
As I have always known since the nomination, we are to be decidedly 
triumphant in the Union. The all-absorbing solicitude of the present 
moment is for our own Tennessee. Gen. Armstrong thinks we have it. 
J. G EO. HARRIS 
[P.S.] Indiana Whig gain over vote of '43 in 18 counties-4 votes only. 
Pa. 2 1  counties Dem gain over Shunk's vote 1860. News from N. York 
cheering. Dem. portion of the natives have had a great & glorious meet­
ing. 5 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. A landmark hotel, the Nashville Inn was located on the north side of the 
public square. 
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3. See Robert Armstrong to Polk, November 9, 1844. 
4. Returns from Cincinnati, seat of Hamilton County, gave Polk an early lead 
in the Ohio election count. 
5. Democratic American Republicans held a meeting in front of City Hall on 
the evening of October 31 ,  1844, which was reported in the New York Herald of 
November 1, 1844. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
6 oclock am 
My dear Sir. Philada Nov 9th 1844 
Last night I met an immense mass of our Democratic friends over­
flowing with enthusiasm. Having promised, from my calculation, that 
the State of New York, would go for us & having explained my reasons 
for my belief, when they were over whelmed with misgivings, it was but 
natural that on the receipt of the news of our victory that they should call 
upon me most clamorously to address them. I accordingly ascended the 
platform & was reed as Democrats are capable of receiving their friends. 
Mter addressing them for sometime, & lamenting that we could not wait 
upon you personally, I proposed, that we should visit Mr Dallas, & con­
gratulate him upon your, his, & our success. This proposition was reed 
with deafening applause. I then also proposed, that we should have a 
procession, to take place next Wednesday week when, the Democracy, 
will doubless turn out in its full might. The procession for the Evening 
was then formed, & Mr Dallas notified of the advance of the immense 
body of freemen to congratulate him. I then went to see Mr Dallas & 
explain the time of their expected arrival. A few minutes only elapsed, 
before we heard their approaching huzzas. At length they reachd the 
residence of the Vice Presidential candidate of the Democracy, who en­
chained the thousands present, with a most eloquent speech for about 
1/2 an hour. The only, thing, that I desired was, that you & the Old 
Genl. 1 could have seen this multitudinous throng of freemen & had the 
chance of speaking to them. Many of them will however see & hear you 
at your Inauguration. 
We have great hopes now of N.C. I have often in my speeches to the 
people here, since the Georgia election claimed NC. Yesterday afternoon 
the Hon. J. Wentworth, 2 met me in the street & told me, that he was 
just from Washington and that the evening before, they had celebrated 
at that place, our victory anticipated in N.C. They were all sure he said 
of N.C. I think we will have every slave holding state, except Maryland & 
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Kentucky. The Texas Question did a large business for us in the border 
counties of N.Y. lining Canada. 3 
Our cup of political joy is over flowing. Make my respects to Mrs Polk. 
J. B. SUTHERLAND 
Al..S. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and franked by Andrew Jackson. 
1. Andrew Jackson 
2. Elected as a Democrat to five terms in the U.S. House, 1843-51 and 1853-
55, John Wentworth of Illinois switched parties and in 1857 won election as a 
Republican to the mayorship of Chicago and served in that post until 1863; he 
won a sixth term in the U.S. House in 1865. 
3 .  Reference probably is to strong anti-British feelings among New York cit­
izens residing on the Niagara River border with Canada, where British troops 
had made incursions onto American soil while in pursuit of Canadian rebels in 
1838. See details of the Caroline incident in Gansevoort Melville to Polk, Octo­
ber 26, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Sunday night 
D Sir [Nashville, Tenn. November 10, 1844] 1 
I send you enclosed a list of Gains etc. for the State. Official in part 
and others Reported. I am fearfull we have lost The State by some 200 
or 300. It is mortifying. Eastman is in and brings official from East 
Tennessee all but five Counties. Taking his report for them 
East Tennessee has gained 1019 
Middle Tennessee placing Fentress at 4 7 Gain gives 2100 
The District Gives but 508 
3627 
This leaves a small majority against us. Perhaps when reports are cor­
rected we may Fare better. 
The News from Pennsyl. is good. The Whigs crow and say they have 
carried Indiana. Ried 2 and Dawson say we have and Prentice again in 
his paper3 received to night gives it up. 
It is one oclk. Heiss has my letters or I would send them. We look to 
New York-every thing depends on her. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
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ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. An Indiana Democrat, James G. Read served in the state legislature for 
over twenty years. He ran as the Democratic candidate for governor in 1831 
and 1834, but lost both races. He was a Polk presidential elector in 1844. 
3.  Reference is to the Louisville Journal. 
FROM SAMUEL H. LAUGHLIN 
My dear sir, McMinnville, Tenn. Nov. 10, 1844 
The battle is over, and the smoke and clouds of dust raised by the 
rencontre have already sufficiently passed away to enable us to see, as 
I am well satisfied, that to providence and a virtuous people our cause 
is indebted for a crowning and glorious victory. To say that I feel proud 
and happy, although writing in a sick bed, would not express half the joy 
and exultation I feel on the occasion. 
Here, returns come in slowly and irregularly. The enclosed 1 contains 
all we had here up to yesterday evening. Today, we have good news, 
showing upwards of 800 gain in East Tennessee, and many of our good 
counties, or rather several of our good counties to hear from. This news 
is on Whig authority, and when we get the truth, I expect it will be still 
better. You, however, I doubt, will have returns from all the counties 
before this reaches you. 
Our friends here are still under excitement, and parading nightly with 
bands of music, lights, small arms and a small cannon-marching in suc­
cessive nights, to the houses of prominent democrats in every direction 
for ten miles round. In this County the Whigs put forth all their pow­
ers from Nashville, and really believed they were going to gain 100 votes. 
Morford has hurried off to Nashville today, to explain I suppose how they 
were deceived, or rather to hedge off as they say in his bettings, for he 
and others hereabouts are in the way of losing enough to ruin them. 
In attending a meeting on Monday before the Election, I got a thor­
ough wetting, which has added both to the heat and cold of my ague, and 
which has kept me pretty nearly in bed ever since. Dr. Smartt, however, 
is patching me up with quinine pills, and I shall soon be well. I packed up 
on Thursday to start back to finish my few weeks of valedictory labors, 
but had to go to bed. The last of the copy I left at Nashville was ex­
hausted in an article on Tennessee political statistics, and an appeal to 
go to the polls, quoting Humphrey's revolutionary poetical address 2 to 
Washington's Army; but Col . Harris will keep things going well. I shall 
conclude my labors with serious, candid appeals to the democracy of 
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Tennessee upon their rights and future duties, both in regard to their 
position and their principles, and as a means of security, their duty in 
sustaining an independent press. These valedictories, and all leading 
Editorials of the Union from now till after the Inauguration you being 
elected, should be general in their character, so as to avoid the appear­
ance of committing you on any subject by implication as to the details 
of any measure. They, however, should be strong for the broad, general 
principles of democracy. This shall be the character ofwhat I shall write, 
and in a few weeks I shall write a good deal. 
The moment I can bear the stage, or buck my old gray, I will be at 
Nashville. Old Gen. Smartt 3 is here today at church. In his anticipations 
of final victory, he is a most happy man, and says that when I write I must 
convey you his respects and say, "may God bless you and yours. "  
I know how you are pressed with letters, and when I began to write, 
thought I would only write four lines uniting my congratulations with 
the tens of thousands which are daily reaching, and being sent to you. 
Already, I have a favor, however, to ask, not, however, as of the future 
President, but as of an old friend. If our electoral ticket prevails, and it 
has I doubt not, please say to Mr. J. H. Thomas, or any Elector you see, 
that I shall be thankful for the respectable but humble appointment of 
Messenger to carry the vote. Last time I went to Washington, it was at 
my own expense. 4 Now, I want to go at Uncle Sam's. I believe the pay 
about covers the expense of the whole trip. 
S. H. LAUGHLIN 
P.S. Dr. Smartt having distributed the copy of Owen's Texas Speech 
which the envelope of this covered, and saved me the frank, I use it to 
avoid the post office tariff. I suppose it is no harm. I learnt the way of it 
of yankee Editors and their members of Congress. S.H.L. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and franked by Julius W Blackwell. 
Laughlin marked the letter "Private. " 
1 .  Enclosure not found. 
2. Laughlin's references are to the Nashville Union editorials "Tennessee 
Election Statistics" and "To the Polls! " ;  they appeared respectively in the issues 
of November 2 and 4, 1844. A soldier, diplomat, and poet, David Humphreys 
rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel during the Revolutionary War and served 
as aide-de-camp to George Washington. Apart from poetry, he also published 
books on sheep breeding and agriculture and a biography of Israel Putnam. In 
the editorial "To the Polls! " Laughlin quoted two lines from Humphreys' poem, 
"On the Future Glory of the United States of America" : "With God-like aim, in 
one firm union bind,/ the common good and interest of mankind. "  
3 .  A farmer i n  Warren County since 1806, William C .  Smartt attained the 
rank of brigadier general in the militia following the War of 1812;  he served one 
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term in the Tennessee House, 1817-19, and two terms in the Tennessee Senate, 
182 1-23 and 1825-27.  He was the father of Thomas C. Smartt, Laughlin's son­
in-law and physician. 
4. Laughlin last visited Washington City in May and June while en route to 
and from the meeting of the Democratic National Convention, which met in 
Baltimore, Md. ,  May 27-3 1,  1844. 
FROM SAMUEL MEDARY 
Dear Sir, Columbus, 0. Nov. 10, 1844 
It is with unusual gratification that I can call you President elect. I 
feel as though our country had been snatched as it were from the jaws 
of despotism just ready to swallow her up. Had Mr. Clay succeeded in 
fastening upon us his measures I should almost have dispaired of the 
republic. 
The loss of Ohio cast us down beyond measure, our hopes of redeeming 
ourselves on the 1st of Nov. from the disgrace of defeat on the 8th of 
Oct. were too high. Fraud, forgery and the cursed abolitionists ruined 
us. They positively worked the women and children into the belief that if 
you were elected, their husbands and brothers should instantly be called 
to march as soldiers into Texas or Mexico to be butchered by Spaniards 
and Indians! I cannot think the country would suffer much, however, by 
such a catastrophy! 
Your majority in Indiana will be from one to two thousand. 
If our returns here from Kentucky are evidence of the State, Mr. Clay 
will be hard pushed at home. 
Our friends are in the greatest possible glee. The Whigs declare that 
their party is dissolved. 
S. MEDARY 
[P.S.] The news from N. York to-night reduces our maj . from expectations 
last night, but all safe. I have sent a statement to Genl. Armstrong, 
which he will send you with this. 1 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Medary wrote his postscript in the left margin of his letter. Reference is 
probably to Medary's letter to Robert Armstrong of November 9, 1844. ALS. 
DLC-JKP. 
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FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir [Nashville, Tenn. November 1 1 , 1844] 1 
I send you slips, Letters &c in another envelope. Virginia has done 
noblely, a fine increase in her vote upon Van Buren. 
Indiana following handsomely, while the Old Key Stone comes up with 
her Ten thousands. 
Federal Maryland has gone for Clay. The Signs from No Carolina look 
Improving. M[iss]ouri Miss & Georgia are all increasing and give the 
best Indications. 
Tennessee has been the bloody Ground in this Contest. So Close that 
it is Impossible to determine how the State has voted untill the Official 
returns come in and the Reported Majorities are Corrected. 
I place all the returns in Young's Box and have them opened here and 
take them down. 2 I will attend to this matter. 
The New York news shall go out by express & more rapidly than the 
last. We cannot have it before Wednesday night unless it is sent out from 
N. Y. by Express to Connect with the Mail at Cumberland. 
You never saw a people in so much confusion, so much at a loss, as 
Daring to get at and Determine this States Election. No business doing 
or attended to an nothing but a Search in{} after "The News. " 
My Impression is that we have carried the State. We surely have if 
our Reported Majorities are Correct, and Eastman says those of East 
Tennessee will turn out better when the Official reports are recvd. 
The Majority cannot be more than 50 votes. I am fearful that we have 
a wrong Report from Tipton: 200 Demo Majr brought by Judge Miller. 3 
We will have it all by Wednesday evening and forward on to you. 
The Old Genl4 sent me a Letter from Mr Van Buren of 3d in which he 
says "That all the combinations combined cannot defeat the Democratic 
party in New York. That your majority will be 1500 to 2000 in spite 
of every thing, let Whigs Natives &c do their utmost."  Harris' Brother 
writes me from Buffalo that in that Quarter all is going on Swimingly and 
Safely that no combinations can or has been effected there. In haste . . . .  
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2. John S. Young, a native ofVirginia, settled in Warren County, Tenn., about 
1830 and later moved to Nashville, where he practiced medicine. The General 
Assembly elected him secretary of state in 1839, and he held that position until 
1847. 
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3. Reference probably is to Austin Miller, a lawyer from Bolivar, Tenn. Judge 
of Tennessee's Eleventh Circuit Court from 1836 until 1838, Miller won election 
as a Democrat to three terms in the Tennessee House, 1843-47 and 1861-1863. 
4. Andrew Jackson. 
FROM CHARLES G. ATHERTON 1 
My dear Sir, Nashville N.H. November 1 1th 1844 
I cannot refrain from congratulating you on the result of the Elec­
tion in New York Pa & Virginia, which must render your Election to the 
Presidency & the glorious triumph of Democracy certain. Thanks-ten 
thousand thanks to our friends in those states who have conducted the 
contest with a zeal & energy worthy of the cause. The Empire State, 
Wright & Van Buren have behaved nobly. 
I spoke at Worcester Mass. on thursday Evening last. On that day the 
Whigs there, & in Boston were claiming a triumph in New York. They 
got out handbills in Worcester for a Whig Meeting in the Evening claim­
ing New York as sure for Clay. At half past four p.m. the democratic news 
came in by the Western Rail Road, & we had a Democratic gathering of 
two thousand in the Town Hall the enthusiasm of which defies descrip­
tion. The Whigs at Worcester, & Boston on friday were so completely 
chopfallen that they would have been really objects of compassion, did 
we not well know their overbearing insolence in times of success. 
I trust we shall hear in a few days that Tennessee has done her duty. 
Our good friends Col. & Mrs. Bell, it is to be feared, will not be highly 
gratified with the result of the Presidential campaign. 
Mrs. Atherton sends her congratulations and regards to Mrs. Polk to 
which please add my own, and believe me . . . .  
C. G. ATHERTON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Harvard graduate and lawyer in Dunstable (now Nashua) , New Hamp­
shire, Charles G. Atherton served three terms as a Democrat in the U.S. House, 
1837-43, and one term in the U.S. Senate, 1843-49. 
FROM JOHN F. H. CLAIBORNE 1 
My dear Sir, Natchez Nov 1 1th 1844 
We are now sanguine of carrying this state by at least 5,000 majority 
& Louisiana by at least 1 ,000. 
We have fought hard, & almost every man has done his duty. 
I have edited the Free Trader & Vicksburg Sentinel during the can­
vass, gratuitously, and done a large portion of the writing for the N.O. 
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Herald & Jeffersonian, a strong democratic journal, which you will see 
I am going down to take charge of & hope to give it a tremendous circu­
lation in La. this state & Arkansas. 
J. F. H. CLAIBORNE 
P.S. I reed. a letter from Silas Wright to day, but he speaks with much 
distrust of the result in N.Y. ,  but still hopes strongly. My faith never 
wavers. There can be no doubt. We cannot be beaten more than once in 
a qr of a century. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A lawyer, editor, and historian, Claiborne served two terms in the Missis­
sippi House, 1830-34, before his election to the U.S. House in 1835. His bid 
for a second term failed when Sergeant S. Prentiss contested the 1837 election 
and the House voted to seat Prentiss. Claiborne moved to New Orleans, La., in 
1844, where he edited the Daily Herald and Weekly Jeffersonian, the Louisiana 
Statesman, and later the Louisiana Courier. He also wrote several historical 
works including a history of Mississippi. 
FROM ROBERT P. FLENNIKEN 
My dear Sir Union Town 11 Nov [18]44 
Although from the moment I first heard of your nomination I have 
never doubted your election, yet this is the earliest opertunity I have 
of conveying to you absolute certainty of the result, & my most hearty 
congratulations upon your success & that of democratic principles. Your 
election is now certain. Your triumph noble, & the issue of the contest 
Glorious. Principle has succeeded over the duplicity, the chicanery & 
the fraud of the Whig party. The power of their money & the power of 
their combinations have alike proved unavailing, and the single hearted, 
honest yeomanry of the country, firmly fixed upon their principles with 
unshaken attachment to the institutions of their country have eminently 
triumphed. 
But my dear Sir, the moral effect of this achievement is perhaps its 
greatest beauty. Not only our political institutions in their simplicity 
& harmony are safe, but the veracity of the country of is safe. & Mr 
Clay with his many moral delinquencys, & the respectable & numerous 
party who sustained him are not only emphaticaly but I trust effectually 
rebuked. Again with heart felt Joy I congratulate you for your elevation 
to the "great office. "  
I have not time now nor has my feeling o f  anxiety sufficiently subsided 
since the result ofN. York has been known, to render a letter interesting 
to you. My principle object in writing is to apprise you that Dr Kennedy 1 
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of this town one of the principle owners of the National Road Line of 
stages and a distinguished democrat has proposed, or rather has in pro­
cess of building a coach to convey you upon your Journey to Washington 
from the city of Wheeling to Cumberland where you will take the cars. 
This coach although it will be a superb one, yet neither it nor any of our 
arrangements for conducting you from Wheeling to Cumberland on the 
N.R. 2 will have any thing of pageantry connected with them, but will 
conform to the true dignity of democratic style & deportment. This line 
of stages upon our road is owned mainly by democrats. The other en­
tirely by Whigs. I hope you will therefore allow me to take charge of you 
as indicated from Wheeling to Cumberland. 
Penna has gone well, N. York nobly. We have not as yet heard one 
word from Tennessee. I am extremely anxious that we carry that state 
although not necessary to your election. I will write to you again in a 
few days 3 embracing a few things within our political Horoscope. 
I hope I may have the pleasure of an answer to this as early as your 
convenience will enable you. 
R. P. FLENNIKEN 
P.S. You will in a few days receive an invitation from Dr Kennedy4 to 
take his coach at Wheeling. R.P.F. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. folk's AE on the cover reads, "Ten­
ders a stage coach from Wheeling to Washington. Ans & left it to my friends 
Jany 20th 1845."  Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Howard Kennedy served as the postmaster of Hagerstown, Md. , during the 
1830's; after working several years as a special agent in the Post Office depart­
ment, he resigned from that post in 1844 and became a partner in the National 
Road Stage Company. 
2.  The National Road. 
3. Flenniken's letter has not been found. 
4. On November 12, 1844, Howard Kennedy wrote Robert Armstrong and 
warned him that members of the rival stage line, the Good Intent Company, 
were all "most decided Whigs." Kennedy added that since he and one of his 
partners were Democrats, they believed that they had "the right to the company 
of President Polk . "  ALS. DLC-JKP. 
FROM JAMES S. McFARLANE 1 
Monday 10 O'clock A.M. 
Respected Sir New Orleans 1 1th Nov 1844 
It affords me inexpressible pleasure to be able to assure you that a 
glorious triumph has just been achieved by the Democracy of Louisiana. 
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You have no doubt ere this received similar communications; but up 
to this period they have been merely conjectural. 
The unexpected & alarming Whig majorities in what is termed "The 
A taka pas Country," created great apprehensions in the minds of the 
democracy of New Orleans until the returns just received, placed the 
result beyond a doubt. 
The Atakapas country is an extensive prairie district and almost every 
inhabitant is engaged in the raising of stock, and dependant upon the 
grazing capacities of the soil. 
Our unscrupulous & untiring opponents sprung a mine upon us for 
which we were entirely unprepared. They stated to the unsuspecting & 
primitive inhabitants, generally denominated "Acadiens," that Texas be­
ing a great Prairie country; its annexation would completely destroy the 
stock and grazing business of "Atakapas,"  and ruin all its inhabitants. 
You may judge sir of the untoward effects of their artful misrepresenta­
tions, when you learn that in the three counties of St. Landry St Martin 
and St Mary, in which three counties Gov Mouton 2 received Forty eight 
majority in 1842 (July) . At the late election the Whig ticket received 
eight hundred and eighty four, majority. You may judge sir that our ap­
prehensions up to this period were not without reasonable foundations. 
So far as the returns are in, the Democratic ticket is seven votes ahead, 
and we have the following parishes to hear from viz . Vermillion, De Soto, 
& Sabine, Franklin, Caddo Calcasieu, Claiborne, Morehouse, Lafayette 
(Gov Moutons Dist) Natchitoches, Ouichita, Union & Bossier, all Demo­
cratic strongholds, (except Caddo, which has heretofore given a varying 
vote;)  which will according to the most rational calculations, carry our 
majority up to from eight hundred to a thousand in the State. 
With the most sincere wishes for your health and happiness Sir, and 
the most earnest prayers for the success of the holy cause of popular 
rights, and human liberty in which you are engaged . . . .  
JAMES S. McFARLANE 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and enclosed in McFarlane's letter 
to Polk dated November 12, 1844. 
1. A Louisiana physician, James S. McFarlane served as corresponding secre­
tary of the Louisiana Democratic Association during the presidential campaign 
of 1844. In 1853 he published a pamphlet on yellow fever entitled, A Review of 
the Yellow Fever, Its Causes, etc. With Some Remarks on Hygiene. 
2. Born in the Attakapas district, now Jefferson Parish, Alexander Mouton 
served several terms in the Louisiana House, 1826--32 and 1836--37. A Demo­
cratic presidential elector in 1828, 1832, and 1836, Mouton won election to the 
U.S. Senate in 1837, resigned his seat in 1842 to run for the Louisiana governor­
ship, and served in that post from 1842 until 1846. 
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FROM JAMES M. PORTER 1  
Dear Sir Easton Pennsa. Nov. 1 1 .  1844 
Permit me to congratulate you on the result of the Election which 
makes you Chief Magistrate of this great Republic. A result in my judg­
ment infinitely important to our County and its institutions, whilst it 
cannot but be a gratifying tribute to your talent, Character and pub­
lic services. I regret to perceive however that there has been in New 
York some little evidence given of the disappointed feelings of son1e of 
the friends of Mr. Van Buren, as manifested by their giving the Electoral 
ticket a smaller vote than the Governor. I may be mistaken, and I hope 
to be forgiven if I do the man injustice, but I think the fact that Lan­
caster County in this State gave Mr. Clay 400 more majority than it did 
Markel, 2 furnishes some evidence that Mr. Buchanan had not his heart 
as much in this Contest as he ought. For I think such a result is not 
to be found in any Other County in our state, and could not have been 
brought about if he had and Excercised the influence which his friends 
claim that he once at least possessed. 
I have no other interest in your administration than any other private 
Citizen, professing democratic principles. If I retain my present feelings 
I shall have no desire to quit my present retirement and the practise of 
my profession, and hence shall not be of the tribe of those who will be 
pestering you with applications either in behalf of myself or friends. I 
feel deeply solicitous that your administration should be such as to pro­
mote the best interests of the Country and by so doing redound to your 
own Credit and I may from these Considerations be induced occasionally 
to trouble you with my opinions both as to men and things. If I should 
I shall pledge myself to do so as disinterestedly as I would to my own 
Brother. It is not to be expected that any gentleman should personally 
know all the men who are either spoken of or who become aspirants for 
office and I know that on that subject it is very hard for a President to 
ascertain the exact truth. The most importunate are seldom the best 
qualified or the most deserving. And it is almost impossible to discover 
real and modest merit which is ever retiring and kept in the shade by 
the more prominent, though generally the less deserving applicant who 
presses his own Claims. 
In the selection of your Cabinet You will of Course see to the selection 
of men of talents. You will find great comfort in having them men of 
industrious business habits. In some of the departments men of talents 
for detail, as well as for understanding principles are essentially neces­
sary. I particularly refer to the departments of the Treasury, War, Navy, 
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& Post Office. I think they have never had the Equal of David Henshaw 3 
in the Navy Department since the Government was organized And had 
he remained with that department he would have systematized it and 
saved the Government millions. I consider him, take him for all in all, 
the greatest man, at this day, in New England, and if ever again brought 
into public life his merits will be appreciated. He was rejected by the 
Whigs, because Danl Webster required it at their hands ere he would 
support Henry Clay, and the leading friends of Mr. Van Buren joined in 
endeavoring to Crush him because he honestly thought & expressed the 
opinion that the nomination of Mr. Van Buren would secure the election 
of Mr. Clay. But I find I am running into a long letter, which I certainly 
did not intend doing when I commenced. I therefore beg leave to Close 
assuring you that you have no more sincere friend than . . . .  
J. M.  PORTER 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. James M. Porter, a Pennsylvania lawyer, jurist, and brother of David R. 
Porter, served as ad interim secretary of war from March 8, 1843, until January 
30, 1844. 
2. Joseph Markle. 
3. A prominent Democrat from Massachusetts, David Henshaw had previ­
ously served as collector of the port of Boston prior to his service as ad interim 
secretary of navy from July 23, 1843, to February 19, 1844. The Senate over­
whelmingly rejected nomination to the permanent post on January 15,  1844. In 
a similar vote on January 30, 1844, the Senate rejected the nomination of James 
M. Porter as secretary of war. 
FROM JOSEPH B. SOUTHALL 
My Dear Sir Nashville Nov. 1 1 .  1844 
You may be at a loss, as we all here, have been, and still are, to ascer­
tain the result in Tenn. After the mail came in from E. Tenn last night I 
gave up the state as lost but I have been reassured to day, and I still cling 
to the beleif that all is well here, and that without the state of N. York. 
To night's news settles the 1natter in your favor. I have carefully exam­
ined the returns official, in the office of Secretary of State, and they are 
as above stated. The rest are as they have reached us by mail. The only 
points I fear are Tipton and Campbell. My report from [ . . .  ] 1 was brot by 
Judge Miller and was adopted by Whigs in an Extra until to night, when 
they claim 19 gain. Eastman says he obtained the report from Sevier, 2 
from [ . . .  ] the old & new sheriff of the County and may be relied on. If 
these reports be confirmed, we have then only 55. to overcome by Fen­
tress, the only county to be heard from. These Tables may enable you 
to form an opinion of the result. I must & will believe that Tennessee is 
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true. If we are beaten at all, God grant, my calculations all may be false 
and that it may be, by such a majority as will save us from the Mortifying 
reflection, that if we had done and worked a little more, we should have 
triumphed. 
The news to night is cheering which you will receive-1300 gain in 12 
counties being Pennsylvania, 6 to 8000 majority. Prentiss of Louisville 3 
says after a careful examination, the Whigs have gained only 186, as 
far as heard from, in Indiana and that the State is lost beyond a doubt. 
Tyack writes good news from N. York, that the State is safe, but says 
(Nov 3) that the Whigs have given up their tickets for congress and as­
sembly, but that the Natives will vote as Whigs or Democrats. This looks 
too much like a coalition but yet the state must be safe. Maryland gone 
for the Whigs. If we lose Tenn, which I can't beleive, I trust to our Old 
Mother to supply her place. 4 If She is recreant, then to New York. 
But I cannot surrender my strong and abiding conviction, until the 
last and I am compelled to it, by the result, that Heaven has ordained it 
in its wisdom, that Mr. Clay is not to rule over us. 5 
J. J. B. SouTHALL 
[P.S.] I omit for want of room the counties in West Tenn. that are reported 
officially, but you may rely on the aggregate, to wit-314 nett gain. 6 
ALS. DLC-J"I(P. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Manuscript torn here and below. Probably Austin Miller of Jackson, Tenn.,  
brought the election reports from Tipton County. 
2. Reference probably is to Elbridge Gerry Sevier, who served as a major in the 
Roane County militia and ran unsuccessfully in 1843 for a seat in the Tennessee 
Senate. Roane County was in the same senatorial district as Campbell County. 
3. George D. Prentice. 
4. Reference is to Tennessee's "mother state," North Carolina. 
5. Southall enclosed in his letter an extensive county-by-county list of election 
returns for Tennessee. 
6. Southall wrote his postscript at the top of the first page of his letter. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir Nashville Nov. 12 [18]44 
We are still in doubt of the result in Tennessee. No additional re­
turns recvd. Fentress holds the power and will decide the Case Should 
Our reported majority prove true. I am only fearful of that from Tipton. 
Campbell Polk & McMinn will Improve. We have a report from Gallatin, 
that Fentress has given 140. 
The Sheriff of Warren corrected his returns by a second one to day by 
which we gain eight votes. 1 
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I refer you to Dawsons Letter inclosed for the rumours of an Express to 
Cincinnati. 2 We have the same in the Baltimore Sun (except the Demo­
cratic Majty) That trio of the Natives killed and a Native (a leader) from 
Philadelphia badly wounded &c &c. There is something in Dawsons ru­
mour for it is plain that he had not heard of any thing of the Kind by 
News papers &c. 
Tomorrow night will settle all & I will be prepared to forward it rapidly. 
I will not wait for the East Tennessee mail to bring any returns if Tipton 
comes in right. I think we are safe. That mail comes in at 6 Oclk in the 
evening. 
I send Dawson Letter & others in a separate envelope. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Not identified. 
2. On November 10, 1844, Moses Dawson wrote Armstrong that the Whigs 
in Cincinnati, Ohio, had received word the previous day from an express rider 
that New York City reportedly had given the Democratic electoral ticket a three 
to four-thousand vote majority; rumors further prevailed that "there had been 
much blood shed by an attempt being made by the N ative party to get possession 
of the Polls" in New York City. Dawson makes no reference to any newspaper 
reports of violence attending the elections in New York City. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
FROM BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 
My Dear Sir, New York, Nov. 12th 1844 
Before receiving this letter, you will have heard from the public prints, 
and from other quarters, that this state has sustained, by a handsome 
majority, the nomination of yourself & Mr. Dallas. I cannot forbear con­
gratulating you on this result, especially as it is now reasonably certain, 
that it ensures your election to the high office of President of the United 
States. 
In any event, it would have given me great pleasure to fulfill the duty, 
which, as one of the Electors of this state, my fellow citizens have laid 
on me; it's discharge, with the prospects now before us, will be one of 
the most gratifying circumstances of my life. For not only shall I feel 
satisfied, that my country will be saved from the pernicious measures 
to which your opponents are so fatally wedded, and that her interests 
will be committed to safe & able hands; but I shall also feel that benefits 
higher & more lasting even than these, will have been gained by our 
success. 
Your election brings to a fit end, the great Whig Party-a party which 
had its origin in the reckless efforts of the Bank of the United States, to 
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overthrow, by its vast influence & power, the solemnly expressed will of 
the People and which has ever since been laboring, in opposition to that 
will, to fasten upon our institutions another excrescence of the like dan­
gerous character. It settles and I hope forever, the question presented 
in 1833-4, and under various forms ever since pending, whether this 
Nation is to be ruled by Men or by Money, in other words, whether we 
are to retain the semblance and the semblance only, of a free Republic, 
or to remain such in fact as well as in form. It thus adds to the civic 
triumphs of President Jackson, and to the equally heroic efforts of his 
successor, all that was needed, to complete the victory of the Democracy 
of numbers, over the combined hosts of the Aristocracy of Wealth. 
To be elevated to the chief magistracy of this great Republic, in con­
nexion with a triumph in such issues, is, indeed, a very high honor, one 
which you doubtless will feel more intensely than any of your fellow cit­
izens, and which, I am sure, will prompt you to the greatest exertions to 
discharge, in a proper manner, the heavy duties which will press upon 
you. That you may have the guidance & support, and may win the ap­
probation & reward, of Him, "by whom kings reign & princes decree jus­
tice, " 1 and to whom every faithful public servant may confidently look 
for favor & direction, is my most earnest prayer. 
You will at once, be exposed to those harassing applications for office, 
which within the last few years, have become so incessant & disgusting. 
From this city especially, you must expect to receive a large amount of 
this kind of trouble. 
On a single point, I will take the liberty to make a few remarks. 
Certain politicians in our ranks, who, prior to the Balto. Convention 
were clamorous against the nomination of Mr. Van Buren have already 
begun to disparage the efforts of his friends and to charge them with 
coldness in the support of the National nominations. Nothing can be 
more unfounded or unjust. Out of this city, the Democrats, to a man 
were united in desiring the nomination of Mr. Van Buren, and his oppo­
nents in this city were but a small fragment of the party. He & all his 
personal friends were earnest & honest in support of the Bait. nomina­
tions. Had they withheld their support, Mr. Clay would have carried the 
state by an overwhelming majority. Mr. Wright, in particular, was most 
active and laborious, in the canvass, until silenced by his nomination 
for Governor, an event, however, of the utmost importance to the cause. 
His increased vote was not owing to any defection of Democrats, but 
chiefly to the well known fact, that on his election depended the contin­
uance of the debt-paying & debt-avoiding policy of the last three years. 2 
This consideration, aided by his great personal popularity, induced many 
Whigs, Native Americans, & Abolitionists, who feared the consequences 
312 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
of a Whig triumph, on the financial interest & character of the state, to 
give him their votes. 
I take this occasion to acknowledge my obligations for your friendly 
invitation of April last, which was forwarded to me after my departure 
from Nashville, by Gen. Armstrong. 3 
B. F. BUTLER 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on November 25, 1844. 
1. Paraphrase of the scriptural verse, "By me kings reign and princes decree 
justice."  Proverbs 8: 15. 
2. Reference is to New York's "stop and tax" law. See Gansevoort Melville to 
Polk, October 26, 1844. 
3.  Letter not found. 
FROM ALBERT G. JEWETT 
Dear Sir Cincinnati Nov 12 [ 18]44 
Immediately after my arrival in this City, there was an intense excite­
ment as to the result in New York, but an examination of the returns 
satisfies me that you will receive the vote of that great State. Forty nine 
counties are heard from, having 628 of Harrison's majority to be over­
come in the ten remaining counties, nearly all of which are in Mr Wrights 
neighborhood, 1 which counties gave over 4000 majority for Gov. Bouck 
in /42. I was in some of these counties several days, and our well ad­
vised friends expected to gain pretty largely in that section. The Tribune 
thinks St Lawrence County may gain for us 1500. 2 I think not so much. 
Our friends expected 1000. But the State is safe I feel well assured, but 
the majority will not exceed I think 2000 or 3000! The whole Whig por­
tion of the Abolitionists has undoubtedly gone for Clay. In the City of 
New York there was a coalition between Whigs & Natives evidently to a 
certain extent, but not so fully as in Phila. In all the Eastern States the 
Abolitionists have voted for Clay, and I have no doubt, they will do so 
in Maine, but that cannot effect the result here. I have not heard from 
Tennessee & can but hope you have carried the State. Upon the general 
result, we have reason I think to rejoice, & to congratulate the country 
upon the fall of a man and a party, whose means have been worthy of 
their purposes. All kinds of stories have been put in circulation about In­
diana, and two thousand Whigs claimed that state yesterday afternoon, 
upon the strength of a story that a passenger had come through Indi­
anapolis, & was there informed, the Whigs have the state by 300, Maj.  
We have the state by about 2000, and the whipping which the Whigs have 
received they cannot rub off, let them twist & turn as much as they may. 
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Please remember me to Mrs. Polk . . . .  
A. G. JEWETT 
P.S. When at Louisville I was informed that upon the reception of the 
news from Ohio, about 28 of the Clay glee club went 75 miles in om­
nibuses to sing to Mr. Clay, and that when they arrived at his house, Mr. 
Clay told them he had so much company he could not admit them, and 
they returned in the rain, having sung one song for Clay. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Jewett's reference is to upstate New York. Silas Wright, Jr. , a native of 
Vermont, moved to New York in 1819 and settled in Canton, a small town near 
the Canadian border. 
2. Reference is to the New York Tribune. St. Lawrence was Silas Wright's 
home county. 
FROM ELAM P. LANGDON 1 
Dr. Sir, Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 12. 1844 
It gives me great pleasure to hand you the enclosed, Extra, from the 
"Ohio Statesman" 2 which contains the news that New York has cast her 
votes in favor of the Democracy, and which ensures its triumph through 
out the Union. I regret that Ohio did not retain her position, & share 
in this glorious result. I believe she is still a Democratic State, and will 
prove herself a loyal member of the National Family. The divisions grow­
ing out of the monied influences of the State, has tended to divide the 
Democrats. It has been with us somewhat as it was at the State elections 
in Missouri this fall, on the part of the hard & softs. 3 And although our 
leading men were united on the Presidential question, yet, the mass of 
the people, as the result shows, were not thus united. 
I have sent the news daily, since the election returns commenced com­
ing in, to our most worthy friend Genl. Armstrong P M at Nashville, & 
presume he has not failed to communicate the same to you. About 20 
years Since I had the honor ofreciving a letter from Genl. Jackson, in re­
ply to one which I wrote to him conveying similar tidings as is contained 
in this, which gave me great pleasure, & which I have preserved. Shall 
I enjoy a similar favor from you? 
ELAM P. LANGDON 
ALS. DLG,JKP. Addressed to Columbia and franked by Robert Armstrong. 
Polk's AE on the cover reads, "to be answered" ;  Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. A dedicated Democrat, Langdon served as assistant postmaster of Cincin­
nati for over twenty years. 
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2. Reference is to the Columbus Ohio Statesman; Langdon's enclosure has 
not been found. 
3. Reference is to divisions within the Missouri Democracy over rechartering 
state banks that issued paper or "soft" notes inconvertible into specie or "hard" 
currency. See Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 3, 1844. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
My dear Sir Philada. N ovr. 12th 1844 
The Election is now over & of course your troubles will soon begin. 
Having been tolerably near President Tyler 1 I have had some experience 
of some of the difficulties that environ the Presidential Chair. I therefore 
use the word troubles. 
I am not an advocate of a single term of 4 years. One of 6 might an­
swer as was once suggested during Genl Jacksons Administration 2 & I 
would not care to see the Constitution so altered. But, I prefer 8 years to 
keep a just share of quiet about an administration . Upon a single term 
each of the Presidential candidates enter the field of contest instanter 
& Jealousy injures a thousand good propositions. Both Houses, in such 
cases necessarily feel the jaring effects of Presidential aspirations. Each 
will use his best endeavor to get the Executive to his side. It is for these 
and a host of other reasons, that I am opposed to a single Presidential 
term of 4 years. 
Clubs & Societies are even starting in different states, at this early day, 
with reference to the Presidential succession .  This is calculated to draw 
the attention of our friends away from the great object (which is the suc­
cess of President Polks Administration) to personal politics. Nothing of 
this kind, ought to be allowed. For the peace & quiet of the Administra­
tion which is to commence on the 4th of March, it ought to be distinctly 
understood in advance, that every early movement as to the succession 
to say the least of it, would be considered indelicate, if not absolutely of­
fensive. It is important, that the next Administration should wear your 
own impress upon its face. But if the Presidential candidates are to break 
into the field now & bring their bickerings in the several states into the 
ranks of the Democratic party at this time, the spirit of faction will be­
come too boisterous for the pacific career, that you are so justly entitled 
to. 
In electing you to the Presidency, the Democrats of the Union had 
no eye upon the succession . They voted for you, because you were just 
the kind of man they wished & it is their sincere desire that you may 
administer the govt, as you in your sound discretion may deem right. 
All they desire, is, that it may be a Polk Administration which it can 
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only be, by keeping the competitors for the succession from splitting up 
many of your friends into clans & exposing your friends whether they 
agree or refuse to join the clans to the hostility of Rival competitors. 
I have sent you this for as much as it is worth. Look over it, & I think 
you will see it has some points about it worthy of consideration. Nothing 
has been neglected on my part to secure your election, & I think it no 
more than right, as a proof of my anxiety about your future prosperity 
to send you this for your perusal. Present my kind regards to Mrs Polk 
and say to her, that I am desired to ask her first name, as a Farmers wife 
in Bucks County in this state wishes to call her daughter after her. 
J. B. SUTHERLAND 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See John 0. Bradford to Polk, October 5, 1844. 
2. In several of his annual messages, Andrew Jackson had advocated the elim­
ination of "intermediate" agencies in the election of president and the limitation 
of the president's tenure in office to a single term of either four or six years. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Dear Sir Pulaski Novr. 13th 1844 
I have no doubt like all the rest of us-you are in a painful suspense. 
In a few days you will know about it & if you ascertain the final result 
on a day when the stage does not come to Pulaski send an express to 
McLaurin 1 at Lynnville with directions to send it to me here, that is, 
if favorable-if not it will get here soon enough. I have given out my 
Mississippi trip, so I expect to be with you in a few days after the result 
is known however it may go. We heard here to day (in advance of the 
mail) that the majority in the state is only 70 against us. I suppose the 
mail of tonight will settle that. No matter we n1ade a noble fight & I 
think we can do without her. 
Do not allow yourself to feel too sensitively on the subject. If elected it 
is no very great thing to preside over a nation whose morals & princples 
have degenerated so much of late years & if defeated you have every 
right to be satisfied with the prompt united & zealous support given you 
by the Democracy-from the Aroostook 2 to Florida & from the shores of 
the Atlantic to the farthest mountains of the West. 
Farewell but keep me not in ignorance a moment after you know the 
result. I shall not value a few dollars to an express. 
A. v. BROWN 
[P.S.] Take some thought of where you go & eat & drink, for a little while 
after your election-the suggestion was first made to me at Nashville. 
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There is propriety in it too-in the midst of the desperado spirit which 
now prevails. Throw this in the fire that Mrs. P. may not see this note. 3 
A.V.B. 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Frank T. McLaurine served as postmaster of Lynnville, Tenn.,  from 1837 
until the early 1850's. 
2. Reference is to the Aroostook River in northern Maine. 
3. Above his postscript Brown wrote the word "confidential ." 
FROM WILLIAM E. CRAMER 
Argus Office 
Dear Sir Albany N ovem 13th 1844 
My congratulations are not needed on your elevation to the first office 
in the Nation. Deeds have shown better than words, the intense interest 
I felt in the canvass. I can say with truth, that I perilled my political 
existence on your carrying New York and Pennsylvania. 
You probably heard of an "Appeal" to the Adopted Citizens in your 
behalf, which appeared in the Albany Argus 1 and which excited so much 
sensation, I might almost say, throughout the Union. 
The Whigs had a hope of making political capital out of it. Their State 
Central Committee had thirty thousand copies struck off, which they 
circulated throughout this State and Pennsylvania. 
At first, our friends were frightened for it excited a terrible storm. Mr 
Croswell himself was so much scared that he disclaimed it and threw the 
entire responsibility on me, though he had read it carefully previous to 
its insertion in the Argus. I did not shrink. I freely avowed myself the 
athor and was willing to suffer the consequences. 
The election is now over, the returns are in and the result has so em­
inently confirmed the political wisdom of that Article, that now I have 
a shower of compliments from the very persons who quailed before the 
Storm and were anxious to throw me overboard. 
When the returns came in, from the Eighth District, where the Ger­
mans are very strong, and where the Whig losses were so heavy, Comp­
troller Flagg remarked (as I was informed) "That Appeal in the Albany 
Argus has been one of the chief means of carrying this State for Gov 
Polk." 
Since the election, I have heard this opinion repeatedly expressed by 
our most sagacious Politicians. While the Whig Press freely acknowledge 
their error in giving my Appeal so wide a circulation. 
I relate these circumstances to you to show that I had staked my polit­
ical existence on your election, for I have reason to know that had New 
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York or Pennsylvania went against you, it would have been my political 
death warrant. With such men, as Mr Croswell Mr Flagg &c success is 
the only criterion of Wisdom and since we have that in our favor, it will 
now be considered a most fortunate move on my part. 
I write thus to you, because from what Mr Melville has told me of your 
character, I believe that you have the heart to appreciate self-sacrificing 
devotedness to friends. 
In this State, though we have triumphed by a majority on the Electoral 
of about 5000, our grey heads all say that it was the most terrible as well 
as doubtful battle that they ever fought. The Whigs are now pretending 
that the Abolitionists have killed them. This is all nonsense. Nearly 
every Whig abolitionists voted for Clay. Of the Abolition vote in this 
State, three fourths of the number were originally Democrats. The truth 
is, the true-hearted Adopted Citizens abandoned the Whig Party almost 
en-masse and supported you with the same zeal and devotedness they 
did General Jackson. It was an avalanche they could not resist. 
As I anticipated Mr Ellis2 loses his election. He is a man of superior 
talents and I regret this very much, but such is the fortune of War. His 
district, however, has done its share in our great triumph. It gave 944 for 
Harrison and only 400 for Clay. My Father3 is over-joyed at the general 
result. Since the election of Gen Jackson, he has never evinced so deep 
an interest in a Presidential canvass. His relations of friendship when 
you were at Washington together has made him feel not only a political 
but a personal pride in your elevation to the Presidency. 
WM. E .  CRAMER 
P.S. The good news from Indiana and Georgia today, has crowned our joy. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  On October 1 2 ,  1844, the Albany Argus ran an article attacking the coali­
tion in Philadelphia between Whigs and Nativist "church-burners. "  Calling on 
the Irish, Swiss, and Germans to rally to the Democratic party, the article urged 
them to overthrow the Whigs in Ohio, New York, Indiana, and Maryland. See 
the New York Herald, October 14, 1844. 
2. Chesselden Ellis served as the prosecuting attorney of Saratoga County, 
N.Y. ,  from 1837 to 1843. He won election in 1843 as a Democrat to the U.S. 
House but lost his seat in the 1844 election. 
3. John Cramer. 
FROM MOSES DAWSON 
Cincinnati, Ohio. November 13, 1844 
Dawson congratulates Polk on his election to the presidency and observes 
that as the election now stands Polk has the "support of at least sixteen states 
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of the twenty-six" and may yet win North Carolina, his native state. Dawson 
counts 183 Democratic electoral votes excluding North Carolina. In Cincinnati 
the Whigs believed that they had won New York, but news received this date by 
the mails "cooled them down and they sneaked off to their homes leaving a clear 
field of victory to the democracy who set to firing cannon till near midnight. "  
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed t o  Columbia. 
FROM AMASA J. PARKER 1 
My Dr Sir, Albany. N.Y N ovr 13. 1844 
Long before this reaches you, you will have learned the glorious result 
in our Empire State, a result the more satisfactory because we have suc­
ceeded over the influence of large sums of money employed against us 
& against the combined efforts of Nativeism, anti-rentism 2 & other lo­
cal factions leagued against us. Your majority in this State will be about 
5000. Wright's will probably be over 10.000. You may be surprised at this 
difference & it ought to be explained. It is not because any set of men be­
longing to us have been untrue--for all interests, Van Buren men, Cass 
men & Tyler men were true to our ticket. I do not learn of any leading 
politician, or any interest, who was not devotedly engaged in our cause, 
but it is because we have much more difficulty here on questions of Na­
tional, than of State policy. In all the manufacturing counties we have 
lost heavily on the tariff question. On the lakes, the supposed hostility 
of our party to the improving of harbours etc has cost us many votes. 
On the other hand, on questions of State policy we have received more 
than a party vote: The prominent & distinguishing State policy adopted 
& pursued by the Democratic party here, of stopping the public works & 
of raising half a million a year by direct tax, 3 has met with great favor & 
inasmuch as it has enabled the State to restore its credit, which depre­
ciated under Whig auspices, it has commanded the support of many of 
the Whig party & particularly of those interested in State Stocks. These 
are the true reasons of the difference in the vote & I say to you decidedly 
that I think your majority in this State quite as large as Mr Van Buren's 
would have been if he had been re-nominated for President. 
We wait here in great anxiety to hear from Tennessee. Not enough 
returns have reached us from Georgia & Indiana to enable us to learn 
the result in these States. Yet we are already rejoicing in confidence that 
a great victory has been achieved & that the nation will be saved from 
Federal misrule for four years to come. But I will not trespass too long 
on your time, which is no doubt much pressed by your correspondents, 
but only add with my sincere congratulations that I am very . . . .  
A. J. PARKER 
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ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A lawyer from Delhi, N.Y., Parker won election to one term in the New York 
House, 1833-34, and to one term in the U.S. House, 1837-39. He served as vice­
chancellor and circuit judge, 1844-4 7, before going to the state supreme court 
in 184 7. In both 1856 and 1858 Parker ran unsuccessfully for the governorship 
of New York. 
2. See William E. Cramer to Polk, October 22, 1844. 
3.  Reference is to the "stop and tax" law of New York. See Gansevoort Melville 
to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
D Sir [Nashville, Tenn.]  14 November [18]44 
The News from New York to Night gave us a chill. In the slips last 
night the Majority was given as gains. 
I have no doubt we have carried the State but by a much less Majority 
than our friends expected. The slip sent you with your letter &c by Mr 
Thomas 1 is made up from one sent me by Medary. He is Confident and 
tells me he has written you. No Carolina is doing better than at her 
August Election but I fear will not come up to do us any good. 
New Jersey has [gone] for the Whigs. 
William Polk 2 will go out tomorrow night after the mail arrives and 
take the "Final from New York. " I feel satisfied that she has cast her vote 
for you but Birney has deceived all our friends and come near giving the 
State to Clay. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is probably to James H. Thomas or Jonas E. Thomas. 
2. William H. Polk 
FROM GEORGE READ RIDDLE 1 
Dsir Wilmington Del. Nov 14th 1844 
I anticipated the pleasure of giving you very different news from our 
little state of Delaware. Never was a party better organised, more 
united, or more enthusiastic than the Democratic Party here during the 
last campaign. To this morning we confidently expected success. We 
had run you on our ticket in 1840, and had every reason to expect a tri­
umphant victory under your banner in 1844, but upon the very eve of the 
election, as the paper which accompany's this will show, 2 the Clay Clubs 
of New York, Philada, and Baltimore, being apprised of our prospects, 
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inundated us with their gamblers, and literally wrested the state from 
us by means of their gold. 
I promised, in the National Convention, to send your Tennessee 
friends good returns, from Delaware. I hope they will have a better ac­
count to give. I have been so taken up in endiavouring to carry the state, 
and secure my own election, that their names have escaped my memory. 
As it has happened the news will reach them soon enough. We have lost 
the state by about two hundred votes. 
I beg the liberty congratulating you, that the vote of Delaware, how­
ever much we desired to give it, is not necessary to secure your Elec­
tion . . . .  
GEO. READ RIDDLE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and franked by William R. Sellars. 
1. A civil engineer and lawyer, Riddle served as a delegate to the Democratic 
National Conventions of 1844, 1848, and 1856. He won election to two terms in 
the U.S. House, 1851-55, but failed in his bid for reelection. He was elected to a 
part term in the U.S. Senate and served from February 2, 1864, until his death 
on March 29, 1867. 
2 .  Enclosure not found. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
6 Oclk 
Dr Sir [Nashville, Tenn.] 15 Novr [18]44 
Reid of Louisville 1 sends me an Express with the Glorious News that 
New York is Yours. 
Sloan 2 will deliver you this with the Extras. I send enclosed Reid & 
Irwin letters. 3 This settles the matter and put Whiggery & Mr Clay to 
rest. 
Our friends are happy and rejoicing, after a Gloomy night & day. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and delivered by courier. 
1. A staunch Jacksonian Democrat, Thomas J. Read moved from Nashville to 
Louisville in 1835 and became a wealthy commission merchant. 
2. George L. Sloan owned a livery stable and in partnership with F. Sloan man­
ufactured carriages; their establishment was located on Lower Market Street in 
Nashville. 
3. Armstrong enclosed two letter, both dated November 13th and received by 
express courier from Louisville. See Thomas J. Read to Armstrong and J. M.  
Irwin to Armstrong, November 13,  1844. ALsS. DLC-JKP. Irwin is  not identi­
fied further. 
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FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir [Nashville, Tenn.] 15 Novmr [ 18]44 
You receved the News by William & Sloan 1 brought from Louisville by 
Reids Express. 
It is all confirmed by the mail of to night. What a Triumph-I am too 
much rejoiced to be reasonable in my Exultations. 
Ewing has been addressing Thousands to night from the Bank Steps 
and the Cannon is roaring every note of which reaches the Old Chief2 of 
the Hermitage who had the News in Two Hours after it arrived here. 
We (The Democracy) are all happy all rejoicing. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLG--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. William H. Polk and George L. Sloan. See Robert Armstrong to Polk, 
November 14 and 15, 1844. 
2. Andrew Jackson. 
FROM WILLIAM C. BOUCK 
Dr Sir Albany Nov. 15th 1844 
Allow me to congratulate you, on your election to the higest office in 
the gift of the people, and to express the hope that you may be guided by 
divine Providence, to a successful administration. 
The majority in this State is not so large as I supposed it would be, six 
weeks before the Election. It was evident to me, as I mentioned to you 
in my last letter, 1 that we were losing strength. The Whigs have spent a 
large sum of money in this state, but they went into the field at least a 
fortnight too late. Your true friends regret that you have fallen behind 
the democratic ticket in this state, but this I think was to some extent 
unavoidable. It was not the popularity of Mr. Clay, but the Tariff and 
Texas question. These were the points urged by the Whig party, and I 
think with some success. 
You are doubtless aware that a section of the party here had imbibed 
strong feelings against the annexation of Texas; and although as I think, 
they in general gave you an honest support, and wished your success, 
they were not unwilling that you Should fall behind Mr. Wright, who 
was considered by them to favor their views, on this question. 
The New York Evening Post is the organ of this section of the party, 
and if you see this paper, you will perceive that they claim that Mr. 
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Wright has saved the state, and for the reason, that he was opposed to 
annexation. 
The news we have from your state is flattering, and we hope to hear 
that you have the Electoral vote. 
WM. C. BoucK 
ALS. DLG-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See William C. Bouck to Polk, October 17,  1844. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Sir, Nashville Nov. 15. 1844 
Some of our friends were strucken a little "a back" last night by the 
intelligence from New York by the mails, but Medary's advices satisfied 
us that all was well. 1 
At 3 p.m. to-day, an express from Louisville corroborates and confirms 
all as you will perceive. 
I send you two or three little extras which I prepared and had printed 
in haste at the Union office. 2 
We believe that it is not all impossible that we yet have Tennessee. 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
ALS. DLG-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Samuel Medary to Polk, November 10, 1844. 
2. Enclosures not found. 
FROM ALLEN McLANE 
Respected Sir Wilmington Del N ovb. 15th 1844 
It gives me real pleasure to address you as President elect of the U. 
States. 
I should have rejoiced indeed, iflittle Delaware had have cast her votes 
for you, and it would have been the case if this County, or even this City 
had been true etc. 
Up to Saturday before our election every thing appeared to be going 
on prosperously; but on that evening, our City was filled with the very 
worst kind of people from New York Phila. and Baltimore. Bela Badger & 
Wm B. Reed & Charles Gibbons, 1 of Philadelphia and others of the same 
kind from N.Y & Bait. A compleate Union was formed with the Whigs 
and Native Americans. Money was used whereever it would tell, and the 
manufacturers compelled their workmen to vote as they dictated. After 
the Polls closed on the 12th Inst the Whigs, (those who were not in the 
November 16  1844 323 
secret) would have given us 120 maj .  in the City; we had only about 30. 
We have lost our Governor2 by only 45 maj .  I remain . . . .  
ALLEN McLANE 
[P.S.] The Leaders of the Whigs, made their followers believe that the 
Election of President and the control of the U.S. Senate, depended upon 
Del. We had not fully heard from Georgia & N. Carolina had gone against 
us. 3 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. John Tyler nominated Bela Badger as naval officer for the district of Phila­
delphia on June 16, 1841.  On July 22, 1841 ,  the Senate postponed consideration 
of the nomination and in September formally rejected the appointment. Charles 
Gibbons headed the National Clay Club of Philadelphia and won election to one 
term in the Pennsylvania Senate, 1845-4 7. 
2 .  In 1844 William Tharp lost his gubernatorial contest to Thomas Stockton 
but won election to the post two years later and served from 1847 until 1851 .  
3. McLane wrote his postscript in  the left hand margin of  his letter. 
FROM WILSON LUMPKIN 
My dear Sir Athens Ga. Nov. 16th 1844 
In the result of the late political contest, I am enjoying my full share 
of gratification, & gratitude to almighty God. 
You will enter upon the discharge of the important duties which de­
volve upon you, under a deep sense of their magnitude, and with the 
kind feelings & best wishes, of the pure patriots, & unaspireing private 
citizens of our great & glorious confederacy. Your greatest difficulties 
& perplexities, will arise from cliques & factions, who have fought by 
our sides, in our own ranks. All parties in our country, must necessarily 
encounter such obstacles. 
You are more peculiarly fortunate however in your present position, 
than most of your predecessors, unsought, unexpected, & uncommitted 
to faction, you are called by the voice of the people, to the cheif majestry 
of this great nation. 
Your own principles, & views in regard to all the important measures 
which have divided parties & men, have been triumphantly sustained 
by the soverign people, at the polls. These principles are expounded & 
published by our friends, who composed the Baltimore Convention, will 
be adhered to by the great masses of the people who have called you to 
the presidency. Nothing less than a strict adherence to these principles 
will satisfy the Country. 
It is peculiarly fortunate, that you are elected by the votes of the 
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Democracy, dispersed over the whole Union. You are not the chief mag­
istrate of a section or faction, but of the whole people. Therefore it will 
be all important, to watch over & guard the interest of all . The stronger 
sections of the country, can never under our constitution, oppress the 
weaker, by mere majority measures, so long as our chief magistrate ad­
heres to the constitution. May that wisdom which comes from above, 
guard you against the wiles & intrigues of all factions, cliques, and am­
bitious individuals, whose selfish objects are the greatest curse which 
now threatens our beloved Country. The great difficulty will be to har­
monize jaring elements, & make the coming administration a unit. From 
this time till march, is the favorable season, for mature deliberation and 
wise conclusions. If his health be sufficient, your best adviser will be the 
Sage of the Hermitage 1 ; his opinions have often approached a spirit of 
inspiration. I consider it very important to conciliate the kind feelings 
and cooperation of the expireing administration, as far as the interest of 
the Country will allow. By the liberty herein assumed, I fear I may have 
placed myself in the atitude of a vain old man, offering advise, or making 
suggestions for the consideration of the chief magistrate of the Country, 
but you will recive it, as I intend it-The humble tribute of a private 
Citizen, who neither holds or desires office, and of one whose youth & 
riper years, have been spent in the busy scenes of political life, and of 
one who feels, that the Country, wants more patriotism & less partyism. 
Let our motto be, God & our Country. 
Yet no man, in all our wide land, has more ardently desired, to put 
down modern Whigery with all its abominations than myself, and to 
place the government in the hands & under the controul, of old fash­
ioned Democratic Republicans. I abhor every measure tending to con­
soli dation, or an infringement of State Rights. 
I am enjoying a greene old age of good health, 61 years old, & few men 
can do more work. Content with my humble condition, and kind feelings 
for my fellow men. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Andrew Jackson. 
FROM JOHN Y MASON 
WILSON LUMPKIN 
My dear Sir: Washington. Nov. 16th 1844 
It is now ascertained that a great majority of the people of the United 
States have determined to devolve on you the arduous and responsible 
duties of President of the United States. To you it is the highest honor 
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which could be conferred by mortal man, that your course during the 
canvass has been marked by the highest dignity, while the purity of a 
virtuous life, has protected you from a single charge of a personal char­
acter. Need I say that I congratulate you on the result? With my opin­
ions of the poor moral character, temper and opinions of your opponent, 
I humbly thank God, that his good Providence has averted the calamity 
of Mr. Clay's election, from our Country. 
We have been acquainted a long time; I flatter myself have always been 
friends, and I propose to communicate with you in a spirit of perfect 
candor and frankness, and hope that you will observe the same course 
in your reply. I do not doubt it. 
I resigned my office as a Judge, to take on myself the duties of the N avy 
Department in obedience to a high sense of public duty. Mter the Balti­
more Convention, I felt very unhappy at the position in which Mr. Tyler's 
being a candidate was likely to place the members of his Cabinet, who 
had no desire to separate from the Democratic party. I consulted Genl. 
Jackson, and he advised me to continue, that Mr. Tyler would withdraw 
& I have since had reason to know that Mr. Tyler's course had been long 
determined, and he only postponed it to carry his friends with him. I 
have continued here, and I believe, that I can render the Country some 
service in this Department. But on this subject I sincerely desire to re­
lieve you from all embarrassment, and to say to you, that I desire the 
success of your administration far more anxiously than any personal 
gratification and if in your opinion, it will conduce in the slightest degree 
to that result, my resignation will be tendered on the 3d of March. It is 
however desireable that I should have some intimation of your wishes, 
and I beg that you will make them known to me, in the full confidence, 
that they will be my guide without hesitation or heart burning. My fam­
ily is large, and my arrangements this winter will materially depend, on 
the answer on your part, that I trust, that you will excuse this commu­
nication. 
Mrs. Mason 1 unites with me in the Kindest regards to Mrs. Polk. Tell 
her, that I have not forgotten how we parted when she was in the House 
of Representatives, but now that she is Mrs. President, I shall fear to be 
so bold, but that our esteem and affection for her are unabated. 
I feel assured, that I do not mistake your feelings, in not doubting that 
you will fully appreciate my motives in making this communication. I 
should deeply regret it, if you shall consider it in the slightest degree 
indelicate or improper. 
J. Y. MAsoN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  Polk's AE on 
the cover states that he answered this letter on December 6, 1844. 
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1. Mary Anne Fort Mason. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
No. 20 
My Dear Sir, [Philadelphia, Penn.] 17  Nov. 1844 
Your letters of the 8 & 9 instant reached me in succession yesterday 
and today. They contain no news as to your election which we had not 
received at least twenty four hours before, and I am happy in having 
known a week ago that the desponding tone of your feelings must be 
long ere you get this entirely relieved. When, in my last, 1 I announced 
the result in the City and River Counties of New-York, I was quite con­
vinced, and remained immoveably so, that you were signally successful, 
even though portions of the South should prove recreant to their own pe­
culiar cause. It is now ten days since I consented to regard the victory as 
certain, and to receive at my own door, and mainly as your mouthpiece, 
the congratulatory visit of some fifteen thousand democrats to whom I 
made an address and returned your thanks. 2 We shall continue a day 
longer in doubt whether you have carried Tennessee or not; but, how­
ever personally agreeable it may be to yourself, to the great cause it is 
ascertained to be unimportant. 
The necessity of preparing to discharge the highest and most delicate 
public duties is now devolved upon you. That you are abundantly able, I 
not only know individually, but it is the recorded judgment of the coun­
try. You will realize all that your friends have promised, and you will 
do more. My confidence in this is entire, and cannot be shaken. When, 
therefore, in the frankness of conversational letter-writing, I put before 
you the ruminations of my own mind, do not, I beseech you, imagine for 
a moment that I think you can possibly require them; you do not; but 
I can't help, by such, voluntary contributions of thoughts and feelings, 
making an effort to retain unimpaired your esteem and good will. It has 
pleased our fellow citizens to write us in a remarkable manner, etc. to 
achieve, by that union, one of the proudest exploits of which the demo­
cratic annals can boast; my wish and purpose are to keep that union 
indissoluble, to make it the means it was intended to be of general and 
permanent good, and to do nothing, in word or thought, which will not 
strengthen it. Let me then know, in a single line, and with the candor 
inherent in your nature, whether this be not, as indeed I feel that it must 
be, reciprocated. 
You will be looking about you, I suppose, at once, so that the 4th of 
March may find you prepared at all points. Your Inaugural address, your 
Cabinet, your leading foreign and domestic nominations to the Senate 
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etc. will absorb your meditations, and I am afraid, you will have but little 
time for correspondence, especially with so unimportant a functionary as 
a Vice-President. Yet, I shall, of course, exceedingly desire to be initiated 
into the mysteries of your intentions; particularly if you harbour any in 
respect to this good State of mine Pennsylvania. 
At what time will you leave Columbia on your way to Washington? 
Cannot you and Mrs. Polk determine to precede your occupation of the 
White-house by a visit to this City, and allow Mrs Dallas to be your host­
ess? This step would be very gratifying to the republicans here, who 
have really fought the battle with extraordinary enthusiasm and who, 
as the first to speak through the ballot-boxes claim for themselves the 
foremost honors. I need not say that Mrs. D. and her daughters 3 would 
be delighted to make Mrs. Polk pass her time comfortably and pleasantly. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on December 4, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. See Joel B. Sutherland to Polk, November 9, 1844. 
3. George M. Dallas married Sophia Chew Nicklin, the daughter of a promi­
nent Philadelphia businessman, Philip Nicklin. Dallas and his wife had six 
daughters: Julia, Elizabeth, Sophia, Catherine, Susan, and Charlotte. Charlotte 
married Charles H. Morrell, a Cuban merchant; Catherine married a wealthy 
Bostonian, FitzEugene Dixon; and Elizabeth married David H. Tucker, a Rich­
mond doctor. The other three daughters never married. 
FROM ADAM HUNTSMAN 
My Dear Sir [Jackson, Tenn. November 1 7, 1844] 1 
A wise general not only knows how to fight, but how to secure the 
victory. We have taken the outworks, but the Citadel must be taken also. 
Julias Caesar after the battle of Pharsalia, did not finally conquer the 
enemy Untill he cut of their supplies of water. 2 We cannot cut down the 
TariffUntill we cut down their bread. We must keep up our organization 
every where and fight this Bill of abominations 3 on any, & every occasion. 
If nothing else will bring the Tariff people to their senses, we must as the 
dernier resort, do as our Fathers did in the Revolution, refuse to use or 
wear their Northern Fabricks. 4 We must start this immediately on for 
the next summer election. 5 Moot it in the primary assemblies. Instruct 
our representatives, vote for no one, for the Legislature who will not aid 
us by Legislative Resolutions, and By his example in wearing nothing 
but our western home made stuffs. 
If the democrats will adhere to this they will either compel the reduc-
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tion of the Tariff, or the Whigs will bear the greatest part of the bur­
then (If the Democracy refuse to purchase) . Secondly we must renew 
the combat for Texas, which will be a gaining business of itself, as the 
cause of Justice always ought to be. These two questions alone, will be 
irresistable in the south & west, and many parts of the north, For I have 
no sort of doubt, that many ten thousands, voted for Clay with great re­
luctance by reason of his objecting to Texas. As he is out of the way, we 
can use it with great success. We have a senator to elect at the next ses­
sion, and have a certainty of gaining two members in the Legislature and 
an equal chance for success for another in the district. Let our friends 
throughout the state, begin the work early. With those two questions 
well managed, we can carry the Governor and both Branches of the Leg­
islature and we must do it. The same degree of enthusiasm cannot be 
got if for any other man than Clay in the West. Therefore now is the 
acceptable hour for us to strike. If the Democracy has whipped him, 
with his opinions upon those subjects upon a full and thorough canvass 
of them What have we to fight but the capitalists of N England. That 
they will struggle hard is to be expected. They did so before. If you con­
cur with me in these opinions, I shall be glad to hear from you, for this 
work must commence shortly. I am only waiting to hear the final result 
of your Election, to begin my operations. I am old but chuck fu[ll]6 of 
fight upon these two subjects [ . . .  ] believing from what I have h[eard] 
that the Democracy has succeeded. It is not impro[per] to consult our 
friends now [ . . . ] [sh]all start to Montgomery County on tomorrow. A 
letter if you write shortly will find me at McCallisters Cross Roads. I 
may remain there two weeks. 
Please present me kindly to Mrs President and accept for yourself my 
hearty good wishes. 
ADAM HUNTSMAN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in THQ, VI, pp. 363-64. 
1. Date and place identified through content analysis. 
2. Huntsman's reference is to the Battle of Pharsalus in 48 B.C. Defeated 
by the legions of Julius Caesar, the remnants of Pompey's forces withdrew and 
took up a position on one of the hills above the plain of Pharsalus. By cutting off 
access to a nearby stream, Caesar's legions forced Pompey's troops to surrender. 
3. Huntsman probably refers to the 1842 tariff and its likeness to the 1828 
"tariff of abominations ."  
4. Hoping to use economic pressure to overturn the Stamp Act and Town­
shend Acts, colonial merchants put together in the 1 760's a number of nonim­
portation agreements; in late 1 774 the First Continental Congress adopted a 
nonimportation, nonexportation, and nonconsumption agreement, "The Asso­
ciation, "  against trade of any kind with Great Britain, Ireland, and the West 
Indies. 
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5. Tennessee held elections for Congress, the state legislature, and governor 
on the first Thursday of August in odd-numbered years. 
6. Manuscript torn here and below. 
FROM IVESON L. BROOKES 1 
Dear Polk Penfield Greene County Georgia Nov. 18th 1844 
I suppose you have occasionally thrown back thoughts to the scenes 
of Chapel Hill, and it may be, you have not forgotten all your Dialectic 
associates. Permit me to remind you of the disposition you made of your 
Euclid. When about taking leave of your friends you called at my room 
and extending to me that work of unexampled Genius, said "Brookes 
I present you this Book as a token of friendship. "  Now sir you may 
be surprized to learn that I have that book at this moment before me 
having carefully preserved it in remembrance of the Donor, and that I 
have never cast my eyes upon it without its having called up the recol­
lection of James Knox Polk and the Debates of the Dialectic Hall. After 
mentioning this circumstance, which may, perhaps, give you a faint re­
membrance of an old school mate, I will say to you that I have been 
gratified, in seeing, through the public papers, from time to time, the 
onward progress of an esteemed friend on the road to fame; and it is 
now with feelings of special pleasure I congratulate you upon your ele­
vation thro' the late electoral canvass to the highest seat in the gift of 
the American people. After leaving college I entered upon the profession 
of the Gospel ministry and have seldom intermeddled with the politics 
of the Country even so far as to exercise the elective franchise; yet I have 
found it difficult not to take sides with one or other of the great political 
parties of the Country. From N.C. I came to Georgia in 1822, went to 
S.C. in 1830, removed back to Georgia in 1841 .  In the old North State I 
was considered identified in opinion with the Jeffersonian Republicans, 
in Georgia with the States rights party, and in S.C. with the Nullifiers, 
having all the while been opposed to a high Tariff for protection, as its 
object, and in favor of a strict and litteral construction of the Constitu­
tion. Upon principle then I have felt constrained to go against the new 
system ofWhiggery in which Clay Adams & Webster seem to be the lead­
ers, combining those measures which would fix upon the Country Clays 
American System, drive Texas to an alliance with England, Render our 
great Southen Staple worthless and our slaves a burthen to us, all of 
which would be as Adams & the rest of the abolitionists wish. I have 
therefore in the late presidential canvass taken an unusual interest not 
merely on account of my personal friendship toward yourself but for the 
sake of the great principles involved in the Election. Mr Clay's parti-
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zan leaders in S.C. & Ga have manifested a zeal which has recoiled upon 
them by rendering it too evident that they are Mr Randolph's2 men of 
five principles, going for the loaves & fishes of office. Instance those of 
them who in '32 went for Nullifying at the peril of the Union and now 
are the bold advocates of a Tariff even more odious to the South when 
taken in all its bearings. They have attempted to blind the minds of the 
people by exalting the talents & qualifications of Clay asserting your­
self to be a very obscure individual and utterly incapacitated to honor 
the high office to which you had been nominated. It is on this point 
sir that I was perhaps enabled to render you a little service by giving 
my testimony in your favor (as living in the midst of a whig region un­
der the influence of Dawson & Stephens) . 3 I took the liberty to state 
to the Democratic candidate in Stephens' District4 (which testimony he 
voiced) and I also stated the same facts to many others & wrote to some 
at a distance viz that I was personally acquainted with you during your 
collegiate course in which you took the first honor & characterized by a 
laudable ambition & high minded integrity which placed you above the 
suspicion of a mean action and left the impression upon the minds of 
your fellow students that you was destined to rise to future eminence; 
and that such anticipations had been fulfilling in the various instances of 
your promotion, as by your state to a seat in Congress, by that honorable 
body to be the Chairman of several important committees, and to their 
speaker's Chair, and again by your fellow citizens, to that gubernatorial 
Chair. All of which evinced the high testimony of those best calculated 
to judge of your talents to fill responsible offices, & which indicated that 
the helm of this great Republic would not suffer in your hands. May the 
Greater Ruler of Nations under whose Providence you have been pro­
moted to the most responsible office enable you to make a wise selection 
of counsellors ("in the multitude of Counsellors there is safety") 5 and so 
administer the affairs of this great Nation as to baffle the gainsayings of 
your enemies & meet the expectations of your friends. While just here 
permit me to say that it would be a source of much gratification to me 
to have confirmed by your own pen a statement which has reached me 
affirming you to be a member of a Christian Church. 
I have already I fear taxed your patience but it occurs to me that you 
perhaps may feel some curiosity to hear something of my personal con­
dition after a lapse of a quarter of a century. AB to my moral character 
so far as I know, my garments are thus far unstained and in reference 
to my transactions with men my conscience is, I trust, void of offence. I 
have passed some scenes of affliction & reverses of fortune. I have lost 
by death two wives & two children 6 and perhaps more than forty slaves 
within the last twenty years. Also by a foolish purchase on credit of a 
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considerable amount of property on the heel of the change in times I 
have perhaps lost the nett income of my resources for the last ten years. 
Yet like Job I may under all these reverses be considered as attended by 
a favoring Providence. I am now blessed with a lovely wife 7 with whom I 
have lived for some 13 years. She has five daughters, by the second I have 
two daughters & by the first the youngest of three children survives, and 
the only son 8 I have had born to me. He is now 18, is in the Senior Class 
in College & is a promising boy. My daughters 9 with one exception (who 
has had feeble health from infancy) are healthy handsome and intellec­
tual. In my marriages I have become connected with highly respectable 
families & have fallen into the hands of pretty women. I have under the 
divine Providence been enabled to contribute several thousand dollars 
for the promotion of Education & Religion and with my attention to the 
small patrimony derived from my parents 10 and the amounts received 
by my wives I am the owner of largely over a hundred slaves & more real 
estate than is sufficient for them to cultivate. I mention my condition 
not boastingly but that you may see I have not been idle, and that as 
a southern planter I am deeply interested in having the Tariff reduced 
to the revenue standard & so arranged as to bear equably upon all sec­
tions of the Country & thus to raise the price of cotton in Europe by the 
sale of their fabrics here being allowed a fair competition with American 
fabrics, and in having the Annexation of Texas effected & thereby the 
value of our slaves sustained by opening up that fertile region for the 
employment of their labor & by paving the way for a further outlet to 
their intrance into Mexico etc. 
Finally as you will very likely have many applications for office I imag­
ine you may be tempted to wonder which of Uncle Sams loaves in the gift 
of the President does my old schoolmate desire? Here sir to relieve this 
address from the suspicion of any other than motives of disinterested 
friendship permit me to assure you that all I ask is that you will shortly 
(before the press of business) find time to write me a line in reply to this 
letter . . . .  
IVESON L. BROOKES 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on January 3, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Brookes, an 1819 graduate of the University of North Carolina, was or­
dained a Baptist minister in 1820; he served as rector of an academy in Eaton­
ton, Ga. ,  before his first marriage. Through marriage he acquired a substantial 
fortune and became a wealthy planter. In 1835 he began to write letters and 
tracts defending slavery; his best known pamphlets, written in 1850 and 1851,  
were entitled respectively, A Defence of the South against the Reproaches and In­
croachments of the North and A Defence of Southern Slavery against the Attacks 
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of Henry Clay and Alexander Campbell. Polk and Brookes were members of the 
same college debating club, the Dialectic Society. 
2. John Randolph of Roanoke, a states' rights Democrat from Virginia, served 
in the U.S. House, 1799-1813, 1815-17, 1819-25, and 1827-29. He sat in the U.S. 
Senate, 1825-27, and served briefly as U.S. minister to Russia in 1830. 
3 .  William C. Dawson and Alexander H.  Stephens. Dawson represented Geor­
gia in the U.S. House, 1836--41 and in the U.S. Senate, 1849-55. He lost his bid 
for the governorship of Georga in 1841 to Charles J. McDonald. 
4. A cotton planter who had served in the lower house of the Georgia General 
Assembly, Absalom Janes opposed Stephens in the race for the U.S .  House in 
1844. 
5. Probably a variant of the scriptural verse, "Where no counsel is the people 
fall: but in the multitude of counselors there is safety. " 
6. Brookes married Lucina Sarah Walker and after her death, Prudence E .  
Johnson. His two deceased children have not been identified. 
7. In 1831 ,  he married Sarah J. Myers. 
8. Walker I. Brookes. 
9. Not identified further. 
10. Brookes' parents, Jonathan and Annie Lewis Brookes, resided in Caswell 
County, N.C. 
FROM WILLIAM M. LOWRY 
Dear Col. Greeneville Ten Nov 18 1844 
I assure you it is with no little pleasure, I seat myself to congratulate 
you upon your recent triumphant elevation to the Presidency. Sorry I am 
that Tennessee has acted so inglorus a part in this grate contest. I have 
now no fears but that Tennessee will be found in August next right side 
up. 1 Had the 2nd Congressional Destrict, been better attended too than 
it was we would certainly have carried the state, for but few folks have 
any confidence in Our Elector for that Destrict (this is private) .  2 Under 
all the circumstances East Tennessee has done well. The Whig Party 
seemd to make this theire battle ground & particularly this Congres­
sional Destrict seemd to be theire grate reliance for gain which thanks 
to the noble Democracy of the 1st Destrict proved untrue. I am told that 
Genl Barrow on his return informd his Whig freinds that E Tenns was 
good for 6 thousand for Clay & Co. As before stated I am sorry that 
Tens has acted as he has tho we have runn them just close enough to 
Know what we can do in next August. This town as you are aware (I 
think I told you when here last) has the degradation of containing the 
malignant slanderer who invented, the story about your revolutionary 
Grand fathers being a tory3 & which was made theire principal elec­
tionary Hobby in this & other parts of the Union. I would like much to 
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get a peep at Mr Bell Foster Henry & Jones. Iftheire faces are propotion­
ably long with the small whigs of this region It would be a sight worth 
seeing. These hard times I wonder what Jones now thinks of his pledge 
to Gibbon of Pens "that Tenns was as firm as the everlasting Hills that 
she would give Clay 5000 majority". 4 He has rendered him self com­
pletely infamous & contemptible amongst a number of his own party & 
the Democracy would hardly touch him with a ten foot pole. The Democ­
racy of old Greene intend having a grand illumination on thursday night 
in Honor of your elevation to the Presidency. You will please remember 
me to Mrs Polk with whom I become acquainted partialy in the Spring 
of 1837 . . . .  
WM. M. LOWRY 
NB Since writeing the foregoing the thought of Mr Clays remarks made 
while you Were speaker & giving the casting vote on the Missippi con­
tested Election crosses my mind. 5 I wonder what he now thinks of his 
ungenerous attack, "go home Gd dam you, where you belong" to reverse 
the parties names. It will fit his case exactly. At present in a speech 
made in our ct house by Wm H S[ . . .  ]d 6 he solemnly declared that he 
did not think you would carry one state unless it was south carolina and 
that depended upon the will of J C Calhoun. Excuse the libertys I have 
taken, in mentioning these matters. WML 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Lowry's reference is to the Tennessee elections in August 1845. 
2. An East Tennessee physician, Thomas Von Albade Anderson was a son 
of Joseph Anderson and brother of Alexander 0., Pierce B. ,  and Addison A. 
Anderson; he replaced William Wallace, who declined nomination for reasons 
of health, as Democratic elector for the Second Congressional District of Ten­
nessee. 
3. During the 1840 presidential campaign, William G. Brownlow publicized in 
his newspaper, the Jonesborough Whig and Independent Journal, rumors about 
Ezekiel Polk's Revolutionary War record. Lowry's reference to the Greeneville 
"slanderer" has not been identified further. 
4. In October 1844 James C. Jones sent Charles Gibbons, the president of the 
National Clay Club of Philadelphia, materials on Polk's anti-tariff views. See 
John P. Heiss to Polk, November 3, 1844. Jones' pledge has not been identified 
further. 
5. When a special session of Congress was called for September 1837, Missis­
sippi had not held congressional elections. The Democrats John F. H. Claiborne 
and Samuel J. Gholson won decisive victories in the July election and served 
during the special session. Although the House of Representatives declared that 
the two men were elected for the full term, Mississippi held the usual November 
elections; and the Whig candidates Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas J. Word, 
won easily and on December 27, 1837, presented their credentials. In Febru-
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ary 1838 the House rescinded its earlier decision and declared the seats vacant. 
Democrats then proposed a compromise denying the seats to the two Whigs and 
calling for a third election; Polk cast the tie-breaking vote on that proposition. 
Prentiss and Word won a second time and were seated on May 30, 1838. 
6.  Letters obscured by oil from sealing wax. Lowry's reference probably is to 
William H. Sneed. A Murfreesboro lawyer, he won election as a Whig to a single 
term in the Tennessee Senate, 1843-45. Sneed moved to Greeneville in 1844 
and then to Knoxville the next year. He won election as a Know-Nothing to the 
U.S. House, 1855-57. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG AND J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Dear Sir, Nashville Nov. 19. 1844 
The citizens of Davidson are desirous of receiving you at Nashville 
with popular honors when you shall pass through our city on your con­
templated visit to Gen. Jackson. Supposing you may leave Columbia on 
Monday morning, stop at Williamson over night, and proceed to the Her­
mitage on Tuesday, they are disposed to make arrangements for meeting 
you (Thursday) on your return, some five or six miles distant, escorting 
you into our city with military and civic honors usual on such occasions. 
The public anxiety thus to mark your arrival here is ardent and all­
pervading. Will you be kind enough to say by return mail whether ar­
rangements of this kind will meet your approbation? 
LS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
R. ARMSTRONG 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
Dr Sir Nashville 19th Novemr [18]44 
By direction of the Genl Jackson I hand you the inclosed, please notice 
the Notes ordered be made on it by the Genl. 1 
Hand it to Mr James Walker Thomas2 or such of your friends as will 
make up a Suitable reply &c to Mr. Lawrence. 
The Genl. says we will enclose it to Mr Prescott. 3 I fear he is not as 
well as usual. I will go up to night & see him. 
R. ARMsTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. William Prescott, a physician from Lynn, Mass.,  wrote Andrew Jackson 
on November 7, 1844, and requested a refutation of Abbott Lawrence's recent 
attack on Polk's  record as a slaveowner; at a local Whig meeting Lawrence had 
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described Polk as "an ultra slaveholder" and had claimed that Polk was "cruel, 
hardhearted, and tyrannical to his slaves. "  ALS. DLC-AJ. 
2. Armstrong's references probably are to James Walker and James H. 
Thomas. 
3. Jackson's AE on the cover of Prescott's November 7, 1844, letter indicates 
that on November 30, 1844, he forwarded to Prescott a defense of Polk by Gideon 
J. Pillow. Pillow's defense has not been found. 
FROM JULIUS W. BLACKWELL 
Dear Sir Athens Ten. Novr. 19th 1844 
I hail you as President elect of the United States. Altho you are 
cheated out of Tennessee, you have New York. We have just reed. the 
intelligence that you have carried N.Y. but no doubt, you reed. it before 
we did. Our friend are now shouting and singing and shooting, and to­
morrow night intend to illuminate. We did less for you in the way of 
gains than either of the Congressional destricts in E. Ten. but we did 
the best we could. Old McMinn gave you a majority of 185, a small gain 
over the vote of 1843. The Whigs here fought like desperadoes. 
When I see the talent and money we had to contend against I wonder 
that we did as well as we have. But I will not trouble you any further now. 
Altho we grieve for the loss of Tennessee, we are nevertheless happy as 
the die is cast and you are elected. 
The Coons have cheated you out of Tennessee, mark that. 
J. W. BLACKWELL 
P.S. I leave home for Washington City in a day or two. J.W.B. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
FROM SAMUEL P. CALDWELL 
Dear Sir Memphis Tennessee November 19th 1844 
I have concluded to settle my negroes upon a plantation, and conse­
quently have given the proposition which you made to me last winter my 
attention more particularly of late. 
My father 1 was here a few days since ar1d told me to write to you that 
he and I would purchase half of your Mississippi plantation, and enter 
into a partnership with you down there, if it met with your approbation. 
I am willing to it, if you will take my Haywood land as you proposed. I 
suppose we could agree as to the price of your land, and mine also. We 
will furnish a force equal to yours. Write to me at Memphis, your price 
for your land, and whether or not the arrangement would suit you and 
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such other particulars in regard to the matter (if it does) as you may 
think proper. 
SAMUEL P. CALDWELL 
P.S. Answer this letter2 soon as the time to agree in is very limited. S.P.C. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Silas M. Caldwell. 
2. Polk's reply, if any, has not been found. 
FROM RANSOM H. GILLET 
My Dear Sir, Ogdensburgh Nov 19. 1844 
Allow me to congratulate you upon the result of the Election. You are 
now the head of our nation & have its destinies in your hand to no limited 
extent. I feel that all is well for four years. Indeed this election settles 
the question of the policy of our goverment for many years. The whigs 
here tell me they suppose that the Confession of faith that I drew in 
Baltimore in 1840, 1 is to be adopted in our political Church. I tell them, 
doubtless it will, & that I feel prouder of those Baltimore resolutions 
than anything that I have ever done. 
How well Genl Jackson must feel at the result. But poor Bell, his 
speeches have not killed, but elevated you. He must feel as bad as some 
of Milton's fallen devils. 2 
I wish you a most prosperous & happy administration. I cannot well 
come to see you inaugurated. It would not be paying you so high a com­
pliment, as we have done at the polls. But I shall expect to see you here 
next summer on your tour to the north. Dont fail to take it & be sure 
that you see the St. Lawrence & your old friend in particular. Mrs. G. 3 
is counting upon it already. It will do much to vanish the feeling that an 
election engenders. 
Next week we bring out the Cannon & celebrate our victory, when you 
will be appropriately remembered by all. 
You will have to use all your nerves to Cleanse the Augean stable. 4 
If you follow Mr Van Buren & omit it, you like him may have enemies 
doing mischief to do you injury. In this he made a great mistake. Mr 
Wright soon leaves for his new home at Albany. When will you reach 
Washington? We do not hear from your state yet. I alone here have 
confidence that you will carry it. Nothing could give me more pleasure 
than to see your state in line again with the democracy. 
Make my best respects to Mrs Polk & believe me . . . .  
R. H. GILLET 
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ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Gillet served as chairman of the resolutions committee of the Democratic 
National Convention of 1840. His committee prepared a set of nine resolutions 
setting forth the party's basic principles, the text of which was published in the 
Washington Globe of May 7, 1840. 
2. Reference is to John Milton's epic poem, Paradise Lost. 
3. Eleanor C. Barhydt Gillet. 
4. In classical mythology King Augeas housed 3000 oxen in stables but failed 
to clean the stables for thirty years. Hercules finally cleaned them by diverting 
the river Alpheus through them. 
FROM JOEL B. SUTHERLAND 
My dear Sir Washington Nov. 20th 1844 
I think it probable, that you will receive letters from Philada suggest­
ing what had better be done, as soon as you enter upon your Presidential 
duties. With reference to such a state of things, before you take any steps 
in relation to Philada it may not be improper to say to you, that a large 
majority of the office holders here, voted the Democratic Ticket. Propo­
sitions for turning out, no doubt will be made. Some will want changes 
to suit ulterior views & some for the sake of personal advantage. But it 
appears to me, that where the officers are competent & are of the right 
faith, no changes ought to be made, unless the incumbents have been 
in sufficiently long to require a change. The Body of the party here as I 
informed you in my last, 1 wish to see a Polk administration & certainly 
at this early day, do not wish to be disturbed by the rivalry of candidates 
for the succession. 
I may be mistaken, but I think I see the path, that ought to be taken, to 
keep the party united in Penna. Men write, & think their advice ought to 
be taken although they know but little about the state of Penna at large. 
To meet the wishes of your friends in Penna. I have made an arrange­
ment to have a suit of American cloth presented to you by a Democratic 
Manufacturer, to be worn on the day of your Inauguration. 
Tennessee has gone for the Whigs I fear. But such a victory carried its 
death blow with it. 
Present my kind regards to Mrs. Polk & believe me . . . .  
J. B. SUTHERLAND 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Joel B. Sutherland to Polk, November 12, 1844. 
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FROM ROGER B. TANEY1 
My Dear Sir Baltimore, Nov. 20. 1844 
I feel so truly rejoiced at your election as President of the U. States, 
that I must indulge myself in the pleasure of offering you my cordial 
congratulations. We have passed through no contest for the Presidency 
more important than the one just over; nor have I seen any one before 
in which so many dangerous influences were combined together as were 
united in support of Mr. Clay. Your triumphant success gives me in­
creased confidence in the intelligence firmness & virtue of the American 
people; and in the safety and stability of the principles upon which our 
institutions are founded. I need not say with what pleasure I shall again 
meet you in Washington, & see you entering upon the high station to 
which you have been so honorably called. 
R. B. TANEY 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A 1 795 graduate of Dickinson College and member of the Maryland House 
for one term, 1 799-1800, Taney broke with the Federalist party over its opposi­
tion to the War of 1812;  he subsequently served in Andrew Jackson's cabinet as 
attorney general and later as secretary of the Treasury. Whig opposition in the 
U.S. Senate denied him an associate's seat on the U.S. Supreme Court in 1835; 
however, the following year he went to the Court as its chief justice and served 
in that post until his death in 1864. 
FROM SAMUEL P. WALKER 
Dear Sir. Memphis Nov. 20th 1844 
The battle is over & the victory complete with but one thing to regret, 
we ought to have had the vote of Tennessee. The gallant Middle division 
did nobly (and old Maury I am proud of her) . If the the wings had done 
half duty the State would have been safe. However, the vote is so close 
it is almost equal to a victory. In this county 1 there is an increased vote 
of near 700, nearly 500 of them in the City of Memphis; this increase 
was very largely in favor of the Whigs. Out of 260 merchants & clerks 
we have but 15 or 20, & but few of them worth a cent in an election-in 
fact some of them deserted us on the day of the election and voted the 
Whig ticket. The Banks and Insurance Offices with all their money and 
officers were against us. This influence extended all over the District. I 
doubt whether we could do as well in this county if the battle had to be 
fought over again. At all events I know but few men who have not done 
their whole duty. 
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But my object in writing to you is on other business. I am almost sat­
isfied with a drawn battle in Ten. and a victory in the Union. There is 
great interest felt here in relation to the Naval depo. Many applications 
have already been made for Offices in that establishment, almost alto­
gether by Whigs. I dont wish to assume the priviledge of advising but 
have thought that it might be important to let you know the state of 
things here. Mr. Tyler will probably have the appointments to make. 
He would probably be advised by Cave Johnson & other democrats from 
Ten. The applicants, so far, are all Whigs. This ought not to be. We have 
heavy odds against us any how, and there is no good reason for placing 
our enemies in a position to fight with more effect against us. There 
will be applicants among the democrats and my object in writing to you 
is to suggest that it is not at all important that the officers should be 
appointed immediately, except the superintendant of public buildings & 
there is I think but one applicant for that office (Col Morrison) 2 a very 
competent democrat. Gains, Judge Dunlap, Geo W Smith 3 and others 
are very desirous that the appointments should not be made in a hurry. 
They dont know that I have written you. 
You will probably receive letters and applications in abundance. What 
we want is a little time to consult and endeavor to reccommend such 
persons, among our friends, as will make good officers. Within the last 
day or two this subject has attracted a great deal of attention. I have 
heard several persons spoken of. Among the number Mr. Harris 4 has 
been spoken of for one of the offices. You know his qualifications as well 
as I do. If he can get the reccommendation of our democratic friends 
here I would be glad to see him get something. He needs it and would 
make a good officer. He voted with us & was very decided firm for some 
time before the election & may be able to do this. If he cannot I will 
advise him not to apply. 
There is another important suggestion. I think we can carry this 
county next August with proper efforts & it may be important in the 
election of a Senator. If the work could begun by the 1st Feby-a few 
additional voters would be of service as the labouring men are generally 
democrats. You will be the best judge as to the propriety of advising with 
Johnson on the subjects mentioned above. 
SAML. P. WALKER 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Shelby County. 
2. Probably David Morison, an assistant civil engineer at the Memphis Navy 
Yard from 1845 until 1849. 
3. Pendleton G. Gaines, William C. Dunlap, and George W Smith. Gaines, a 
lawyer and editor of the Memphis Gazette from 1834 until 1838, served a sin-
340 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
gle term as a Democrat in the Tennessee House, 1839-41 .  A young Shelby 
County lawyer, Smith lost his bid for a seat in the Tennessee House to Adam 
R. Alexander in 1841 .  Smith was confirmed by the U.S.  Senate for the post of 
navy agent at the Memphis Navy Yard on July 8, 1848. 
4. Adlai 0. Harris, widower of Polk's sister, Naomi, had engaged formerly in 
business with James Walker in Columbia, Tenn. ;  in the 1830's he formed a New 
Orleans cotton brokerage firm with Madison Caruthers;  after Naomi's death in 
1836 Harris moved to Memphis and engaged in sundry mercantile pursuits. 
FROM WILLIAM WALTERS 1 
Respected Sir: Terre Haute, (Ind.) Nov. 20, 1844 
I congratulate you most sincerely on the glorious result which has 
placed you in the Presidential Chair; and feel, myself, the deepest sen­
sations of joy, in remembering that I gave you my vote in the Balti­
more Convention, and my whole influence with the Illinois delegation, 
of which I was a member. But my object in addressing you now, is not, 
merely to congratulate you on your election; but to speak of the next U.S. 
Senate. The late news from Delaware shows that that body will stand 
26 Whig; 25 Dem. and Indiana to hear from. Thos. Dowling, Esq. of this 
place, 2 who is in favor of the Annexation of Texas, who is aginst a U.S. 
Bank, and who is friendly to you, can command 6 Whig votes in the Leg­
islature of Indiana, and with the Democratic party in the Legislature, 
could be elected. I have today, written to Gov. Whitcomb, with whom I 
am personally acquainted, on this subject. 
I know that all this is out of rule; and is liable to a construction of med­
dling in affairs beyond my jurisdiction; but when we reflect that the next 
U.S. Senate may thwart every measure of your administration, placing 
a barren sceptre in your grasp, it is worth the risk of such an accusation. 
Dowling was a Tyler man; and is at heart against Clay. Your friend, Cave 
Johnson knows him, I think; and a word from him to Gov Whitcomb, or 
any other influential friend in Indiana, would aid in accomplishing the 
object, if he should think it desirable. 
In Illinois, I think we shall elect Col. E. D. Taylor3  to the next Senate, 
in place of Gen. Semple. 4 
WM. WALTERS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A former editor of the Wilmingtonian and Delaware Advertiser, William 
Walters held the state printing contract in Illinois; and in partnership with 
George R. Weber he published a Democratic newspaper, the Springfield Illinois 
State Register. 
2. Before settling in Terre Haute, Ind. ,  in 1832, Thomas Dowling had worked 
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for the Washington National Intelligencer. He served several terms in the In­
diana legislature and in the early 1840's published the Wabash Express, a Whig 
newspaper. 
3. One of the early settlers of Springfield, Ill . ,  E .  D. Taylor served in the state 
legislature during the 1830's. In 1835 he was appointed receiver of public monies 
at Chicago; he subsequently joined in promoting construction of the Galena & 
Chicago Union railroad and the Illinois & Michigan canal. 
4. A lawyer and state legislator, James Semple served as attorney general for 
the state and as Speaker of the Illinois House. Appointed in 1843 to fill the 
unexpired Senate term of Samuel McRoberts, he subsequently won election as 
a Democrat and served until March 184 7 .  
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir Nashville Nov. 21 .  [18]44 
To pass Monday night at Mr Childress's 1 & reach the Hermitage 
on Tuesday, spend two nights and a day with the Genl and arrive at 
Nashville on Thursday forenoon would be a proper arrangement, I think. 
Your visit to the Hermitage will not be generally known here before 
Thursday. So many would follow you that you would have no peace or 
quiet. 
I send you a letter from Mr. Kennedy. 2 He will be well prepared to 
convey you over the mountains. 
Our friend Thomas J. Read came in the Louisville stage this evening 
and will visit you on Saturday. One of the truest and best men of our 
Democracy. 
No news further from Lousn. Delre & Masst have gone Whig. Maine 
Democratic by increased majority. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A resident of Williamson County and a cousin to Sarah Childress Polk, 
William G. Childress served one term as a Democratic member of the Tennessee 
House, 1835-37, and ran unsuccessfully for the U.S. House in 1839. In 1844 he 
attended the Democratic National Convention as a delegate from Tennessee. 
2. See Robert P. Flenniken to Polk, November 1 1 ,  1844. 
Dear Sir 
FROM ALEXANDER JONES 
241 8th Avenue 
New York Nov. 21st 1844 
I again congratulate you and the country on your election to the high­
est office in the gift of a free people. 
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Take the result all in all, and it is one of the most important politi­
cal triumphs which has occurred in the United States, since the period, 
when Mr. Jefferson defeated the elder Adams. 
I discover the closeness of the contest in Tennessee is without a paral­
lel! And whether the Democrats have carried the state or not, they have 
nevertheless fought a noble battle and covered themselves with glory. 
Had I foreseen the closeness of the vote, I would have tried hard to have 
reached the State sooner & to have exercised 1ny humble powers on the 
stump more widely and actively. 
However, let Tennessee go as she may, we have abundant and heartfelt 
cause of congratulation. 
I see our old native State of North Carolina has gone against us. Your 
native county, Mecklinburg, adheres to Democracy, while Rowan, my 
native country, sticks to federalism, as of old. I should be pleased to see 
the "Old North State" once more return to the ranks of Democracy. 
In no part of the Union probably, had the whigs felt more keenly their 
defeat than in this city and state. Never was there a party more con­
fident of success. The whigs of New York boasted, bet and swaggered 
to an extent unequalled by their party elsewhere, or at any previous 
election. The daily and confident tone of triumph put forth by their par­
tizan papers in this city caused many members of their party to bet in 
the most daring and wreckless manner, on the final result. During the 
whole campaign, they have been urging the Democrats to bet, "to back 
their judgement, " as they called it; offering double and treble odds. The 
consequence has been that large sums of money have changed hands and 
many whigs have become utterly ruined. On my return from the west, 
I was appealed to for the purpose of obtaining my opinion as to how 
certain states in the west would vote, as it was known, I had travelled 
through the western states, as far south as New Orleans and as far west 
and north, as St. Louis, Mo. and Galena in Illinois; during two months 
of summer & two months, in the present autumn, making four months 
since the beginning of the campaign. While, I uniformly felt great grat­
ification in being able from personal experience and observation among 
the people, to state my firm and candid belief, in your triumphant elec­
tion; I at the same time, done all I could to dissuade our friends from 
betting, holding the practice, nothing more or less than gambling. 
Being, all my life through, on principle, opposed to betting on any­
thing, I endeavoured to pursuade others to the adoption of a similar 
course. I fear, however my advice had little, or no weight with many 
of the friends thus advised. Immense sums were bet in this city and lost 
by the whigs. In many instances the most disastrous consequences have 
resulted. 
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One whig gentleman, after betting all his other available means, 
staked his household furniture! He has lost all. His family being left 
destitute! This man was formerly a whig sheriff in New York. Another 
whig, the owner of a well conducted and lucrative Tavern, bet his all, 
including, money, Tavern and furniture. He has of course lost all. His 
wife was a most laborious, worthy and respectable woman, aiding him 
by years of hard toil to accumulate the property, her husband, has thus 
wickedly gambled away. She has since gone mad and is now a maniac in 
the Lunatic Asylum! 
Another whig, a carpet merchant, I am creditably informed, bet his 
whole stock in trade, valued at 38.000 Dollars and has lost the whole! 
Another has lost 40.000 dollars in cash, and others various sums from 5, 
10, to 20,000 dollars! No wonder, such whig merchants, are depressed, 
and unite in trying to create an imaginary panic! It is high time, some 
severe laws were passed against betting on elections. 
For the evil consequences resulting from betting, on the exciting elec­
tion, which has just terminated, the whigs have no one to blame; but 
the Editors of their own wreckless, arrogant, and over confident jour­
nals. These inflammatory concerns, were continually filled with heavy 
banters to bet, accompanied with confident predictions of success to per­
sons staking their money on Mr. Clays election. 
In some instances, I have understood, the whigs bet, with a view of 
creating a kind of capital to electioneer on. For instance, if they had 
staked 500, or 1000 Dollars on the result, they would go out among the 
people and appeal to persons of more or less influence, telling them, that, 
they had bet such and such sums, on Clay; and hence, they were willing, 
if successful to divide out their winings with them, giving them from 10, 
20, to 30 dollars for every vote they could carry to the polls for the whigs, 
seduced from the Democratic ranks. 
This election has shown more than any other, that, the great mass 
of the American people, are not only not for sale; but incapable of being 
purchased. Long may they remain, so. 
Since the result of the canvass became certain, the whigs, and espe­
cially many of the manufacturing capitalist at the north, have been en­
deavouring to create an alarm, or panic, among business men. Owing 
to the recent somewhat increased shipment of spicie 1 to Europe, to set­
tle differences of trade, foreign Exchange having advanced to a point to 
justify it (a thing not at all unusual), the city Banks have become more 
stringent, have advanced, slightly, their rate of interest and curtailed 
their loans. 
They had previously made considerable loans on pledges of State and 
other stocks, the calling in of which, has had the effect, to throw a large 
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amount of stock upon the market, with a corresponding depreciation in 
value; especially, among that description of securities, in Wall Street, 
parlance, called "fancy stocks . "  This decline in the price of stocks, is 
gravely put forth by the whigs and whig papers, as the result of your 
election! 2 Their attempt to get up an imaginery panic will prove a fail­
ure. Their efforts will result in nothing more than injury to many of their 
devoted and timid followers and their poorer dependents or operatives; 
while their influence will only operate locally. 
I have travelled much over the United States within the last few 
months, as well as in former years, and I can safely declare, that, accord­
ing to my observation, the country in general, was never in a sounder 
or safer condition. The people by their industry and economy are in a 
measure freed from debt. They have generally made large crops and 
although produce is low, yet they find no difficulty in obtaining all rea­
sonable comforts without going in debt. While the people continue thus 
industrious and prudent, relying upon their own labour, and enterprize, 
rather than upon the Legislative action of the Government for prosper­
ity; we will defy all the whigs, whig newspapers and panic manufactur­
ers, in Christendom to inflict any general distress upon them; or to sus­
tain for any length of time, any panic local, or general. 
Your prediction with regard to the whigs changing their name, if de­
feated, and assuming, that of "Native Americans,"  you will have per­
ceived, is already to a great extent consumated. Their change would, 
probably, at once be general; but it seems they cannot agree among them­
selves with regard to the plan of operations. You will discover many of 
their papers, have already openly declared in favour of the new name, 
while others, such as the Albany Evening Journal, and New York Tri­
bune, are for delay and caution. 3 They wisely consider the question in 
the light of a two edged sword and that it may cut both ways. 
To the Democracy of the United States, it is a matter of indifference, 
what new name the whigs may adopt. We can defeat them under any 
and every name they can possibly give themselves. They can never steal 
or take a name, better calculated to deceived the people, than that of 
"whig." That name, alone, there can be no doubt, duped thousands, and 
induced thousands of ignorant men to vote with them, under the delu­
sion, impressed upon their minds by disingenuous whig orators, such 
as Webster &c that they were the real and enclusive descendants of our 
whig ancestors of the Revolutionary war! Having defeated them, most 
gloriously, under their strongest and best name, I have not question; bet 
we can hereafter beat them, under the disguise of "Nativism," or under 
any other "ism" they can possibly assume. 
I with all my heart, wish you a long life, health and happiness; hoping 
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and beleiving as I do, that, your Administration, will be crowned with 
the highest degree of success and usefulness to the country, and with 
enduring and distinguished honor to yourself. Be pleased to present my 
highest . . . .  
ALEXR. JoNEs 
N.B.  I shall be pleased to hear from you, at any time it may suit your 
convenience. A.J. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Misspelling of the word "specie. "  
2. The New York Herald of November 16, 1 7 ,  19, and 20, 1844, reported Whig 
efforts to create a panic on Wall Street, blaming falling stock prices on Polk's 
election. Prices of "fancy stocks" fluctuated between two and fifteen percentage 
points during that period. 
3. In an article that was published in two parts on November 1 1 ,  and 12, 
1844, the New York Tribune cautioned restraint with regard to Whigs joining 
with Native Americans. On November 13, 1844, the Tribune published the same 
sentiment in an article reprinted from the Albany Evening Journal. 
FROM NATHANIEL JONES 1 
State of New York 
Surveyor Generals' Office 
Dear Sir, Albany Nov. 2 1 .  1844 
Now that all is safe by reason of the greatest political and moral tri­
umph which has ever been achieved by the advocates of equal rights in 
this or any other country, Allow me, honored sir, to salute you with my 
most hearty congratulations as the victorious Standard Bearer in our 
recent, noble contest. Your own elevation to the highest position among 
men, though highly gratifying to us all, is but a part of the acquisition 
which the great result secures. In this canvass, the chief and principal 
issues have been boldly promulged on the part of the democracy and cav­
alierly accepted by the common foe and upon those issues the battle has 
been hotly waged and most gloriously won. It remains for the future 
to determine whether federalism will again, under a new cognomen, at­
tempt to galvanize the defunct issues of National Bank, Distribution of 
the Land revenues and Class Protection. The probabilities seem to be 
opposed to such hypothesis and that modern whiggery, with the great 
"Embodiment," 2  is to be supersceded by a compound of Nativism and 
Abolitionism, duly christened ''American Republican. " The simultane­
ous announcement of their New Name by the federal Journals in the 
Northern, Middle, and a few of the Southern states, certainly indicates 
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an abandonment of some of their long cherished measures. But what­
ever new principles they may choose to affirm as the basis of their party 
ethics, the old federal leaven must be their pervading and quickening el­
ement and should be, and probably will be represented by their pontifical 
Head or High Priest, Daniel Webster. 
You will have seen ere this reaches you, that your majority in this state 
is larger than the estimate I sent you on the 7th instant, 3 and varies but 
little from 5000. This is indeed close work in a Poll of some 500,000 
votes. The- state ticket leads that of the Electoral about 3 to 5000 and 
is accounted for, in part, by a most silly but pernicious report circulated 
in many counties of this state, that soon after the Baltimore Nomina­
tion of the Dem. Candidates, Gov. Polk addressed each of the Heads of 
the Departments at Washington, pledging himself to them, that in the 
event of his election they should retain their present places in his Cab­
inet should they desire to do so . Coming as it did from persons in the 
employ of the general govt, and who claimed to be in the confidence of 
President Tyler, the report, in portions of our state, received undeserved 
credence and consequently, to the extent of such credence and belief di­
minished our electoral vote. Our firm friends and public speakers boldly 
denied that such was the case, as the whole life, public and private of 
James K. Polk proved him incapable of making such an overture even 
should his election seem dependent upon it. These same individuals now 
have the baseness to charge Mr. Van Buren's friends, or so many of them 
as would make up the disparity between the electoral and state Tick­
ets, with having withheld their votes from Polk and Dallas. Of a piece 
with the above allegations, are the proceedings of a meeting of the same 
school as published in Bennett's Herald of the 14th instant, 4 a majority 
of whom are well known to have favored a more southern candidate5 
and who came if at all, to the support of our Nominees at the eleventh 
hour. These persons now claim to have been essentially instrumental in 
carrying this state and therefore, entitled to all the glory in securing the 
grand & crowning result. I should not be surprised to see a published 
manifesto of these gentlemen asserting their great conservative service 
to the party and modestly demanding full pay therefore immediately af­
ter the 4th of March next. 
Among the most unscrupulous of the class are the following-viz 
Lewis Eaton of Black Rock, 6 for some time past and at the present a 
special Agent for this state, of the Post Office Department. This individ­
ual was never known to be other than a federalist of the true blue stamp 
or ever to have supported the Democratic ticket except on one occasion. 
Mordecai Ogden another Special Agent in the employ of the gen. govern­
ment, Parmenter of Buffalo 7 another of the same type; last but 
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not least, John Lorimer Graham, Postmaster in the City of New York. 8 
These men will arrogate the right to all the places under the general gov­
ernment within this state, and I now predict that they will besiege the 
President Elect, cormorant like, ere he leaves Tennessee for the White 
House. 
I have written the above in a hurried manner, and with entire frank­
ness that you may be early advised of the character of a class of men in 
this state who will be as eager and forward in their claims upon you for 
place as they are believed here to be deceitful and untrustworthy. 
NATH. JONES 
[P.S.]  Our last advises from Tenn. gives us great concern. We fear the 
state has gone for Clay by a trifling majority. N.J. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Nathaniel ,Jones won two terms as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 1837-
41, and served as surveyor general of New York, 1842-44, and as state canal 
commissioner, 184� 7. 
2 .  Henry Clay. 
3. In his letter of November 7, 1844, Jones related that Polk had won the state 
of New York by a majority of between 3,000 and 5,000 votes. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
4. James Gordon Bennett established the New York Herald in 1835. One of 
the first of the penny presses, the Herald opposed the renomination of Martin 
Van Buren in 1840 and supported the election of Polk in 1844. Although it was 
considered non-partisan, the Herald generally sided with the Democratic party 
until the election of 1856. Reference to the meeting of John Tyler's friends has 
not been identified further. 
5. Jones' reference probably is to John Tyler. 
6. Lewis Eaton has not been identified further. 
7. Mordecai Ogden and Parmenter have not been identified further. 
8. John L. Graham, a lawyer, held the office of postmaster of New York City 
from 1842 to 1845 and served as one of John Tyler's chief patronage dispensers 
in the city. 
FROM GOUVERNEUR KEMBLE 1 
My dear Sir Cold Spring 2 1  Nov. 1844 
Your letter came to hand, and I have now to congratulate you on being 
President-elect, which I do with all my heart. Of the event of the election 
in this State I have never entertained a doubt since the nomination of 
Mr. Wright for Governor, and the enthusiasm with which it was received 
by the Democratic party. It was a great, but necessary sacrafice, and no 
man regretted it more than 2 himself, but without it, I believe that we 
should have been defeated. 
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I look with some anxiety on the position of your administration be­
tween the friends of Mr Calhoun and the Democratic party north of Vir­
ginia, and I have been led to think of it more in consequence of a letter 
from a strong friend in Columbia S.C. who says, that Mr. Calhoun had 
written to his friends in that State, I give the words, "to wait and watch 
the first movements of the successful party before they committed them­
selves. " 
Presuming that you are fully advised of the state of public opinion 
there, I shall not occupy your time with it. My district will send you 
a friend in Congress, but coming from the adjacent county which is 
strongly Tariff, I presume him to be so inclined, as was his predeces­
sor. 3 For my own party, amid these dissensions, and difficulty of choice, 
I have had more trouble to be permitted to remain at home than most 
men take to get to Congress, but I have had the honors of the House and 
know what they are worth . . . .  
Gouv KEMBLE 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  A New York cannon manufacturer, Gouverneur Kemble sat in the U.S. 
House from 1837 to 1841;  he served as a delegate to the state constitutional 
convention of 1846 and to the Democratic National conventions of 1844 and 
1860. 
2.  Here Kemble cancelled the word "myself. "  
3. William B. Maclay and Aaron Ward. A New York City lawyer and member 
of the state assembly from 1840 until 1842, Maclay served five terms in the U.S. 
House as a Democrat, 1843-49, 1857-61 .  Formerly district attorney of Westch­
ester County, New York, Ward won election to the U.S. House as a Democrat and 
served six terms, 1825-29, 183 1-37, and 1841-43. 
FROM HENRY SIMPSON 1 
Dear Sir, Philadelphia, November 21st 1844 
Allow me to congratulate you on your election to the Presidency of 
these United States, and I think after four years toil, I have a right to the 
high satisfaction of this joy, for after our overthrow in 1840, the Federal 
Whigs craped the door of my sisters dwelling two nights in succession 
from the bell to the steps of the front door. 2 If ever any circumstance 
created an incentive to action, this did; from the first knowledge of our 
defeat in Novr. of that year, I began a correspondence with our politi­
cal friends throughout the United States, and continued it until our late 
glorious and lasting victory over the vilest and most vicious of political 
opponents. I was at the National Convention and united with our friends 
in the nomination of yourself and Mr. Dallas. I was acting chairman of 
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the Democratic Hickory club of the city and county of Philadelphia's 
committee of Correspondenc�f which club, our friend the Honorable 
Henry Horn is President, and we have the honor of numbering among 
our correspondents the first men of the nation and your warm support­
ers. 
The Tyler men in office at a meeting the night before last Resolved 
to address you a letter, on the ground that they ought to be kept in of­
fice. 3 Nearly al  true Democrats refused office under President Tyler, 
and those who accepted, never came out openly and warmly to your sup­
port until within a few months of the election day. What claims they 
can have, rests with your Excellency to determine. Dr. Sutherland, who 
left our party at the memorable time of the re-chartering of the Bank 
U. States by Penna. proposed the other day, that our Democratic friends 
who want office should apply to Mr. Tyler, remove the Clay men in office, 
and so arrange matters as to make no changes necessary on or after the 
4th March next. I take the liberty of giving you this information, know­
ing that you will at the proper time take such measures as you may deem 
wise and prudent. Mr. Dallas is fully acquainted with the whole plan of 
the Tyler men, and their daring efforts to retain office. 'To the victors 
belong the spoils' 4  was truly carried out by our opponents in 1840, and 
Mr. Clay himself, in the United States Senate boldly espoused the doc­
trine that no Democrat should be kept in office under the administration 
of Harrison & Tyler. I, for one, refused to take office under Mr. Tyler. 
Others accepted and have been reaping the spoils for three years at leasL 
Mr. Thomas Cooper, 5 the player has just been appointed Surveyor of this 
port, in place of Jno. G. Watmough, 6 a Clay man, removed. 
Wishing you every happiness . . . .  
HENRY SIMPSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
l. Henry Simpson, brother of the noted Philadelphia editor and author, 
Stephen Simpson, served as alderman of Philadelphia and member of the state 
legislature. In the late 1830's,  he was an appraiser for the port of Philadelphia 
but lost his post in 184 1 .  
2. Simpson 's sister has not been identified further. 
3. For the activities of the Tylerites in Philadelphia, see Joel R Sutherland to 
Polk, November 20 and December 12, 1844 . 
4. Simpson's reference is to \Villiam L. Marcy's remark, "to the victor belong 
the spoils of the enemy, " made in Senate debate on Martin Van Buren's nomina ­
tion as minister to Great Britain in 1832. See Register of'Debates in Congress , 
22nd Congress, 1st Session, Vol .  VIII, p. la25. 
5.  An adopted son of the English free thinker and reformer, VV'illiam Godwin, 
Thomas A. Cooper was a well-known actor and theatrical manager. He was re­
lated to the family of .John Tyler through the marriage of his daughter, Priscilla 
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Cooper, to Robert Tyler. After his retirement from the stage, Cooper secured 
through executive patronage a series of government positions. In 1845 he failed 
to receive Senate confirmation for the office of surveyor of the Port of Philadel­
phia; Polk subsequently appointed him to an inspectorship in the New York Cus­
toms House, where he remained until 1846. 
6. John G. Watmough won election as a Whig to two terms in the U.S. House, 
183 1-35, and served as the surveyor of the Port of Philadelphia, 1841-44. 
FROM CHARLES DOUGLAS 1 
Sir, New London, Connecticut Nov. 22, 1844 
I take leave to tender you my congratulations on the favourable result 
of the contest which has elevated you to the highest station in the gift 
of a free people. The battle was a hard fought one, and consequently 
the victory is the more glorious. In most of the New England States, the 
power of capital over labor was fearfully and successfully demonstrated. 
In this State, Massachusetts, and unfortunate little Rhode Island, the 
lords of the spindles compelled the degraded operatives to vote their will, 
and thus obtained large majorities for your opponent, and the English 
system of protecting labor by taxing it. 
A<side from the controlling power of the manufacturing aristocracy 
over labor, I am well convinced that the result, in the above named states, 
would have been different, as a majority of their inhabitants are as 
soundly democratic as their bretheren in other parts of this Union. But 
this aristocracy, little better than the feudal aristocracy of olden time, 
not only controlled the volitions of their imrnediate dependents, but also 
subjected to their bad influences not a few of the farmers and mechanics 
and thus obtained their local and useless victories. Yet, I trust, the time 
will soon come when legislators will cease to bestow their special favors 
on interests adverse to equal rights, equal laws, equal justice, equal bur­
dens, equal protection. Then, and not until then, will the democracy of 
the manufacturing states regain and maintain their rightful power and 
consequence. 
My high regards to your excellent Lady. 
CHARLES DouGLAS 
ALS. DLC�JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. An outspoken critic of the factory system, the physician Charles Douglas 
had been one of the leaders of the Working Men's movement in New England. In 
the early 1830's he established the New England Artisan and the New London 
Political Observer and Working Man 's Friend. In 1832 he served as the president 
of the New England Association of Farmers, Mechanics, and other Workingmen 
and also ran as the Democratic nominee for state senator from Connecticut's 
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Seventh District. In 1845 Douglas declined Polk's offer of a consulate in Brazil 
but accepted in 184 7 a position as commissioner of public buildings in Washing­
ton. 
FROM AUGUSTUS B. LONGSTREET 1 
[Dear Sir:]  Oxford Georgia 22 Nov 1844 
You are accustomed, my dear sir, to receive letters from hundreds of 
whom you know nothing, and therefore you will readily excuse me for 
making myself one of that number. Surely you will, when the writer in­
forms you that he will readily excuse you for throwing his epistle in the 
fire at sight of the unknown signature. "Why then" you will naturally 
ask "put yourself to the trouble of writing a letter upon which you your­
self place so low an estimate?" I answer, upon the principle that a man 
takes a ticket in a lottery, that it may perchance be productive of good. 
Let me promise by way of bespeaking your indulgence, at least so far as 
to hear what I have to say that I am entirely beyond the reach of Ex­
ecutive patronage. I ask for nothing, I desire nothing, within the gift of 
any public functionary in the Union. To be a worthy disciple of the great 
Head of the Church, is the utmost reach of my ambition. But I have a 
deep interest in the government under which I live. I believe its destiny 
for weal or for woe is in your hands; and it is in the forlorn hope of doing 
it some little service through you, that I venture to obtrude myself upon 
notice. If you were asked what is the uppermost wish of your heart at 
this time, you would doubtless endevor, "to bring back the government 
to its original principles, and to establish those principles upon an im­
movable basis. " This I believe it is your power to do, and it is what no 
other President could have done since the days of Madison. The times 
are peculiarly propitious to this end, though alarmingly critical. Feder­
alism is not dead. As it sank in 1800 under that name, and rose again in 
1840 under the name of Whig, so it sinks now to rise again in 1845 under 
the name of Native American. It is to have for a time, but one political 
principle: "our hands and hearts to foreigners; but no suffrage to them 
until they become identified with us in interest! "  Under this ensign it 
will gain recruits rapidly especially from the churches, a powerful inter­
est. As soon as it shall have gained strength enough to make battle, it will 
begin to resume its old principles, and if its movements cannot be antic­
ipated and counteracted, it will at last triumph, and maintain its victory 
until it is lost in revolution. How did it gain its late gigantic triumph? 
I answer entirely from private & local interests, which have grown up 
from a partial compromise with it, on the part of Republicanism. The 
republican party yielded their ground to serve the times, in 1816; and 
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they have been growing weaker ever since; for it is a property of Fed­
eralism, that it makes the power that sustains it. 2 The Bank favored 
northern capitalists and the Tariff, Yankee labor, and both combined to 
strengthen each other. It became the interest of both to fill the public 
coffers with useless treasure; and to stimulate the government to extrav­
agance in proportion to its income. The consequences were inevitable. 
Ten thousand collateral interests sprung up out of the extravagance of 
the government; labor and capital were turned from their natural chan­
nels, the agricultural & manufacturing interests were arrayed against 
each other, the north was arrayed against the south, and all the politics 
of the country settled upon these two measures. They have produced a 
state of things, that are mischievous in the extreme but which cannot be 
altered without great care, prudence, and circumspection; and yet they 
must be altered, or there is no security for republicanism, no hopes for 
the country. You will not consider me as laying claim to these attributes 
even in an equal degree with yourself, much less as calling in question 
your claims to them, when I venture to suggest how I think this can be 
done. No sir, the case calls for the united wisdom of the whole Demo­
cratic party, and I present myself before you only to contribute my mite. 
Deal with it as you please. 
If I were in your place then thus would I reason, and thus would I 
act: I come into office with a Senate opposed to me, whose aim it will 
be to embarrass my administration as much as possible. Our appeal 
must be to the people. At present the majority is on my side, but that 
majority is made up of very discordant materials which it will be ex­
tremely difficult to keep united. On the other hand the Whig party is 
made up of elements, manifestly differing in interests if not in princi­
ple. Among those are a vast multitude of honest well meaning men who 
are disposed to do right irrespective of party. Those Whigs whose real 
interests lie on the side of republicanism, and those who mean to do 
right, are not irreclaimable. Is it possible to strike out any measure that 
will win them over, and yet drive none from our ranks? It is possible 
if there be any measure that all parties approve of. Is there such an 
one? There is; it is retrenchment, the very thing that no man dare op­
pose; and the very thing to n1ake easy all the reforms that republicanism 
demands. But to propose retrenchment is to do nothing; I must set an 
example of it if possible, and no matter how unimportant the instance 
it will do much. I will look through all the avenues of the Executive 
Department, and cut off every useless officer and every useless expen­
diture from that, and I will recommend to Congress to do the like. I 
will furnish the President's house myself in neat, handsome, but not ex­
travagant style, and request that no appropriations might be made for 
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this purpose, or only enough to cover the cost. "This could be known 
for I would lay in my furniture before the fourth of March. " I will look 
through all the other departments of the governments, and wherever 
retrenchment can be made in them without weakening 1ny force I will 
recommend it. In those states which are hopelessly federal, if it can 
be done without partiality or injustice, I will retrench boldly. Not as 
a vindictive measure, but as a wholesome one, which may be pushed 
rapidly here without defeating itself as it should be everywhere under 
like circumstances. In my Message I will concede that these are things 
in themselves of no great mom.ent, but that it ill becomes the people's 
agents to recommend economy and republican simplicity without prac­
ticing it themselves, at least as far as they can. That the policy is adopted 
rather to prevent the growth of extravagance and luxury at the seat of 
government, for the time to come, than to correct existing evils, and that 
after all, nothing should be considered as unworthy of notice, which re­
lieves the people fron1 taxation in any degree. Such conduct and such 
a message, would in my opinion give you a popularity at once, that no 
Senate can undermine, and that any President might be proud to pos­
sess. I have much more to say but that I may not entirely defeat my 
object by overtaxing your patience with my first letter I reserve it for 
another . . . . 3 
A. B. LoNGSTREET 
P.S. Please let it not be known that you have received a letter from me, 
for though you know nothing and care nothing who I am, or what I write; 
it is a matter of consequence to me not to be known as yr correspondent. 4 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover reads "Some 
good suggestions ."  
1 .  A friend of John C.  Calhoun and George McDuffie, Longstreet fervently ad­
vocated nullification during the 1830's  and published the Augusta State Right's 
Sentinel, 1834---36. In 1838 he became a Methodist minister and presided over 
Emory College, 1839-48, in Oxford, Ga. ; he later served as president of the Uni­
versity of Mississippi and the University of South Carolina. He wrote the popu­
lar Georgia Scenes and also penned a series of short works on slavery, the Know 
Nothing party, and various political subjects. 
2. Longstreet's reference probably is to the founding of the Second Bank of 
the United States in 1816. 
3. On November 28, 1844, Longstreet wrote Polk a second lengthy letter of 
advice. 
4. Longstreet wrote his postscript in the left-hand margin of the third page 
of his letter. 
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FROM JOHN M. McCALLA 1 
Dear Sir. Lexington Novr. 22 1844 
Mter presenting my sincere congratulations on your success in the 
late canvass, permit me to inform you of various hints and threats which 
we have heard here. I know that similar ones were made in 1828 when 
General Jackson was elected, and that no overt attempt was made on his 
person until his arrival in Washington. 2 But circumstances are some­
what different now from what they were at that time. I need not suggest 
them to you, as you will percieve them at once. 
Two gentlemen arrived here last night, one of whom came from Mem­
phis and the other from Mississippi. I came in the car with them from 
Frankfort, and heard their statements. They are democrats and were 
at first of opinion that the language used was not sufficient to create 
alarm but hearing other declarations on the steamboats, and at taverns, 
made by whigs and addressed to small circles with apparent earnestness 
and sincerity, they told me their apprehensions, and I at once said that 
I would write to you on the subject. 
There may be no imminent danger. But if there is any danger, it would 
be well to be on your guard. I would not expose myself near a window, 
particularly after night, and in general would observe a caution in that 
particular, which although it may be a little irksome at first, will at last 
become a habit, and not troublesome. 
AB many of your friends too should be near you as convenient. 
Excuse my suggestions, if they shall be deemed unnecessary; although 
I confess that my own mind has become infected to some extent by the 
fears which others around me exibit. 
The whigs here are savage, and exibit great agony on their defeat. 
Their confidence of success, from Mr. Clay down to his lowest subaltern, 
amounted to fanaticism, and they suffer in proportion at their disap­
pointment. 
I saw Judge Catron yesterday. He is well. 
JoHN M. McCALLA 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  McCalla served as U.S. marshal for Kentucky during the Jackson and Van 
Buren administrations; in 1844 he ran on the Democratic electoral ticket in Ken­
tucky; and in 1845 Polk appointed him second auditor of the U.S. Treasury. 
2. Several threats upon Andrew Jackson's life were made prior to his first in­
augural, but no overt attempts after his arrival in Washington have been iden­
tified. 
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FROM ROBERT MITCHELL 1 
Zanesville, Ohio. November 22, 1844 
After congratulating Polk on his victory, Mitchell attributes the loss of Ohio 
to the power of certain "influences" in the state and points in particular to "the 
Mammoth Stage Company" of Neil, Moore, and Company. 2 The company con­
trols almost every stage route in the state and places "agents who are efficient 
politicians" on every road. He claims that these agents threw the whole influ­
ence of the company behind the Whigs and made possible their victory in Ohio. 
Mitchell urges Polk to appoint a postmaster general who will hold a tight rein 
on the company. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Robert Mitchell, a physician, won election as a Democrat to one term in the 
U.S. House, 1833-35, but lost his bid for reelection; he returned to Zanesville and 
resumed the practice of medicine. 
2. In the 1840's the firm of Neil, Moore, and Company carried mail and ran 
stages over all of the main roads of Ohio; its stage lines also extended as far east 
as Buffalo and Erie and as far west as Indianapolis and ran north to Detroit. 
William Neil, the key figure in the firm, owned an inn near the statehouse in 
Columbus, Ohio, a popular lodging place for politicians and businessmen. His 
daughter Ann Neil was married to William Dennison, a leading Ohio Whig and 
later Republican. 
FROM HENDERSON K. YOAKUM 
Dear Sir, Murfreesboro' Tenn Nov 22. 1844 
So many have doubless written you letters of congratulation that you 
are tired of them. I did not intend to add another to the troublesome list 
of letters you have to read: but Col Benton's late St. Louis speech 1 has 
in it some allusions so extraordinary, and uncalled for, that I must call 
your attention at least to one part of it. It is in the semiweekly Globe of 7 
inst. 2 "Its very author would incur less odium by dropping the pretext, 
and avowing the motive, which induced them, at the price of foreign war 
and domestic disunion to bring the Texas question to a head on the 12th 
day of April 1844; and explode it upon the country precisely forty days 
before the Baltimore Convention! just time enough for candidates to be 
interrogated, and for the novices to amend their answers! "  
I have no doubt but Col Benton has injured us 100.000 votes, with 
no other object on earth that I can see, than to wound Mr Calhoun & 
promote himself If you have time to read that St Louis speech you will 
see that Mr B. is fully determined to effect a breach between the democ­
racy of the north and south. Another object of his speech seems to be 
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to misconstrue the Baltimore resolution on Texas question, 3 so as to 
avoid your letters on that subject. 4 The latter we mean to adhere to, 
and we mean that Messrs Foster & Jarnigan shall do the same, or fail 
before the ordeal of the next Legislature. 5 It is quite surprising after Mr 
Wright has substantially abandoned his objections to immediate annex­
ation, and Messrs Tappan and Allen have fallen in Ohio 6 that Mr Benton 
should still wage that eternal war between Texas & Mexico, which Gov 
Houston has thrown into such perfect ridicule. 
H. YoAKUM 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to a speech made by Thomas H. Benton in St. Louis on October 
19, 1844. 
2. Washington Globe. 
3. The Democratic platform of 1844 included the following resolution: "Re­
solved, That our title to the whole of the Territory of Oregon is clear and unques­
tionable; that no portion of the same ought to be ceded to England or any other 
power, and that the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannexation of Texas at the 
earliest practicable period are great American measures, which this convention 
recommends to the cordial support of the Democracy of the Union."  
4. See Polk to Salmon P. Chase et al . ,  April 23, 1844. 
5. Yoakum's reference is to possible instntctions from the Tennessee General 
Assembly to its two U.S. senators, Ephraim H. Foster and Spencer Jarnigan, 
regarding their votes on the admission of Texas to the Union. 
6. Yoakum's reference is to the possible loss of two Democratic seats in the 
U.S. Senate; Ohio Whigs had won control of the legislature in 1844. 
FROM JOHN CATRON 
Dr Sir. Frankfort Ky. Nov. 23d 1844 
On my way here I heard the result of the Presdl. Election & have 
heard in the last ten days, much speculation, from both sides in regard 
to your position, and probable course, in organizing the new Adminis­
tration. The Whigs here believe confidently, you are under pledges to 
Mr. Calhoun. Gov. Letcher 1 is my authority: of course, this is confi­
dential amongst ourselves. They think the consequence will be a split 
in the outset, between the friends of Col. Benton, Mr. Van Buren, &c, 
and those of Mr. Calhoun. I took pains to assure Gov. L. that the re­
port had not the Slightest foundation; that no man ever went into the 
Presidency less pledged to any wing of party friends. Col. Benton has 
been in this neighbourhood for some days, and passed down yesterday 
on his way to Washington & left his respects for me; I did not see him, 
being at the Court room. His feelings are not abated, I should think, to-
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wards Mr Tyler, and Mr. Calhoun, from what he is reported to have said 
here. The conclusion also is that the northern and southern Democracy, 
cannot be satisfied in the formation of a Cabinet; and that discord will 
prevail in the outset, and disaster follow. The Smoke of the Contest has 
pretty well passed off here & these are sensible ideas resting on facts, 
of which such conclusions may well be predicated. That they present 
the difficulties attributed to them by your opponents, is true to a great 
extent. I have thought much and anxiously of the matter; and come to 
this conclusion: That you ought to go to Washington entirely unpledged, 
down to a post office; that you should view all solicitations, in advance, 
as out of place and too early for conclusion or action on them, if words 
could be so deemed. The solicitous; and especially those extremely so, 
are usually, almost uniformly, from persons the least meritorious, of ap­
plicants. From the approaches to me already made, I see you are to be 
cruelly harrassed; and that firm resistance to all pledges will be inde­
spensible on your part: If the cold shoulder gives offence for the time, 
be it so; it will soon wear off, and if it does not, in my judgment no man 
ever elected Presdt. was in a position better to bear it. You was made the 
candidate because of your strength in the west, and south: Because your 
character as a man of talent, industry, and gentlemanship, squared itself 
to the ideas of worth that forms the Standard of men of simalar charac­
ters. All this the Democrats admit, and the Whigs admit , now, openly 
and broadly. I mean the leaders of course. After the vote on the Texas 
treaty, you was the only man that could have beaten 1\i[r. Clay: Such is 
the opinion expressed by both sides. I think Wright might have done 
so-no matter-you are under no pressure of obligation to your party, 
other than to ad1ninister the Government through the agency of men 
of undoubted strength and worth of Character, from hea.d to The 
Whigs calculate largely on the chance , that in the ardour of friendship, 
and burst of gratitude, consequent on what they suppose unlooked2 suc­
cess by you;  and because of the warmth of your friendships and temper­
ament, discrimination will be made bounded on decided qualifications 
and merit; but that every grade will be let in, as reward for party ser­
vice, and that the administration can be rapped on this ground. It is as 
I think) their 2d . hope---the Jars of the Cabinet, the first : and that by 
the one or other cause, your small majorities in various states may be 
over-come. The ideas may be of use, & I give them, for what they are 
worth-·-·-as I do the balance of this hasty sketch, of pretty well matured 
thoughts. I leave tomorro w  for '\Vashington. 
J. CATRON 
ALS. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  A lawyer, Robert P. Letcher served several terms in the Kentucky legisla-
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ture before winning election as a Clay Democrat and later as a Whig to the U.S. 
House, 1823-33 and 1834-35. He was a presidential elector on the Whig ticket of 
William H. Harrison and Francis Granger in 1836 and was governor of Kentucky 
from 1840 until 1844. 
2.  Catron probably intended to write "unlooked for. " 
FROM LEVIN H. COE 
Dear Sir Somerville Nov. 23 1844 
The designing part of the Whig party here are setting their pegs for a 
new game & I fear the same movement is on foot in every county in the 
state, perhaps in all the United States. Native Americanism becomes 
American Republicanism. The name of Whig merges into it. Thru this 
region they are now secretly circulating subscriptions, taking indentures 
& when they have got the peoples bond then their papers will unmuzzle 
and the organizations be made public. "You've beat us in the election but 
you cant take the Bible front us" is in the mouth of every little scamp of 
a whipper in among them. 
Is not delay dangerous? Our people the Democrats must be warned. 
The leaders in this movement unmasked & scored. At the same time I 
am satisfied there are many of the rank & file of the Whigs who voted 
against us at the late election but now intend to support us next summer. 
Their feelings must not be touched. Whilst we meet & by a firm bearing 
nip this new movement in the bud, we may do so in a way not to rasp the 
feelings of such as lately against us are now inclined to go with us. At 
least it seems such a thing 1night be done, but my genius runs more in 
the crab-apple than the sugar vein and I have deemed it more prudent 
to draw your attention to the matter. We look with anxiety to see the 
tone of our Columbia & Nashville papers on this question. 
Since we are safe without their help the Democrats of this region seem 
to be pretty well satisfied that old Rip & her slut of a daughter 1 have the 
shame of standing alone in the south. 
Our Methodist conference is in session here. No opposition. All zeal­
ously support Bishop Andrew & vote to separate from the North. 2 
L. H. CoE 
P.S. You sir, will pardon an humble individual, who is both personally 
& politically your friend, while I inform you that yourself and the illus­
trious Heroe of New Orleans, were this Evening Constituted life Mem­
bers of Our Missionary Society. This was provoked by the Disappointed 
friends of Harry the fallen who first constituted him a life member. To 
you Sir, that the pride of political parties has at least in this instance 
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been turned to good account. Accept assurances of my Sincere regard. 
G. W D. Harris 3 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Coe's points of reference are North Carolina, the "Rip Van Winkle" state, 
and Tennessee. 
2. The son of the first native Georgian to enter the itinerant ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, James 0. Andrew served in Georgia and North 
Carolina during the first twenty years of his ministry; at the 1832 General Con­
ference of the church he won election to the Methodist episcopacy. Through 
marriage Andrew became a major slaveholder in 1844; and in May of that year 
at the church's General Conference in New York City his status as a slaveholder 
touched off a debate on the issue of slavery that ultimately led to a North-South 
division of the denomination. See John P. Gordon to Polk, September 4, 1844. 
3.  A Methodist minister, George W D. Harris was a leading figure in the Mem­
phis Annual Conference from its creation in 1840 until his death in 1872; he was 
the brother of Isham G. Harris and William R. Harris. 
FROM GEORGE R. RIDDLE ET AL. 1 
Sir Pittsburgh, Nov. 24, 1844 
The undersigned, who are among your most ardent supporters in 
this county, and have always been active and somewhat prominent in 
the Democratic ranks, beg leave, most respectfully, to address you a 
few words upon the state of the Democratic party, its wishes and its 
prospects, in the State of Pennsylvania. Let us premise, sir, that we 
are no factionists-nor are we applicants to you for any office. 
Great pains have, and will no doubt, be taken to impress you with 
the idea that Geo. M. Dallas and William Wilkins 2 have great influence, 
and are much beloved by the Democracy of Penns. Permit us to inform 
you that their fame is out of the State, and that they do not enjoy the 
confidence of the party at home. But you will ask, how have they ob­
tained prominence and place? We will answer. They are both gentlemen 
of affable manners and are brothers-in-laws, and being the centre of a 
large family connection with branches over the State and Union (Hon. 
R. J. Walker forms a part of it) they have, by laboring for each other, 
without reference, as we believe, to the good of the party, been able to 
keep before the people. But so notorious has their conduct been in ad­
vancing each other, that it is a saying in Pennsylvania that no man can 
hope for preferment unless he belongs to "the family." It would aston­
ish you to learn the number of this large "family" who may be found 
in the service of every Department of the Government. Messrs. D. & 
W were both Senators from Pa. at one time, and both, as you may re-
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member, supported the old Bank against the veto. They were, by turns, 
Ministers to Russia, and they were rival candidates for the nomination 
of Penna for Vice President, when, by their own efforts, the party in this 
State refused to sustain Mr. Van Buren, the regular nominee for that 
office. This inveterate greed of office, which hesitates not to violate the 
integrity of the party, has rendered thmn unpopular here. Mr. Dallas's 
nomination for V.P. was received with wide-spread and profound mortifi­
cation in Penna: for proof of his want of influence, look at the disasters 
of the Democracy in Philadelphia City and county. Mr. Wilkins was a 
candidate for the Governor's nomination last March. Not one, of the 64 
delegates who composed the Convention in this county were instructed 
for him, in this county where he has lived all his life. Mr. Shunk, a com­
parative stranger here, (having been but 2 years in the county) got every 
vote. Mr. W. declined just before the vote was taken, his friends seeing 
how it would result. As a candidate for Speaker, he got but 10 votes in 
Caucus. Yet, low as he and Mr. Dallas stand in the estimation of the 
Democracy of the State, the few who are attached to them, are already 
boasting of the influence they will have with President Polk, and offering 
to bet that certain applicants for the offiees in this city (who are the rel­
atives of Mesr. D & W) will succeed through their influence. When Mr. 
W. took office under Mr. Tyler, his intimate friends here declared for Mr. 
T. for the Presidency. D. Lynch late postn1aster, 3 and a defaulter, who 
now has, through Mr. W. a share in the great Choctaw contract, was a 
Vice President of the Tyler convention. These facts, and the others we 
have Inentioned, have cast much distrust on Mr. Wilkins's democracy, 
and the suggestion that he would be kept in the Cabinet has given much 
dissatisfaction here. 
We have n1entioned the name of Mr. ·walker. We do not wish to im­
pugn that gentlemen's democracy, nor take one jot from the fame he has 
obtained by his devotion to the cause. All we wish to say is that he is a 
member of that great "family" whose overshadowing influence Pennsyl­
vania Democrats dread so much. 
Far be it from us to say that any man should be proscribed merely 
because he belongs to "the family. " All we desire is that you may know 
that Messrs. W. & D. have not the confidence of our Democracy, and that 
you will not place too much confidence in their suggestions. We are sure 
that you find abundant corroborative evidence of what we have written; 
and in the confidence that this evidence will at once be an apology for 
intruding this letter upon you, and prevent Messrs. D & W. from having 
more influence than they should have, We remain . . . .  
GEO. R. RIDDLE 
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[Addendum] 
(Note by S. Snowden) 4 Col Trovillo 5 is now the Sheriff of Allegheny 
County. Geo. R. Riddle is now the Prothonotary of Alleghy C. and Thos. 
Farley is Clerk of the Court of Q. Sess. Messrs Trovillo & Riddle were 
elected last year. Mr. R. was elected by a majority of 1200 votes over the 
united vote of two Whig competitors. Mr. Farley was elected in 1842 by 
about 600 thus showing that they are men who have the confidence of 
the people & the party in our County. 
LS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A Pittsburgh conveyancer and later a la"hyer, Riddle served as the clerk 
of council for the borough of Allegheny, 1834-38, and as prothonotary of the 
district court of Allegheny County in 1844. Besides Riddle, six others signed 
this letter, including Samuel Snowden and those identified in the addendum to 
Riddle's letter. 
2. Originally from Carlisle, Penn.,  Wilkins served in the Pennsylvania House 
in 1820 and in the Pennsylvania Senate, 1855-57. He was presiding judge of 
the Fifth Judicial District of Pennsylvania, 1821-24, and judge of the U.S. Dis­
trict Court for Western Pennsylvania, 1824-31 .  Elected as a Democrat and Anti­
Mason to the U.S.  Senate in 1830, he resigned on June 30, 1834, to assume his 
duties as minister to Russia. He won election to the U.S. House as a Democrat 
and served from March 4, 1843, until February 14, 1844, when he resigned to 
become John Tyler's secretary of war. He served in that post until March 6, 
1845. 
3. David Lynch served as postmaster at Pittsburgh from 1833 until 1840 and 
as a delegate to the Pennsylvania State Democratic Convention of 1843 . 
4. Samuel Snowden, secretary of the Pittsburgh Fire Association in 1839, 
wrote his note on the verso of Riddle's second sheet. 
5. Reference is to Elijah Trovillo. 
FROM ARCHIBALD YELL 
Dear Polk Little Rock 24th Nov 1844 
The great battle has been fought and we of Arkansas are now in the 
midst of our rejoicing & reveling. Such a display of fire works and Glo­
rification has not been witnessed in brave Ark. and we are the more 
gratified from the fact that we are the Banner State; and will give you 
a majority of from 4 to 5000. You can not concieve the exticacys of your 
old friends in Ark such as old Jin1y McKisick Whinry Macline Armstrong 
(Bill) Harris, Sivier Judge Oldham Genl Saml. Mitchell E. Rector 1 and 
a thousand others. Many of your old friends are anxious to have Genl. 
Maclin appointed Messenger that he may be at Washington and attend 
to the interest of our friends. Our new Senator Col Ashly, 2 got in by 
accident, having no prominent man to run against him at this time. He 
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will go for Democracy so long as it serves him & his particular friends. 
This hint is enough for you to keep an eye out & scan his movements. 
There are many changes desired, demanded by our party in this state. 
I hope Sevier & myself & I believe we will agree who should be promoted. 
Ashly I fear will have his own pecular views & friends. His term expires 
in two years & he may desire to be reelected, which may cause him to 
differ with Sivier & myself. Upon his success with you in a great degree 
depends the prospect of his reelection. He has pledged himself to my 
friends not to run two years hince but I know the man, & believe it will 
depend upon his chances of success. All this is for your own eye. 
I could have beaten him now but I could not consistently and pru­
dently resign my present station without again endangering our cause, 
and besides I was content to remain in the Ho of Reps where I can be of 
more service to you than in the Senate. 
I need not say to you that I have the success of your Admtn much 
at heart. I have also, great solicitude that Arkansas shall be kept "right 
side up" and no disunion and decensions ereated among friends at home. 
At the same time you may well emagine the pleasure it would afford 
me to see such men as McKisick Maclin Whinry & Rector provided for. 
In due time I will fully apprise you of the manner which I hope all can be 
served. I will write more fully by Maclin. If Sevier & myself can agree 
about the different office & men, I shall not go to Washington. If not, 
then I must in Justice to my friends have their claims fairly & fully laid 
before you and I will meet you the 4th March at Washington. 
I have no Idea who will form your Cabinet but I am sure of one fact. 
They will be able and patriotic and such men as will rally around you in 
the presovation of ourt republican Institutions. I hope Mr Calhoun will 
be ritained as Prime Minister until the Annexation of Texas is effected. 
In your Judgement & prudence I have full and abiding confidence. I have 
twelve months rest & in that time I can in some degree prepare myself 
for the support of your leading measures if you will but inform me & 
perhaps I ask too much. If so let it pass. 
I wrote you a few lines soon after the Octr elections. 3 I presume you 
have had not leasure to reply. Should you find a leasure moment, a letter 
will find me a Fayetteville Ark where I shall spend the winter; many of 
my firends here are anxious that [ I ]  visit Washington next spring but it 
will be an expensive trip for no purpose and I am now pressed to pay up 
my "election Bills. "  
I desire you to  present me kindly to  Madam Polk & say I am still a 
Young Widdower and that I hold her still to her promise. Her opportuni­
ties are now better than they were 6 months ago. I feel myself advanced 
in the same ratio. What has become of her Giles Wid dow? Is she still in 
November 25 1844 363 
market-but enough upon the subject of Widdows! 
I hope I do not ask too much when I say I shall be pleased to have a 
line from you when ever your time will permit. 
I have sent you the Ark Banner4 which will give you all our local news. 
A. YELL 
ALS. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia, marked "Private, "  and franked by 
''A. H. Sevier. " 
1. James McKisick, Abraham Whinnery, Sackfield Maclin, William Arm­
strong, Arnold S. Harris, Ambrose H. Sevier, Williamson S. Oldham, Samuel 
Mitchell, and Elias Rector. Armstrong, a brother of Robert Armstrong of Nash­
ville, served as Indian agent for the southern agency of the Western Territory, 
1836-39, and subsequently as agent for the Choctaws west of the Mississippi 
River. Sevier represented Arkansas Territory from 1828 to 1836 in the U.S. 
House and won election as a Democrat to two terms in the U.S. Senate, 1836-
48. Oldham served in the Arkansas legislature in 1838 and again in 1842; sat 
on the Arkansas Supreme Court for three years, 1845-48; resigned to run for 
Congress; and moved to Texas after losing his congressional race. Rector served 
as U.S. marshal for Arkansas from 1831 until 1841 and again from 1846 until 
1849. 
2. Chester Ashley. 
3. See Yell to Polk, October 20, 1844. 
4. Little Rock Arkansas Democratic Banner. 
TO BENJAMIN F. BUTLER 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. Nov. 25th 1844 
I have received your very acceptable and friendly letter of the 12th 
Instant. I thank you for your congratulations upon the result of the 
late political contest. The vote of New York was indispensible to our 
success. With her vote we could have lost several of the smaller States 
and still have carried the election, but without her vote, we must have 
been defeated. 
I was fully advised of the true causes, which, produced the difference 
between the vote given to Mr Wright, and that given to the electoral 
ticket, before I received your letter, and I asure you I had given not the 
slightest attention, to what I saw in some of the newspapers, attributing 
it to other causes. Both Mr Van Buren and his friends, I am fully satis­
fied have acted a magnanimous and noble part. I fully concur with you 
in opinion that if they had withheld their zealous and cordial support, 
the Democratic party in New York must have been defeated by a large 
majority. 
When you shall next see Mr Van Buren make my respectfully regards 
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to him, and be assured that I remain . . . .  
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS, draft. Polk Memorial Association. Addressed to New York City and 
marked "Private" and "Copy."  
FROM HENRY HUBBARD 1 
My Dear Sir Charlestown Nov 25th 1844 
I mailed you a short communication a few days since, 2 in which I took 
occasion to congratulate you on the result of the late election and I want 
again express to you the same gladness of heart. Our true democracy 
have achieved a great and glorious victory over the enemies of their prin­
ciples and over the enemies of our free government. In a letter to me, 3 
you were pleased to make known your grateful feelings for the part I 
acted in the Baltimore Convention, in bringing you before the Ameri­
can people as our candidate for the Presidency. I claim no merit for that 
effort. I acted under the responsibilities then resting upon me, and in 
obedience to my sense of public duty. And the result of the late contest 
has shown most conclusively that the people were ready to approve and 
confirm the then suggestions of my best judgment. It is well known that 
I repaired to that convention with strong preferences for Mr Van Buren 
for the Presidency, and for yourself for the Vice Presidency. And it is 
equally well known that those preferences were in accordance with the 
views and feelings of a great Majority of the radical democracy of New 
Hampshire. But I soon perceived that it would be useless to press Mr. 
Van Buren, that he must be withdrawn. Strongly attached as I was per­
sonally and politically to him, and firmly convinced as I then was that 
the opposition to him was not only ungenerous but anti democratic, I 
could not persevere in my continued support of him to the death of our 
Party. I reluctantly yielded him from considerations of pure patriotism, 
from a deep conviction of public duty. At the close of the seventh bal­
loting I made up my mind that we ought no longer to give support to 
Mr. Van Buren, and I thought that like considerations would induce the 
friends of the other candidates to look beyond the list of competitors for 
this high office, and to unite with us in seleeting from among the people 
one (up to that time not mentioned) and to present him as the demo­
cratic candidate for the Presidency. But I deeply regretted to find how 
pertinacious and unyielding were most of those who had from the begin­
ning supported for their candidates men in opposition to Mr Van Buren. 
I said all I could say. I urged every consideration I could urge to induce 
the friends of the other candidates to cooperate with us in bringing be-
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fore the people a new man, one who would be worthy of the confidence, 
and justly meriting the support of the Democracy of our land, But to 
very little purpose. I said over and again to the friends of Genl. Cass 
that it would be entirely unavailing to present him in nomination. That 
he could not be elected. That I firmly believed defeat would be our fate 
if we should be compelled to fight under his banner. And in my opinion 
the continued and prolonged support ofMr Van Buren by his friends pro­
ceeded not so much from a conviction that he would ultimately obtain 
the nomination as to induce the friends of the other candidates to unite 
with them in yielding their respective candidates and to agree on a new 
man. 
The delegation from your own State, from Alabama, from Louisiana, 
on the eighth balloting withdrew their support from Genl. Cass and 
united with the New Hampshire delegation and with a portion of the 
Massachusetts delegation in the support of yourself. Had they not have 
so done, Cass might have been nominated and in that event we should 
in my judgement have been defeated. At the close of the eighth balloting 
I made a short speech stating the reasons which had induced the delega­
tion from New Hampshire to bring you forward and it seemed to produce 
a happy effect upon the temper and disposition of the convention. I ver­
ily believe that we could not have made a different nomination with any 
fair prospect of success. I thought so at the time the nomination was 
made and the events which have taken place since have confirmed me 
in that belief. I have thus in a brief 1nanner stated the part our dele­
gation took in the convention. And with one heart & with one united 
will have we used our best exertions to carry into full effect our purpose. 
All is well and most sincerely do we rejoice at a result so glorious to the 
Republic and so honourable to yourself. I desire, as one of your old and 
true friends at this time to make a few additional remarks. In all New 
England, particularly in New Hampshire previous to the Baltimore Con­
vention, there was an open and active opposition to Mr Van Buren. In my 
own state, that party had for its leaders, men who had been for the last 
three years the most untiring opponents of radical Democracy. Hills New 
Hampshire Patriot and the New Hampshire Gazette4 were among the 
papers which sustained their views. I presume you are not ignorant of 
these facts. During my Administration of the Government of this State 
and during the administration thus far of our present excellent Chief 
Magistrate, 5 those papers, (once well known for their democratic charac­
ter) , were found united with the Whig press in making all the opposition 
in their power and even after the return of the New Hampshire Delega­
tion from the Baltimore Convention these very papers openly and point­
edly condemned us for not supporting Lewis Cass for the Presidency. 
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These very papers have not hesitated after all to sustain your nomina­
tion. Many have joined our party, who were our most virulent opponents 
before and after your nomination, and until they discovered that the tide 
of popular opinion was setting so strong in your favour that it could not 
be resisted. I feel called upon, from the friendly relations which have 
subsisted between us, from the great respect I entertain personally and 
politically for yourself, to mention these things because I know them to 
be true, and because I know further that these very men before the close 
of the campaign were your most clamorous advocates, and because they 
will be among the very first to seek favours at your hands. Those who 
were the active friends of Cass in my own State were the avowed ene­
mies of Mr Van Buren and of yourself. I do not design to be officious or 
intrusive but presuming that you would. wish to know your substantial 
friends who are invariably the true friends of our democracy, I have ven­
tured to write thus much, and I will add, that if your shall at any time 
desire information about men in this or in the neighboring states I shall 
communicate the same unerring truth and with the strictest honor. You 
can at all times rely with entire confidence on Messrs Burke, Reding & 
Norris, three of our Delegation in Congress for advice. 6 Permit me to 
add that no course could be more unpopular as far as my native state 
in concerned in these matters, than to reward politicians with favours 
who have been openly arrayed against us for the last three years notwith­
standing these very men have been found among your active supporters. 
Many of these men who are ready 
"To crook the pliant hinges of the knee 
That thrift might follow fawning" 7 
have been read [out] of our Party and publicly denounced as unworthy 
the confidence of our democracy. We have men as fine as steel. We have 
some as brittle as glass, in their principles. I will not hesitate, if desired, 
to mark the true man and expose the hypocrite. Excuse, My dear sir, 
this long letter. Mrs. Hubbard is near and asks me to say to whom I am 
writing such an unconscionable discourse, and when I named you she 
wished me to request you to present her love to Mrs Polk and be pleased 
to add my kind remembrances for her. 8 
HENRY HUBBARD 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. A New Hampshire lawyer, Hubbard was elected several times to the state 
legislature and sat both in the U.S. House 1829-35, and in the U.S. Senate 1835-
41. He served as governor of New Hampshire, 1841-43 and as U.S. subtreasurer 
at Boston, 184&--49. 
2.  Letter not found. 
3. Letter not found. 
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4. Concord Hill 's New Hampshire Patriot and Portsmouth New Hampshire 
Gazette. An ardent Democrat and newspaper editor, Isaac Hill served as a mem­
ber in both houses of the New Hampshire legislature; as second comptroller of 
the U.S. Treasury and member of Jackson's "Kitchen Cabinet," 1829-30; as U.S. 
senator, 1831-36; as governor of New Hampshire, 1836-39; and as U.S. subtrea­
surer at Boston, 1840-41 .  In 1842 the New Hampshire Democratic party divided 
over state economic policies, and radical Democratic newspapers accused Hill of 
uniting with the Whigs in representing their banking and manufacturing inter­
ests. Hill 's New Hampshire Patriot was published in Concord from 1840 until 
1847. 
5.  John H. Steele, a mill owner, served as the Democratic governor of New 
Hampshire from 1844 until 1846. 
6. Edmund Burke, John R. Reding, and Moses Norris, Jr. Burke practiced 
law until 1833, when he became editor of the New Hampshire Argus . When the 
Argus united with the Newport Spectator in 1834, Burke continued as editor. He 
was elected as a Democrat to three terms in the U.S. House, 1839-44, and was 
appointed commissioner of patents by Polk, 1846-50. A Democrat, Reding sat for 
two terms in the U.S. House, 1841-45, and later served as mayor of Portsmouth, 
N.H. Norris represented New Hampshire in the U.S. House as a Democrat from 
1843 until 184 7 and in the U.S. Senate from 1849 until 1855. 
7. Corruption of William Shakespeare's phrase, "And crook the pregnant 
hinges of the knee/ where thrift may follow fawning." Hamlet, Act 3, scene 2, 
lines 66-67.  
8. Sally Walker Hubbard. 
FROM NATHAN CLIFFORD 1 
[Dear Sir] Newfield Nov 26 1844 
It is not too late I hope to congratulate you upon your triumphant elec­
tion to the chief magistracy of the United States. For once at least the 
democracy have triumphed upon the field of principle & have shown to 
the world that the yeoman of America are not only capable of self govern­
ment but that they are able to assert and maintain their right to equal 
laws against the combined influences of the aristocracy and the corpo­
rate & associated wealth of the country. The struggle has been a fearful 
one & on the part of the aristocracy desperate & unprincipled without a 
parallel. The triumph is great & glorious as it will be valuable & endur­
ing if our party are firm & united. Your thoughts are doubtless employed 
as to the selections to be made for your cabinet advisers. I am aware that 
this matter peculiarly belongs to yourself & it is not my wish or intention 
to do more than make such suggestions as I think may be servicaable to 
you in forming your own conclusions. There is a strong feeling in this 
state that our democracy have been neglected by the Federal govern­
ment. That Maine has never had either her just share of influence or a 
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suitable portion of the offices at Washington. That she has too long been 
placed in the rear by her sister state N.H. That she has uniformly been 
put off with a meager share of clerkships. The past has furnished some 
ground for these complaints & yet you will do us the justice to say that 
we fought a gallant battle in Sept 2 which to say the least had its share of 
influence in bringing about the glorious result. Gov. Fairfield & myself 
traversed most of the state making speeches at every point. For myself 
I ask nothing & shall not during your administration & yet it would af­
ford me the same pleasure to render every aid in my power (if any there 
be) to sustain & render prosperous your administration. My friend Gov 
Fairfield is much talked of in this state as a suitable person for Secre­
tary of the Navy & his pretentious I think he will be generally urged 
upon your notice by our democracy. He is capable & honest as free from 
guile as any man in New England. I most sincerely hope it may be con­
sistent with your views to give the place to him & in expressing this wish 
I know I speak the general wish of the democracy of the state. Maine has 
never had a cabinet officer & her democracy will feel highly honored in 
any favor which you may see fit to confer on Mr Fairfield. 
Allow me to suggest even at the hazard of being regarded as selfish 
that should Mr Fairfield be selected it is quite desirable that he should be 
early notified of your intentions, as it may have some influence upon his 
deliberations whether he will be a candidate for reelection. 3 It is quite 
important to us that our senator questions should be finally settled for 
six years by the present Legislature which is already elected & made up 
of the right material. The contingencies of another election immediately 
following a Presidential contest when party discipline is usually lax & 
where some must necessarily be disappointed in their anticipations of 
place ought not to fall upon a place so irnportant as that of U S Senator 
& it will be particularly dangerous in Maine the succeeding year judging 
from present appearances. I know that I am addressing a frank man & 
it is my purpose to speak in the language of frankness & therefore say 
while it is not my wish to press the matter beyond the proprieties of the 
occasion still it would be peculiarly gratifying to me as an individual to 
have the place confered upon Mr. Fairfield, provided the solution would 
meet the public expectation & in my judgement no better can be made 
in New England. 
NATHAN CLIFFORD 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  A lawyer and two-term member of  the Maine House, 1830-34, Nathan Clif­
ford won election as a Democrat to the U.S. House in 1839 and 184 1 ;  he served 
as U.S. attorney general under Polk, 1846--48, and sat as associate justice on the 
bench of the Supreme Court from 1858 until 1881 .  
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2. Clifford's reference is to state elections held in Maine in September 1844. 
3. In 1843 John Fairfield resigned as governor of Maine and entered the U.S. 
Senate to fill the unexpired term of Reuel Williams. 
FROM WILLIAM WALLACE 1 
Maryville, Tenn. November 26, 1844 
Wallace regrets that he was unable to be more active during the presidential 
campaign and tells Polk that after a lengthy confinement his wife died a few 
days after the election. 2 Concerned with consolidating election gains made in 
Tennessee, Wallace favors running Aaron V. Brown for governor in the August 
election and A. 0. P. Nicholson for the U.S. Senate. He further informs Polk that 
he is fearful of losing the Democratic newspaper at Knoxville 3 which would be 
particularly misfortunate at this crucial time before the August elections. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. An active railroad promoter, Wallace served as sheriff of Blount County, 
1820-42, and sat one term in the Tennessee House, 1853-55. Nominated as 
Democratic elector for the Second Congressional District of Tennessee in 1844, 
he declined for reasons of health. 
2. Margaret Chamberlain Wallace died on November 8, 1844. 
3. Reference is to the Knoxville Argus.  
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Sir. Nashville Nov. 28. 1844 
The line of reception 1 will be formed on the Common opposite Fair­
field 2 this day at half past eleven o'clock. 
Will you be kind enough to come on in your own carriage as far as 
the turnpike gate in that vicinity where I will, about 12 o'clock, have all 
things in readiness for your reception in the State Carriage which our 
fellow citizens have prepared for the occasion. 
The weather is fine; and every thing favors the prospect of a great and 
glorious day. 
With sentiments of the highest consideration. 
R. ARMSTRONG 
LS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to the Hermitage. 
1. The Nashville Union of November 28, 1844, detailed arrangements for the 
reception of the president elect at Nashville. Robert Armstrong served as chief 
marshal of the event and was assisted by J. George Harris, Joseph B. Southall, 
Cornelius Connor, George W Campbell, Lewis Craig, and Granville P. Smith. 
-------- ---- - -- -- - - - - - - - - -
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2. Reference probably is to Fairfield Landing on the banks of the Cumberland 
River. 
FROM BLACKSMITH HARRY1 
My Dear Master Carrollton Miss 28th N ovr 1844 
Suffer your faithful survant Harry to say a fuw words to you by letter 
written by one of your best frinds in this Country to inform you that I 
am doing the best I can. I have been so over Joyed at the newse of your 
Elevation that I have hardly Known what I was and some of the whigs 
call me President to Plage me and to ridicule you but this I know that I 
have hardly Eate drank slep or worked any since I heared the Glorous 
newse. You may be assured my dear Master Jimmy that I have done 
all in my Power for you though an humble negro. I made some votes 
for I have ben betting and lousing on you for the last several years but 
I have made it all up now. I must tell you whate I have won on your 
Election & I have got near all in hand cash $25 and 1 1  Par Boots 40 
Gallons Whiskey 1 Barrel flower & Lotts of tobacco but you must not 
think that I will drink the whiskey my self. No sir for I have Treated 
it all out in Electionaring for you through my friends who stood by me 
in Electionaring troble. I tell you Master Jimmy that I made some big 
speaches for you and though an humble negro I made some votes for you. 
I am in hopes that you will come to this State befoure you go to the white 
house & let me see you once more before I die for I am in fear that I will 
never injoy that Pleasure. If you do come down to your Plantation & dont 
come to Carrollton Please write to me or to Mr Kimbrough 2 the man that 
has me hired and I will come up & see you. I am getting ould & my Eye 
sight getting so bad and I am so badly afflicted with the rheumattis Pain 
that I cant do as well as I would like to do and I do not Know whose 
hands I may fall into the next year as Mr Kimbrough sayes that he cant 
hire me any more if he has to give near the Price that he has had to give 
heretofore. I would like to live with him if the Price is so as to Jestify 
him in hiring me but let that be as it may my dear master I axspect to 
serve you faithfull as long as I live let my condition be what it may. I 
have nothing more but remain your faithfull & loving survant during 
life. Give my best love to my old mi[ ] . 3 When you write Please let me 
know how she is also Mr Walkers family. 4 I have 12 Children all living. 
Give my love to all the rest of my frinds & relations. 
BLACKSMITH HARRY 
L, written and signed in unknown hand. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  One of Polk's duties as executor of Samuel W Polk's estate was the over­
sight of the slave, Harry, who was hired out as a blacksmith in Carrollton, Mis-
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sissippi. Polk's youngest brother, Samuel W., died of tuberculosis on February 
24, 1839, at twenty-one years of age. 
2. Not identified further. 
3. Part of the word "mistress" has been obliterated by sealing wax oil; refer­
ence is to Polk's mother, Jane Knox Polk, who resided in Columbia. 
4. Reference is to James Walker, a prosperous Columbia businessman and 
husband of Polk's sister, Jane Maria. 
FROM MARY AND ROBERT ATHERTON 1 
Dear and honored sir Village Green Nov 29th 1844 
I now imbrace the present oportunity of informing you that I am un­
der the Impression from family register that you are A relation of mine. 
I would be highly gratified if you would let me know or give an account of 
your family. I never have had the pleasure of knowing any of my fathers 
relations. I can give you an account of my father. James Polk was born 
Feb. 27th 1757 in Pennsylvania London Derry township and At the age 
of nineteen went out with the first Mellissia that went out of pennsylva­
nia under Col Allen Cunningham. 2 How long he Served I know not but 
he was in the battle of brandywine And Germantown and Trenton and 
was at the takeing of the heissions At Shades fords. 3 My father settled in 
Maryland near Elkton Cecil County and Married At the age of forty and 
their resided untill 1831  always Teaching School and then my Mother 
died and then he removed to Pa Delaware County with me and lived 
with my Family untill 1838 and died Aged 82 years. My father never 
drew a pension untill one year and half before his Death he drew A state 
pension of forty dollars A year. I was Married in 1 827 and now we are 
in possession of five Children 2 daughters and 3 Sons. My husband has 
always been employed in the Cotton Manfactureing as A Maneger. He is 
A geting tired of it. His friends and your friends has been ad viseing him 
to apply to you for An Office and we hope that you will grant it. We live 5 
Mile from Marcus Hook. The people in the District thinks that Robert L 
Atherton My husband would be a suitable nmn for Custom house Oficer 
at that place. I forgot to tell you that my father Always voted the Demo­
crat ticket and my husband likewise. He has had A hard time contending 
for that ticket for all the Cotton Bosses are Strong Whig's that we ever 
knew. If he had not been A good hand At his buisness they would have 
taken his work from him on account of his politics many A time. If you 
want any better recommendation than I Can give you can have it with 
the Greatest of Pleasure. He is a Sober Industrous hard working Man 
Age'd forty years of age. We have had the pleasure of purchising your 
likeness and we have it framed and hung in our parlor. 
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Some account of 1ny Ancestors wrote in the year 1804: The farthest 
back I have any knowledge of is my great grandfather Robert Pollock a 
Native of Scotland who removed to the North of Ireland with his family 
shortly after the Wars of 1641.  Of his Children I have no account of 
any but J·ames Pogue who caried on the weaving of Diaper and other 
Draught work extensively in the North of Ireland and lastly at Lisnefiffy 
in the County of Down from which place he removed to South Carolina 
near Charleston in September 1738. :My father did not go with them 
but staid in Ireland teaching A Small School sometime untill September 
17 48 And then my father came to America in the Ship Happy Recovery 
and my Mother came Likewise and were Married in this Country. 
This is an account written by my father which I have Coppyed of and 
if you are A Relation of mine I intind on going to the Big white house to 
see you next Summer If I live. 
Please excuse me for takeing the liberty of writing to you. Please to 
Answer this letter soon. Direct for Village Green Post Office Deleware 
County Pennsylvania. 
ROBERT AND MARY ATHERTON 
ALS. DLG-JKP Addressed to Winchester, Tenn. Polk's AE on the cover 
reads, "History of the Polk family: she is no doubt a relation. "  
1 .  Not identified further. Compare the Polk family migration to America dis­
cussed in Nathaniel Ewing to Polk, September 3, 1844. 
2 . •  James Polk and Allen Cunningham have not been identified further. 
3. Atherton 's points of reference are the Battle of Brandywine (September 1 1 , 
1 777) ;  the Battle of Germantown (October 4, 1 777) ;  and the Battle of Trenton 
(December 26, 1 776) . The last reference probably is to the assault of the British 
and Hessian troops on th e American forces at Chad's Ford during the Battle of 
Brandywine. 
FROM eJA.l\1ES HAMILTON, JR. 
Tvly Dear Sir. Rice H ope Savannah River Nov 29th 1844 
I received in the midst of our Struggle in this part of Georgia, your 
kind favor which I should have answered before, but for my unceasing 
occupations, both agricultural & political. 1 
I now desi re to tender to you my sincere eongratulations for being 
made the victorious subject of one of most glorious triumphs which 
graces the History of our Country. G od grant that you may in1prove it 
in every pa:rticular calculated to promote your own repute & the welfare 
& renown of our Country. 
You are aware of the relations which I have borne to So. Carolina on 
that public Question, on which her people have been and now are to a cer-
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tain extent deeply agitated. Since the authentic declaration of the Bal­
timore Convention, combined with your nomination, I have employed 
every effort to soothe the irritation of the public feeling in So. Ca. on the 
ground, that we had much to hope from your election and were bound in 
good faith to the party with which we were acting (the Democracy of the 
North & West) to forbear from every expression of violence which might 
endanger your success. I am happy to know that my Counsels were not 
without their effect with my old Confederates in the Struggle of 1831 & 
32. I sent you a published letter to my forrner Constituents of Beaufort 
District entirely illustrative of my course on this subject. 2 I have to add 
that this course met with the concurrence of Mr. Calhoun, and indeed 
was the result of our joint consultations in July last, in Washington. I be­
lieve now with the exception of a few cases of ultra inflammation, which 
will exist in all parties, the great body of the old Nullifiers are quiet, un­
der a sincere disposition to support your Standard and an equally sincere 
confidence that you will do all in your power to procure such a modifica­
tion of the Tariff as ought to satisfy all reasonable Men. 3 
I now approach a subject of extreme delicacy. It is in relation to the In­
dividual who in your Cabinet shall represent the interests of the South. 
I believe taking into account the whole Democracy from the Potomac 
to Louisiana, they would in reference to Numbers as well as character 
and intelligence, prefer that Mr. Calhoun should occupy this position to 
any other individual. Whether he will consent to remain in his present 
post is a question I can not answer. But I should think in the midst of 
the Oregon & annexation Questions, as a matter of just & honourable 
ambition, he would desire to bring these most important affairs to a suc­
cessful issue. To say nothing of the possibility at an early period of your 
administration, of his being instrumental under your direction by the fit 
emp]oyment of a suitable plenipotentiary at the Court of St. James, of 
forming a reciprocity Treaty with England, on a new Comm.ercia] basis, 
which by procuring a modification of her Corn Laws in our favor, would 
in effect operate reciprocally, a reduction of the duties, to a strictly Rev­
enue Standard on our import of her Staple articles of manufacture, viz 
oflron Woolens & Cottons. The result of such a negtiation would be this. 
If the manufacturers in the Senate, or those representing their interest 
were sufficiently powerful in that body to defeat the Treaty, the Grain 
Growing States, New-York Ohio, Indiana, Illinois & Michigan, would 
cordially unite with the South in doing by Legislation what your admin­
istration could not do under the Treaty making power. And thus set 
this vexing Question entirely at rest by the adoption of a Tariff, equiv­
alent to the concessions under the Compromise Act, which in point of 
fact would give the Manufacturers a protection of 30 p cent, including 
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freight & insurance & other charges-as much as in reason they ought 
to ask. 
I was in Europe four years in the diplomatic Service of Texas. Two 
years as Minister plenipotentiary to G.B. My intercourse was most in­
timate & friendly with both Lord Melbourne's administration and sub­
sequently that of Sir Robert Peel. With Lord Palmerston, a free Trade 
Man, and really now the Leader of the opposition in the House of Com­
mons, and afterwards with Lord Aberdeen; I was as intimate, as a plain 
Republican could be with two of the first Peers of the Realm. The sub­
ject of a reciprocity Treaty with the United States, was often broached 
between us, and I think they entertained with much favor the proposi­
tion. 4 
Their only doubt seemed to be first the difficulty of getting a Treaty 
thro' our Senate, in which they seem to regard the power of the man­
ufacturing interests as altogether predominant, whilst on my part I in­
variably predicated the impossibility of getting the landed aristocracy of 
England to consent to any relaxation of the Corn Laws. To this their 
reply was, that the power of the Crown was absolute under the Treaty 
making power, not qualified as with us. And that it would at last resolve 
itself into a question whether England received an equivalent for the im­
mense boon of allowing the people of the U. States to feed a part of her 
overgrown population. The progress which the Anti-Corn League (with 
some of whose members I am now in correspondence) has made bears a 
just proportion to the progress of the principles of Free Trade in the U 
States as indicated by the large majority which has signalized your Elec­
tion. I believe the period most propitious for attempting such a Treaty, 
arranged and defined by your conjoint instructions, with those of Mr. 
Calhoun, given to a Minister at St. Jarnes on the part of this Country, 
who should be out & out a free Trade Man. 5 
My own experience at that Court has taught rne what perseverance 
thro' the almost insensible approaches of social intercourse may accom­
plish in bringing about the consummation of affairs of apparently great 
difficulty & complication. After two years siege of Lord Melbourne's 
administration I carried the recognition of the Independence of Texas 
against the whole power of the Abolitionists of Great Britain, perhaps 
the most potent confederation existing in that Kingdom, excepting the 
Repeal Associations in Ireland. I had moreover to encounter the active & 
hostile opposition of the Liberator himself. 6 I believe with Mr. Calhoun 
as Secretary of State in your hands, & both of you giving an impulse to 
the negotiations on the other side of the water, the most valuable & most 
momentous results might be accomplished. Besides from the Depart­
ment of State animating and invigorating your Minister at St. James, 
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must come the tone of both wisdom & moral courage to disabuse the 
public mind of Great Britain as well as that of its government, of their 
ignorance prejudice and fanaticism on the Slave Question. I fear with all 
his talent & moral worth Mr. Everett's language has not been higher in 
its tone than merely apolegetic on a subject which if to meet at all must 
be m.et with unaltering firmness. 7 I think it must be admitted that there 
is not in the U. States a Man better calculated to give direction to these 
great public Questions than Mr. Calhoun, and I thank God that the des­
tinies of the Country have fallen into your hands-hands that I believe 
are not afraid to meet them, whatever aspect they may bear. 
I desire My Dear Sir however that you should not misapprehend me. I 
do not ask you to appoint Mr Calhoun your Secy. of State because first, I 
know that he would repudiate my authority if he supposed I was engaged 
in such a mission. If the position which he occupies in one of the great 
Sections of the Union (the greatest in Moral power beyond all Question) 
if his stupendous Talent, great experience in public affairs, spotless pri­
vate character, & incorruptible integrity are not calculated to invite him 
into the public service, in any Station, worthy of his distinguished ability, 
I am quite sure nothing I can say will have this power. 
I write this letter without his knowledge privity or connivance what­
soever, simply for the purpose of informing you of what I know to be the 
feeling of the people of the South and because I like wise know that ev­
ery influence which deep cunning and sleepless malice can devise, will 
be ernployed to prejudice you against him and induce you to distrust his 
friends. 
As to South Carolina she stands forth the Banner State in this great 
Democratic Victory. You will receive her electoral vote next Monday by 
an entire unanimity in both branches of her Legislature. A vote which 
will reflect the suffrages of a majority of Fifty thousand freemen in your 
favor. Every member of her Delegation in both branches of Congress will 
be the warm supporters of your administration, with a confidence even 
in advance of its existence. Whilst at home we have not one Whig Member 
in either branch of our Legislature. What State in the whole Union can 
say as much? Yet every corrupt an envious villain will at first attempt 
to denounce and then to proscribe us. You see my Dear Sir altho' I have 
becmne a citizen of another State yet I can not refrain from feeling and 
speaking as a South Carolinian, a cherished illusion which I shall carry 
with me to my grav�ie where and how I may. 
To be frank with you I have given up all idea of seeing Mr. Calhoun 
President of the U. States. Like all strong currents he has too many 
eddies against him every to succeed. Without he could be nominated as 
you were by the unanimous vote of the Democratic Party, I should advise 
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him as one of his friends who always ventures to tell him the truth, to 
withdraw at an early period in the ensuing Canvass (a measure I fear 
which will be essential to the harmony of the Democratic Party) and 
rest content with the monument he has already built to his own fame. 
It rests on a solid foundation & will be sufficiently enduring. 
My Dear Sir this comes from a man who neither asks or expects any­
thin at your hands beyond the privilege, which he feels assured your 
ability & public virtue will accord to him-The gratification of support­
ing in his retirement, conscientiously and fearlessly your administration 
however limited may be the sphere of his influence. 
Indeed my Dear Sir what have you to do but to consult the best in­
terests of the country and your own renown? By a self-denying ordi­
nance highly to your honor you are no Candidate for a second Term (the 
pestilent Root of one half of the public evils of our Country) . By this 
determination you are placed in a situation which enables you divorce 
yourself from all cliques & factions either existing or to be formed, and 
to go for the glories of an administration around which you may call the 
highest genius & public virtue of the Land. To be at once tributary to 
its blessings & to the fan1e which you will establish and consolidate for 
yourself. 
After participating this night in the enthusiastic celebration in the 
City of Savannah, of that Victory which gives you the first Office in the 
civilized world, I shall return to my cotton fields in Alabama where I 
hope to find at present that happiness and ultimately that independence, 
which public Station can never give. 
I beg you to be assured my Dear Sir of the esteem with which I am . . . .  
J. HAMILTON 
P.S. Should you find either leisure or inelination to write me, be so kind 
as to direct to me at New Orleans to the care of Dick & Hill 8 as private 
business next week will take me to Texas, where with my friends (among 
the most respectable & influential People in that Country) I shall be 
quite happy to aid Major Donaldson 9 all in my power 
N.B. 1\Iy own scrawl is so wretchedly illegible that I have had to employ 
the pen of my wife whieh in no degree destroys the confidential character 
of this communication. 1 0  
LS.  DLC-JKP. Addressed to  Columbia and marked "Private."  A copy, written 
in an unidentified hand, is in ScCleU--JCC. 
1. See James K. Polk to James Hamilton, Jr. , October 3 1 ,  1844. 
2. See James Hamilton, Jr. , to Polk, September 8,  1844. 
3. Opposition to the Tariff Act of 1842 gained strength among South Carolini­
ans during the spring of 1844. In July at a public dinner in Bluffton, S.C., Robert 
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Barnwell Rhett called for a state convention to nullify the tariff or secede from 
the Union. John C. Calhoun, secretary of state, counseled patience and argued 
that the annexation of Texas was of more immediate importance and that South 
Carolinians should unite behind Polk's election campaign. Wishing to bolster 
his position, Calhoun dispatched Francis Pickens to Nashville to attend a mass 
rally of the Democratic party scheduled for August 15 and to extract a pledge 
from Polk regarding the tariff. 
4. William Lamb, Lord Melbourne; Sir Robert Peel; Henry John Temple, Lord 
Palmerston; and George Hamilton-Gordon, Earl of Aberdeen. Melbourne served 
four years as home secretary before forming his first right-wing Liberal party 
ministry, which governed only from July until November 1834; in 1835 he again 
rose to the position of prime minister and served four years; his third ministry 
lasted from 1839 until 184 1 .  Peel, the son of a self-made industrialist, began his 
service in Parliament in 1809 and became a leader of the House of Commons 
in 1828; he served as horne secretary and chancellor of the Exchecquer before 
becoming prime minister in 1841;  his ministry lasted five years. Having served 
both as foreign secretary and as home secretary, Palmerston attained the posi­
tion of prime minister in 1855; his first ministry lasted three years; and his sec­
ond extended from 1859 to 1865. Aberdeen, a native of Scotland, was raised to 
the peerage of the United Kingdom in 1814; he served as chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, twice as foreign secretary, and as secretary for war and colonies; 
after 1846 Aberdeen became the Peelite leader in the House of Lords and formed 
a coalition government of \Vhigs and Peelites that lasted from 1852 until 1855. 
5 .  The Anti-Corn Law League sought repeal of the Corn laws, which prohib­
ited the importation of cheap foreign grain. The League found its strongest base 
of support in the industrial middle class of Lancashire and Yorkshire, and its 
strongest opponents among Tory land owners. Peel's support for repeal frac­
tured the Conservative party. 
6. Daniel O'Connell was an Irish nationalist and member of the House of 
Commons. 
7. Edward Everett. In 1834, following a long abolition campaign led by 
William Wilberforce, the British government abolished slavery throughout the 
empire. Southern slaveholders found the action particularly disturbing and an­
ticipated an increase in abolitionist pressure in the United States. Everett, a 
Unitarian clergyman, served as an Independent in the U.S. House, 1825-35; 
won election as governor of Massachusetts in 1835 with the backing of Whigs 
and Anti-Masons; went to the Court of St. James in 1841 as U.S. minister and 
remained in that post until 1845; returned to the United States to serve as pres­
ident of Harvard College; served as secretary of state under Millard Fillmore, 
1852-53; won election to the U.S. Senate in 1853; and ran as the vice-presidential 
candidate with John Bell on the Constitutional-Union ticket in 1860. 
8.  Probably a reference to Dicks and Hill, a New Orleans cotton brokerage 
firm. 
9. Andrew J. Donelson. 
10. Elizabeth Heyward Hamilton. 
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FROM ETHER SHEPLEY 1 
Dear Sir Portland. Me. November. 29. 1844 
While a throng seeking for place and power are breaking in upon your 
time and exhausting your patience, one who does not wish to be num­
bered among them, desires to congratulate you and the country upon 
the result of the election. 
Withdrawn as I have been, since I had the pleasure of seeing you, from 
all active participation in political contests by a judicial office, I may not 
fully understand the present aspect of political affairs. Yet it has seemed 
to me to be possible, that such a position may enable me to look more 
calmly upon the surrounding scene than some of those, who have been 
active and agitated in the contest. The place of power will not be found 
for you more than for others to be the place of ease or comfort. And re­
cent events have taught us anew, that it may not be the place to acquire 
lasting reputation or honor. Having obtained the highest place ambition 
is satisfied. It remains only to prove, that you were worthy of it. The 
declaration, which I perceive with regret that you have made, that you 
should not be a candidate for reelection, leaves you nothing further to 
expect but a good name to be increased and perpetuated by good deeds 
performed for the benefit of the country. You will not be disturbed by a 
friendly allusion to some of the dangers, that may be expected to arise 
out of that declaration during your administration of the government. I 
believe it to be suited to produce a comparatively inefficient and unsuc­
cessful administration. It will be more difficult to secure an efficient and 
useful performance of duty by your assistants and subordinates. They 
will very soon be more anxiously proposing to obtain favor from the suc­
ceeding, than earnest to promote the efficiency and credit of the existing 
administration. If you should be surrounded by advisers, whose hearts 
and hopes are strongly fixed upon different persons as your successor, 
and who will therefore be jealous of each other's movements, counsels, 
and reputations, what can be expected but distracted counsels, weak­
ness, and loss of character? And as time should pass away, there would be 
an increasing indifference to the present and a more interested earnest­
ness for the future. Is there reason to believe, that such men could be 
heartily united in the exertion of all their powers to promote the useful­
ness, efficiency, and credit, of your administration? If not, how is this 
danger to be avoided? But two modes of avoiding it occur to me. 
One is by excluding from your cabinet every aspirant for the succes­
sion; and all those, who are very decided and strong partisans for any 
particular person as your successor. I am aware, that this would de-
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prive you of the aid of some of the best powers of mind in the coun­
try. And there may be danger, that a cabinet so formed would have too 
little capacity and weight of character to bring to your administration 
the influence required to enable you to accomplish any great or desir­
able object. Is there not however reason to hope, that you could find 
men of sufficient mental power and weight of character to make your 
administration more powerful, useful, and creditable, than the separate 
interests and distracted counsels of men of higher powers possibly could 
do? And that you could find them without attachments so strong to any 
person as your successor that if distinctly informed before admitted to 
your counsels, that their whole hearts and heads must be exclusively de­
voted to exalt and maintain the character of your administration, they 
would not violate the pledge? Such a selection might relieve you from 
another danger, that of forming your cabinet in such a manner as to give 
a balance favorable to the succession of a particular person thereby pro­
ducing opposition and hostility from the friends of those less favored. 
If this course should be considered expedient, it would be necessary to 
take a firm and decided stand in the selection; and to be careful, that each 
member should be fully informed, that you are aware of the danger, and 
are determined to avoid the weakness and distraction of counsels, which 
would be introduced by a struggle for the succession among those, who 
are to assist you. And anyone, who should violate his pledge and use his 
influence to assist an expected successor instead of the President should 
be instantly displaced. 
The other mode of avoiding the danger is, I think, to be preferred, 
if your own mind has cmne to a settled conclusion as to the person who 
would be most useful to the country as your successor. The proposal then 
would be, to invite that person to accept a place in your cabinet, and that 
all the other members should be so selected as to act unitedly and cor­
dially with him. The effect would be to induce the expected successor 
to exert every possible power to acquire strength and character for your 
administration hoping to reap the fruits of well doing and well deserv­
ing. And the other members partaking of the sarne spirit there would 
be an united, energetic, and watchful, cabinet impelled by the strongest 
motives to make your administration worthy of the confidence and ap­
probation of the country. The danger attending such a selection would 
consist in the offence taken by other expectants and their friends. Such 
a cabinet would however be fully sensible of the expediency of avoiding 
all just cause of offence and of conciliating all the opposing elements. 
And if it should not succeed in accomplishing this, and should even fail 
to reap the expected fruits, it would not fail to be united and efficient 
for the purposes of your administration. I would not be understood to 
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propose in such case any agreement or arrangement with the man of 
your choice or with any member of your cabinet. That would be inad­
missible. It would bind you to him, and deprive you of that freedom of 
action, which you should preserve. Your purpose need not be disclosed. 
The whole object could be accomplished by obtaining the assistance of 
that man, and by consulting him in the selection of such other persons 
as might be relied on to act unitedly with him. 
I must trust to your kindness to pardon these suggestions. 
You will not be surprised at my alluding to another subject interest­
ing to me, and I hope also to you. You will desire and need rest from 
the anxieties of a ruler, the toils of office, and the entertainment of vi­
sisters. 2 The Lords day will afford you that rest. You can on that day 
exclude all visiters and persons on business, and spend the time in pub­
lic worship and in the enjoyment of domestic peace and con1fort with 
your Lady. Such a course will commend itself to all classes, and to per­
sons of all varieties of religous opinion. It can be adopted without giving 
offence; and a very great majority of the people of the country will feel 
its appropriateness and commend you f:or it. You will be enabled by it to 
recruit your exhausted strength and spirits for the trials of the coming 
week. And while you are thus setting a good example and promoting 
the public morals, you will increase your personal cmnforts and secure 
to yourself an opportunity to look forward to and be prepared for, that 
account, which rulers and people must alike render to the final Judge. 
That your administration may prove to be a blessing to the country, 
and to highly exalt your character; and that you and your Lady may be 
prepared for an endless life of happiness is my earnest prayer. 
Please remember me gratefully to your Lady, and accept assurances 
of my highest regard. 
ETHER SHEPLEY 
PS.  I wish to say a few words respecting my own State, which I have 
taken the liberty to do in a separate note. 3 
ALS. DLC-...,J KP  Addressed to Columbia. 
L A Maine lawyer, E ther Shepley served as a m ember of the Massachusetts 
House in 1819; as a delegate to the Maine constitutional convention in 1820; 
as U.S. attorney fix the district of Maine, 182 1--38 :  as a Democrat in the U.S. 
Senate, 1833--36; and as a judge of the Maine Supreme Court, 1836-55. 
2.  Shepley probably intended to write the word "visitors. "  
3 .  Shepley wrote to Polk again o n  N ovember 30, 1844, recommending John 
Fairfield of Maine for the cabinet post of seeretary of the na-v-y. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
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FROM EDWIN CROSWELL 
My dear Sir, Albany, Nov. 30, 1844 
Allow me to congratulate you, as I do most cordially, upon the result 
of the great contest thro which we have passed, with honor & victory. 
The victory, altho one of the highest importance to yourself, & grate­
ful as a manifestation of the popular partiality & favor, is yet of higher 
moment as an emphatic reassertion of the democratic principle, & its 
reestablishment in the administration of the Government. This great 
Election must be regarded as scarcely less material in its consequences 
upon the future destinies of the republic than the Declaration of '98, 1 & 
the Election of 1800: and yr. elevation will be regarded in the history of 
the country, by all who look to the democratic tendencies of our govern­
ment & the durable interests of the people, as the counterpart of that 
of Mr. Jefferson. I feel that we have passed a crisis of momentous im­
portance in our political history; and I do not doubt that the American 
Democracy will ascribe it, under 'Providence' to the wise decision of the 
Baltimore Convention. 
Of Course no great good is without its alloy. The smoke of the conflict 
will scarcely have passed before this will be sufficiently obvious. Ques­
tions of difference among friends, & applications for office, will present 
themselves in many forms. But I do not apprehend that altho' annoying, 
they will be found insurmountable. 
Upon the two great questions, which will probably, above others, first 
present themselves, the Texas & Tariff questions, your positions are, 
fortunately, clearly defined, & the popular expression has been quite 
unequivocal. In my judgment, Annexation is truly "a great American 
Measure," the accomplishment of which the American people desire, if 
they do not demand "at the earliest practicable moment. " 2 Even Col .  
Benton, in his St. Louis speech, 3 plants himself upon the Baltimore Dec­
laration; while his construction of our relations with Mexico, under such 
a consumination, is calculated to continue the alarm muong the sensi­
tive & interested portion of our population, who erroneously imagine 
that war n1ust follow Annexation. In conceding to that portion of our 
citizens so much as to make even sacrifices to Mexico, to obtain annex­
ation with her concurrence, no more it appears to me ought to be re­
quired in that Question, and then, if it cannot be consummated, because 
that power impotent to enforce her belligerent attitude towards Texas) 
continues to persist in denying the independence of that republic, & in­
sists in maintaining an offensive attitude towards such nations as may 
treat with it as such, it will be thought, I suspect, a dictate of sound 
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policy, that annexation, within a reasonable time, ought not to be de­
feated. 
In this state, the prevalent democratic feeling is in favor of annex­
ation. So far from suffering a loss of votes by the question, it was an 
element in our favor especially in all the frontier counties. The "circu­
lar" gentlemen, (the principal organ of which is the Eve. Post,) 4 most of 
whom profess ultraism in all respects, are the only portion of the demo­
cratic party who approach the whig positions upon this subject; but they 
constitute a very inconsiderable body of persons. Their objections lie 
deep; for they are directed against the supposed addition to the power 
of the South, & the alleged extension of Slavery, neither of which can be 
obviated by any amicable arrangement with Mexico. 
Mere party (whig) hostility to the measure, at the north, growing out 
of the first of these considerations, cannot be formidable, & the opposi­
tion of the mercantile & manufacturing elasses, will yield to the obvious 
advantages it will ultimately & soon bring to both. With an adjustment 
of the question with Mexico, & the avoidance of the unfortunate ground 
assumed by Mr Calhoun, it c' d not fail to be a popular measure, in all 
sections, & w' d bear down all opposition .. 
The tariff Question it is to be hoped 1nay be satisfactorily disposed of 
at the approaching session. It is not to be disguised that in this state, & 
in most of the northern and middle states, the idea of free trade is not a 
favorite one; and if the whigs c' d have inculcated that belief extensively 
as applicable to yr. own views, we scarely c' d have been successful here. 
Happily, the admirable letter to Mr Kane5 put to flight any such im­
pression, & deprived the enemy of a weapon that might otherwise have 
been wielded with potency. Its positions were in perfect accordance with 
the sentiments of our people, & will be fully sustained by the country. 
Modifications of the inequalities and exeesses of the present tariff, are 
clearly demanded by the general interests; and if the principle of inciden­
tal equal protection to all the great American interests is maintained, no 
one interest, where all are promoted, can complain with justice or with 
effect: tho of course all modifications sh'd be made with care, & in a 
reasonable & liberal spirit. 
I have not the presumption to proffer an interference with the Cabinet 
arrangements. These will be such, yr friends here feel assured, as will 
comport with the best interests of the nation, & the dignity of yr posi­
tion. It will not be an easy task, to meet the expectations of all sections, 
or the wishes of all aspirants. But as our State may be thought of for 
one of the Cabinet appointments, you will pardon me for a suggestion 
or two, of local application. Mr Wright will be naturally be thought of 
for the State Department: and certainly no one presents higher qualifi-
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cations for its duties, & no one c'd go into it with the more universal 
concurrence of the American Democracy. But we have reason to be­
lieve that he conceives an acceptance of it incompatible with his new 
relations here, and if tendered him, he will no doubt feel compelled to 
decline it. Beyond Mr Wright no one in this state has been seriously 
named for that station, except Mr. Butler. He also possesses eminent 
qualities & a high position. But he has said to me since the election 
that he c'd not, in justice to himself & his family, accept a public sta­
tion, either under the national or state government. This determina­
tion may possibly be modified by circumstances, & by strong appeals to 
his patriotism & disinterestedness, but the probabilities are against it. 
Under such a state of things, perhaps the selection best adapted to the 
central & commercial position of this state & most in accordance with 
the expectations of the people, is the Treasury Department. For that 
place, in canvassing the candidates believed to be qualified for it, Gov. 
Marcy has been very generally brought into view. The public mind has 
taken this direction undoubtedly from an appreciation of his success­
ful & unassailable public career of 20 years, & particularly from his six 
year administration of the finances of this state, & his six [year] admin­
istration of the Executive department of the government, in which he 
displayed not only financial skill, but high administrative power. It w' d 
certainly be a very acceptable appointment, with all parties, and with 
few exceptions, w'd have the approval of both sections (for, altho con­
siderably mollified, we have yet sections among us) of the democratic 
party. Upon all the great questions of the day, his views & yr. own are 
congenial. 
Gov. Bouck this afternoon commissioned Henry A. Foster and Daniel 
S. Dickinson for the vacancies in the U.S. Senate occasioned by the res­
ignations of Mr Wright & Mr Tallmadge. 6 One of the places was ten­
dered to Gov. Marcy, & declined by him. Mr Foster formerly represented 
his district in Congress, & has served two terms in our State Senate, 
& is now president of that body. Mr Dickinson has served in our State 
Senate, was twice a candidate for & is now, Lt. Gov. of the state, was a 
prominent member of the Balt. Convention, and is now a State Elector 
of our Electoral College. They were both prominent & most efficient in 
the recent Canvass. They are men of undoubted abilities, and sh' d they 
be confirmed by the legislature, they can be relied upon to give yr. adm. 
an efficient support. There are many candidates in the field, and it is 
possible that the legislature may make other selections for one or both 
the places, but the probabilities, according to the present aspects, are in 
their favor. We shall strive at least to prevent collission or bad feelings 
in the progress of the legislative canvass. 
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We are on the threshhold of a most important legislative year. As yet 
the harmony which characterized the recent Contest has been only par­
tially & slightly disturbed. Mr. Wright will undoubtedly endeavor to con­
solidate & strengthen the democratic party; & in alJ such efforts he will 
be cordially seconded by all except the extremes of old sections. 
I pray yr. indulgence for this long letter, & for the freedom with which 
I have thrown out views which I fear you may think obtrusive. 
E. CROSWELL 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Croswell 's reference probably i s  to the Virginia Resolutions o f  1 798 and the 
Kentucky Resolutions of 1 79&--99. 
2. Croswell paraphrases here a passage from the platform statement of the 
1844 Democratic National Convention. The text reads: "The re-occupation of 
Oregon and the re-annexation of Texas at the earliest practicable period are 
great American measures, which this Convention recommends to the cordial 
support of the democracy of the Union. "  See Niles ' National Register, June 8, 
1844. 
3. See Samuel H. Laughlin to Polk, October 28, 1844. 
4. See William C. Bouck to Polk, September 7,  1844. 
5.  See Polk to tTohn K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
6. William C. Bouck, Henry A. Foster, Daniel S. Dickinson, Silas Wright, Jr. , 
and Nathaniel P. Tallmadge. Foster won elec:tion as a Democrat to one term in 
the U.S. House, 1837--39; however, he broke with the party over the Independent 
Treasury Bill and supported efforts to depose Francis Blair and William C. Rives 
as printers of the House. He served as U.S. senator from November 30, 1844, 
until January 27, 1845, when he was replaced by a Van Burenite, John A. Dix. 
Although the Van Burenites disliked Dickinson's support of deficit spending on 
internal improvements, they regarded him, unlike Foster, as a strict party man. 
Dickinson previously was a member of the state senate, lieutentant governor, 
and president of the Court of Errors of New York; he served as U.S.  senator for 
New York from 1844 to 1851.  Nathaniel P. Tallmadge served as U.S. senator 
from March 1833 to June 1844, when he resigned to become governor of the 
Wisconsin Territory; formerly a Democrat, he moved into the Whig ranks over 
the national bank question. 
DECEMBER 
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir, Washington 1st Dec. 1844 
I reached the city on Friday evening but have had no opportunity of 
seeing many of our distinguished friends. There is much feeling as well 
as apprehension as to the effect of your first movement. It is under­
stood that Mr. Cn. 1 as well as the other members of the cabinet desire 
to retain their present situation. In the event of retaining Mr C then it 
is apprehended that 'I�H.B. 2 will at once break ground agt. the Adn1in. 
If he is not retained, then it is apprehended that opposition will arise 
in the South. It is the old difficulty between the northern & southern 
democracy-the Constitution & Mr. C's friends are using every effort to 
have the control of the cabinet and appointments &c whilst the North­
ern democracy think they are entitled to it, & will maintain the Globe. 3 
Great efforts are said to be making to rally around the former standard, 
the South & West, Texas & Oregon. The proper men, it is said have been 
invited by letters, to stop at the U.S. Hotel, (where Mr. C. now has rooms) 
lately erected on the Avenue, near Elliott's  building, where an astonish­
ing number of the S. & Western members have stopped & it is probable 
messes will be formed, with a view to a western & southern combination. 
The Southern men as far as I can learn desire Mr. Calhoun to remain 
at the head of the Cabinet whilst the northern men desire S.W Jr. 4 if he 
can be obtained-whilst not a small number think that all presidential 
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aspirants should be thrown aside & new men brought in. It is said here 
that the Capt. 5 will aspire to the succession and considers your election 
a ratification by the people of all the acts of his administration. A rec­
ommendation of annexation of Texas by law is expected. Would it not 
be better, simply to pass a resolution that we will defend her & main­
tain her independence and leave annexation for your Admn? I make 
these suggestions for your reflection & of course not expecting you to 
answer-knowing that you will be overwhelmed with letters. I write 
now principally to enquire when & what way you expect to take in com­
ing on to Washington. There is great anxiety among your friends here 
& elsewhere as to your rout & the time. You are expected thro. Georgia, 
thro. Va. thro. Pennsylvania-at Philadelphia & N.Y. Dallas is here but 
I have not seen him. 
I am located with Cobb & Lumpkin, Hannegan & Stone6 & their ladies 
at Dowson's No 2. 7 
C. JoHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private." Polk's AE on 
the cover states that he answered this letter on December 2 1 ,  1844. 
1. John C. Calhoun. 
2. Thomas H. Benton. 
3. Washington Globe. 
4. Silas Wright, Jr. 
5.  John Tyler. 
6. Howell Cobb, John Lumpkin, Edward A. Hannegan, and James W Stone. 
A Kentucky lawyer, and former member of the Kentucky House, Stone won elec­
tion as a Democrat to two terms in the U.S. House, 1843-45 and 1851-53. 
7 .  A popular boarding house on Capitol Hill. 
FROM ALFRED BALCH 
Dear Sir, Nashville 2d Deer 1844 
I had intended to visit you at Columbia and may do so before you go 
to Rutherford: But I know that the eyes of eighteen millions of people 
are fixed upon you . Here I have already seen that many are looking to 
you with ardent hopes and that those who may happen to enjoy your 
intimate association are regarded with envy and jealousy. I would not 
disturb for an instant the envies of these sordid selfish creatures. Before 
many months have passed away you will know much more of our race 
than you now do altho your knowledge is already very extensive. Since 
my return from the District I have received many letters and personal 
applications for my interfence with you in the behalf of the writers and 
the applicants which I have unhesitatingly refused. 
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The whole Whig party humbled as it is by our late glorious victory is 
ground into the dust. But it will rise to its feet again to seek its revenge 
upon you by whom it has been beaten. You will have enough of thorns in 
the path along which you must tread your way. But unflinching firmness 
and an honest conscience will take you through your journey in triumph. 
The sincere wish of my heart is that you may in the execution of your 
great trust promote the national prosperity and happiness and secure 
an enduring fame for yourself. You will always remember that you will 
sit in the seat once occupied by the Father of our beloved country and 
by the noble Patriarch of the Hermitage. 1 Their examples will aid and 
animate you in the discharge of your onerous and multiplied duties. The 
first great act of your career as our President will carry with it great and 
lasting consequences. I mean of course the formation of your Cabinet. 
The number of aspirants you will find to be great and the vanity and 
selfishness of the disappointed will be deeply mortified. 
In April 1837 I reached Washington to discharge my duties as a Com­
missioner under the Creek treaty. 2 Mr. Van Buren had then been in of­
fice 60 days. He was kind enough to invite me to dine with him and 
his Cabinet which I accepted. With these gentlemen I had no personal 
acquaintance and I sat by a looker on in Venice. 3 Very soon I saw that 
Van Buren had made a bad beginning. Forsyth his secretary of state was 
too selfish to love any man and Woodbury of the Treasury ditto. Old 
Dickinson 4 was an imbecile. Kendalls vanity and self consequence had 
already begun to act fatally upon that vast and powerful mass of indi­
viduals attached to and affiliated with his department. The fatal secret 
was at once disclosed that these men did not love Van Buren and that 
they only regarded themselves as "loci tenentes" who were entitled to 
their pay. 5 When I became intimate with Mr. Butler I admonished him 
of these difficulties which he said he saw felt and deplored but the error 
had been committed and could not be corrected. Kendall did Van Buren 
more injury than 10 thousand of his bitterest enemies and all the whole 
body of contractors and all their stipendiaries against the new admin­
istration. No man's popularity could have withstood the consequences 
of his follies but that of the invulnerable Jackson. I remember that he 
established an Express mail to N.O. 6 whilst I was in the Indian country, 
that one of the little riders was drowned in a bayou whilst getting for­
ward and that the contractor was fined 100 dollars for this failure. The 
decision of Kendall was spoken of throughout the south with a shudder­
ing horror! !  He refused to remit the fine and the contractor appealed to 
the sympathies of the public along his whole line and cursed Kendall ev­
ery where. So true it is that men of sphrightly talents often want judgt 
the great and commanding faculty of the mind. 
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In forming your cabinet you will be beset by many cliques at the bot­
tom of whose movements you will find that monstrous principle of self­
ishness which depraves the character of so many of our acts. Associa­
tions will be formed because associations will be more powerful than in­
dividuals and a promise of mutual help and benefits will be the cement 
of all such Unions. 
It will become your duty to consider whether in selecting your high 
confidential advisers, you can safely connect yourself with any of the 
appendages of Mr. Van Buren or Mr Tylers administrations. The disas­
trous defalcations of the former and the open shocking use of the Exec­
utive patronage by the latter at least for a time, in order to create a new 
party affected poor Van Buren deeply and have covered with mud and 
mire the present unfortunate incumbent. Whether your administration 
should not be distinct from and independent of the past can be decided 
by you alone. In all those arrangments which must precede your decisive 
action in the selection of your constitutional advisers you will of course 
fortify yourself against impertinent and importunate intrusion by the 
agency of a friend of immaculate purity, of [ . . . ] 7 who will understand 
perfectly your position as well as his own. 
The selection of a competent secretary is a matter of far greater con­
sequence than many suppose. Such a man domiciliated as he will be in 
your house should be capable of keeping a set of books, of seeing to the 
economical disbursement of your funds, on a matured system the object 
of which will be to make an annual saving which I have no doubt can 
be effected and still a sufficient display made to satisfy the public. A fit 
person to fill this post and sign the patents in addition has been named 
to me but I do not know whether he would accept the appt if offered. 
I am in correspondence with Ritchie and have been for many years. 
His solicitude that your administration should be entirely successful is 
as great and sincere as my own. He has his views as to men and mea­
sures but I do not feel authorized to communicate them at present. It is 
possible that you may find in the foregoing hints and suggestions noth­
ing worthy of grave consideration. I claim for them only one merit that 
of disinterestedness and sincerity. 
ALFRED BALCH 
P.S. I have just received a letter from Gov. Branch 8 who begs me to offer 
you "his heartfelt congratulations on your glorious triumph. He looks 
for justice to Florida from a distinguished son of his native Carolina. " 9 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. George Washington and Andrew Jackson. 
2. Balch's reference probably is to the Creek treaty of 1832, which opened 
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approximately five million acres of eastern Alabama to white settlement and led 
in 1836 to the removal of the remaining Creeks. From 1836 to 1838 Balch served 
as special Indian commissioner to investigate alleged frauds in the sale of Creek 
reservation lands. 
3. Paraphrase of a quotation from William Shakespeare, Measure for Mea­
sure, act 5, scene 1 ,  line 315.  
4 .  John Forsyth, Levi Woodbury, and Mahlon Dickerson. Forsyth served as 
a member of the U.S. House, 1813-18, 1823-27;  as a U.S. senator for Geor­
gia, 1818-19, 1829-34; and as governor of Georgia, 1827-29. He held the post 
of secretary of state under Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren, 1834-41 .  
Dickerson won election as governor of New Jersey i n  1815;  represented New 
Jersey in the U.S. Senate from 1817 until 1833; and served as secretary of the 
navy in the cabinets of Jackson and Van Buren from 1834 until 1838. 
5. The medieval Latin phrase "locum tenens" literally means "one holding a 
place." The plural form of the phrase is "locum tenentes. "  
6 .  New Orleans. 
7. Sealing wax oil has rendered illegible one or more words on this line. 
8. John Branch won election as governor of North Carolina, 1817-20, and as 
U.S. senator, 1823-29; he served as secretary of the navy from 1829 until his 
election to the U.S. House in 183 1 .  Branch was appointed governor of Florida 
by Tyler in 1844. 
9. Balch wrote his postscript on the verso of his second sheet. 
FROM JOHN BLAIR 
Dr sir :  Jonesborough Deer. 2d 1844 
As the fog of the late unparralled canvass has somewhat subsided, and 
we are enabled to see the ground which we occupy in Tennessee, I have 
thus early been looking into the future & much very much depends upon 
being started aright. I would regard our November victory as being a 
partial defeat were it possible for our wiley opponents to chain Tennessee 
to the 1Vorthern Feds . To avert this calamity, & give the requisite aid to 
your administration we must elect our Governor & legislature in Au­
gust next, to do which we must have the proper candidate for Governor, 
& see to it that he shaH be sustained throughout the state by Judiciously 
selected candidates for Congress & both branches of the Legislature, & 
that but one Democrat run even in our strongest election Districts & 
Counties. I have been feeling the pnhlic pulse as to our Guhernatoria·l 
candidate, & Nicholdson, 1 would combine more strength than any other 
of our friends. I am aware that it would be an unpleasant as well as un­
profitable situation for him, but a remedy could be applied, & I without 
disguise suggest it. He ought not if elected (as he certain]y would be) to 
remain in that office but the Senate (if of the proper complexion) could 
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select for its Speaker a suitable substitute, & Mr. N. be transferred to 
the US Senate, where he certainly would be willing to go. I know he will 
be opposed to this arrangement but we can give him great relief in the 
canvass by so arranging matters as that he will not be driven with the 
velocity of a race horse through the extent of the state as you were. 
Had I the planning of the campaign, I would keep our candidates from 
active operations as long as possible, & when entered into run it to the 
day of election with life & spirit, & whenever & wherever Nicholdson 
could not leisurely meet the Whig appointments (of 100 thick for his 
constitution & health) select the proper points for him & then meet the 
others with our most efficient speakers least occupied. We will have 
Johnston, Haynes, Campbell 2 & others who will have time & to spare 
in this District, as I fell confident we can make another rise of 100 votes 
in this County with Nicholdson at the head. 
The Whigs are to have a glorification here on next wednesday for hold­
ing Tennee. by the skin of the teeth, but the true object is to rally for 
August next, instead of rejoice over the past. We certainly have here to 
contend with, the most incorrigible of the whole Tribe, and if a gain can 
be made, our friends elsewhere by proper exertions surely can. In this 
town we had 4 Methodist preachers, one Presbyterian & one Baptist be­
ing the whole of the ministry, The Circuit Judge, the Attorney-General, 
the three magistrates, constables, Teachers of both Academies, all the 
Lawyers & Doctors save one, & still we made a gain of nearly 100 & feel 
confident of being able to go up to 100 more. I did not mention the scurvy 
Editor of the Whig3 for I believe his operations have favoured us. I wish 
to know as early as possible, whom we may expect to be our candidate for 
Governor. I have made my suggestions as to the individual with whom 
the public so far as I can learn, would be best pleased. 
Again, you have it in your power to dissipate much of the cloud of 
opposition during the first of your administration. You will have but one 
dangerous rock & that is the Tariff. Human wisdom could not chalk out a 
course calculated to please all, but you must think before you act on this 
subject with as much wisdom as you did in your Penna. letter. 4 That was 
as it should have been for the then occasion, but in your inaugural you 
will be compelled to define your exact position, & for your reflection may 
I suggest that in my opinion, the nomination convention at Balt. gave 
the Index-a Revenue Tariff with incidental protection to all the great 
interests of the Country. I know the South dislike the term protection 
but under a revenue tariff it is due to certain leading interests to give 
protection. Hence the act of 1842 should be modified & all the excess 
above the revenue point lopped off. 
You should not forget the course adopted by Jefferson & Madison. 
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They acted upon the principle that the South should be satisfied with 
the establishment of Southern principles to a certain extent & the pa­
tronage of the Government be conferred upon the North. I mean to the 
greatest extent. Penna. is to be the most difficult state to hold in the 
Democratic ring because she is such strongly manufacturing & conse­
quently in favour of protection. Her stern Democracy will hold her on 
against what she might think injurious, to her pecuniary interests. Yet, 
in the selection of your cabinet she should be represented. North of Ma­
son & Dicksons line should be plied with patronage as principles more 
congenial to the south must of necessity be established & carried out 
whatever may be your personal predelictions. Ought not Va & N.Y. to 
be looked to with Penna. in the formation of your cabinet? Silas Wright 
bids fairest to be your successor & such course ought to be adopted in 
reference to him as would most tend to his preservation; a place in your 
cabinet might lay him on the shelf. Should you look to the far south, 
Calhoun if he wished to have a place would be most acceptable to South­
erners, but enough on this, as I know you will see to your advisers being 
of a true stamp & from the proper divisions. 
You will see I think as I do, that under Providence it has been ordered 
that you are to be the instrument by which new bonds of Union are to 
be formed between the North South East & West. Yes I may say strange 
bonds as I trust Texas will be embraced, and that it will devolve upon 
you as the head of the great Republic to recommend mutual harmony, 
union & forbearance & put to flight every vagrant thought of dissension 
& secession in every quarter. Proper attention should be given to our 
erring mother N Carolina. She presents a strange picture in the test 
of Southern States, & must be redeemed from the Federal imbrace of 
Massachusetts. 
This brings me to the subject upon which I set out to write you, & 
which, in the license given to my pen, I had almost edged out. It was to 
press upon you at this critical stage of the political game to urge it upon 
you to set out for Washington in advance of your allotted time & pass 
thro this state to the N Carolina line & then NC to the Raleigh Railroad 
taking old Guilford in your route. I do sincerely believe that such travel 
in the unostentatious manner in which you would make it & seeing as 
tho you did not aim at it, so, many of our Citizens would in Tennessee 
be worth half the Summers labour. I do not mean to partake of din­
ners & banquets, but on the annunciation of your travelling this route 
& leisurely passing thro, much good could be done both in Tennee. & 
NC. If I am correct in saying that the cause would be benefitted thereby, 
I know the difficulties of a winter travel would not cause you to forego 
the advantage. Of all the evils conceivable I know of none so appalling 
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in prospect as the remote idea of Tennee .. being held in league with your 
enemies, & warring to pull down your Administration. 
I write you freely, because I can say that in none of my personal con­
flicts for place had I the same desire for success that I felt for yours, not 
on your account alone but the Country. Yes the cause of rational liberty 
which I believed in dangered by Clays latitudinarian principles. And 
again because I want no office which you have to confer & stand in a sit­
uation from disinterested feelings & motives to desire to see you enter 
upon prosecute & complete your arduous labours for the lasting good 
of the present, as well as unborn generations. Write me in reference to 
such things mentioned as are tangible, & believe what you wish private 
shall be so kept. My respects to Mrs. Polk. 
JoHN BLAIR 
PS Since writing the within I learn that the Whig leaders have discov­
ered that to rejoice at defeat would not go down with the County Whigs 
& they have pulled down their dinner notices & abandoned the idea of 
rejoicing. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on January 3, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. A. 0. P. Nicholson. 
2. Landon C. Haynes, Brookins Campbell, and Andrew Johnson. A lawyer 
from Washington County, Campbell served five terms as a Democrat in the Ten­
nessee House, 1835-39, 1841-43, 1845-47, and 185 1-53; he won election to the 
U.S. House in 1853 and served until his death in December of that year. 
3. Blair's points of reference are William G. Brownlow and the Jonesborough 
Whig and Independent Journal. 
4. See Polk to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
FROM JOHN B. JONES 1 
Madisonian Office 
Dear Sir, Washington, Dec. 2d 1844 
Accompanying this I send you an early copy of Mr. Tyler's Message, 2 
which I think you will find to be a good old-fashioned Republican Docu­
ment. I hope and trust so, at all events. And I am quite sure the prosper­
ity of this country, under your auspices, will know no diminution during 
the next four years. 
J. B. JoNES 
P.S. Of course, your Excellency will not permit this message to fall into 
any printer's hand, until it is ascertained that it has been delivered to 
Congress. 
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ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. In late 1841,  John B. Jones succeeded Thomas Allen as editor of the Wash­
ington Madisonian. A prolific author, he wrote a number of popular books and 
poems during the 1840's and 1850's and later published an account of his expe­
riences in the Confederate War Department, A Rebel War Clerk 's Diary. 
2. On December 3, 1844, Tyler's annual message was received in the U.S. 
House and Senate. 
FROM JOHN STAATS 
Dr Sir Geneva, Ontario Co. N.Y. Dec. 2, 1844 
On the 4th Sept. last, 1 I addressed you a letter, requesting you to state 
(with a view to publication,) "under what circumstances, and upon what 
conditions you are (were) in favor of the immediate re-annexation of 
Texas. " Through inadvertence, the letter was directed to Nashville. It is 
possible that you may have received it, though too late to admit a reply, 
before election, for the purpose contemplated. 
I regard the practice of questioning Candidates for Office, as of doubt­
ful propriety; yet as it has been sanctioned of late years, I took the lib­
erty, as a citizen, to ask you on a point, which, as your declaration in your 
Cincinnati letter of April 28th, 2 stood, I was fearful might endanger your 
success at the North and West. 
In the main, there could hardly be a doubt of the favorable result in 
this State, but as there was no absolute certainty of it, a doubt would 
still, occasionally, cast its shadow over the future and excite alarm. 
There was reason for apprehension when it was seen with what effect 
the Whigs were using your declaration, but especially the faultering it 
produced in some of our firmest Democrats. In their public addresses 
they carefully avoided the "Texas question" ;  in private, some denounced 
it, and you, on its account. 
It is highly probably that it is owing to the perverse construction put 
on your letter, that your majority in this State, is about Four thousand 
less than that of Mr Wright. Had every Democrat who voted for him, 
likewise voted for you, your majority, of course, must have been equal. 
It is preposterous to suppose that any considerable number of Whigs 
voted for him. 
The evil which I could not avoid anticipating at times, must be my 
apology for what, under other circumstances, might justly have been 
considered an impertinence. I hesitated and delayed a long time, in the 
hope that some one else would write to you on the subject, but as nothing 
appeared befor the public, I took the liberty to do so. 
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I do not wish to be understood as endeavoring to make the impression 
that I was more zealous, and did more, for your election than others. I 
performed what believed to be my duty, they, no doubt, did the same. 
Allow me to congratulate you on the general result, and accept my 
wishes that a benign and all-wise Providence may guide and direct you 
in the discharge of the arduous duties devolving upon you, in the high 
station to which you have been elected. 
It would afford me great gratification to make your personal acquain­
tance, but, in all probability, I shall never enjoy that pleasure. 
JoHN STAATS 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See John Staats to Polk, September 4, 1844. 
2. See Polk to Salmon P. Chase et al. ,  April 23, 1844. 
FROM WILLIAM TYACK 
New York, N.Y. December 2,  1844 
After congratulating Polk on his victory, Tyack gives an account of the situ­
ation in New York and describes the struggle over patronage in New York City. 
He notes that they will soon appoint from each ward three members to the Gen­
eral Committee of Tammany Hall. The Custom House officers hope to exert 
influence in and through the committee and intend to secure the committee's 
endorsement of certain men for office in the event of C. P. Van Ness' confirma­
tion by the U.S. Senate. 1 While the men who support the Tyler interest try to 
move heaven and earth for influence, the old Democracy of "the Jackson & Van 
Buren & Polk school" are entirely still. These men are Polk's warmest friends; 
they have worked hard and have spent their money freely in the cause. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Forwarded to Columbia by Robert Armstrong. 
1 .  Born in Kinderhook, N.Y., Cornelius P. Van Ness moved to Vermont where 
he served in the state legislature, 1818-20, and presided as chief justice over 
the state supreme court, 182 1-22, prior to his tenure as governor, 1823-26. He 
served as minister to Spain during Andrew Jackson's administration. In mid-
1844 John Tyler appointed him collector of the Port of New York. After the 
presidential election, Van Ness took advantage of the growing rift within the 
New York Democracy and came to an understanding with the Hunkers; in return 
for their support, he agreed to remove the Barnburners in the Custom House. 
Insisting that Polk replace Van Ness immediately, Martin Van Buren and his 
friends backed Jonathan I .  Coddington for the post. In June 1845 Polk removed 
Van Ness and replaced him with Cornelius Lawrence. 
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FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
Dear Sir, Nashville, Tenn. Wednes. Dec. 4, 1 844 
I came into town this morning to witness the whig parade over "the 
whig electors. "  Supposing a brief description might not be uninteresting 
to you I have taken notes as follows: 
The H. Guards and the Mill Boys of the slashes 1 appeared in uni­
form at an early hour, drumming and firing with a view to get up en­
thusiasm, but were signally unsuccessful. At length a train of carriages 
was formed on Broad street. The military marched to the spot and es­
corted it through the same streets in which our procession moved on 
Thursday. 2 I stood near the P.O. corner as it passed down Cherry street 
and viewed it from a window as it passed from right to left. There was 
not enthusiasm. Scarcely a smile was to be seen in the procession. It 
looked to me more like a funeral train than aught else I have ever wit­
nessed. 
Mrs. Bell with Mrs. Barrow 3 in her carriage in f'ront of course. Now 
and then the military essayed to cheer, but the citizens refused to join. In 
a word, it was truly a ludicrous affair. Most of the leading whig citizens 
declined taking any part-indeed several of them informed that it was, 
in their judgment, a foolish parade; that it was an expedient of Mr. Bell 
and a few others to hold the party together which was almost shaken to 
pieces on Thursday last. 
Well, they marched round the square and up into the Hall of the Ho. of 
Rep. ,  where the electors formally voted for their Pres. candidates. Then 
there was speaking, and such speaking. All the rancor and bitterness 
of feeling which characterised whiggery in the most excited moments of 
the late campaign were manifested by Henry, Nelson, Brown, Haskell, 
et. al. 4 Their personal allusions to the Pres. Elect were dishonorable 
to themselves, disgraceful to their party, and elicited no applause. Mr. 
Bell who called them to order, and organized the meeting suggested that 
as there were crowds out-of-doors who were unable to press their way 
into the Hall, it would be well to have the remainder of the speaking in 
the Court- Ho. Yard. Accordingly they descended, when lo and behold! 
There were no such crowds out there! Indeed, the Hall of the Ho of 
Rep. had not been more than two-thirds filled; and about one half of 
these were boys who had been taken up by their seniors expressly to 
scream. 
From beginning to end it is one of the most decided failures I have 
ever witnessed. Every man in the procession looked as though he were 
following his father to the grave. It cannot fail to have a beneficial effect 
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upon our common cause. The contrast between this and our great day 
of last week, is indescribable. That was incomparably magnificent-this 
incomparably meagre. 
Gov. Jones was in one of the carriages for Electors; and I noticed that 
whenever he received a nod from a person on the pave he rose and bowed 
with a most wonderful air of self-sufficiency, as though he were the hero 
of the day. But I also noticed that those "nods" were "like angels visits, 
few and far between."  5 
Make my best respects to your lady, and believe me . . . .  
J. GEO. HARRIS 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on December 7, 1844; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1. Harris' references are to two of Nashville's Whig militia companies, the 
Harrison Guards and the Mill Boys of the Slashes. Admirers of Henry Clay had 
dubbed him "the Mill Boy of the Slashes," a person of humble origins. 
2. On November 28, 1844, Nashville Democrats organized a grand reception 
and procession in Polk's honor. See Robert Armstrong to Polk, November 28, 
1844. 
3. Harris' references are to Jane Erwin Yeatman Bell, the wife of John Bell, 
and to Ann Shelby Barrow, the wife of Washington Barrow. 
4. Gustavus A. Henry, Thomas A R. Nelson, Neill S. Brown, and William T. 
Haskell. A well-known lawyer and two-term attorney general of the First Judi­
cial Circuit of Tennessee, Nelson was a presidential elector on the Whig ticket 
in 1844 and 1848; he served one term as a Unionist in the U.S. House, 1859-61 ; 
reelected in 1861,  he was arrested en route to Washington by the Confederates 
and thus was prevented from serving a second term. 
5. Paraphrase of a line from Thomas Campbell 's poem "The Pleasures of 
Hope. " 
FROM ANDREW T. JUDSON 
Dear Sir Canterbury Ct. December 4. 1 844 
The scenes of rejoicing in which our friends have indulged since the 
great question of the Presidency has been settled, can neither be de­
scribed nor imagined. The conflict has been a mighty one, and the re­
sult will be felt and seen for many years to come. The influences upon 
our democratic institutions will be most happy, and the constitution and 
the union will be preserved. "Rome will not be sacked nor the people 
plundered."  1 To guard our sacred rights, the people have placed upon 
the watch towers, one who is faithfull, and one who will prove true to 
the constitution. Many of our friends feared for the result, and look­
ing back to 1840, those fears were not wonderfull. However, I was not 
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of that number. The moment the Baltimore convention broke up, light 
sprang up every where, confidence restored, and as I wrote you some 
weeks ago, 2 the nomination of Mr. Wright in the Empire State made all 
things sure, and completely settled the whole matter. 
In Connecticut we have passed through the warmest contest ever wit­
nessed by our sober people. Our loss of the State was not unexpected. 
We knew the powers we had to contend against. The abolition party 
had drawn off some of our men, and as those could not be influenced by 
Whigs, they remained and continued in the support of their own candi­
date, but not so with those who were originally in the Whig ranks. But 
little was required to gain them back to the support of the Clay ticket. 
C. M. Clay spent several weeks here and made a visible impression 
in favor of his friend Henry. A still more potent reason for our defeat, 
came from the manufacturing districts. There, the incessant cry was 
"the tariff, the tariff will be destroyed." "No bread for the laborers. " 
Our friends, with all their might, scouted this cry. Our candidate had as 
much regard for the working man as theirs-was as good a protectionist 
as theirs. Our candidate had voted for as many tariff laws as theirs. They 
said their candidate voted for the tariff of 1832 ; we replied, so did ours. 
They said their candidate voted for the compromise act. We replied, so 
did ours. Coming to more recent opinions, we hesitated not to believe 
and say that now there was no difference in reality between the two 
candidates.  
Both were now in favor of a tariff for revenue with incidental protec­
tion to manufactures, agriculture and commerce. The democrats at the 
North claim an equal protection to the three great interests of the coun­
try, agriculture, commerce and manufactures, and that a discrimination 
should be made for their protection so far as the harmony of the states 
and the Union will permit. Beyond this the democracy do not wish to go. 
The peace and harmony of the Union are above all price. AB heretofore, 
so there should now be a mutual conceeding to each other, and in the 
regulation of the tax laws, the people should not be unwilling to aid each 
and every other portion of the Union. Make war upon one State, and all 
the rest volunteer to fight her battles. When the energies of one State are 
depressed and her prosperity retarded, it may be the duty of the other 
states in generosity to tender their assistance and timely suckor. 
So it should be in the matter of taxation. At the north there should 
be no disposition to avoid all necessary burthens to promote the sugar 
interest of the south. So also with the south when their aid is required 
to promote or sustain this great manufacturing interest of the north, or 
the wool growing, or iron interests of the middle states. But all this must 
be reasonable andjudicious. Your far sighted predecessor, Genl. Jackson 
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used the termjudicious which, when properly explained and understood, 
was the identical term suited to this matter. Any tariff, other than this, 
would be unjust and oppressive. This should never be. To oppress one 
portion for the exclusive benefit of another is not, cannot be required. 
A reasonable amount, judiciously applied will never become oppressive. 
These suggestions are not new to you, because no man has been over 
the whole ground more than yourself, or can understand the condition 
of the country better. I make them, not because I have the remotest 
personal interest, but only to show you the true cause of our late defeat 
in Connecticut. Our contest will be renewed again on the 1st Monday of 
April, 3 just after your Inauguration. Upon that message to the people, 
will much depend our success or defeat then. For one, I should rejoice to 
see my native State arranged at so early a period, in the support of your 
administration, with her democratic sisters. I trust it will be so. 
Suffer me, in conclusion, to congratulate You in your success; & the 
country in her hopes. 
�DREW T. JUDSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Quotation has not been identified further. 
2. See Andrew T. Judson to Polk, September 14, 1844. 
3. Judson's reference is to congressional and state elections in Connecticut in 
1845. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Dear Sir \Vashington City Deer. 5th 1844 
I made my journey in seven days, travelling from Cincinnati with Robt. 
J. Walker, Mississippi's favorite Senator. He is a very great favorite here 
with the District Democracy who bear testimony to the amazing indus­
try with which he sent off & prepared documents through the Summer. 
He entertains the same opinion with us as to the importance of getting 
for Ritchie half the Globe (Blairs interest) & I talked today with Cave 
Johnson about his going over in a day or two to sound the old gentle­
man at Richmond on the subject. He did not promise to go, but I shall 
be at him again tomorrow. The more I think on it, the more I am con­
vinced that such would be the very best thing that could be done. It is 
useless to sound Blair at all until Ritchie's views are known. If that dont 
take, then B. & Rives must sink into mere propriators with an ahle & 
competent Editor having absolute control ofthe political character of the 
paper. The best directed & most judicious movements must be made on 
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this point. 1 Much is saying here of course in relation to your Cabinet­
nothing however in the wrong spirit. All anticipate your difficulties but 
most of your friends think you can successfully overcome them. I have 
seen the President but not under circumstances admitting any confi­
dential conversation. In a day or so I shall seek such an interview. I 
met with Mr. Dallas here who talked very freely with me making divers 
suggestions which I assured him he might freely make to you without 
giving rise to any suspicion on his part that you ment to dictate to him. 
You will find that he would not favor the idea of Mr. Buchannon 2 being 
Secretary of State. There are probably various reasons for this. It might 
have a tendency to exclude his Brother in Law Wilkins, 3 or it might in 
some other respect cross his own future purposes. 4 I understand that 
he properly belongs to the Buchannon & not to the Van Buren & Henry 
Horn concern of Pennsylvania which makes it a little singular that he 
should not go on for Buchannon. But on the suppositions alone, I have 
taken & shall continue to do so, the most prudent steps to ascertain if 
Mr. Calhoun would not be content with the mission to England there 
to finish off the Oregon negotiation supposing the Texas question to be 
settled this session or to take on the form of Congressional annexation. 
If the Ritchie arrangement could be made I rather think he would. If 
that he ascertained, then how would Buchannon do for the State & Mr. 
Wright to be offered the Treasury department or vice versa, & if Mr. 
Wright would not accept (supposing that previous ascertained) let the 
state department be offer to him, then to Mr. Buchannon, Genl Cass of­
fered the War department, Mr. Woodbury the Treasury5 (if Mr. Wright 
would not have it) . By the bye, Mr. Woodbury would make the best Post 
Master Genl in America & its peculiar patronage might tempt him to 
take it & in my opinion, the Treasury or the Post office would be well 
filled by him. But it would be best for you & him both, that he should 
take charge of the latter, for reasons which I have not time to give. The 
Navy could be retained by Mason 6 But I hear some strange things about 
his incredulity about your success etc. which I will trace up & ascertain 
in time for your consideration. Wickliffe went the whole hog, spent his 
money largely & freely franked by cart loads & illuminated brightly on 
the result. So if excluded from the cabinet he must be liberally provided 
for. 7 
I saw Mr. Kendall to day who meets our Wishes prom ply on the subject 
we last conversed on & I think will do it elegantly. 8 He says he does not 
seek any position for its honor & some position below the cabinet but 
nearest to it in its emoluments would keep him at home with his family & 
relieve his necessities. He spoke of the City Post office or the Marshall of 
the District etc. In the way of suggestion, so that our notions in relation 
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to him are likely to be met. Dont bring yourselfunder any obligations as 
to the Comr. of the Genl Land office, as I want to furnish you with a good 
one & if not other can be found that I like better I may take it myself. 
The carrier is waiting & you must take this as one of those random 
sheets that I may often send you. 
A. v. BROWN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential . "  
1.  Thomas Ritchie, Francis P. Blair, and John C .  Rives. The Washington 
Globe, owned by Blair and Rives, had long served as the official organ of Jack­
sonian Democracy; however, in 1844 its publishers angered the southern wing 
of the party by denouncing those who had defeated Martin Van Buren's bid for 
the presidential nomination and by continuing to attack John Tyler's efforts to 
annex Texas. After extended negotiations, Thomas Ritchie and John P. Heiss 
purchased the Globe on April 12, 1845; subsequently the administration news­
paper took the name Washington Union. 
2. James Buchanan. 
3. William Wilkins, a lawyer, businessman, banker, and federal judge from 
Pennsylvania, won election as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate and served from 
183 1 until 1834, when he resigned to become U.S. minister to Russia; he served 
one year in the U.S. House and in 1844 resigned to accept the post of secretary of 
war in John Tyler's cabinet. Wilkins married George M. Dallas' sister, Mathilda, 
in 1818. 
4. George M. Dallas, a prominent member of the "Family" party in Pennsyl­
vania, was identified for many years as a staunch Van Burenite; his revival of the 
"Old Hickory Club" in 1843 helped remove James Buchanan's name from the 
list of potential presidential nominees. Early in 1844 Dallas followed the lead 
of Robert J. Walker in advocating the annexation of Texas. Dallas' niece, Mary 
Blechynden Bache, married Robert J. Walker in 1825; she was the daughter of 
Richard and Sophia Dallas Bache and the great-grand-daughter of Benjamin and 
Deborah Read Franklin. 
5. Leader of the New Hampshire Democracy, Levi Woodbury served as judge 
of the Superior Court, 1816; governor, 1823-24; U.S. senator, 1825-31 and 1841-
45; secretary of the navy, 1831-34; secretary of the Treasury, 1834-41;  and as­
sociate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, 1845-51 .  
6. John Y. Mason. 
7. Charles A. Wickliffe served several terms in the Kentucky legislature before 
winning election to the U.S. House, where he served five terms beginning in 
1823; he won the lieutenant governorship in 1836 and succeeded James Clark 
as governor upon the latter's death in 1839; and he served as U.S. postmaster 
general from 1841 until 1845. 
8. Reference is to securing Amos Kendall's services in writing Polk's inaugu­
ral address. 
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FROM FRANCIS W PICKENS 
Senate Chamber 
My dear Sir [Columbia, S.C. December 5, 1844] 1 
I wrote you some time since and I hope you reed. it. 2 I found great ex­
citement when I met the Legislature here. You will see my resolutions. 3 
They were absolutely necessary to prevent excesses and mischief. They 
passed this body unanimously by yeas & nays, and will pass the House. 
There are a few here who are very bitter agst me because I will not go 
their length. Mr Calhoun is agst. all ultra or rash moves, but for waiting 
events with confidence in the Republican party and the President Elect. 
"We have no reason to fear results-it is due to them to the country & 
to good faith. "  4 
I thank God you are in power. I know your feelings & principles & 
have full reliance. 
We voted unanimously for you yesterday. 5 There is not a Whig in the 
whole Legislature. 
You will recollect that I requested you and Mrs Polk to come through 
Georgia & So. Ca. on your way to Washington. If you could do so with 
convenience and propriety you would be received with great cordiality, 
and I would meet you in Augusta and go with you to Charleston. And if 
you had time, it would afford me very great pleasure to take you to my 
house about 20 miles from Augusta where you could rest yourselves for a 
day or two. I need not say to you and Mrs. Polk that such an arrangement 
would afford me the very highest gratification. 
I have reed. several important letters from New York and one from 
Judge Fine6 the particular friend of Mr. Wright, in which he says that 
Mr. Wright will not expect any appointment as he is under obligation to 
Administer the Office of Gov: &c. But of course you have more inforrna­
tion than I have on this point. 
The main point will be a distinct and clear avowal of your principles in 
favor of a Revenue Tariff. This will give peace, dignity & power to your 
position immediately and I think you will have an easy time. 
In haste . . . .  
F. W PICKENS 
P.S. If you should come through So. Ca. & Geo. ,  let me know the exact 
time we can expect you in Augusta. FWP 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Place and date identified through content analysis. 
2. See Francis W Pickens to Polk, October 1 1 ,  1844. 
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3. On November 26, 1844, James Hammond sent the legislature his annual 
governor's message, at the conclusion of which he attacked Congress for its fail­
ure to lower the tariff and ratify the Texas annexation treaty. Hammond trans­
mitted resolutions of the Massachusetts legislature urging disunion if Texas 
were annexed; he concluded his message with a reciprocal call for disunion. 
When a motion was introduced in the South Carolina Senate to publish Ham­
mond's message, Pickens objected and then proposed a set of resolutions af­
firming the annexation of Texas, pointing out the determination of abolition­
ists in Great Britain to influence the future of slavery in Texas, looking to the 
next administration of the general government for protection of southern rights, 
protesting the injustice of the Tariff of 1842, and asserting the argument that 
any present delays in implementing South Carolina's rights need not prejudice 
subsequent calls for action on those questions. The South Carolina Senate unan­
imously approved Pickens' resolutions on November 28, 1844. South Carolina, 
Senate, Journal 1844 Sess. pp. 20, 25, and 26. 
4. Quotation not identified further. 
5. On December 3, 1844, the South Carolina General Assembly met in joint 
session to choose the state's presidential electors; Pickens was one of those cho­
sen. On the following day the electors cast South Carolina's nine votes for Polk. 
6. A New York lawyer, John Fine served as judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas for St. Lawrence County, 1824-39 and 1843-4 7, and as a Democrat for one 
term in the U.S. House, 1839-41 .  
Dr Sir 
FROM DAVID T. DISNEY 
Senate Chamber 
Columbus Ohio 6 Dec. 1844 
Among the first fruits of our unfortunate defeat in Ohio as you will 
see by the Ohio Statesman which I send you by this same mail 1 is the 
loss of a democratic senator. On yesterday Thos. Corwin was elected by 
a vote of 60 to 46 over me to fill the place now occupied by Judge Tappan 
in the Senate of the U. States. 
There was one matter however of peculiar gratification to us all not­
withstanding the result. Every democratic member of the General AB­
sembly was at his post and they cast an unanimous vote in my behalf. I 
confess that I allude to this with considerable pride as a party man be­
cause unfortunately for us during the last few years our own peculiar 
dissensions have almost invariably shown some scattering votes. 
It was these dissensions and these dissensions alone as I advised you 
this fall which caused us to lose the state legislature. 2 The vote for sen­
ator and judge of our supreme court3 which you will notice in the States­
man seem to show that our defeat in this state has led to good results in 
making us once more an united party. 
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Our general assembly commenced its sessions on Monday last 2d prox 
and the whigs having both branches are absolutely running riot in their 
accidental power. They are determined to make us feel it in its fullest 
extent. No considerations restrain them and if chastening can benefit 
a political party us poor democrats in Ohio ought to become the best of 
men. 
You probably remember Judge Kennon4 as I think that he was in 
Congress with you. You see by the Statesman that he also received with 
the exception of one vote the entire support of our party. These votes 
augur well for the democracy of Ohio and I sadly mistake the indication 
if the whig party do not find to their cost what it points to. 
So far as Ohio is concerned under your coming administration her vote 
will of course be divided Allen democrat Corwin Whig. By the bye Tom. 
Ewings 5 friends struggled hard but Corwin ultimately proved too much 
for him. 
The whigs are every where sounding the note of preparation and seem 
determined to obstruct your path with all means under their control. 
D. T. DISNEY 
ALS. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Copy of the Columbus Ohio Statesman not found. 
2. On October 17, 1844, Disney wrote Polk that the Ohio Democrats had lost 
the state legislature "through the divisions among our own people on the subject 
of local banks."  ALS. DLC-JKP For the struggle within the Ohio Democracy 
between "hard" and "soft" money Democrats, see Gansevoort Melville to Polk, 
October 3, 1844, and Elam P. Langdon to Polk, November 12, 1844. 
3. In early December 1844, the Ohio General Assembly reelected Ebenezer 
Lane to a third term on the Ohio Supreme Court; Lane defeated William Kennon, 
Sr. , by the vote of 62 to 45. 
4. William Kennon, Sr. , won election as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 1829-
33 and 1835-37, and served as president judge of the Ohio Court of Common 
Pleas, 1840-47. 
5 .  Thomas Ewing, an Ohio lawyer, twice won election as a Whig to the U.S. 
Senate, 1831-36 and 1850-5 1 .  He served as secretary of the Treasury in 1841 
but resigned in protest to Tyler's opposition to a national bank. Ewing later 
held the office of secretary of the interior, 1849-50, during the administration of 
Zachary Taylor. 
FROM JOHN C. EDWARDS 1 
My Dear Gov: Jefferson. Mo. Dec. 6, 1844 
If I am later in congratulating you, on your triumphant election, than 
many other friends have been, still I am sure you will not with-hold from 
me, full credit for sincerity in my rejoicings at your success, especially 
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when I tell you that I delayed, first, because I was too unwell to write; 
next because I have had an incessant crowd since the opening of our 
Legislature; and, last, because my congratulations would have annoyed 
you, if they had been tendered when so many friends were overwhelming 
you with their rejoicings. 
Truly we have gained a glorious victory. I never doubted our success. 
That our own state has gone against us, is a matter to be regretted; but 
that we reduced her majority to nothing, & then succeeded without her, 
is some consolation. In this state, our official returns are all in, & our 
Secretary of State 2 informs me, that your majority is 10. 125 over Mr. 
Clay. I believe I wrote to you last summer, 3 that our majority would be 
about ten thousand. It was a guess, but happened to be nearly right. 
Our majority ought to have been twelve thousand; but I suppose that 
some of the leaders of the "softs" 4 carried a few votes with them. The 
"soft" candidate for governor5 was openly and bitterly against you, and 
warmly and actively for Mr Clay. Indeed I so considered him during all 
the canvass last summer; but at that time my proof against him was not 
so clear and unequivocal. Since our August elections, he has been open 
in his eulogies of Mr. Clay, and bitter in his denunciations against you. 
Simms, 6 who is from my own county in Tennessee, is a warm friend of 
yours, and will act with the democratic party, although he was a leader 
with the "softs" &, I think an unsound man. I have no doubt but there 
was a perfect understanding between the leaders of the "softs" and the 
leaders of the whigs throughout the state canvass. 
Our loss in consequence of the defection of the "softs" has been about 
a thousand. The leaders will generally go to the whigs, and, from the 
best calculation I can make, four fifths of the rank and file will return to 
their old friends. Their presses will go down, unless the whigs sustain 
them to anoy us in the election of delegates to a convention next sumrner, 
called to amend our constitution . 
You will perceive by this, that I am stilll full of local politics. I am anx­
ious to let you into our household, and to reveal to you our family secrets. 
AB we have become one of your daughters, and have put ourselves under 
your care and protection, it is right for you to examine & understand our 
condition. You must look into it as far as you can. I am anxious to see 
matters go right here, if we can make them do so; & I shall exert myself 
for that purpose. We have 1nade a good flght, and our victory has been a 
glorious victory; but I am afraid all our difficulties are not over. But for 
one, as far as your cabinet is concerned, I am confident you will select 
men who will satisfy me. 
Our delegation in Congress will be instructed on the subject of Texas. 7 
Such at least seems to be the general im,pression now. We are all Texas 
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men here, except the whigs, and many of them will soon join us on this 
subject. We go for Texas at the earliest practicable period, & without the 
consent of Mexico, & we are against being the first to propose to divide 
the Country into slave holding & nonslaveholding territory. But there 
seems to be every disposition to make the instructions as emolient as 
possible, &, to drive neither of our senators 8 from his seat. We are in 
earnest in wanting them there, and we are equally in earnest in want­
ing Texas. I wish you had time to write to me on this subject. I hope you 
have. 
I have a favor to ask of Mrs Polk but I believe I will ask the madam 
herself, instead of asking through you. If I take this liberty, I am sure the 
madam wil pardon me, when I tell her that we were once school-mates 
together; and that to her I am indebted for the first permanent rule of 
conduct I ever adopted towards my fellow students. If she does not, then 
I must suffer the penalty she may inflict. 
Here, we hope yet, that Tennessee may have gone with us. It is true, 
the count of Gov. Jones is against us; but I have a letter from one friend, 
S. H. Laughlin Esq. which induces us to believe that the rejection of some 
irregular votes, may have changed the scale. 
I fear I have written too much to get any reply. If you have time, I 
shaH be glad to hear from you. 
JOHN C. EDWARDS 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  Born i n  Kentucky, John C .  Edwards moved t o  Rutherford County; passed 
the Tennessee bar examination in 1825; practiced law in Murfreesboro for sev­
eral years before moving to Missouri; served one term in the U.S. House as a 
Democrat, 1841-43; and in 1844 won election to the governorship of Missouri 
and served until 1848. 
2. James Lawrence Minor served as secretary of state for Missouri from 1839 
until 1845. 
3. Reference is to his letter of August 4, 1844. 
4. The terms "hards" and "softs" referred to contrasting positions on cur­
rency and banking: "hards" favored an all metallic currency and sought strict 
specie convertibility on bank-note issues; "softs" preferred generous issues of 
bank paper and easy credit practices during periods of business contractions. 
5. Charles A. Allen. 
6. Leonard H. Sims. 
· 7. The Missouri legislature met on November 18, 1844, and subsequently 
passed a series of eight resolutions calling for the reannexation of Texas "at the 
earliest practicable period, "  leaving the boundary line between Texas and Mex­
ico to be determined in future negotiations and admitting Texas to the Union 
without a prior division of the territory into free and slave states. Nile's Na­
tional Register, January 4, 1845. 
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8. Thomas Hart Benton and David R. Atchison. Atchison, a Whig, served in 
the Missouri House and as a judge on the Platte County Circuit Court prior to 
his election to the U.S. Senate in 1841 to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 
Lewis F. Linn; he served in the Senate until 1855 and was chosen president pro 
tempore on several occasions during his service in that body. 
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir. Washington Saturday 6th Dec. 1 844 
I suppose a statement of occurrences here, management &c may not 
be uninteresting to you at this time & therefore take it upon myself to 
give you such facts as I suppose may interest you as is probable many 
others will do and allow me to say without any expectation of an answer 
as I know you will have enough of that to do. 
Every body here considers a disruption in our ranks inevitable at the 
commencement of your Admn-first, upon the formation of the cabinet 
second upon the public printer. 
The northern democracy are averse to the continuation of C-n or any 
member of the present cabinet-so is Mr. THB. 1 Rumor has been long in 
repeating his declarations, that if you pursued such a course, you would 
make for yourself a better bed than Tyler ever lay on, that if a "rotten 
egg" was left he would fire at it &c. The repetition of these things ev­
ery where induced Genl. McKay2 & myself to call on him last night . I 
have never met him in a better humor, more mild, in every way concil­
iatory, both of consulting our friends before he made any movement on 
Texas. Your excellent friend Genl McK. will have a full interview with 
him on Monday. I do not believe half that I hear as to him. The northern 
democracy would prefer Silas Wright in the Treasury but they think it 
hardly probable that he will accept & in that event, they speak of Flagg 
or Marcy or Butler. There is no truth as his Rep. (King) 3 says in the Re­
port, published in the Whig paper, that he said in Albany that he would 
not go into the cabinet. They also speak of Gov Hubbard or Fairfield 
for the War or Navy and Jones or Dromgoole4 for the State department. 
Another set thinks of Cass for the State, SW5 or Flagg for the Treasury 
& Hubbard for PM Genl. without specifying for the South. The great 
object is among them to exclude C-n. 
In the South the great object is to retain him. He wishes it & it is 
said that a movement will be soon made in Va. to present his name for 
the succession unless Ritchie can suppress it. Genl. Saunders is sd to 
be looking to the P.O. Dep. If Calhoun is excluded, then many say that 
King of Geo. 6 should go into the Treasury, giving most of the others to 
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the north and that J. Y. Mason should be retained. This I think is the 
opinion of Genl McK. Buckhanon I think will go on the Supreme Bench 
& efforts are making in Va. to place J.Y.M. 7 in the Senate. There is no 
chance for Rives. 8 
From what his friends say I am inclined to believe that Mr. C-n would 
be willing to go to England. There will be some difficulty I fear in dis­
posing of Wilkins & Walker, Bibb & Wickliffe 9 satisfactorily. The general 
opinion among our friends here seems to be, that Van Burens cabinet & 
the present one should be passed & make selections to suit yourself in­
cluding aspirants as the Baltimore Convention did in your nomination. 
Our friends Bagby & Judge Wayne 10 have acted badly if all is true that 
is told of them. 
AB to the printing, the same feeling prevails. The South fears that the 
Globe will be the organ of T.H.B. & the northern democrats & opposed to 
C-n. The Southern I think irreconcilably opposed to it. I see no chance 
of a reconciliation with them if F. P. Blair is retained. The Constitution 
designs & is intended to supersede him, & will probably amalgamate 
with the Madisonian. 11 The only difficulty I understand between them 
is this-that the Madisonian insists as a condition that the Capt. T. shall 
be supported as the Candidate of 1848 whilst the other intends to sup­
port J.C.C. 12 Brown made a suggestion to me on yesterday, which he 
intimated met your approbation, that I should see T. Ritchie & try & get 
him at the head of the Globe in the best way possible. I like the idea well 
& suggested it to Genl McK on my own on yesterday. He approved highly 
of it & urged me to go to Richmond this morning. I was not well enough 
but am so much pleased with the idea that I shall visit Richmond during 
the week. Looking at every thing I think it practicable & the best that 
can be done. 
The northern democrats seem to have entire confidence in me whilst 
the Southern have the same in Brown. I am sometimes uneasy lest they 
should think our Course a concerted one under your direction. The N.Y. 
Senators pro. tern (Dickenson and Foster) from the former I shall be able 
to learn fully & reliably the feelings & wishes of N.Y. 
Many are exceedingly anxious to know the time you will be here. 
Brown tells them the last of Fe by. 
There is a strong feeling among our friends in the House, that your trip 
should be as far as practicable just the opposite of Genl Harrison's, that 
the simplicity of a republican should as far as practicable be maintained, 
avoiding all ostentation & show. 
I mention these little things, the chit chat of the House which may not 
be uninteresting. 
C. JOHNSON 
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[P.S.] I forgot to say it is very generally understood that Mr Clay & Mr 
Webster will return to the Senate & if Mr C-n is not retained that he 
will do so likewise. It is expected also that Cass will come from Michigan 
& if so, so should Van Buren & Butler. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  John C .  Calhoun and Thomas Hart Benton. 
2. James I. McKay, a lawyer and Democrat from North Carolina, served in the 
U.S. House from 183 1  to 1849; earlier he had won election to several terms in the 
state senate and had served as U.S. attorney for the district of North Carolina. 
3. A lawyer in Ogdensburg, N.Y., Preston King sat in the New York Assembly, 
1835-38; won four terms in the U.S. House, 1843-4 7 and 1849-53; and served 
one term as a Republican in the U.S. Senate, 1857-63. 
4. Henry Hubbard, John Fairfield, John W. Jones, and George C. Dromgoole. 
Jones, a Virginia lawyer, served five consecutive terms in the U.S. House, 1835-
45, and won election as Speaker in 1843; he held the office for one term. 
5. Silas Wright, Jr. 
6. John P. King served as a Democrat in the U.S. Senate, 1833-37, and as 
president of the Georgia Railroad & Banking Co. ,  184 1-78. 
7. John Y. Mason. 
8. A Virginia lawyer and planter, William C. Rives served several terms in the 
U.S. House and Senate. Originally a Democrat, he subsequently became a Whig. 
He twice served as U.S. minister to France, 1829-32 and 1849-53. 
9. William Wilkins, Robert J. Walker, George M. Bibb, and Charles A. Wick­
liffe. Bibb, a Kentucky lawyer and judge, served in the U.S. Senate, 181 1-14 and 
1829-35. An early admirer of Andrew Jackson, he broke with Jackson over the 
bank question. Bibb served as secretary of the Treasury in the Tyler cabinet 
from July 1844 until March 1845. 
10. Johnson probably refers to Arthur I� Bagby and James M. Wayne. A 
Democrat and an ally of Thomas Hart Benton, Bagby served as governor of 
Alabama, 1837-4 1 ;  U.S. senator, 1841-48; and minister to Russia, 1848-49. 
On November 26, 1844, Hampton C. Williams, a party operative, wrote An­
drew Jackson that during the summer Bagby, who had remained in Washing­
ton, had contributed little to the party's eampaign efforts and had publicly 
ridiculed Polk's nomination. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wayne, a Georgian, served in the 
U.S. House, 1829-35, and sat on the U.S. Supreme Court, 1835--67.  
11 .  Baltimore Constitution and Washington Madisonian. 
12.  John Tyler and John C. Calhoun. 
TO JOHN Y MASON 
My Dear Sir. Columbia Tenn Dec 6. 1844 
I have received your letter of the 16th ultimo. 1 I thank you for the 
congratulations which you convey to me upon the result of the late po­
litical contest. 
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As you truly remark we have been acquainted a long time and I am 
happy to know that no circumstance has ever occurred to impair in the 
slightest degree that intimate personal friendship, early formed, which 
has for so many years existed between us. I am happy also to know that 
in political sentiment, we have generally perhaps always agreed. 
I was apprised of the delicacy & embarrassment of your situation some 
months ago, and of your letter to Genl Jackson. I received the nomina­
tion at Baltimore as you know without seeking or expecting it. During 
the canvass I made no pledges or commitments of any kind except to ad­
here to my political principles. Since the result has been known I have 
made none. I am therefore perfectly free to consult with my friends, to 
receive their opinions & advice & finally to act upon my own judgment 
in the discharge of the high duties which must soon devolve upon me. I 
have deemed it the prudent course to remain uncommitted in regard to 
all n1atters connected with my duties, on & after the 4th of March, until 
I reach Washington, which I expect will be about the 20th of February. 
At that time it will give me pleasure to see and confer with you. I know 
you will properly appreciate the reason & motives for this course. 
With the kind salutations of Mrs. Polk & myself to Mrs Mason . . . .  2 
JAMEs K. PoLK 
L, copied, signed, and certified by J. Knox Walker. DLC.,JKP. Addressed to 
Washington City and marked "Confidential ." 
1.  See John Y. Mason to Polk, November 16,  1844. 
2. Mary Anne Fort Mason. 
FROM SAMUEL P. WALKER 
Memphis, Tenn. December 6,  1844 
Walker writes Polk about the competition for contracts and offices at the naval 
yard in Memphis; he discusses in particular the office of naval agent and stresses 
that it is "as important as any office in Tennessee. "  Walker points out that "the 
political complexion of this Congressional and Senatorial district" depends upon 
the vote of the city, and the arrangement of offices at the Naval Depot will ex­
ercise great influence. Concerned that only Whigs have applied thus far for the 
position, he emphasizes the need to appoint a sound Democrat and recommends 
George W. Smith. 
ALS. DNA-RG 45. Addressed to Columbia. 
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TO SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. Dec. 7th, 1844 
I received in due season your letter of the 1st of November. 1 I con­
gratulate you upon your election as Governor of New York, and upon the 
success of our common principles, in the late political struggle through 
which the country has passed. 
The electors of President and Vice President have now cast their votes, 
and I suppose there can no longer be a doubt of my election. In prepar­
ing to discharge the high duties which must soon devolve upon me, I 
feel most sensibly the great importance of calling to my aid a proper 
Cabinet. They should be able men, of sound Democratic principles, of 
public reputation, known to the country, and with whom my personal 
as well as political relations are such, as to permit the freest and most 
unreserved confidential intercourse. Such relations I am happy to know 
have long existed between you and myself, and to come directly to my 
object, I desire that you will accept a place in my Cabinet. The Trea­
sury has in my judgment become the most important of the Executive 
Departments. Your long experience in public life, and extensive knowl­
edge of our financial system, induce me to invite you to take charge of 
that Department on the 4th of March next. If you are at the head of 
the Treasury Department the whole country will feel and know that it 
is in able and safe hands. You are the first and o nly p erson to whom 
I have given an intimation of my wishes on the subject of the Cabinet. 
You are the only one whom I have invited to take a place in it. In re­
gard to the other Departments and indeed all other offices which it may 
be my duty to fill, I am wholly uncommitted. I received the nomina­
tion at Baltimore, as you know without seeking or expecting it. Dur­
ing the canvass I made no pledges. Since the result has been known 
I have made none. I am therefore perfectly free to consult with my 
friends, and select the best men to fill the other Executive Departments. 
I desire to have the benefit of the advice of my friends, and of none 
more than yourself. Any communication which you make to me will 
be regarded as sacredly and inviolably confidential, as I desire you to 
consider this letter, and any other which I may address to you on the 
same subject. Under this injunction of confidence I request that you 
will give me your opinion freely and unreservedly, and especially of the 
persons whom it would in your judgment be proper to call to my aid 
in the administration. In the hope that you will accept the invitation 
which I tender, and thus give your valuable service to the Country in the 
administration of the Federal Governn1ent, I shall await your answer 
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before I take any step with a view to fill the other Executive Depart­
ments. 
Will you be pleased to favour me with an answer, at your earliest con­
venience? 
JAMES K. PoLK 
ALS. ICHi. Addressed to Canton, N.Y. ,  and marked "Strictly Confidential. "  
I n  his draft of this letter Polk wrote and then cancelled the following postscript: 
"Should you be willing, to accept a place in the Cabinet, and should prefer the 
State or some other than the Treasury Department, I hope you will feel no deli­
cacy in signifying said preference in your answer. Yours &c. J.K.P." DLC-J"KP. 
1 .  See Silas Wright, Jr. , to Polk, October 31 ,  1844. 
FROM JOHN 0. BRADFORD 
Dear Sir Washington Dec 9th 1844 
I arrived in this city a few days since, and have busied myself in looking 
around me. I have been well aware of the conflicting interests (personal) 
in the Dem: party, but was not aware until my arrival here that the feel­
ing was so intense. Our glorious triumph is the result of our harmonious 
action, I trust we are not now to be robbed of the fruits by dissensions 
among ourselves. Your own personal comfort; the future harmony of our 
party, and the prosperity and glory of your administration, eminently de­
pend upon your arrangement of cabinet officers. This being the case I 
feel that I need make no apology for giving you a statement of what is 
talked about and of what is really transpiring here. I have purposely 
thrown myself into positions where I might obtain a fair impression of 
general and sectional sentiment and as such I give it to you. The particu­
lar friends of Col Benton are detern1ined to have Mr Calhoun superceded 
in the state dept, and in order to effect their purpose have assumed the 
ground that no one who is at all prominent as a candidate for the presi­
dency must be allowed a seat in the cabinet. Of the force of this objection 
you must be the judge; for my own part I cannot see the justice or sound 
policy of ostracising a man from all participation in the administration 
merely because his abilities and worth have indicated him as a proba­
ble candidate for the chief magistracy. This opinion is favored by few, 
very few. The great majority of your friends entertain no such views; 
on the contrary would be glad to see you gather around you such men as 
Calhoun, Buchanan, Wright, Cass &c--men who would eminently adorn 
their several stations, be serviceable to you and useful to the country. 
Whether these several gentlemen would be willing to accept the respon­
sibilities and duties of cabinet appointments I do not know. Mr Wright I 
am sure would not. And Mr Buchanan will be influenced altogether by 
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the Judgement of friends. AB to whether should he be invited to a seat in 
the cabinet he should accept, or remain in his present honorable position 
in the Senate where he will necessarily be the leader of the administra­
tive party. Still it would gratifying to Mr Buchanan to be tendered an ap­
pointment, and if there is one man in the Union who more than another 
deserve the honor I firmly belive i� is fJames Buchanan. It is said that 
New York achieved our Victory; the truth is the battle was fought and 
the victory won in Pennsylvania; we all knew, that if defeated in Penn: 
we would be defeated in New York. The New Yorkers themselves said so, 
and still say so-every man in Penn felt so, and worked according. Mr 
Buchanan took the stump in the iron counties and by reference to their 
votes you will find that they saved us the state. The Whigs calculated 
upon large gains in those counties, on account of the tariff excitement, 
and I am sure that they have been disappointed only by the indefatiga­
ble exertions of our distinguished senator. I repeat I know of no one who 
has stronger claims upon your notice than Mr Buchanan; he eminently 
deserves the compliment of a tender of a seat in the cabinet; and the 
compliment is alike due to the iron hearted democracy of his state, who 
have through their electoral College unanimously recommended him for 
the post of secretary of state. 1 AB it is probable that Dept will not be va­
cated I believe Mr Buchanan would under the circumstances be equally 
gratified with the tender of the Treasury. I an1 sure no appointment 
could be made that would give so much general satisfaction. He enjoys 
in an eminent degree the respect and confidence of the several sections 
of interests of the party; and while his appointment would be hailed with 
pleasure by the great majority, it would be really exceptionable to none. 
I write now what I know-the sentiment of the North, South, East and 
West, alike favour him. 
Will you excuse the liberty I have taken in thus writing to you. I do 
so n·at from_ a disposition to give myself prominence; I write from a pure 
n1otive . and with the best feelings. I have no particular interest to grat­
i(y. Shou Id l receivP any appointment under your administration I will 
attribute it solely to whatever interest you n1ay feel in my welfare, and 
your disposition [to] serve me. There is much speculation here as to who 
will con1pose your cabinet; among others common consent seems to in­
dicate your old friend and fellow soldier Cave Johnson for the Post Office 
dept. Your speech at Nashvi1le2 has been received here. It has won for 
you golden opinions. 
JOHN 0. BRADFORD 
[P.S.] Dec 10: I have opened this letter to say that this morning Mr 
McDuffie offered in his place in the senate a resolution to annex Texas 
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to the U.S. conformable to the treaty already made. Immediately Mr 
Benton rose and gave notice that he would tomorrow introduce a reso­
lution providing for the annexation of Texas. 3 
With this I send you the Demo Union, our organ in P.4  
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed t o  Columbia. 
1. Having cast their votes for Polk and Dallas, Wilson McCandless and his 
fellow Pennsylvania electors wrote Polk on December 5, 1844, and urged him to 
appoint James Buchanan secretary of state. LS. DLC-JKP. Accounts of their 
support for Buchanan appeared in newspapers throughout the country. 
2.  On November 28, 1844, Nashville Democrats organized a grand reception 
in honor of Polk. In reply to a congratulatory address by A. 0. P. Nicholson, 
Polk reminded his listeners of the political rights of the defeated Whigs and de­
clared himself the representative of all the people and not that of his party only. 
Nashville Union, November 30, 1844. 
3. Bradford wrote his postscript above the date line on the first page of his 
letter. On December 10, 1844, George McDuffie introduced a joint resolution 
calling for the immediate annexation of Texas; his joint resolution included the 
first eight articles of the Tyler administration's treaty, which the U.S. Senate had 
rejected during the previous session. In response to McDuffie's move, Benton 
reintroduced on December 1 1 ,  1844, his annexation bill authorizing negotiations 
with Mexico and Texas and providing for a future division of Texas into free and 
slave states. 
4. Bradford's reference is to the Harrisburg Democratic Union . Bradford 
wrote the second paragraph of his postscript in the lower left margin of the first 
page of his letter. 
FROM ORVILLE T. BRADLEY 
Dear Sir. Rogersville Ten. Deer 9th. 1844 
I saw Mr Gifford of the "Sentinel" ,  1 some ten days ago, and he in­
formed that when in your town, some two months ago, you expressed a 
desire to hear from me by letter; to this wish, & to a desire that you may 
so execute the high trust to which you are called, as to reflect honor on 
the choices of your friends, by conferring a safe &judicious admininistra­
tion upon the country, you will owe the trouble of this communication. 
And I hope you will pardon the presumption of this address for the sake 
of the good wishes which have prompted it. I know the difficulties of your 
position & the impossibility for a man who does not see all the ground 
to appreciate it properly. Yet I feel tempted to offer for your reflection 
some suggestions. Do you not owe to your own security & to the future 
strength of the democratic party to strengthen as far as possible your 
own position in the nation? In the event Pennsylvania should be dissat­
isfied with such a reduction of duties as you may deem just to the whole 
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nation, is it not desirable to secure some additional strength to fall back 
on? And cannot that strength be secured in Tennessee & N. Carolina? 
And to affect Ten & N. Ca can any thing better be done than for you 
to pass to Washington thro E Tennessee & N Carolina by Mecklenberg 
Chapel Hill & Raligh on your way to Washington? Such a trip, well man­
aged, will give your friends great advantages in the next elections. We 
can doubtless carry Tennessee next Aug 1 ;  but it is necessary, if we can, 
to carry it by such a majority as to preclude the hope of its recapture by 
the Whigs. For a real vigorous administration, we must not only have 
a majority, but a strong & reliable one. If you should conclude to pass 
thro E. Ten & N. Ca. your friends ought to know it early to prepare for 
it. The party that have brot. you into power, it seems to me are like to 
be divided in their wishes for a successor, into three great sections, the 
friends of Calhoun, Wright & Cass. Will not the policy of Mr Monroe be 
the best in your situation, to bring the heads of each of these sections 
into your Cabinet? Will it not prevent jealousy & distrust & secure the 
support of all to your administration? Will not such a union of the as­
pirants in the Cabinet, secure a submission on the part of the friends of 
each to the decision of a convention? To secure the permanent ascen­
dency of the principles of republicanism or southern democracy will it 
not become necessary for you to adopt the principles upon which it is 
understood Jefferson & Madison acted in the use of the patronage of the 
Federal government, to let the South not satisfied with the ascendency 
of its principles, the possesion of the Presidency & the actual control of 
the government, and let all its patronage, but the purely local, be used 
to the North of Mason's & Dixon's line? You will come into power under 
circumstance very similar to Mr Jefferson, and in his management of do­
mestic parties you will find many useful lessons. In that part of the art of 
government, he has never been excelled. I am happy to say that I find all 
your frinds here concurring in approving the tone & manner of your re­
ply to the Nashville address. 2 It is conceived in the spirit of Jeffersons 
inaugural address "We are all federalists we are all republicans. "  The 
Nation is wearied by the long contests of the \Vhig & democratic par­
ties, & naturally, at present thirsts for :repose; and in spite of leaders, 
will now support any administration that has vigor & ability enough to 
secure its respect, & moderation & discretion enough not to affront its 
prejudices or shock its sympathies. If I understand the present temper 
of the nation it is opposed to all ultraisms & new experiments. Whenever 
we are "well enough," there is the wish to be "let alone. "  Will it be safe 
or prudent in regard to this feeling, as also, the business of the country 
to meddle with the currency, at least for the ensuing two years? A large 
portion of the whig party has opposed your election from honest appre-
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hension of the spirit of Dorrism & agrarianism that pervades a portion 
of the democratic party; will it not be wise to allay such apprehensions, 
by discountenancing these & all other ultraisms? 
I see our friends in Sumner County have requested a call of a con­
vention at Nashville to nominate a candidate for governor, on the 8th of 
J any. Is not this premature? Is it not the true policy of the democratic 
party to postpone the commencement of the next canvass as late as pos­
sible? To let the whig army in Tennessee cool & disband as much as 
possible? If we commence the fight now, shall we not enable the leaders 
to keep nearly all their present powers arrayed against us? Ought we 
not to wait till the new administration is organized & our members of 
Congress get home? Say till the first monday in April? In the next can­
vass the democracy ought to bring forward their ablest men upon the 
stump every where, for every office for the next race will depend more 
upon the strength of the issues and the ability of discussion & less upon 
the popular strength of the men run, than any that has ever taken place 
in Tennessee. 
If there is a necessity for any removals that may be odious cannot it 
not be arranged to have them made by Tyler? So of some other things? 
Will it not be your just policy for yourself & party to avoid every thing 
calculated to hazard your strength, till you are firmly seated in the confi­
dence of the nation? I do not mean any thing more than prudence, mod­
eration, & conciliation; for boldness & decision when proper occasions 
arise as Jackson proved are essential elements of strength & popularity. 
Ought not the democratic party at Nashville to hold a meeting & pass 
a set of resolutions on national & state issues for the next canvass, & 
thus give our friends the cue? By so doing we can, in some degree, par­
ticularly for the state, choose our own issues, instead of having them 
selected for us by our opponents. Ought we not to go, in relation to state 
affairs, for a reduction of salaries & pay when they may be in the power 
of the legislature, to correspond with the increased value of money since 
they were settled, instead of increased taxes to meet the liabilities of the 
state? 
The democratic candidates in this district are, I think, like to be 
Brookins Campbell & Critz for senators, Haynes for Washington, Greene 
& Hawkins, Hord for Hawkins, Milligan for Greene & Dr Martin prob­
ably for Washington. 3 For Governor, it is important to have the best 
man upon the stump, that we can command in the state. Will this be 
Nicholson, C. Johnson, or A. Johnson? 
ORVILLE BRADLEY 
ALS. DL� Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on January 3, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. 
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1. Jonesboro Tennessee Sentinel. 
2. See John 0. Bradford to Polk, December 9, 1844. 
3.  Brookins Campbell, Phillip Critz, Landon Carter Haynes, James Madison 
Hord, Sam Milligan, and Alfred Martin. Critz represented Hawkins County two 
terms in the Tennessee House, 1841-43 and 1859-61, and two terms in the Ten­
nessee Senate, 1843-47. Haynes of Washington County won election to two 
terms in the Tennessee House, 1845-47 and 1849-51 ,  and to one term in the 
Tennessee Senate, 1847-49. Hord of Hawkins County served one term in the 
Tennessee House, 1843-45. Milligan represented Greene and Washington coun­
ties in the Tennessee House from 1841 until 184 7. Martin of Washington County 
sat for two terms in the Tennessee House, 1837-41 ,  and for one term in the Ten­
nessee Senate, 1845-4 7. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Dear Sir. Washington City Deer. 9th 1844 
The speculations still continue, but have taken on no malignant as­
pect. Our friends have all been notified not to put any reliance on rumors 
which they may find afloat. Your address at Nashville is well received­
evinced, as they all agree, of the right tone of feeling. I disclaim truly any 
knowledge of your purposes & assure every one who approaches me that 
no settled purposes were matured in your own mind in relation to your 
Cabinet. I called on Mr Calhoun this morning in the course of Civility. 
He spoke right off of the circumstances by which you were surrounded & 
expressd his opinions ofthe best mode of action u nder them but gave the 
conversation no direction in relation to himself. Your administration he 
thinks must be essentially southern in its measures but so temperd with 
moderation & justice as to create no northern aversions. He concurs in 
your own opinions that you need not be here much in advance of the 
period for inauguration; especially as it is not the case of one party tri­
umphing over another party holding the offices of government. This he 
thinks gives you a great advantage in the way of leisure to look around 
you & to effect gradually those changes in the instruments of your ad­
ministrations which you may intend. If great crowds of office seekers 
shall assemble here & you should attempt forth with to pass on removals 
& appointments, more he thinks would be disappointed than could be 
gratified & being here the sparks of dissatisfaction could catch from one 
to another untill they kindled up to a great flame. Whereas if the work 
of removal & appointment were to go on slowly & gradually, most of 
them would return home during deliberations & when disappointment 
did come, the spirit of revolt would not spread so rapidly nor extend so 
far. He stated that it might be well to give out some declaration of this 
sort in your inaugural preparatory to such thinning out & despersion of 
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the crowd of applicants. His suggestions seemed to me to be worthy of 
communication to you. This was the great error & crisis in Harrisons 
time & you well remember if it was not in Genl Jacksons & Mr Van Bu­
rens time. Mr Fernando Wood called this evening & talked a great deal 
about the state of things in N. York. He thinks a cabinet position should 
be offd to Mr Wright althogh he says there is no earthly probability of its 
acceptance. He thinks it would be taken well by him & his friends. When 
declined, then New York would expect a place in your Cabinet to be off d. 
to some other Citizen of that State. He mentiond the following as much 
spoken of: Cambrelling 1 not much identified with either of the divisions 
of the N. York democracy. His recent employments have kept him out 
of close contact with either & hence he thinks he might be acceptable 
to both as Sec of the Treasury. Mr. Flagg2 is the great financier of N. 
York & the protogee of Mr. Wright & he thinks would make a good Sec of 
the Treasury-clear headed & laborious but modest in hid bearing. Of 
Marcy & Dick 3 he also spoke in terms of commendation. It occured to 
me during his conversation that Flagg on account of his having managed 
the finances of that state so well for several years back & his extensive 
reputation for integrity & business capacity might make you a first rate 
collector of the customs, if some one else was taken for the Treasury. 
You will notice the recommendation of Mr Buchanan for the state De­
partment by the college of electors. Some here think that was very in­
delicately done toward you & if followd by others might lead to bad con­
sequences. I do not think there is much in this, althogh it would have 
been better to have avoided it. I hear nothing further as to Genl Cass' 
expectations. 
I think Johnson & Hubbard of Va. will go over to Richmond in a few 
days. 4  
The Texas question will b e  up in a few days, Mr McDuffy having given 
notice to day that he would introduce joint resolutions on that subject. 
Hannigan 5 said at table, that Benton soon after this notice was given, 
said to McDuffie that he had nothing to fear from his opposition at this 
session. This I fear is too good to be true, but we shall soon see. I assured 
Mr Calhoun this morning that you & your friends so far from being op­
posed most heartily desired that question to be settled this session. 
On tomorrow I shall visit the President on the subject mentiond by 
your Brother. 6 
There is talk here that Genl Saunders would be glad to get position in 
the Cabinet, but many have turned the ear of incredulity to it. He is you 
know an inveterate office seeker & has thereby weakend himself consid­
erably as I apprehend in his own state. There seems to be quite a general 
expectation here that you would have some one bosom & confidential 
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friend with you & conjectures are a float in relation to Johnson & myself, 
to all which I answer that you will bring with you certainly, one bosom 
& confidential friend. But I apprehend not of the Cabinet. A very dear 
& particular friend of your acquaintance will understand that I guess. 
Jones 7 mentiond to night that he heard it said that you intended to 
bring on Genl. Armstrong for the post office Department. Could he fi­
nally make any money by that? Could he acquire any increase of repu­
tation? & finally can any one be found to supply his place at Nashville? 
Who else could escape the daily attacks of the Whig press & the Whig or­
ators for making his office Democratic head quarters? Think of all these 
things. There is quite a rivalry here as to what house you will come 
to. All are Whig houses. Your old friend Dr. Haws is here (at Browns) 8 a 
good democrat of great activity anxious on the subject & I doubt whether 
you could do any better than to come here, where I shall hang out for 
the Winter. Another random sheet you see. 
A. v. BROWN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia; marked "Confidential." 
1 .  Churchill C.  Cambreleng. 
2. Azariah C. Flagg. 
3. William L. Marcy and John A. Dix. 
4. Cave Johnson and Edmund W Hubard. A graduate of the University of 
Virginia and a planter from Buckingham County, Va. ,  Edmund W Hubard served 
as Democrat in the U.S. House from 1841 until 184 7, when he declined to run for 
a fourth term and retired to his agricultural pursuits. Brown wanted Johnson 
and Hubard to travel to Richmond and persuade Thomas Ritchie to purchase 
Francis P. Blair's interest in the Washington Globe. 
5. Edward A. Hannegan. 
6. William H. Polk wanted Brown to speak to John Tyler about a position in 
the general government. On January 13,  1845, Tyler nominated William to be 
the charge d'affaires in Naples; the Senate declined to act on the nomination. 
On March 12 Polk resubmitted his brother's name for that post; and the Senate 
consented the following day. 
7. George W Jones. 
8. Henry Haw is not identified further. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
[Dear Sir] [Hermitage, Tenn.]  1 December 10, 1844 
I enclose you letters 2 from my friend N. P. Trist, who married the 
Grand daughter of Mr. Jefferson, 3 and the only true representative that 
great & good man has left, and who has been most cruelly treated by Mr. 
Tyler, in being dismissed from the consulate at the Havanna. I know 
Trist well, he is a man of first rate talents, a man of unimpeacheable 
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moral character, of  high honorable feelings & bearing, & not one drop of 
aristocratic blood in his vains. He is worthy of your attention & there 
is safety to the executive in having such men near him. Mr. Trist was 
of much use to me--every confidence in him may be reposed, & let me 
assure you, in Washington where is so much intrigue going on such a 
man near you is beyond price. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DNA-RG 59. Probably addressed to Columbia. 
1. Place identified through content analysis. 
2. Letters not found. 
3. Nicholas P. Trist, husband of Virginia Jefferson Randolph, studied law un­
der Thomas Jefferson and began his career in public service in 1827 as a clerk 
in the State Department; Jackson appointed Trist consul in the port of Havana, 
Cuba, in 1833; John Tyler recalled him in July 1841 following a congressional 
investigation of U.S. affairs in Havana; and Polk appointed Trist chief clerk of 
the State Department in 1845 and then in 184 7 special agent to negotiate a peace 
treaty with Mexico. 
Dr Sir 
FROM JOHN M. BASS 1 
Union Bk of Ten 
Nashville Deer 1 1  [ 18]44 
In reply to your verbal application when last in this city I have to in­
form you that this Bank will discount a bill or bills drawn on yourself at 
Washington for the amt you mentioned say $8000, or $10.000 so as to 
fall due about the 1 July next or about the close of the 1st quarter after 
the 4 March, with the understanding that you may at that time renew 
or extend for 90 days or six months such portion of the above amt as it 
may not be convenient then to pay. 
JNo. M. BASs 
ALS. DL� Addressed to Columbia. 
1. John M. Bass married Malvina Grundy, daughter of Felix Grundy; Bass 
served as mayor of Nashville in 1833 and subsequently headed the Union Bank 
of Tennessee in the late 1830's and early 1840's. 
FROM LEONARD P. CHEATHAM 
Dr Sir: Nashville December 1 1th 1844 
As we scarsely ever have time for conversation even when we meet, & 
as no answer will be expected: permit me to make a few suggestions in 
addition to the few words we had. 
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AB to the questions of the Tariff, Texas & Oregon, the positions you 
have assumed are so clearly defined & so well approved of by your 
friends, that we can not apprehend any injuries to your administration 
from either source notwithstanding the restless disposition of the Whig 
papers on the first subject. Whig bitterness is daily displayed in our 
streets: I think it is the result more from desperation for the future 
than the unexpectedness of defeat. The most frequent charge now made 
is the same the Federalists made against Jefferson, the want of skill & 
firmness to guide the reins of government: and I have no fear that the 
charge will turn out equally untrue. 
Under Whig rule, State debts have been created in many of the States 
& the National debt greatly enlarged: for the reduction of the latter, 
much will depend on you & the Secretary of the Treasury, with the joint 
aid of Congress; & if successful, the glory will be principally yours & the 
reward will be gathered by the DemocraL-y. The States being so much in 
debt the people are a little alarmed at the prospects of taxes & therefore 
more sensitive with regard to the nation's debt. Perhapse I attempted 
a more minute explanation of this matter than all the joint efforts of 
our speakers & as Coe & others thought with much effect: it is a rod 
we will continue to wield over the head of Whiggery: & in my opinion 
your successful exertions in lessening the National debt will not only 
give giant strength to the Democracy throughout the Union, but will be 
one of the most prominent measures to fill up the cup of fame. 
So far as I have learned the public sentiment of this State of Ken­
tucky, it is almost of one accord that there should be a pretty general 
sweep of the Whigs from office. Upon this subject knowing your pru­
dence & that you will have the means of judging correctly at the time 
of action on each & every case, I will merely make the following sug­
gestions: Harrison went into office pledged against proscription or re­
movals, & most he found in office were placed there not with a view of 
making political capital: You not only go in unpledged, but will find many 
verry many selected with a view to Whig organization: with a view to this 
latter idea perhaps stronger pruning will be expected from your hands 
than was from Mr Jefferson's:  & he you know not only acted promptly 
on most of the important Offices such as Attorney's Marshalls etc, but 
in making his appointments in States where Legislatures had acted with 
intolerance used the same intolerance in filling all the places with Re­
publicans: in the two States above however I suppose there are but few 
places our friends would press for. But I am saying more than I intended, 
but you know my anxiety that the Whigs shall never regain power in the 
Union or in this State: I know them too well & have fought them with­
out breastworks, too long & prize my countries interest too much to take 
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any pleasure in the resurrection ofWhiggery: & I write with the greater 
freedom, because of our general uniformity of thinking on public policy. 
And if we look back but for a short space we see on what a slender 
thread large matter hang: success in the Cass movement would have 
ruined us either for the 2nd or 1st point: & again you know at the final 
State convention we at first were almost alone in resisting the wishes 
of Donelson & others to have V.B. placed in front; if that had have been 
done you would not have gained your present position, or if you had, not 
with the same unanimity & fervour: but this should only teach us [ . . . 
] 1 prudense, & we will not boast of the past. 2 Bell gave a dinner to the 
Electors on Thursday; on Monday Madam Foster3 gave one; it is thought 
that the old jealousy is still at work. You get a true account of the pro­
cession in the Union, 4 & such speeches! 5 They were just such as ought 
to have lost them the State. Jones I learn was peculiarly bitter: but why 
this shift? I will close with something more amusing. Two little boys 
lately born in my neighborhood have been dubbed J.K.P. On yesterday 
a Doll was sent out to my youngest & she promptly called it Sarah P. So 
the Madam can learn she is dividing honors with you : You may say to her 
Sallie the Texian flag bearer is this day to be married to Doct. Chapman 
a cotton Planter on lake Washington. 6 That will lessen expenses some, 
but there are still six youngens, but all pretty fair looking. 
L. P. CHEATHAM 
P.S. I thought I had said enough, but as I have just received some news 
that may take me to Mississippi, & perhaps will not see you until about 
the 4th of March & knowing, as you know I do, some about the pub­
lic sentiment: permit me to suggest further that it is true we can gain 
strenght by throwing guards around the public fund as it now rests: but 
in any future modification, I would shun the name of Sub Treasury: In­
dependent might do. This latter idea, the keeping of the public funds 
in the best possible manner, & the gradual extinguishment of the pub­
lic debt, will be the two main Levers for the continuation of democratic 
ascendensy. 7 L.P.C. 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Word or words obliterated by sealing wax oil. 
2. For an account of the State Democratic Convention, which was held in 
Nashville on November 23, 1843, see Polk to Martin Van Buren, November 30, 
1843. 
3. Jane Mebane Lytle Dickinson Foster married Ephraim H. Foster following 
the death of her first husband, John Dickinson, under whom Ephraim Foster 
had studied law. 
4. Nashville Union, December 5, 1844. 
5.  See J. George Harris to Polk, December 4,  1844. 
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6. Cheatham's daughter, Sarah, presented a banner to the Texas Volunteer 
militia companies "on behalf of the democratic ladies of Nashville," during cer­
emonies on Capitol Hill, August 3, 1844. Chapman is not further identified. 
7. Cheatham wrote his postscript on the inside folds of his cover sheet. 
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir, Washington December 12h 1844 
The great battle between Mr. THB & Mr C. 1 has commenced. You will 
see in the papers McDuffies proposition for annexation. B's notice of his 
bill. Ingersol from Com. of Foreign affairs introduced McDuffies Bill this 
evening. 2 This is the admn. project. The friends of T.H.B. [and] Silas 
Wright who took ground before the people for annexation but against 
the Treaty are to be forced to take that Treaty or appear before the peo­
ple as hostile to Texas. Mr. C. thinks apparently that he has got the 
advantage of T.H.B. on this issue & intends to drive him home upon it. 
The N.Y democrats will go en masse agt the treaty & I have no idea, that 
the friends of C. will take r4nything but the Treaty. Mr B. is oJtrageous 
upon the subject. Our friend Genl. McKay is doing all he can to quiet 
him and induce him to give up his Bill, which will get but few votes. 
He has before him for consideration, the proposition I suggested to you 
in my last--that we pass a joint resolution declaring the independence 
of Texas and that we will defend her as an independent nation agt any 
& all assaults; leaving the proposition for annexation to your adminis­
tration. This [is] all that can be done, if even that can. In connection 
with this subject is the formation of your cabinet as far at least as Mr 
C. is concerned. His friends will not yield him willingly; indeed they are 
producing n1uch excitement about Richmond & urging vehemently his 
retention. The entire democracy of the North (except the friends of L. 
W-y3) are opposed to it, headed of course by T.H.B. who will make war 
upon him and the admn instantly & I am somewhat fearful that he will 
make war upon it whatever may happen. The northern gentlemen do 
not seem to have settled upon any one but seem willing to abide by your 
choice. Judge Fine (of St. Lawrence) suggested Genl. Dromgoole. 4 
The Sec. of State or Sec. of the Treasury is expected to come from 
N. York & I think their preference is for the Treasury & for Flag5 if 
Silas Wright will not accept. Gov. Marcy & Cambreling are often spo­
ken of. They are both said to be ready, particularly the latter, who is 
said lately to have been deeply engaged in speculation. Flag is repre­
sented by them as one of the purest men, as well as great financial tal­
ent, "of the Silas Wright order" as they often express it. I have heard no 
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other suggestion for the Treasury except Geo P. King of Georgia. 6 The 
Dem. of Maine seem exceedingly anxious to have Gov. Fairfield in the 
War or Navy department as they never have had one. The Pen. seem 
anxious for Buckhanon 7 in the State & occasionally mention his name 
in connexion with the Treasury. Ritchie & his friends I understand are 
anxious for Stephenson 8 to fill that place, which involves the retirement 
of Mason and as such greatly displease his friends. The North West oc­
casionally mention Genl. Cass for the State but most generally doubt 
the propriety of his acceptance, as they intend to run him next time. 
Genl. Saunders & Medare 9 are mentioned in connection with P.O. Dep. 
& also Henry Hubbard & Saunders occasionally mentioned for the War 
or Navy. He called to see me the other evening & commenced immedi­
ately on the difference between us as to men before your nomination, 
& professed that he had no hopes in future of electing C-n 10 & should 
go in thoroughly & decidedly for your admn., of course, as I supposed, 
expecting me to write it to you. The names of Pickens & Elmore 11 are 
occasionally mentioned for the War or Navy. In connexion with these 
difficulties comes the public printer. The Globe is regarded as Bentons 
organ by the friends of C. & will oppose him to the uttermost & will in 
connection with the Whigs defeat him, & therefore B 12 & myself have 
been sounding to have the prospect of getting Ritchie. We fear there is 
no chance but I shall perhaps go to Richmond on Saturday to learn if any 
arrangement can be made. I should have gone earlier but it has by some 
means got into so many hands that I have been fearful that it might get 
out & become the subject of news papers comment. I might escape notice 
if the House shall adjourn over tomorrow. T.H.B. has a great dislike to 
Ritchie & I expect will be greatly provoked, if he learns any such move­
ment. Webster will come into the Senate & I think Clay will & if united 
with B. 13 in assaults upon the admn. would make your position very un­
pleasant. I see Man from N.Y. 14 the other day. He thinks that Van Buren 
& Admiral Hoffman 15 will be tendered seats in the Senate & that it is 
probable they both will accept. I think so too, because Van will feel great 
interest in superintending the future fortunes of S.W Jr 16 as well as in 
sustaining your Admn. Genl. Cass, it is said has written here for the 
advice of his friends as to the propriety of his taking a seat in the Senate 
from Michigan. I do not know the advice that has been returned to him. 
I think, probably he is advised agt it. Mr. Woodbury sd. this evening 
in my presence that you would probably be in the neighborhood when 
the electoral votes were counted, as a Committee would have to wait on 
you to announce the fact & it would be too near the close of the session 
to perform a trip to Tennessee. 17 There is much anxiety here as to the 
time of your arrival as well as the manner of travelling and the greatest 
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anxiety expressed, that you should avoid going to N.Y. or Philadelphia, 
as it is announced in the papers that you will do. It is supposed that 
these pressing invitations to those cities, which are filled with trading 
politicians, are designed to have an influence upon the distribution of 
the patronage & that no purity could shield you from imputations &c. 
My health is not very good. I have a slight return of the neuralgia. 
C. JOHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on December 2 1 ,  1844. 
1. Thomas H. Benton and John C. Calhoun. 
2. See John 0. Bradford to Polk, December 9, 1 844. On December 12, 1844, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, chairman of the House Committee on Foreign Affairs, re­
ported a joint resolution providing for the annexation of the Republic of Texas. 
3. Levi Woodbury. 
4. George C. Dromgoole. 
5. Azariah C. Flagg. 
6. Johnson's reference probably is to John P. King. 
7. James Buchanan. 
8. Andrew Stevenson, a lawyer, served several terms in the Virginia House 
of Delegates before winning election to the U.S. House, where he served from 
182 1  to 1834. He presided as Speaker of that body during his last four terms. 
Stevenson served as minister to Great Britain from 1836 until 1841 .  
9. Romulus M. Saunders and Samuel Medary. 
10. John C. Calhoun. 
1 1 .  Franklin Harper Elmore, a South Carolina lawyer and Calhoun supporter, 
sat in the U.S. House, 1836-39; presided over the Bank of the State of South 
Carolina, 1839-50; and served briefly in the U.S. Senate in 1850. 
12. Aaron V. Brown. 
13. Thomas H. Benton. 
14. A New York merchant, Abijc;ili Mann, Jr. , served two terms in the U.S. 
House as a Jackson Democrat, 1833-37. 
15. Johnson's reference probably is to Michael Hoffman. An ardent Van Bu­
renite, Hoffman won election as a Democrat to four terms in the U.S. House, 
1825-33. He also served as canal commissioner of New York, 1833-35; as chair­
man of the New York Ways and Means Committee in the early 1840's; and as 
naval officer of the port of New York from 1845 until his death in 1848. 
16. Silas Wright, Jr. 
1 7. On February 12, 1845, the two houses of Congress assembled in the Rep­
resentatives' Chamber to count the electoral votes. The president of the Senate, 
the presiding officer of the joint meeting, opened the sealed certificates and de­
livered to the tellers the votes of the electors of each state. Afterwards the House 
passed a resolution calling for the appointment of a joint committee to wait upon 
Polk and Dallas and to inform them of the results. On February 14, 1845, the day 
after Polk's arrival in Washington, a committee of the two houses of Congress 
visited Polk and officially notified him of his election. 
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FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
My dear Sir, Hermitage Decbr 13th 1844 
Having received from my friend Blair, a letter disclosing the move­
ments at the city of Washington writing with a view that I might put 
you on your guard-first All the offices are filling up by Tyler, so that 
all his partizans must remain in office or you be compelled to remove 
them. I have said to my friend Blair that you have sufficient energy 
to give yourself elbow room whenever it becomes necessary. That the 
people have selected you to administer the Gov. on the broad demo­
cratic principles you have made known to the people and constantly 
acted on through your whole public life. That you will, as I believe from 
your wisdom on all occasions displayed keep from your cabinet all aspi­
rants to the presidency, or vice, & that you will endeavour, for your four 
years, to administer the Government for the benefit of the whole Union 
&c. 
There is much intrigue going on at washington, and one that may di­
vide the democratic party & destroy you, and some of our imprudent 
political friends are at the bottom of it, viz, to substitute the Madisonian 
for the Globe, 1 others to get Richie concerned with the Globe and Ed­
itor of it. As far as you are concerned put your force against all these 
Maneuvres. The first would blow you sky high & destroy the Repub­
lican party. The second would be an insult to the Editor of the Globe 
& seperate him from you, whose administration he is determined to 
support. Keep Blairs Globe the administration paper, and William B. 
Lewis, 2 to ferret out & make known to you, all the plotts & intrigues 
Hatching against your administration and you are safe. The Major will 
be faithfull & I pledge myself for Blair & you will be shielded, & if at­
tacked well defended by the Globe. Richie is a good Editor but a very 
unsafe one. He goes off at half bent, & does great injury before he can 
be set right-remember his course on my removal of the deposits & how 
much injury he did us before he got back into the right track-again did 
he not go with Rives a conservative upon the special deposit system, 3 
when every reflecting man knew there were no more safety in a spe­
cial deposit, where the directors were corrupt, than in a general deposit. 
But enough for the present, as I request as your real friend to have, as 
far as you have influence, this dangerous movement by a few politicians 
put down, or great injury will be done to the democratic party & your­
self. 
Whilst I am writing, & uncertain from my situation, how long I may 
be here or able to write, I cannot close without bring our trusty & worthy 
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friend again to your view. 4 You know he is a military man. Should our 
affairs with Mexico & England add a new Regiment to the U. States army 
he is the very man to command it. Should this not happen, you have 
seen from Mr Trists letters I enclosed you 5 that he will not accept again 
the consulate at Cuba. The Genl being a merchant would fill this or 
the consulate at Liverpool well, and to these offices I wish to rivet your 
attention for the Genl. He cannot where he is lay up any thing and he 
has two charming children to educate & he deserves anything that you 
can bestow. 
I have just received from Mr Kendall a concise note indicating his wish 
to be sent to Spain, in such modest & retiring words, & of gratitude 
that delights me-if this cannot be done consistently then any other that 
will free him from Washington and from poverty that can be properly 
bestowed. There can be no delicacy in recalling Erwin 6 -he is only fit 
to write a Book & scarcely that, and has become a good Whigg. In hase 
with usual good wishes yr friend. I will when I see you, have a good deal 
to communicate of scenes at Washington. Beware of the Tyler leven in 
Tennessee. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Published in Basset, ed. ,  Correspon­
dence of Andrew Jackson, VI, pp. 339-40. 
1. Washington Madisonian and Washington Globe. 
2. Lewis, a neighbor and longtime friend of Andrew Jackson, resided in the 
White House during Jackson's presidency and served as second auditor of the 
Treasury from 1829 until 1845. 
3. Conservative or "soft money" Democrats supported Jackson's removal of 
government funds from the Second Bank of the United States to specie-paying 
state banks. Henry Clay's Distribution Bill, subsequently adopted and titled 
the Deposit Act of 1836, required the secretary of the Treasury to designate 
at least one bank in each state as a place of public deposit and provided for 
the distribution among the states any Treasury surplus in excess of $5 million. 
By rewarding the state banks with special deposits, Clay's bill induced Conser­
vative Democrats to support distribution and to moderate their demands for 
lowering the tariff, which had produced sufficient revenues to pay off the gen­
eral government's debt and promised to generate large surpluses in the Trea­
sury. 
4. Robert Armstrong. 
5. See Jackson to Polk, December 10, 1844. 
6. Washington Irving spent much of his adulthood living and writing in Eu­
rope. In 1842 he went to Spain as U.S. minister and served in that post until 
1846, when he returned to his home in New York. 
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FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Sunday night 
Dear Sir Washington City Deer. 14th 1844 
I received yours of the 7th Inst. 1 Our friend called yesterday & in­
formed me that he would be ready in a few days & I shall lose no time 
after examination to forward it to you. 2 Mr Tyler shews the utmost will­
ingness to mind the wishes of your Brother 3 & we are casting about to 
find some place that will suit him. I refer you to a letter to him written 
a day or two ago. 4 There is no necessity for him to be here that I know 
of unless it be to exert some influence on Foster about confirmation, & 
perhaps he could do that by letters from his friends (enclosed to me) . 
I have had a long talk with the President since I saw you resulting in 
nothing important to be communicated to you. He tenders you rooms in 
the white house if you reach here before your time & desired them, for 
which I thankd him but supposd you would hardly desire such a position. 
There are no developments yet as to Colo. Bentons bearing toward the 
new Administration. Nor is it known whether he will relax his course 
on the Texas question-hopes are entertained that the measure may be 
effected this session although I have my doubts. I have persons engaged 
to sound Benton as to what he means to do & the New York democrats 
as to their course & on their report during the week I can form a pretty 
good opinion. 
I have talked very freely with Mason since I saw you. By the bye I 
have heard nothing additional about his incredulity of your success. He 
I have no doubt is anxious to retain his position but expresses the most 
earnest opinion that you shall not be at all trameld with him. I ventured 
to advance the general opinion that if you should choose to employ any 
of the present cabinet you ought to left at liberty to make any new cast 
of position that you might think proper. 
Judge Catron called to see me last night & insists that Wright would 
accept the office of Sec. of the Treasury. I found however he had no spe­
cific information although he says he will [be] home in a week or two. 
He thinks Buchannon 5 should be Sec of State, Wright Treasury & Cass 
of War. Good say I-very good if you could get it so, but I doubt about 
Wrights acceptance & if not then Who? Those three would work together 
in harmony & would like each other pretty well. Ritchie may want some­
thing for Stephenson, 6 but several Virginians deny that Stephenson has 
any very strong hold on the feelings of the people of that State & you will 
consider of course whether any thing could be gained by pretermitting 
Mason & taking up Stephenson. I can say nothing as yet to you about 
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the Ritchie & the Globe arrangement. You shall know it at the first mo­
ment of ascertainment. If that dont take, then something else must be 
done. The rumor here is that Blair breaks ground forthwith against 
Benton's Bill & goes out & out with us for Texas, but I have been so of­
ten disappointed that I doubt it. Mr. Woodberry occupies a room opposite 
(Brown's) 7 & has just said that he expects Cass to be here about the 4th 
March as Senator. He has some information from Michigan to this effect, 
that Cass had informed a gentleman who enquired "that if it was tenderd 
to him he would accept" & we know he can be elected if he chooses. This 
would enable you to notify any one you desired after your arrival here. 
I have not ascertained yet any thing satisfactory as to Mr. Calhoun's 
notions about going abroad. If circumstances should induce any doubts 
as to your retaining him I think he will express himself favorable to such 
an idea & several of his friends are occasionally advancing the opinions 
to him, that such would be his most desirable position. He would thereby 
cease to be the focus of general opposition by all rival pretenders, who 
would give him no rest day nor night, whilst he continued in the Cabinet. 
The main danger as to him is this-If the impression becomes general 
that from his inflamable nature there would be danger of a blow up of 
the Cabinet, others that you might desire would not be apt to come into 
it-you can see now the signs of concentration against him on account 
of his recent French & Mexican correspondence. 8 
I notice with pleasure still that none of the rumors of letter writers or 
others from here, gain any credence or excite apprehensions of any sort 
unfavorable to you or your course when you get here. 
A. v. BROWN 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. "  
1 .  Letter not found. 
2. Reference is to Amos Kendall, who was in the process of drafting Polk's 
inaugural address. 
3. William H. Polk. 
4. Letter not found. 
5. James Buchanan. 
6. Andrew Stevenson. 
7. Reference is to Brown's Hotel. 
8. Reference probably is to John C. Calhoun's dispatch of August 12 , 1844, 
to William Rufus Devane King, U.S. minister to France, noting with pleasure 
King's report that France would not join Great Britain militarily in opposing 
U.S. annexation of Texas. On September 10, 1844, Calhoun informed Wilson 
Shannon, U.S. minister to Mexico, of the administration's determination to de­
fend Texas' borders. The texts of these and other documents accompanying John 
Tyler's Annual Message to Congress of December 3, 1844, were reprinted in 
newspapers throughout the Union. 
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FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
(Saturday night) 
Dear Sir, Washington Dec 14h 1844 
Since I last wrote you I reed yours of the 8th. 1 I have not been to 
Richmond & say to our friends generally that I have declined having 
any thing to do with the matter. A.V.B. 2 after mentioning the subject to 
me, mentioned it to Hubbard, for the purpose of getting him with me. 
He mentioned it to Judge Baily who he supposed had more influence 
at Richmond, as his substitute to accompany me. 3 He mentioned it to 
Genl R.M.S. 4 who came & talked to me on the subject. I mentioned it to 
Genl. McK. 5 Among hands it has become very public. Even old J.Q.A. 6 
asked when we were going to Richmond & many others. The movement 
is looked to among the Whigs with great interest as likely to make wider 
the break between Calhoun & Ben tons friends by exciting the Globe agt 
us. I thought it bes� for me, as I was regarded generally as particularly 
intimate with you & suspected to some extent of acting under your direc­
tion, to make no move for the present & to say to those, who had been 
in some way let into the secret, that I should have nothing to do with 
any such movement & that I had declined going to Richmond but intend 
taking the first opportunity, after all surmises & talk shall cease, to slip 
off & see T.R. 7 letting no body know any thing about it until I learn what 
can be done. Genl McK. approves this course upon a full view. I was sur­
prised to learn that T.H.B. 8 felt displeased at me in consequence of some 
remarks he saw in a newspaper denouncing him which were attributed 
to me. I called to see him this morning with Genl. McK. & made the 
proper explanation which seemed satisfactory. He talked mildly & rea­
sonably tho it is evident he has much feeling on subject of Texas and I 
am fearful that we shall be able to do nothing to reconcile him and the 
friends of Mr. C. 9 He persists in the propriety of consulting Mexico & 
that the object of Mr. C. is to involve us in a war with Mexico & that 
the North will refuse to take part & so dissolve the Union. Nor will he 
yield to the idea of defending Texas agt. Mexico, if she chooses to attack 
her but will defend Texas agt. any European nation. Nor can he be kept 
silent. Mr C. and his friends seem determined to press the Treaty & noth­
ing but the Treaty, so that annexation at present is dead unless indeed 
the Southern Whigs change their course or we can hit upon some happy 
idea that may reconcile of which I have little hope. The impression at 
present is that we shall not touch the Tariff, because it is probable, there 
will be a blow up in the manufacturing establishments before this time 
next year & that of itself works the destruction of the Tariff & this had 
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better take place under the Tariff of 1842 than be saddled upon any Bill 
we might pass. And again, the South (the extremes) think we can get 
a better Bill under the new Admn. than the one of last session & will 
not now probably vote for it. The manufacturers begin to be alarmed 
at the same idea. In the next Congress we may have both Houses & re­
instate the Compromise &. therefore many of them urge the passage of 
McK. Bill 10 now, thinking the next Congress may then take no further 
action upon the subject. Rhett has intimated that he will not now vote 
McKays Bill. It is not yet settled what we shall do. The chances are that 
it will not be touched tho I am satisfied we could pass it. Certainly, if the 
South goes with us. This would be a great relief to your Admn if done & 
yet might damage the party materially, if an explosion should take place 
among the manufacturers. 
I have heard but little more as to the Cabinet. Judge Catron is anxious 
for Mr. Buckhanon 11 to go into the State, Silas Wright into the Treasury 
& Genl Cass to War. The Whig Senators, will reject the nomination of 
King 12 if Buckhanon can be placed upon the bench, so as to get rid of his 
influence in Penna. 
Your friends here are extremely solicitous that you should avoid Phila­
delphia & N.Y. Mr. Dallas has been writing members here to urge you to 
visit Philadelphia. It is generally believed that S.W Jr. 13 would decline 
an invitation to go into the Cabinet tho anxious to avoid the dispensation 
of this patronage in N.Y., which may break him down there. Would it not 
be well to invite him? All here expect it except those who think that all 
aspirants to the Presidency should be excluded. Many think, if Wright, 
Buckhanon & Cass were in the Cabinet & all aspirants they would move 
on harmoniously & deal fairly & justly by the Admn. 
One of your distant relations in Geo. by your name, 14 upon your elec­
tion, went to Cobb, 15 to get his influence in procuring an appointment 
& inquired about the duties of the PM Genl. Thought he could perform 
them &c. He is a plain good man. 
C. JOHNSON 
[P.S.] Burke 16 can now be got to Nashville. I have said so to Genl 
Armstrong. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and marked "Private. "  
1 .  Letter not found. 
2. Aaron V. Brown. 
3. Edmund W Hubard and Thomas H. Bayly. A lawyer and judge from Acco­
mac County, Va. ,  Bayly served several terms in the Virginia House of Delegates, 
1835--45. Elected to the U.S. House as a States' Rights Democrat in 1844, he 
served in that body until 1856. 
4. Romulus M. Saunders. 
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5. James I. McKay. 
6. John Quincy Adams. 
7. Thomas Ritchie. 
8. Thomas Hart Benton. 
9. John C. Calhoun. 
10. Reference is to James I. McKay's tariff bill, which proposed to reduce 
duties imposed by the Tariff of 1842. Introduced in the Senate on March 8, 
1844, McKay's proposal was debated several times before being tabled on May 
10, 1844. 
1 1. James Buchanan. 
12.  Edward King of Philadelphia, Pa., entered politics as a Federalist but 
switched to the Democratic party in the 1820's; he served on the bench of the 
Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas from 1825 until 1852. John Tyler nom­
inated King to be associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court on June 5, 1844, 
but withdrew the nomination on February 7, 1845. 
13. Silas Wright, Jr. 
14. Johnson's reference probably is to Charles Clark Polk or Ezekiel Polk, 
both distant cousins and residents of Georgia in 1844. 
15. Howell Cobb. 
16. In a subsequent letter to Polk of December 26, 1844, Johnson clarifies this 
reference to "Burke," noting that the former newspaper editor "is a very able 
and efficient writer" and could prove useful to the Nashville Union. 
FROM GEORGE M. DALLAS 
My Dear Sir [Philadelphia, Penn.] 1 15 Dec. 1844 
Yours of the 4th instant 2 reached me on the 12th. I was anxious to 
hear your intention as to visiting this city, to be able to answer the many 
daily enquiries upon the subject; but I shall still abstain from giving any 
information, because I hope you may reconsider your decision. It is im­
possible for you to reach Washington without travelling many hundreds 
of miles in constant popular triumph, and this, tho' both you and Mrs. 
Polk may dislike it, and whether you come to Philadelphia or not, will 
furnish political opponents all the basis they want for an imputation of 
a fondness and a pursuit of public display. Your friends Know you better 
than to dream such a motive; and those of your fellow-citizens whom you 
enable to see you by so short an extension of the journey will, I am quite 
sure, be much more apt to regard it as a manifestation of reciprocal and 
courteous kindness. The short time you spent with us would, I confess, 
be much occupied in the sort of congratulation and exhibition which, for 
a season, cannot be separated from your position, and to which you must 
submit with as little shew of weariness and as good a grace as possible; 
but then the days consumed in Philadelphia and at the house of a friend 
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will be days deducted from the roaring public city and central eclat of 
Washington; they would be days of comparative seclusion and quiet . It 
does not appear to me that you need be in Washington before the 12. 
or 15. of February; if you got to this place on the 8th or lOth, you can 
stay 4 or 5 days, and, without the slightest trouble or fatigue, quitting 
in the rail-road cars at 8 a.m. you pass through Baltimore and arrive at 
the Capital at about 8 p.m.,  conveniently after dark. 
I am impressed with the conviction that every hour you can, with deco­
rum, abstain from spending at Washington, before your inauguration, 
will be so much saved in political perplexity and gained in personal com­
fort. You will not have the excuse of national business to attend to, and 
you will be beset by shoals of exulting and devoted friends, of anxious 
advisers, of indefatigable and forecasting office-seekers, and of penny­
paper spies and letter-writers. It is enough to endure this process for 
the inauguration week; to live it through for a month is beyond the pow­
ers of most men. It is certainly the most trying and impracticable season 
of Presidential duty. I invoke the persuasive aid of Mrs. Polk to save you 
from as much of it as possible by a brief sojourn with Mrs. Dallas. 
In the frank and confidential spirit which marks your last letter, I 
propose sending you, whenever I can, my views as well of men as of 
measures, and all that I hear apparently worthy of being submitted to 
your consideration and judgment. If I shall thus assist in the smallest 
degree, in the wise, safe, and honorable performance of the exalted and 
arduous task to which you have been called, at a most interesting period 
of American History, I shall feel a secret and unalloyed pleasure. 
Your short address at Nashville, published in the "Union," 3  was effec­
tive and happy. It has given universal satisfaction; and is regarded, as 
the first kindling streak of a new and auspicious dawn. It combines a 
just allegiance to the democratic party with the loftier spirit of consti­
tutional patriotism. The Sentiment is of fine moral tendency, and will 
bear repetition on a more imposing occasion. 
You will be severely exercized in the construction of your Cabinet. The 
Departments are all well filled; the incumbents are unexceptionable as 
men and as officers, and almost so as politicians; and there are obviously 
some points of private feeling in relation to several of them not easy to 
controul. To me, however, it appears, harsh as it may at first seem, that 
the country expects an entire and undiscriminating change. It wants 
a cabinet at the hands of James K. Polk, of his original and exclusive 
choosing. This, too, is not only the general wish; it is the safest, and 
fairest, and gentlest principle of action, for, where a recognized rule is 
applied to all, no one is found fault with or has cause of complaint. To 
retain some implies censure upon those dismissed, inflicts unavoidably 
December 15 1844 433 
even tho' unintentionally a wound and its pain, and lays the groundwork 
of reproach and discontent. 
I have presumed that you might be reluctant to accept the resigna­
tions of Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Mason, and Mr. Wilkins: The first as an em­
inent southern republican statesman, of great ability and experience, 
who went unanimously into the cabinet of Pres. Tyler, solely to adjust, 
if possible, the Texas and Oregon questions; the second as an early and 
long esteemed associate, of unblemished fame, sound practical talent, 
and of the best political school of Virginia; and the third, as one whom 
you would wish to treat with every delicacy owing to his connexion with 
my family. My opinion (to be expressed to none but yourselO is, that 
averse as you may be to give pain to him or his friends, you cannot re­
tain Mr. Calhoun as Secretary of State without hazarding endless mis­
chiefs, and as this opinion governs the cases of the War and the Navy 
departments, you must be patient with me while I explain its reasons. 
1. Mr. C. looks, and has cause and right to look, and his admirers insist 
upon his looking, to the Presidency. He is thus the head of a certain sect 
and system, which sect and system are not your's, which have their pecu­
liar enemies, whose numbers are great and already organized. To keep 
him where he is would, so to speak, be a merger into that sect and system 
in the estimation of the people at large, and could not fail to involve your 
administration in all the partialities and oppositions of that sect and sys­
tem. Much of that sect and system is undoubtedly admirable, but there 
are parts very doubtful and debateable, to say the least, and with these 
the people have not identified you for a moment. These remarks apply, 
directly or remotely, to every aspirant for the chief magistracy, any one 
of whom, introduced into the cabinet, would necessarily introduce along 
with him the attachments and hostilities peculiar to his pretensions. 
2. Mr. C. is universally regarded as the apostle of Free Trade, and his 
retention would, at once, be a heavy blow upon the republicans in Penn­
sylvania, who cheerfully adopted your wise and constitutional doctrine, 4 
and rallied their majority upon assurances that the government would 
be administered upon that, and not upon free trade. I will not say that 
even this State may not gradually, in the progress of time, be weaned 
from it's existing opinions and apparent interests, but at present our 
condition is such that a sudden and unexpected stroke of this character 
might throw us all aback. 
3. Mr. C. has made some signal, if not fatal, mistakes in his treat­
ment of our foreign relations, and has thus created an apprehension 
that, notwithstanding his extraordinary powers of mind and unquestion­
able elevation of purpose, he is unfit for a post which requires profound 
caution, an habitual spirit of conciliation, and a total absence of what 
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may be termed sectarian and sectional, in contradiction to universal and 
national politics. 
As I wish before concluding, (which I must do speedily) to mention the 
person whom, after the most careful reflection, I should say might most 
properly and most popularly be selected by you for the department of 
State, you will have to pardon my brevity and abruptness. Mr. Walker, 
of Mississippi, is obnoxious to none of the objections that might be raised 
against others, and his merits are conceded by every section of the re­
publican party. His letter on Texas 5 flew like wildfire through the whole 
country, and created for him a solid national reputation. Perhaps no one 
of our statesmen and politicians is entitled to a larger share of merit & 
honor, as connected with the moving impulse or the active progress of 
the past canvass. There is no organized party averse to him; each and 
all would regard his appointment as the natural result of events, of your 
discriminating sense of his peculiar position, and of his own fitness to 
manage the subjects foremost in interest. 
Anxious to say more, and to send you my notions as to the other de­
partments, I find that I have exhausted my time, and probably your pa­
tience, on the State alone. I will tax your indulgence again in a few days. 
G. M. DALLAS 
ALS. DLC--JKP Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that he 
answered this letter on January 22, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. Pub­
lished in Roy F. Nichols, "The Mystery of the Dallas Papers," The Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography, LXXIII (July, 1949) ,  pp. 355-59. 
1. Place identified through content analysis. 
2. Polk's letter has not been found. 
3 .  See John 0. Bradford to Polk, December 9, 1844. 
4. See Polk to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
5.  Walker's letter, dated January 8, 1844, was published as a separate in pam­
phlet form under the title, Letter of Mr. Walker of Mississippi in Reply to the 
Call of the People of Carroll County, Kentucky (Philadelphia: Mifflin and Parry, 
1844) . A staunch advocate of Texas annexation, Walker argued that Texas was 
a part of the Louisiana Purchase and should not have been relinquished in the 
Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819; that the sovereign people of Texas had established 
their freedom and had indicated their desire to enter the union of American 
states; and that such an annexation could be accomplished legally by treaty, by 
an act of Congress, or by the power of any one of the states to extend its bound­
aries, provided Congress so consented to the annexation. According to Walker, 
Texas annexation would remove British influence in Texas, provide fertile lands 
and home markets for the American people, and open an escape zone into and 
through which slavery might recede until it disappeared entirely into northern 
Mexico. 
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FROM AMOS DAVID 1 
Dear Sir, Wolf River, Fayette County Tennessee, Dec. 15th 1844 
You are probably verry much annoyed at this time with congratula­
tory epistles; and perchance an Occasional indirect application for an 
office, appointment, or some favour, pertaining to the high station you 
are about to occupy; and it may be, some of the More wise & highly 
Gifted, condesend to favour you with advice, concerning the duty which 
will devolve on you, the formation of your Cabinet &c &c. 
Amid all this confusion, I beg leave to tender you my warm and sin­
cere congratulations, personally, & Politically; on the result of the late 
highly excited canvass. It is true, I received the account of the Nomi­
nation, with doubt & Missgivings, 2 as to the result; which I believe was 
the case with a large portion of the Democratic Party; but as the canvass 
progressed, confidence increased, until the Party become enveloped in a 
blaze of enthusiasm. It is to be regretted we could not carry Tennessee, 
but she will be right next August. I witnessed the closeing scene of our 
external rejoicing, in La Grange, on last thursday night; A hickory tree, 
planted where the Whig pole had stood, surmounted with a flag, & illumi­
nated with 34 Transparancies; a Balloon raised in fine style, Democratic 
Houses illuminated, a procession with Music, &c. &c. All passed off in 
harmony & Glee; it was a brilliant affair. 
It is many years since I was in the lobby of the Senate chamber of the 
Tennessee legislature; when the Clerk (who appeared but little more 
than a boy) 3 read a petition for a Divorce, in which the petitioner (the 
wife) complained "that her husband did not embrace her as a Husband 
should embrace his wife; that when he made the attempt, it was but a 
dry abortive effort. "  The reading of the Petition braught a deep blush, 
on the face of the Clerk, & caused Great laughter in the Senate. If my 
Memory serves me, the Petition was drawn up by a young Lawyer who I 
suppose to be the present Editor of the Nashville Union. 4 Have weight­
ier matters errased the subject from your Memory? 
AMos DAVID 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. One of the first residents of Fayette County, Tenn. ,  Amos David settled in 
the county during the mid-1820's and practiced medicine there for many years; 
during the late 1830's and 1840's, he served as postmaster at Wolf River, Tenn. 
2. On June 23, 1844, David wrote Polk and urged him to decline the presiden-
tial nomination; David argued that only Lewis Cass could defeat Henry Clay. 
3. Polk served four years as chief clerk of the Tennessee Senate, 1819-22. 
4. Samuel H. Laughlin. 
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FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Sir, Nashville Dec 15. 1844 
According to your suggestion I conferred with General Armstrong re­
specting arrangements for a steamboat passage down the Cumberland 
and up the Ohio when you shall be ready to start for Washington. 
Capt. Irwin's new boat is too large for the Louisville canal. 1 Capt. Jo. 
Miller's boat passes it, and the General informs me that it will be ten­
dered you in a few days. 2 
I received a couple of letters last night from the north and east, one 
from Boston, the other from Albany, 3 which I have requested Gen. A. to 
enclose to you next mail. They may be worth reading as indicative of 
some of the currents in their respective places of date. 
Mr. Blair's son 4 is here from St. Louis, and from all I can learn is 
saying as many good words as he can for Mr. Benton & his father at 
and near the Hermitage. I understand he talks about the importance 
of conciliating Mr. Benton &c &c, as "the mountain" were coming "to 
Mahomet. "  5 Such "vicarious" indirection is contemptible. 
I understand there are more committees here on their way to Colum­
bia, one of which is from Louisiana. 
If, at any moment I can be of any service to you at Columbia, just drop 
me a line and I will take a corner of stage by night and be with you before 
morn. Make my best respects to Mrs. Polk . . . .  
J. GEo. HARRis 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Irwin is not identified further. 
2. Joseph Miller was captain of the steamboat Nashville. 
3. Reference probably is to letters written to Harris by Albert Gallup and 
Lenis Joselyn on December 4, 1844. ALS. DLC-JKP. 
4. Montgomery Blair, eldest son of Francis P. Blair, argued the Dred Scott case 
before the U.S. Supreme Court and later served as postmaster general under 
Abraham Lincoln. 
5. Paraphrase of Francis Bacon's quotation, " If the hill will not come to Ma­
homet, Mahomet will go to the hill . "  Of Boldness ( 1612) .  
FROM ROBERT ARMSTRONG 
Dr Sir Nashville 16 Decmr [18]44 
I find that I cannot leave by the Stage to night but will, tomorrow 
night. 
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Montgomery Blair is here. Speaks of the support his Father 1 will give 
you, and what Col. Benton will do after this Session &c &c. He has been 
at the Hermitage making a short visit. 
We have no news but what you see in the papers; the affairs of Mexico 
are Important. I will see you on Wednesday. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Francis P. Blair. 
TO CLEMENT C. CLAY 
R. ARMSTRONG 
My Dear Sir: Columbia Tenn. Deer. 16th 1844 
I should have answered your letter of the 22nd ultimo earlier, but that 
I was absent from home when it arrived, and have been since that time, 
so overwhelmed with company and business, that I have had scarcely a 
moment to devote to my correspondence. 
Nothing would afford Mrs. Polk and myself more sincere pleasure, 
than to accept, the kind invitation of Mrs. Clay 1 and yourself to visit 
you before we leave for Washington, but I find it will be impossible, for 
us to do so. The only visit which Mrs. P. can possibly make will be a very 
short one to her mother's2 in Rutherford. I beg you to make our kind 
regards to Mrs. Clay, and to assure her of how much pleasure it would 
afford us to pay her a visit if it was possibly in our power. 
JAMES K. POLK 
ALS. NeD. Addressed to Huntsville, Ala. 
1. Susanna Claiborne Withers Clay. 
2 .  Elizabeth Whitsitt Childress. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
at night 
My dear Sir, Hermitage Decbr 16th 1844 
I intended today to have writen you a long letter, but company crowded 
on me, so that I had not time, and have to take the night for it, whilst 
my family entertain the company who remain. This with my debility 
will confine this to a few hints, rather to put you on your guard than any 
thing else. I have many letters from office seekers, that at present, I will 
not trouble you with, nor will I, entermeddle with that subject only in 
special cases, that personally I may make suggestions. 
I have reed. from my friends at Washington many letters. You will 
see from the papers that great speculation is made as it regards your 
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Cabinet. I would suggest, that if you have not written your confidential 
letter to Mr Wright, 1 that you pospone it for the present, as it might be 
thought, as some has already pointed to him as your successor, that it 
was done to exclude him from being a canddate, to succeed you. You will, 
I know, weigh well this suggestion. From all I can learn, all the offices 
are filling with men not agreable to the great democratic party and with 
the view of causing you to meet the oblyque2 of turning them out, or 
to keep them in office to annoy you & serve Mr. Calhoun or Mr Tylers 
views in becoming your successor. I have been enquired of by several 
who I think will compose your Cabinet. My answer is allways I cannot 
conjecture, nor do I suppose you have yet begun to think upon that sub­
ject. But there is one thing I believe you have energy & wisdom enough 
to select a good one, a unit, that will go hand and hand with you in carry­
ing out those great principles on which you have allways acted, and will 
continue to act, and to have no one in your cabinett that is looking to the 
presidency, who, to promote their own views, might attempt to athwart 
your great principles of policy made known by you to the american peo­
ple. Every confidential communication I receive, holds forth that it will 
not do for Calhoun to be in your cabinett. This view I have no doubt is 
correct. You could not get on with him. England is the place for him 
there to combat with my Lord Aberdeen, the abolition question. 
I have reed. a long interesting letter from our friend Blare. He is pre­
pared to go the whole in your support. But is of the opinion, that the 
whole cabinet must go or it may be a heart burning to the friends of those 
who are left out. He speaks in the highest terms of our friend Mason, 
but says the democracy will not approve of his being retained and the 
others turned out. But suggests, as Major Lewis did to me, (Major Lewis 
has suggested to Mr. Richie the election of Mason to the Senate) that a 
senatorial appointment by virginia or a Foreign Mission would be grate­
full to him. Therefore, England, Rusia, prusia & austria, will give you 
romn for all and Spain for poor Kendall whose modest letter I enclose 
you. 3 There will be no dificulty in recalling all these good Whiggs. Our 
mutual friend Major Claibourne called up to see me today on the subject 
of his son John at New Orleans, 4 who solicits the place, there, of the at­
torney of the United States. He, I have no doubt, will be sustained as 
well as any other democrat, and it is believed our quondam friend Bailey 
Payton 5 will not be retained. 
My dear Col. I know your prudence that you will be silent on appoint­
ments until you act, and I have said to hundreds that you have energy 
to carry out yr great principle, and make your cabinet of strong men 
who will go hand in hand with you in their execution. That you cannot, 
nay will not be swayed by clekes, or factions. I have much to say to you 
December 1 7  1844 439 
when I see you. Davazac returns with increased respect for you. I hope 
to see you & your lady soon. But I must close. I am greatly afflicted by 
shortness of breathing, cough, & pain in my side. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DL� Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential ."  Pub-
lished in Bassett, ed., Correspondence of Andrew Jackson, VI, pp. 342-43. 
1. See Polk to Silas Wright, Jr. , December 7, 1844. 
2. Probably a misspelling of the word "obloquy." 
3. On December 2, 1844, Amos Kendall wrote Jackson and expressed his in­
terest in the mission to Spain. ALS. DL� 
4. Jackson's reference is to Thomas Claiborne's son John, a New Orleans 
lawyer. 
5 .  Balie Peyton, a lawyer from Gallatin, Tenn.,  sat as a Whig in the U.S. 
House, 1833-37; declined appointment as secretary of war under Tyler; became 
U.S. district attorney for eastern Louisiana in 1841 ; went to Chile as U.S. min­
ister, 1849-53; and sat one term in the Tennessee Senate, 1869-70. 
FROM GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
Tuesday 
My dear Sir New York December 17th 1844 
Being well aware that the favorable result of the Presidential canvass 
would cause you to be for a time fairly overwhelmed with letters of con­
gratulation and business from all parts of the country, I have purposely 
abstained until the present moment from tendering my warm political 
and personal congratulations. My letters of the 26th of October and 1st 
of November were I presume duly received. In them it was my aim to 
present a faithful picture of the then-condition of things here, and if I 
remember rightly the opinion arrived at as to the probable result in this 
state was corroborated by the event. Your speech at Nashville has been 
read by all parties and given universal satisfaction. High approbation of 
its tone and spirit was expressed in my hearing by several leading Whig 
merchants and citizens who seldom find anything satisfactory emanat­
ing from a Democratic source. It was admirable in its adaptation to the 
occasion and has done n1uch to allay the acerbity of feeling among the 
Whigs caused by their defeat. 
Gov Bouck was for some time in a state of great uncertainty as to 
the proper persons for executive appointment to fill the vacancies in the 
United States Senate occasioned by the resignation of Messrs Wright & 
Tallmadge, but finally fixed upon Lt Gov Dickinson and Mr Foster. They 
are both candidates before the Legislature and have some eight or ten 
active competitors. On this question of Senators there will be a severe 
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struggle the result of which is attended with greater uncertainty than 
usual owing to the fact that of the democratic majority in the House 
of Assembly only one has been a member before. The rest are all in 
legislation at least, novi homines, 1 hence their views and preferences 
are in a great degree unascertained. 
The calm which exists with us in politics is only broken by three 
things. The Texas question. Office seeking, ie. procuring letters, sig­
natures, making interest &c for appointments in the gift of the State or 
National Executives for one's self or somebody else. And idle specula­
tions as to the Cabinet. In none of these have I indulged save an attentive 
observation of the varying aspects of the Texas question. The Evening 
Post, the peculiar organ of the secret-circular set 2 is actively engaged in 
multiplying doubts in relation to and entangling the Texas matter. The 
Courier & Enquirer Col Webb's paper3 has broken ground in favor of 
Annexation. 
Gov Wright is expected in Albany on the 21st or 23d inst. He will be 
sworn in on the 1st prox and immediately assume the difficult duties of 
his new position. 
Be pleased to present my respectful regards and warm congratulations 
to Mrs Polk as also to your mother. With kind remembrances to Mr 
Walker, Gen Pillow, Mr Thomas and Mr W. H. Polk and the expression 
of the firm belief which I entertain that the coming administration will 
redound to the prosperity and honor of the country and that the pilot 
who will assume the helm on the 4th day of March next will prove himself 
eminently worthy of his high responsibilities and exalted station . . . .  
GANSEVOORT MELVILLE 
ALS. DLC-JKP Addressed to Columbia and marked "Confidential. " 
1 .  Latin phrase meaning "new men. " 
2. See William C. Bouck to Polk, September 7, 1844. 
3.  Reference is to the Morning Courier and New York Enquirer, edited by 
James Watson Webb. 
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir. Washington Dec 18th 1844 
It is perhaps proper that I should send you the enclosed letter, 1 tho. I 
know you must worried with such documents. 2 If you knew the number 
I receive you would excuse me for the number I send. 
I do not see much hope of harmony upon the several questions to 
which I have heretofore alluded. The manner of presenting the ques­
tion of annexation is regarded as an attack upon S.W. Jr. & T.H.B. 3 & 
will be resisted by their friends. An effort is making to reconcile. The 
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effort to supersede the Globe, I fear will be regarded in the same point 
of view by them and on that account my omission to visit Richmond 
will operate favorably in keeping down any suspicion, that you are in­
clined to favor the Southern democracy at the expense of the northern, 
for what I say or do seems to be regarded as some evidence of your wishes, 
notwithstanding my protestations to the contrary. If we had succeeded 
in getting T.R's4 consent, then some arrangement with the Globe must 
follow, which probably could not be effected. Then what is to be done? 
They would have expected me to unite in substituting another paper 
in place of the Globe. I will find some means of getting T.R's views in 
the course of 8 or 10 days without any further commitment. The north 
fears that you may lean too much to the South, whilst similar feelings 
are felt at the South. I heard on yesterday that Buckhanon 5 complained 
of the Tennessee delegation on not being more attentive to him &c. I 
called on him today, made proper explanations & am to visit him tomor­
row. 
The chances are now that we shall loose annexation at the present 
session. Mr Woodbury said to me today, that if you should take an op­
portunity in some of your speeches soon to express an opinion favorable 
to "immediate annexation" it would help us here when this question 
was decided, but I need not remind you that the friends of S. W. Jr. took 
ground agt. the treaty but in favor of annexation as stated in the Balti­
more resolution 6 & generally think it should be delayed until your ad­
ministration commences. 
You will have a delicate game to play between the North & South. Most 
that speak to me say, that you should avoid the cabinet of Van B. ,  7 the 
present cabinet, the supposed candidates for the presidency & get Polk 
men who will stand by your admn. & will act without any regard to the 
succession. 
I shall write you again in a few days. 
[P.S.] Leigh of Dresden is with me. 8 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
C. JOHNSON 
1. Reference probably is to a letter addressed to Johnson from Beverly 
Leonidas Clarke and L. Finn and dated December 12, 1844. LS. DLC--JKP. 
2. Syntax garbled. 
3. Silas Wright, Jr. , and Thomas Hart Benton. 
4. Thomas Ritchie. 
5. James Buchanan. 
6. Reference is to the platform statement on Texas annexation by the 1844 
Democratic National Convention. See Edwin Croswell to Polk, November 30, 
1844. 
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7. Martin Van Buren. 
8. Jesse Leigh edited the Dresden Tennessee Patriot, the first issue of which 
appeared December 2 1 ,  1838. 
FROM ADAM HUNTSMAN 
Dear Sir Jackson Ten Dec 20th 1844 
I have not written to you since the election under the belief that, what 
money you had is exhausted in the payment of postage. However there 
is a little difficulty ahead, I wish to suggest but do not in so doing wish 
to draw more upon your Confidence than you feel justified in Commu­
nicating. I see that the people in your County has suggested the 4th 
of March for a meeting of the democratic delegates at Nashville for the 
purpose of nominating our Candidate for Governor etc. 1 It having been 
nearly a uniform rule for the president to select some one Confidential 
friend from his State, in the making of his Cabinet. If that rule prevails 
with you it may disconcert us in this way. We might select the same man 
as it is to be done on the same day that you would select. The people 
of the District will be satisfied with Cave Johnson A V Brown Coe2 or 
any good democrat. Johnson I think would be the strongest, with us 
but if any one from this State is to go into the Cabinet he deserves it 
most. His talents is perhaps suited to the Treasury. I think the Con­
vention at Nashville should have [been] set about the 20th of March 
when we could have known the Cabinet from the public papers. But 
if it Assembles on that day Will it not be proper for you to intimate to 
some one in whom you have Confidence, the person (if any) who may 
be selected by you from this State, so that in our selection for Governor 
we may steer clear of difficulties. We intend to make a powerful effort 
in the District for Governor, and want no bets. We will gain two n1ore 
members in the next Legislature certain. I would be glad to hear from 
you. 
A. HUNTSMAN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. On December 2, 1844, Maury County Democrats held a public meeting 
and adopted resolutions calling for a state convention to be held in Nashville 
on March 4, 1845, for purposes of selecting a gubernatorial nominee for state 
elections scheduled for the first Thursday in August next. Columbia Tennessee 
Democrat, December 6, 1844. 
2.  Cave Johnson, Aaron V. Brown, and Levin H. Coe. 
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FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir, Washington Dec 20h 1844 
I enclose you the within at the request of the writer. 1 You will proba­
bly not decide on it until you come here. I seize the opportunity however 
to say that there is much feeling among the members as to the principle 
which is strongly urged by some, of a restoration of those who were im­
properly ejected. The idea, that if Van was nominated & elected, it would 
be a mere restoration, operated greatly agt. him. I make the suggestion 
generally & not in relation to Danl. G. 2 who is a very worthy man. There 
is much feeling in the city as to removals & appointments. The young 
Hickory club & the democratic association are now but cliques to serve 
themselves . They all acted nobly in their situation & will all be for pro­
scription up to the hub & will then quarrel among themselves for the 
loaves & fishes. 
We have some hope of reconciling dissentions upon Wellers proposition 
for annexation. 3 From the quarter it comes from, we hope it will meet 
the views of THB 4 & extremes on the other side. There is however such 
jealousy growing up agt S.W Jr. 5 that is doubtful whether we can do 
any thing. No arrangement of your Cabinet can be made that will give 
satisfaction to the North & South-at least I see none. Great efforts will 
be made & are making to identify you with one or the other. 
I suggested to some of our friends the propriety of addressing you a 
letter inviting you to come on, without waiting on Com. of Congress. 
They said you would of course do so, as there was not time to send a 
Com. after the votes were counted and for you to reach this place before 
the 4h of March. 
There is so strong a feeling to get rid of the Globe. It is so inti­
mately connected with the succession, that a movement by your par­
ticular friends here at present, might give great dissatisfaction. Genl 
McK. 6 this evening expressed himself much gratified that I had not gone 
to Richmond. Yet if we could succeed in getting T.R. 7 at the head of the 
Globe, it would be of essential service to the incoming admr. Yet I have 
no hope of that at present. 
Dutee J. Pearce! ! !  is exceedingly anxious to know how & what way 
"our excellent friend" will travel. There is much feling at Wheeling to 
know when you will be there & Complaints at your omitting to answer 
as Steenrod 8 told me today. 
C. JOHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
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1 .  Enclosure not found. 
2.  Daniel Gold. 
3. Although John B.  Weller previously had supported Martin Van Buren's 
counsel to delay the annexation of Texas, he introduced on December 19th a joint 
resolution providing for the immediate incorporation of Texas into the Union as 
a federal territory and subsequently its admission as a state "as soon as may 
be consistent with the principles of the federal constitution. "  Niles ' National 
Register, December 28, 1844. 
4. Thomas Hart Benton. 
5. Silas Wright, Jr. 
6. James I. McKay. 
7. Thomas Ritchie. 
8. Lewis Steenrod, a lawyer from Wheeling, Va. ,  won election as a Democrat 
to three terms in the U.S. House, 1839-45. 
FROM JESSE MILLER 
My Dear Sir Harrisburg Deer. 20. 1844 
Ever since the election I have had some intention to trouble you with 
a letter, but knowing that you would be over run with congratulations 
many from real friends and some from the very worst members of the 
party and being myself much engaged preparatory to the annual report 
of our Board 1 I have delay'd it till now. I am sincerely gratified at the 
success of our party because I believe its success and the best interests 
of our Country are identified and I am the more pleased because I know 
that in you the democracy of the Country has a representative that co­
incides with them in their principles and participates in their feelings. 
Two things not always united. You will as a matter of course be har­
rassed on all sides wherever you move and importuned beyond reason­
able endurance for places and as a general rule the least deserving will 
be most troublesome. But I know you will appoint none to office who are 
not honest & deserving unless you are deceived, which will some times 
happen. My dear Sr on this point you cannot be too careful. In my own 
State I know you will have a full share of your trouble, and I know that 
you are liable to be deceived by some of our public men. I trust that 
miserable hangers on who are always trimming their sails to suit the 
political breeze will have to give place to the honest democrats of the 
Country who nobly buffetted the storm in the late unparalelled contest. 
Mr Tyler has done some acts which have resulted in great good to the 
Country but he has suffered himself to be deceived by a very unprinci­
pled set of hangers on for office. I saw them congregated at Baltimore in 
May last and a most disgusting exhibition they presented. 
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Mr Buchanan's name has been suggested for Seery of State. On this 
subject I have but little to say. Of his abilities and fitness you are more 
competent to Judge than I am but I take it for granted they are not 
doubted by any one & whatever representations may be made to the 
contrary from any quarter I can assure you he is the strong man with 
the democracy of this State especially in the interior where the reliable 
democracy is found. He may have some opponents in the City who are 
jealous of his promotion, but I can assure you that if the Counsels in that 
quarter had prevaild the democracy would now be in a state of defeat and 
Henry Clay Prest elect of the U States. 
We in Penna. think it was the battle ground on which the late contest 
was decided as we believe if we had been defeated New York would have 
given way. But all did their duty nobly. Should you in making your 
Cabinets arrangement think of giving a member to Penna. as I think 
you ought Mr Buchanan is the man beyond doubt to whom it should be 
off erred. 
Whethr he would accept I know not. This however I do know that 
many of his friends who would be gratified to see the place tendered 
would not like to see him leave the Senate. We have a U S Senator elect 
at the coming session and we are not without apprehensions of some 
trouble. The Prest. Gov D R Porter I have long since regarded as one of 
the most corrupt politicians of any Country or age and who is a consu­
mate intriguer & manager is as I know now trying to form a Combination 
with the whigs and a portion of the Democratic members whom he hopes 
to be able to delude and lead off from the body of the party. I trust he 
will be defeated but it will require some tact and energy to do it. It is all 
important in the present state of parties in Senate that we elect a sound 
man. You my dear sir nor no other man who does not know this man 
Porter well, can form any idea of the extent, of his schemes & how well 
he practices on the motto "that the end justifies the means. " 2 I know 
not when I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. The Ceremonies of 
the Inauguration are not new to me and as there will be such a crowd 
in Washington about the 4th March, I think I will not be there, but per­
haps may have the pleasure of seeing you some time thereafter. There 
are many things connected with the success of the Democracy in this 
State and its permanency to which I would like to refer but have not 
time now. To maintain the Democracy of this State in the ascendant re­
quires much Judgt & prudence. If you can snatch a moment I would like 
to hear from you. My respects to Mrs Polk. 
J. MILLER 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Miller served as Pennsylvania Commissioner of Canals in 1844 and 1845. 
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2. English translation of a Latin phrase from Medulla Theologiae Moralis 
( 1650) by Hermann Busenbaum. 
FROM BENJAMIN PATTON 1 
Pittsburgh, Penn. December 20, 1844 
Patton asks Polk for an appointment as charge d'affaires to one of the Eu­
ropean capitals and comments on the "political map of Penn. "  Noting that the 
election of George M. Dallas as vice-president has created "a rival interest to the 
'House of Lancaster' (Mr Buchanan) ,"  he warns Polk to expect a great deal of 
jealousy and competition between the friends of the two men and adds that the 
great body of the Democracy supports Buchanan. On the subject of government 
patronage, Patton cautions Polk that any additional favors to the Dallas family 
will offend the great mass of the people. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Benjamin Patton, a lawyer and Jacksonian Democrat, considered estab­
lishing his practice in Nashville, Tenn., but chose to settle in his native state 
of Pennsylvania. He served as U.S. district attorney for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania, 1837-39, and as judge on the Court of Common Pleas during the 
1840's. He moved to Ohio in the 1870's and sat in the state legislature from 
1880 until 1883. 
FROM SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 
My Dear Sir, Canton 20 December 1844 
Your favor of the 7th Int. came to me yesterday. 1 For the favorable 
opinion it conveys, and the honorable and friendly confidence you repose 
in me, I most sincerely thank you. It is fully reciprocated, and I regret 
that my condition forbids that I should yield to your request, and thus 
denies to me the opportunity of manifesting by acts, as I should have an 
opportunity to do if thus related to you, the truth of what I express in 
words. 
Still I am consoled by the reflection that a simple statement of that 
condition to you, will satisfy you that I am not at liberty, either as a 
matter of public duty, of party obligation, or of personal justice, to accept 
of your offer. That statement I will proceed to give to you in as direct and 
simple a form as possible, and in the confidence you invite. 
It may not have escaped your notice that our party in this state has 
not been perfectly united, upon questions of State policy, for the last two 
years. 2 Our State Debt and public expenditures have constituted the 
grounds for the difference, so far as it has been one of principle; and the 
friends to a continuance of our borrowing policy, and to a continuance 
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of our works of improvement, almost irrespective of the consideration of 
debt, made themselves the especial and peculiar advocates of the nom­
ination of our present very honest and worthy Governor, in 1842, and 
as markedly the friends of his person and administration, after his elec­
tion. There was then really no difference in our party as to our Candidate 
for the office of Governor, although Governor Bouck was unfortunately 
made to believe there was a serious one, and that the great exertions 
of these men had made him the successful competitor for it. Hence, as 
an almost necessary consequence, after his election, his confidence was 
given to that class of men, and although the sound policy adopted by our 
Legislature, at the session before his election, has been maintained, it 
has been done against the exertions of those most in his confidence, and 
as many honestly believe against his private wishes and feelings. This 
naturally produced want of confidence in him, on the part of those who 
sustained the debt paying policy. This state of things soon gave rise to 
the distinctions, within our own party, of Bouck men and anti-Bouck 
men, and the appointments of the governor, strongly influenced by such 
as imaginary line, soon widened the breach, and the foundation for a 
dangerous feud was rapidly being laid. 
Mr. Van Buren was notoriously in favor of the sound, debt-paying, fi­
nancial policy of the Legislature in 1842, and yet he openly, upon all 
proper occasions, defended the Governor from the suspicions indulged 
to his prejudice, and especially insisted upon the purity of his motives 
and intentions. Still those who were the strongest in their want of con­
fidence were among our strongest men, most unbending democrats, and 
his most marked friends. This caused some of the indiscreet friends 
of the Governor, who considered the nomination of Mr. Van Buren for 
the Presidency a settled question, to threaten that he would be held re­
sponsible for the course of these friends of his, and that if the Governor 
should not be renominated, he must look for his support where he could 
find it. I do not feel authorized to say that the Governor countenanced 
this course on the part of his friends, but he was unwise enough, upon 
some occasions, to presuppose that such a feeling might be excited. 
All these things, as you will readily see, were calculated to strengthen 
the distrust entertained toward him, and to increase the unwillingness 
that he should continue at the head of the state government. Still the 
fear of exciting division in reference to the presidency restrained the ex­
pression of discontent within very narrow limits, until after the meeting 
of the Baltimore Convention. 
The proceedings of that Convention, and the influences exerted upon 
it, were, at the time, and have been since, looked upon by our democ­
racy with the deepest concern, but happily for the country, and for us 
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in this state, the results of its labours and deliberations were greeted 
as cordially, and hailed as sincerely and heartily, by the democracy of 
New York as by any portion of their political brethren of any section of 
the Union, not even excepting Tennessee or Pennsylvania. They looked 
upon the nomination made as a complete triumph over the intriguers, 
and a triumph of principle and integrity over unregulated ambition. The 
resolution was instantaneous and universally felt, throughout the whole 
party, that its utmost energies, aided by every collateral support, and 
unitedly directed, could alone secure that result. 
Under this feeling, the state nominations began at once to excite 
universal attention and profound interest, and the absolute necessity 
of avoiding the dangers which might attend the re-nomination of Gov. 
Bouck seemed to become more and more sensibly realized by those who 
had taken no part in the scism in respect to him, or who had been his 
honest and disinterested friends. 
I saw the danger that I might be forced into the position which I was 
finally made to occupy, and did every thing which I dare do to avert it. I 
was unsuccessful however, and recieved the nomination under circum­
stances which left me no alternative but to accept it. 
Instantly the report was started that this was all a trick; that it was 
known I would not accept the nomination to hold the office, and that 
it was not designed I should, but that, if elected, I would either con­
tinue in my place in the Senate, and not enter upon the duties at all, or 
that I would look to you to call me from the office and the State, in any 
event, leaving the administration of the government upon the hands of 
the Lieutenant Governor. 3 In the then excited state of the public mind 
and feeling, this story produced a shock, and absolutely threatened a 
pause in the enthusiastic, onward march of our democracy. The mass, 
as was most natural, feared that a fraud was to be practiced upon them, 
and that they were to be made really to elect, as Governor de facto, a 
man they had not selected for the office. The honest and undesigning 
friends of Gov. Bouck thought they saw in it a trick to get rid of him, 
and practically substitute a man whom they did not believe the party 
would have prefered before him. And the opponents of Gov. Bouck, and 
ardent friends of a sound financial policy, did not know the views of the 
Lieutenant Governor upon these questions, considered him as selected 
rather as favorable to those who did not like my rigid notions upon those 
points, and therefore felt that they were to be defrauded of their great 
and vital object, by such a transfer. All around, therefore, the tendency 
of the report was decidedly unfavorable and dangerous, and the duty 
upon me was imperious to authorize its prompt and unequivocal contra­
diction. 
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Every step which led to my nomination, as well as the circumstances 
under which it was made, showed to me, and to all who marked the 
progress of events and their causes as a statesman should, that, if placed 
in nomination, it was not for the purpose of paying a compliment to 
me, or with any reference to any other disposition of my services, but 
with the earnest and determinate intention that I should discharge the 
responsible duties of the office of Governor, and be responsible, so far as 
our chief Executive office constitutionally is, for the administration of 
our State Government, and especially for our State financial policy, for 
the official term. It was not, therefore, to my disappointment that I was 
forced, by the reports I have mentioned, to declare my determination, 
if elected, to devote myself to the duties of the place for which I was 
a candidate; nor was the necessity for that conclusion produced by the 
reports. It existed in the causes which forced the nomination upon me, 
and the necessity for the early and wide declaration of it only was the 
consequence of the reports. 
Yet you will not fail to see that those declarations, made at such a time 
and under such circumstances, preclude, if the original circumstances 
did not as I think they did, any idea of a reconsideration of the conclusion 
pronounced. 
The case of Mr. Van Buren, in 1828--9, was precisely different. He was 
nominated with the Confident expectation that, if we were successful, he 
would be called into the cabinet ofGenl. Jackson. The Lieutenant Gover­
nor4 placed upon the ticket with him was selected under the expectation 
that the administration of the State Government would devolve upon 
him. The mind of our party was prepared for this transfer and desired 
it. Now, as I have told you, the desire and expectation are both different, 
and taken in connection with my declared determination, made under 
the circumstance I have detailed, must and should be conclusive upon 
my action. 
I have been thus particular, and perhaps tedious, in giving you this 
history, because it is due to the subject, to yourself, and to me, that you 
should know the true grounds upon which my declination of your re­
quest is made, and because I have reason to apprehend that efforts may 
be made to fasten the impression upon your mind that this act of mine, 
and my declination of the nomination as Vice President upon the ticket 
with you, should be looked upon as evidence of a disinclination on my 
part to be connected with your administration. Rely upon it, you should 
not abuse either yourself, or me, by any such suspicion, nor would it 
have a shadow of foundation in fact. If I was ever your friend, I was 
never more sincerely so than at this moment; and if I ever anxiously 
wished you success in the discharge of any public duty, and felt willing 
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to do every thing in my power and consistent with my position to support 
and sustain you, that anxiety and that feeling were never more strongly 
experienced than at this moment. But for the confident belief of our 
friend that it was essential to the success of the presidential ticket in 
this state, I certainly never should have yielded my consent to be a can­
didate for the office of Governor, and I could not give that consent and 
remain subject to the call you now make, because the very grounds upon 
which it was asked were inconsistent with such a transfer on my part. 
In connection with these facts relating to our condition in New York, 
and in the same spirit of frankness and confidence, I feel bound to men­
tion to you another subject, which has been, and perhaps continues to 
be, one of considerable speculative remarks and I do so because I am 
extremely anxious that your mind should not be led into error about 
it. I refer to the difference between the vote given to yourself, and that 
which I received, in this State. Some affect to see in it a want of fidelity 
on the part of our democracy to the National ticket, and especially to­
wards yourself and of course impute the disaffection to the more peculiar 
friends of Mr. Van Buren. This is wholly without foundation. You had 
not, according to his position, a more anxious, or earnest supporter in 
this State than Mr. Van Buren himself, and not a true friend of his in 
the State failed to support you to the utmost of his power. When you 
see that the electoral ticket polled more than 485,000 votes in the State, 
and that the difference between it and the State ticket was but about 
5000, a very trifle more than 1 per cent, I am satisfied you will not be 
able to believe, for a moment, that the friends of Mr. Van Buren, as a 
body, could have been unfaithful to you. If they have not the power to 
make a greater impression than this upon such a vote, they must be a 
mere faction too inconsiderable to deserve grave consideration, and that 
you know they are not, in his own state, or in any other. The truth is 
that I have never known the whole democratic party work more unit­
edly, or more cordially, or so energentically, as they did in support of the 
electoral ticket, during the late canvass, from the hour the nominations 
were announced, up to the hour of closing our polls; and any charge of 
unfaithfulness, against any portion of them, of whatever cast of opinion 
as to state questions and the men of our state, would be unfounded and 
unjust. It was this knowledge which induced me to say to you in my 
letter of the 1st. Nov. 5 that I believed you would get more votes in the 
State than I should. I spoke with reference to the democratic party, not 
believing that either of us would get a vote from any other source; and 
I am now satisfied that, as applicable to that party, my opinion was a 
sound one. I do not now doubt that you received more votes from those 
who recognize themselves, and are recognized, as members of that party, 
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than I did, because some of our canal counties cut me off to some ex­
tent, though less than I expected. The true explanation of my increased 
vote, to the principal extent, is found in the fact that many of the most 
wealthy members of the whig party, and especially those whose inter­
ests are opposed to a repetition of the speculating period, desire that 
the policy established in 1842 should continue to govern the financial 
affairs of our state, 6 and consequently do not wish the re-ascendency of 
their own party here, for the present. This feeling was known to pre­
vail extensively among the capitalists and heavy merchants of the City 
of New York, as many of them avowed it; but I thought the excitement 
had risen so high that they would vote their whole party ticket. The re­
turns, however, prove that they did not, and the difference between your 
vote and mine, in that City, being from 1200 to 1500 votes, is accounted 
for almost exclusively in this way. The abolition candidate for Gov. 7 re­
ceived some 700 less votes than Birney, and the returns authorize the 
presumption that the most of these were given to me; being doubtless 
the votes of such members of that party as were originally democrats, 
and that excitement has, of late, extended broadly among our Wesleyan 
methodists and Baptist churches, thus taking hold of many democrats. 8 
The remaining votes were, with few exceptions where personal consid­
erations may have had influence, those of members of the whig party, 
scattered over the state, who desire a sound and safe financial policy on 
the part of the State government. 
I ask your pardon for the long explanations, and feel sure you will 
justly appreciate the motives which have induced them. The democracy 
of this state are as ready and determined, as that of your own, to sup­
port your administration, and look forward to it with as strong hope and 
confidence; and it could not but be productive of unpleasant and unfor­
tunate results, if any of these misrepresentations, or misapprehensions, 
should clothe your mind with distrust upon this point. Your generous 
letter has appeared to me to authorize me to say what I have, without 
exciting in your mind a suspicion of improper motive, while the com­
pulsion I am under to decline your request seemed to call for so frank a 
statement of the grounds, as to prevent that act from giving strength to 
these not very friendly speculations. 
If my time and space permitted, as they do not, I should scarcely feel 
at liberty, after declining the place you tender, to enter upon the sug­
gestions you invite as to the formation of your cabinet. Did I propose 
to myself to be a member of it, I should cheerfully speak to you without 
restraint upon that whole subject, as well in reference to men as to mea­
sure; but as I cannot take a place in it, I think it would be improper for 
me to offer my speculations. And, to tell you the truth, as to men I have 
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formed no impressions, which I could communicate, with any promise to 
myself that, upon careful reflection, they would be acceptable to myself, 
much less that they could be useful to you; and as to measures I feel sure 
there can be no material differences in our respective views. 
My position, during the second term of General Jackson, and the 
whole of Mr. Van Buren's time, has enabled me to appreciate, to some 
extent, the difficulty of the task of forming a good and harmonious cab­
inet, and one that shall feel and observe that subordination and fidelity 
to the constitutional head, which I consider indispensable to a safe and 
successful administration, without enabling me to do the thing myself, 
or tell another how it is to be done. 
If, however, any thing, in the course of your inquiries and examina­
tions, should induce you to suppose that any information in my pos­
session, or within my reach, will be of service to you, I beg you to feel 
perfectly free to call upon me in the unreserved confidence of this corre­
spondence, and you shall command my thoughts. 
SILAS WRIGHT 
ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Polk to Silas Wright, Jr. , December 7, 1844. 
2. For divisions within the New York Democracy over the "stop and tax" bill 
of 1842, see Gansevoort Melville to Polk, October 26, 1844. 
3. Addison Gardiner. 
4. A lawyer, Congressman, and governor of New York, Enos T. Throop was 
admitted to the New York bar in 1806; was elected to Congress for one term in 
1814; was appointed circuit judge, 1823-28; was elected lieutenant governor of 
New York on Martin Van Buren's ticket in 1828; was advanced to the post of 
acting governor upon Van Buren's resignation to become secretary of state; was 
appointed by Andrew Jackson to the post of naval officer at the port of New York 
in 1833; and was sent as charge d'affaires to the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies in 
1838. 
5.  Silas Wright, Jr. ,  to Polk, dated October 31, 1844, and postmarked Novem­
ber 1, 1844. 
6. Wright's reference probably is to the Stop and Tax Law of 1842. Opposed 
to the increase of public debt for the completion of various canal projects, radical 
Democrats gained control of the principle state offices in New York in 1842 and 
successfully sponsored a bill known as the "Stop and Tax Law of 1842. "  The law 
suspended work on the canals, imposed a direct tax, and established a sinking 
fund to repay the existing debt. 
7. A lawyer and abolitionist, Alvan Stewart was widely known for his shrewd­
ness as a legal adversary. Beginning in 1835, he served as president of the New 
York Anti-Slavery Society and presided at the 1840 convention that founded the 
Liberty Party. Though defeated in the gubernatorial election of 1844, Stewart's 
party held the balance of power in the New York General Assembly. 
8. Led by the abolitionist minister, Orange Scott, some Methodist advocates of 
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anti-slavery withdrew from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1842 and formed 
a new church, the Wesleyan Methodist Connection of America. The organiza­
tion's second convention met in Utica, New York, the home of Alvan Stewart, on 
May 3 1 ,  1843. Thus Wesleyan Methodism emerged two years before the divisive 
general conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in which the question of 
slavery was openly debated and the sectional fracture was recognized and in­
stitutionalized. In 1844 Baptists remained loosely united under the Board of 
Foreign Missions and the American Baptist Home Mission Society. The denom­
ination barely survived dissolution when the Board of Foreign Missions met in 
its triennial convention in Philadelphia in April of 1844. However, continuing 
dissatisfaction with the anti-slavery sentiments of northern Baptists led the Vir­
ginia Foreign Mission Society to issue a call for a convention of southern Baptists 
to be held in May, 1845. 
ALFRED BALCH 
Dear Sir, Nashville 21st December 1844 
All the politicians from Maine to Florida and from the Atlantic to the 
Rocky Mountains are enquiring what the President elect will do and 
who he will set up and who he will put down by his mere "sic volo, "  "sic 
lubeo. "  1 But, you have one precious consolation. You can satisfy your 
own conscience by doing what you beleive to be just to your self and to 
the nation whose trustee you are. 
I am grieved to see so many rushing after the spoils of our victory with 
such indecent haste. The recommendation by Prest Tyler of all the mem­
bers of his Cabinet, in his annual message, 2 under the circumstances, is 
in my judgment in the worst taste. Equally bad is the certificate of the 
Electors of the "Key Stone" in favor of Buchannan. 3 It seems to me that 
they might as well have recommended some fat ugly cock eyed old maid 
to be your wife had you been a single gentleman! My humble opinion is 
that a President should select as members of his Cabinet, his own po­
litical family, men whom he can like for their personal qualities as well 
as their talents attainments industry, energy and spotless moral charac­
ters. Mr Madison it is well known extended his enquiries to the qualities 
of the wives and daughters of those whom he proposed to call into inti­
mate political and personal association with him in the managment of 
the great affairs of the country. He had a wife who might be endangered 
by the gossip and folly and vulgarity of a foolish woman. The calm which 
prevails here at present is exceedingly [so] . The Whigs are mourning 
over their political defeat and their pecuniary losses. Some of them say 
that they must wait patiently until November 48. 
Our Govr has stated that he will not be a candidate for re-election. His 
position with regard to Brownlows story about the widow and the Her-
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mitage Church would be painful enough to any man but such a wholly 
unscrupulous one as he is. His defence just published 4 is disrespectful 
to the General cringing to that Miscreant Brownlow and mortifying to 
those of his adherents who have any regard for truth and honor. The 
feelings of some of them are revolted at the whole affair. 
It seems that the Honorable Wilson Shannon is no great Diploma­
tist. 5 The contrast between his official notes and the chaste elevated 
dispatches of Marshall and Madison is striking enough. 6 The news from 
Washington is that he will be rejected by the Senate. It is certain that 
his abilities are not equal to his new position. Mr Tyler I fear will make 
another nomination for he appears to be determined to block the game 
up on you. But, I trust that the senate will resist. 
Ritchie in one of his last papers comes out like a gentleman in regard 
to the new Cabinet. He says let Mr Polk take whomsoever he pleases as 
the members of his Cabinet. Let him please himself. This is liberal and 
it is right in itself. 
You have much trouble before you. But, if you can make a good start 
you will get forward triumphantly. The old adage is as true as trite that 
a good beginning makes a good ending. You have my most ardent wishes 
for your success. 
The President of the U States must always remember that every word 
which he utters and every act which he does is of consequence: and it is 
so even with his immediate family. His wife is of the greatest importance 
to him & In this particular you are most happily situated. A Christian 
woman however elevated by the elevation of her husband whose distinc­
tions she reflects can never be at a loss what character to assume, above 
all others, before the matrons of the Land. 
ALFRED BALCH 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Latin phrase meaning "thus I will, thus I command. "  Balch is probably 
paraphrasing Juvenal, Satires, VI, line 223. 
2.  Near the end of his annual message, John Tyler praised "the zeal and un­
tiring industry" of his cabinet. 
3. See John 0. Bradford to Polk, December 9, 1844. 
4. On December 16, 1844, James C. Jones wrote Caleb C. Norvell, editor of 
the Nashville Whig, a letter in which Jones defended his conduct during the 
controversy over an alleged attempt by Andrew Jackson to expel a widow from 
the Hermitage Presbyterian Church. Jones' letter appeared in the Nashville 
Whig on December 19, 1844. 
5. Balch's reference probably is to a letter from Wilson Shannon, the U.S. 
minister to Mexico, to Manuel Crescencio Rej6n, Mexico's minister of foreign 
relations; written on October 14, 1844, Shannon's letter was one of the docu­
ments accompanying Tyler's annual message. In his letter Shannon attacks the 
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Mexican government for its proposed invasion of Texas and denounces in par­
ticular "the barbarous mode in which the government of Mexico has proclaimed 
to the world it is her intention to conduct the war." For a copy of this letter, see 
the Washington Globe, December 6, 1844. Shannon's charges initiated a heated 
exchange of letters with Rej6n; their correspondence appeared in newspapers 
throughout the country. 
6. John Marshall and James Madison. Chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
from 1801  until 1835, Marshall served briefly as secretary of state under John 
Adams, 1800-01 .  
TO CAVE JOHNSON 
[Dear Sir, ] [Columbia, Tenn. ]  December 21 ,  1844 
I have received your several letters of the 1st, 6th, and 12th Instant, 
for which I thank you. I should have written you more frequently but 
that every moment of my spare time has been occupied by company or 
other indispensable engagements, and even now I seized a moment to 
write you very hastily. I will leave here between the 1st and lOth of 
February, it being my intention to reach Washington about the 20th. I 
prefer to stop at Coleman 's (formerly Gadsby's) to any other place. On 
yesterday I wrote to Brown and Judge Catron 1 to engage apartments at 
Coleman 's for me, provided they could make a bargain in advance that 
I might know precisely what I had to pay. You know I have no money to 
spend unnecessarily, and to avoid being subjected to an extravagant or 
enormous charge, it is necessary that a distinct bargain shall be made in 
advance. A gentleman called on me on yesterday who left Washington 
ten days ago. He informed me that Coleman 2 showed him rooms which 
he had reserved for me, that he asked him what he charged for them, and 
that Coleman repliedjust what I pleased. Now I will not take them upon 
such terms. I must know before-hand, distinctly what his terms are. I 
greatly prefer to go to Coleman's and will do so, if his charges are not 
exorbitant and beyond all reason. Will you see Brown and tell him so. As 
to the route which I will travel I take the same view that you do. 3 I shall 
take a boat at Nashville, and travel the usual route by the River to Wheel­
ing, and then direct to Washington. I have already declined numerous 
invitations to depart from the main route and visit various places. I shall 
travel with as little ostentation or parade as possible, stopping only a few 
hours, as I shall be compelled to do, at the principal towns on the route. 
Such an idea as visiting Phila. and New York never entered my mind. 
All the speculations at Washington and in the newspapers about my 
Cabinet, you may rely upon it, are mere speculations. I would write you 
freely upon this subject, but for the danger that my letter might possibly 
456 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
fall into other hands before it reached you and because I expect to see you 
in full time (20th Feby.) to confer freely and unreservedly with you. In 
the meantime I will thank you to keep me advised of all the speculation, 
opinions, and wishes which you may have on the subject. One thing I can 
say to you, and that is, that I am under no pledges or commitments to 
any of the cliques (if such exist) mentioned by the newspapers. My object 
will be to do my duty to the country, and I do not intend if I can avoid it, 
that my counsels shall be distracted by the supposed or not conflicting 
intents of those cliques. Another thing I will say, that I will if I can have 
a united and harmonious set of cabinet counsellors, who will have the 
existing administration and the good of the country more at heart than 
the question who shall succeed me, and that in any event I intend to be 
myself President of the U.S. I shall rely much on you for the information 
which you may give me, which I hope may be free and unreserved. As to 
the press which may be regarded as the Government organ, one thing is 
settled in my mind. It must have no connection with, nor be under the 
influence or control of any clique or portion of the party which is making 
war upon any other portion of the party, with a view to the succession 
and not with a view to the success of my administration. I think the view 
you take of it proper and of the proposed arrangement the best that can 
be made. 4 I hope it may be effected. 
[JAMES K. POLK] 
P.S. May I ask you to see Brown and Judge Catron, and if necessary 
confer with them about engaging apartments at Coleman 's. I prefer that 
to any other house, if the terms are at all reasonable. 
PL. Published in THM, I, pp. 253-55. Addressed to Washington, D.C., and 
marked "Private and Confidential. "  
1 .  Letters not found. 
2. Samuel S. Coleman was the proprietor of the National Hotel, which was 
also known as Coleman's Hotel. 
3. See Cave Johnson to Polk, December 6, 1844. 
4. Polk's reference is to Johnson's proposed Richmond trip to sound out 
Thomas Ritchie about becoming the editorial spokesman of Polk's administra­
tion. See Cave Johnson to Polk, December 6 and 12, 1844. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
(at night) 
Dear Sir Washington City Deer 23rd 1844 
You must not be impatient. Our friend 1 has been sick a few days-has 
sent me for examination about half to be returned with my comments 
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& then the whole to be finishd & polishd, say all by the first January 
or sooner. So far it is a happy conception for instance in allusion to the 
Union: 
"If this be not enough, if that freedom of thought word and action 
given by his Creator to fallen man & left by human institutions as free 
as they were given, are not sufficient to lead him into the paths of liberty 
& peace, whither shall he turn? Has the sword proved to be a safer and 
surer instrument of reform than enlighten'd reason? Does he expect to 
find among the ruins of this Union a happier abode for our swarming 
millions, than they now have under its lofty arch & among its beauti­
ful columns? 2 No, my countrymen never, untill like the blind Israelite 3 
in the Temple of the Philistines we find ourselves in chains and dis­
pair, shall we be justified in thrusting those pillars from their base; For 
whenere we do, we shall like him be crushed by their fall. " 
It will be surely ready in time & finishd with a polish suitable to the 
occasion. I shall enclose it to you under an envelope to Our friend J. H. 
Thomas but securely sealed so that he shall be aware of contents. 
Mr Burk 4 called last night & seemed desirous to know if I thought 
New England would have a Cabinet officer. He seemed disposed to com­
municate the views of Govr Hubbard to be such as not to embarrass you 
if you found you could not well do it & had no thought of offering him 
a position then through Burk he could get an intimation & by his previ­
ous declarations place himself right in anticipation of such result. I dont 
suppose there is much in this for Burk admitted that if an appointment 
was intended for N Hampshire or New England, that of Mr. Woodberry 5 
would be much more acceptable-that old federal blood would be thrown 
up against Hubbard pretty strong. Moreover if you found it difficult to 
give a Cabenet office to New England, there are several of the minor 
ones (3d Assistant P. Master, Patent office, Pension agent, Auditor &c) 
that would do well for that region where salaries are low &c. Some such 
position as one of these would be well bestowed on Burk quite a favorite 
in that quarter & a man of quiet but decided ability. 
The Ritchie affair is getting along slowly. Johnson did not & would not 
go. He feared some new paper squibs at him & I feared he was rather 
indifferent about any matter that was against the Globe Benton & Co. 
but perhaps I was wrong. Judge Bayly his confidential friend has written 
to him & after all this may do as well as visit. Ritchie is afraid to come 
here & we rather so to go there to see him. But there is time enough 
yet. If my road is blocked there I shall then go for sinking Blair & Rives 
into Proprietors only & putting the political controul (absolute) into the 
hands of a new Editor & that man Burk would not be a bad one, but 
more of this when things take that turn. 
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Blair will hardly be much opposed if at all to this course if he sees that 
Benton means to be antagonistical to your administration as many of 
his Western friends think likely enough. He shews no mitigation of his 
opposition & nothing but instructions plain & powerful can subdue him. 
Many of his expressions are current in the City which lead me to think 
he will be troublesome & disaffected, if he is not allowed to sway & direct 
every think at his pleasure & possibly may go clean off, but be assured 
he will take none with him. Both of the New York Senators6 go with us 
on Texas & I think that I & Judge Douglas last night, at my room, have 
fixd up a proposition of annexation which will be satisfactory to the New 
York democrats & which will succeed. I invite your attention to it, it 
will be in the Globe of the morning 7 & I take some pride in presenting it 
as a document of some merit. On the whole I expect annexation at this 
session. If we pass it in the house & the Wright interest goes with us, 
Benton rather than be solitary & alone, will ease off & let it go in the 
Senate. Wo! Wo! be it to any one or 2 or 3 Democrats of the Senate who 
might defeat it, after its passage in the house! Applications for office 
to me "the President elect ad interim" are numerous. I sign for none 
promise all, when I am elected, but note the important cases in a book 
of remembrance. So must you. Fold up & file such letters to themselves 
where practicable & by keeping a blank Book you can make a short en­
try that will help your memory & simplify matters very much. I assure 
every one not to be impatient nor in a hurry to send on but wait-that 
you will not do things in a hurry but to do it well you will do it slowly. My 
time is incessantly occupied. My committee8 this session is the great lab­
oratory of business for the house. The Oregon & N ebrask Territories & 
the admission of Iowa & Florida, are all great matters under my charge: 
& then the Texas question calling for much very much of 1ny time & best 
powers of negotiation & conciliation, gives me full employment. Not to 
say any thing of my Defence of you & Genl Jackson against "Old Malig­
nant." 9 By the bye I question if you are aware of the extent of his abuse 
throughout Massachusetts against all of us. It is Known here, & my re­
ply is heartily received by all our friends & hailed as conclusive in every 
quarter of the country. I hope it has been acceptible to the culprits whose 
object it was to defend. 
Present my best respects to Mrs. Polk with the full right & privelege 
of inspecting any of the letters I write to you: & with the further request 
that if she or any of her female friends being in Nashville can enquire 
after my Dear little girls 10 & see them with a few words of interest & 
advice it will be very gratifying to me. Indeed I scarcely can think or 
write of them but with emotions which I cannot express. 
A. v. BROWN 
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[P.S.] Tell the Major 1 1  to be patient & assured that Johnson & myself 
will do every think that can be done to meet his wishes. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Amos Kendall. 
2. A revised version of this sentence and the preceding one appeared in Polk's 
inaugural address. 
3. Kendall's allusion is the Old Testament account of Samson's death. Judges 
16:25-30. 
4. Edmund Burke. 
5. Levi Woodbury. 
6. Daniel S.  Dickinson and Henry A Foster. 
7. On December 23, 1 844, the Washington Globe reported that Stephen 
Douglas had introduced a joint resolution for the annexation of Texas "in con­
formity with the treaty of 1803 for the purchase of Louisiana. " 
8. Brown was the chairman of the U.S. House Committee on the Territories. 
9. On December 14, 1844, the Washington Globe published Aaron V. Brown's 
address "To the Public at Large, and to the Constituents of the Hon. John 
Quincy Adams in Particular. " In the address Brown responded to speeches of 
"the old man malignant" at Boston, Weymouth Landing, and Bridgewater in 
which Adams had bitterly attacked Andrew Jackson, Polk, and those who sup­
ported Texas annexation. 
10. Brown's reference is to his daughters Laura Louise and Myra M. Brown. 
1 1. Brown's reference probably is to William H. Polk's quest for a government 
position. See Aaron V. Brown to Polk, December 14, 1844. 
FROM ANDREW JACKSON 
My dear Col, Hermitage Decbr. 23rd 1844 
By some fatality, in sending you letters, the one for president Tyler 
in pursuance of your request, and agreable to the recommendation of 
Doctor Hays, & l\1r Lantry, 1 was omitted altho written long since. Major 
Lewis having wrote me, which was received on saturday night, which 
drew my attention to this subject and I found the letter now enclosed 
to you, 2 amonghst those letters reed, & for your perusal, which I have 
retained for your perusal when you con1e to see me. I am worn down with 
letters for you & I am determined not to interfere with appointments 
further than to give you my friendly opinion on the subject. My whole 
Houshold salute you & yours. Expect to see you soon at the Hermitage. 
ANDREW JACKSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. John B. Hays and Hillary Langtry. Hays, a Columbia physician, was the 
husband of Polk's youngest sister, Ophelia Clarissa Polk. 
2. Enclosure not found. 
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FROM FERNANDO WOOD 
My dear Sir New York Deer. 23 1844 
If it is deemed advisable to select one gentleman from this state for The 
Cabinet, as I am confident it will be, it is the duty of competent persons to 
offer their opinion as to the selection. I shall now offer my own with the 
utmost deference and respect, and it is done with an intimate knowledge 
of the wishes of our people, our younger democracy more particularly 
with whom I am identified. Were it possible to take the sense of the 
democracy of this state I am confident that eight tenths would name 
Hon C C Cambreling as the man of their choice. 
For twenty years this gentleman has held the unshaken confidence of 
our people. They have tried him through the most difficult periods, and 
he was never known to falter. Of irreproachable private integrity, great 
sincerity of manners and sterling democracy we all feel that he is the 
man. Of his capacity and peculiar fitness for executive duties it is un­
necessary to write. His associations with you in the House of Represen­
tatives makes your own knowledge on this point better than mine. An 
additional reason why he is preferable to any gentleman named for your 
cabinet from this state is that he is in no way identified with the local 
difficulties which have so long divided us. His absence from the country 
during the most exciting disscusions left him entirely out of it and with­
out loss of confidence of either of the contending factions. Each of the 
persons named for your selection, except him, have been fully identified 
with this contest. Govr Marcy was the head of the anti sub-treasury, con­
servative democratic party and has been known as the leader of the anti­
liberals ever since. Besides his pecuniary embarrassments entirely unfit 
him. He is much in debt; hopelessly so! Mr. Flagg is a sterling democrat 
and true man, but unfortunately the leader of the other branch of the 
party. He is an ultra "Barn Burner," and however unexceptionable he 
is as a man the appointment could not fail to give great dissatisfaction 
to a very large and reputable part of the party. Besides these, Mr. Tracy 
of Buffalo 1 is the only gentleman named. He is only known to us as a 
reputable lawyer who in 1840 was an active Whig and strongly tinctured 
with abolitionism . 
Now my dear Sir I hope you will receive this letter in the spirit in 
which it is written-to give the true feelings of the great party of the 
Empire state. No man has done more here to produce the result than 
he. Continually active and vigilant he has contributed in every way as 
much as any other man in this section of country. 
FERNANDO WooD 
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ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1 .  Albert Haller Tracy of Buffalo, N.Y. ,  was elected as a Democrat to three 
terms in the U.S. House, 1819-25. He refused a cabinet appointment in the 
administration of John Q. Adams; served in the New York State Senate from 
1830 until 1837; ran unsuccessfully as a Whig for the U.S. Senate in 1839; and 
declined a place in the cabinet of John Tyler. 
FROM ANDREW J. DONELSON 
Dr. Sir, New Orleans Deer 24: 1844 
I am here for a few days for the purpose of communicating a little more 
freely and frequently with the Government on the Texan subject. 
As far as Texas is concerned the question of annexation is safe. Her 
people have taken your election as evidence of a sincere sympathy on the 
part of the U States, with their cause, and as reparation for the injury 
they have sustained by the long postponement of their wishes. 
It remains for our Government to do their duty now and pass the res­
olution of Mr McDuffie. 1 The sooner it is done the better. 
I have sent a dispatch to the Government calculated to enforce the 
necessity of early action, having obtained an assurance from Texas that 
nothing would be done by her Government to change her position on the 
subject. 
I have a letter from Mr. Butler of New York since the election, advert­
ing to the noble part performed by that state in the election. You will 
have a difficult task in adjusting the conflicting expectations of what is 
already termed in the papers the New York and So. Carolina influence. 
Much is due to Mr Van Buren as the first choice of a majority of the Balti­
more convention, and as a victim to the Humbuggeries of 1840. I would 
therefore consult him. My belief is that a full interchange of sentiment 
between him & Mr Calhoun would leave you unembarrassed, as neither 
of them can desire any thing but to secure you the most efficient support 
of the principles and measures of the Republican party. 
You are the President of the nation, elevated by the voice of a party 
whose prominent objects have been defined by severe trials and many 
hard fought battles. As the instrument of this party acting for the whole 
country you are entitled of course to all the aid its most experienced 
members can give. And I trust that when your administration closes you 
will have the satisfaction of feeling that the American people will find in 
your conduct additional proofs of the efficacy of Republican principles, 
and new motives for sustaining and perpetuating them. 
I would be glad to visit my home before I return to Texas, but do not 
feel at liberty to do so without further advices from Washington. 
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With my kind regards to Mrs Polk . . . .  
A. J. DONELSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Nashville care of Robert Armstrong and marked 
"Private." 
1 .  See Cave Johnson to Polk, December 12, 1844. 
FROM J. GEORGE HARRIS 
My Dear Sir Nashville Dec. 24. 1844 
The Louisiana Committee 1 appear very desirous that a publication 
should be made of the interview between them and yourself at the 
Nashville Inn this morning; and Dr DeShields and Judge Bosworth2 
have requested me to attend to it, giving me the "notes" of the Dr's 
speech, and requesting that I will give a summary of your reply as pro­
nounced in my hearing. 
The object of this present writing is to make the private inquiry 
whether you would prefer the substance of your speech given, or merely 
some running remarks upon its fitness for the occasion? 
As they seem to regret very much the necessity which compels you 
to decline their invitation to New Orleans, perhaps their sorrow would 
be somewhat alleviated by a publication of the cordial and kind senti­
ments with which you received them. If you think so, and are disposed 
to gratify them, please drop a little abstract of your reply (especially that 
portion referring to the purchase of La & the annexation of Texas) into 
the P.O. addressed to Genl Armstrong, and I will see that it is attended 
to according to such directions as you may please to give. 3 
Or, if the running editorial will suffice, give the subject no thought, for 
I will see to it. 
J. GEO. HARRIS 
[P.S.] A right happy and merry Christmas to yourself, your lady, relatives, 
& friends. J.G.H.  
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed t o  Murfreesboro, Tenn. , i n  care o f  the postmaster, 
Greenville T. Henderson. 
1. A committee of Democrats, including Felix Bosworth, Jeremiah Y. Dashiell, 
J. S. Crockett, James S. McFarlane, J. M. P. Richardson, and A D. Green, from 
New Orleans, La. ,  arrived in Nashville on December 22, 1844, to deliver an invi­
tation to Polk and Andrew Jackson to attend the anniversary celebration of the 
Battle of New Orleans to be held in that city on January 8, 1845. 
2. Jeremiah Y. Dashiell and Felix Bosworth. A physician from Maryland, 
Dashiell helped to establish the Louisville Medical College; he practiced medicine 
in Mississippi and Louisiana before removing to Texas in 1849; there he served 
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for a time as editor of the San Antonio Herald. Felix Bosworth, a native of Ten­
nessee, resided in Carroll Parish, La. 
3. See Polk to Felix Bosworth et al., December 31 ,  1844. Harris subsequently 
advised Polk that his reply to the Louisiana invitation would be published in the 
Nashville Union on January 7, 1845. Harris to Polk, January 4, 1845. ALS. 
DLC-JKP. 
FROM JOHN POPE 
Dr Sir Little Rock Arkansas Dec 25th [1844] 1 
I presume that you are elected to the Presidency of the United States 
and I must be permitted to say that few men in the union felt a more 
sincere solicitude for your success than myself. Nor was any actor in the 
contest influenced more by public considerations. I belived that Texas 
would [be] 2 annexed and that the difficult and agitating subject the Tar­
iff would be settled in a manner which ought to be satisfactory to all 
parties. The bank question has become almost an obselete idea and few 
men of impartial & sober reflection can desire to see it agitated again 
until public opinion under the influence of the most obvious necessity 
shall force the subject on the attention of Congress. The land distribu­
tion hobby is nearly worn out and will not shortly disturb the nation 
or the public Councils. Genl Jackson advanced the most statesman-like 
sentiment on the land subject ever uttered by any public man: That 
after the payment of the public debt the lands should not be looked to 
as a source of revenue but as an asylum for settlement of the poorer 
classes from all the states collecting only enough from them to defray 
expences. 3 As I have identified my name and exertions with your cause 
and the cause of the democratic party and policy I feel a deep interest in 
the success of your administration and if good I desire its continuance 
for eight instead of four years. 4 A good administration in eight years 
may give some stability to the course of public affairs, a thing much to 
be desired and essential to the lasting welfare of this great and rising 
nation. 
To secure the approbation of the Country and the purity and perpe­
tuity to our republican institutions it is indispensible to have the most 
competent and faithful officers and agents who may be charged with the 
management and disbursment of the public money. No partyzan feeling 
should tolerate for a moment a friend or enemy in plundering the Trea­
sury at the expence of the tax paying people. For vigilance and integrity 
in this branch of the public service no administration of this or any other 
government had higher claims to the thanks and approbation of the peo­
ple, than that ofMr Jefferson. I was chosen an elector and voted for him 
464 Correspondence of James K. Polk 
for the Presidency in 1800 and was a member of the Senate during a 
part of the second term of his administration and an eye witness to the 
course of public business at that time. We must get back to the hon­
est and oeconomical system of that period if we desire to perpetuate our 
free government. Your Postmaster general should be from the West of 
the highest character for integrity & honor and your personal & politi­
cal friend. He should be incapable of using the power and patronage of 
that department to promote his own aspirations or advance the views 
of any aspirant to the Presidency. The Atto genl ought not only to be a 
man of talents but of inflexible integrity as a vast amount of claims on 
the public depend on the opinion of that officer. Felix Grundy if not the 
most learned lawyer was firm in his opinions & had fine common hard 
sense with sound judgment and was a most excellent officer. Mr Legare5 
was learned and above reproach as a man of integrity and honor. In Atto 
genl Butler of New York I had not much confidence with all his learning 
in the law for reasons not necessary to assign now. The offices of State 
and the Treasury should be filled by men of the first order for weight of 
Character and inspire general confidence. If Mr Calhoun and his south­
ern friends desire it you cannot well decline to renew his appointment 
to the State depart. He was unamously approved by the Senate and 
can bring much support to your administration. Governor Silas Wright 
should be pressed with great earnestness to take the Treasury depart­
ment for which he is eminently qualified & could do much good at the 
present moment in adjusting the Tariff: Such men as Governor Marcy 
[and] Saunders of North Carolina &c &c however meritorious will not 
answer. They are not the great lights with which you should surround 
yourself at this critical juncture of public affairs, with a determined & 
talented opposition to contend with. 
The people have placed you at the head of the government. The re­
sponsibility of the administration rests essentially on you and your own 
fame and the good of the Country require you to select the best & sound­
est materials to aid in the great works before you. I have it much at heart 
that Governor Wright should go into the Treasury department, he is a 
profound man & will bring you much support. I beg you to take counsel 
of our good sense as doubtless you will for many of your friends in giving 
advice are too much actuated by concealed selfish ends, as it was under 
Mr Madison and the first term of Genl Jackson's administration some 
men desired to have the cabinet filled for their benefit rather than for 
the support of the President. On this point you cannot be too cautious. 
Appoint no man for a cabinet minister who is to be under the control 
of another member of your administration. Mr Monroe's plan was the 
best and it would be well for you and all others to profit by it. Adams 
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Crawford and Calhoun 6 were political rivals without control over each 
other and each identified with & interested in the success of the admin­
istration. 
I do not know that the Tyler men and especially the members of his 
cabinet have any superior claim on you. They held office and stuck to 
Tyler until he released them from their allegiance and then they arrayed 
themselves on your side. All this was well enough but because they have 
been in office I cant perceive on that gound along their better right or 
claim to any honors within your gift. The members of the Tyler Cabinet 
will of course resign and you will stand unembarassed by their preten­
sions & you will be free to select regardless of their official positions. 
The cabinet will be clear and you will owe it to yourself & the Country 
to form the best cabinet regardless of individual feeling. I am not ac­
quainted with Mr Mason of Virginia Secretary of the Navy but if a man 
of worth & capacity & your Virginia friends wish it reappoint him. You 
owe much to the great states of Virginia New York & Pensylvania. The 
secretary of War should be from the west & although Benton has done 
the party much harm it may be policy to offer him the War department 
which he will no doubt decline, or reappoint Wilkins a sort of Western 
man if your friends in Pensylvania request it, but in the event of Mr 
Buchanan's appointment to a seat in the Cabinet for which he is well 
qualified, then take the War secretary from the far west, Colo Sevier 
[or] Walker 7 or some other very fit man. Sevier is a talented & honor­
able man & would bring you some support. Walker is a man of talent 
& worthy your confidence but his constitution is too feeble I fear for 
the confinement & severe duties of the department. He would do bet­
ter for the bench & a vacancy will probably occur in this quarter before 
long. Buchanan and Woodbury are able men for the supreme bench or 
the cabinet but neither you nor your friends should forget that many of 
your able men should be retained in the senate to meet the Whig forces 
there. Webster will return to the Senate & Rives will be superseded by 
Governor McDowell 8 & then there will be a tie in the Senate. In such 
a state of things it would seem to me unwise to weaken your number 
or talents in that body. Add to the character & talents of the Supreme 
Court and inspire general confidence in and respect for that branch of 
the Government. Our character as a nation with the high and important 
duties assigned to the supreme Court demand this course. I beg you to 
select for the State and Treasury department men of the first order for 
character & Talent. 
The success of your administration, be assured, essentially depends 
on the judicious choice of the wisest and best men in the land for your 
cabinet counsellors. From the President and leading members of his 
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administration a high moral tone, should be diffused through the na­
tion, the only real sterling capital upon which our republican system 
rests. Since I commenced this letter the documents in relation to Mex­
ico & Texas reached here in the National Intelligencer, 9 which I have 
perused with some care & on which there is neither time nor room for 
commentary in this letter except to remark that the tone of our min­
isters is hardly strong and decisive enough on the subject and for the 
occasion. Something in the spirit and tone of old Jackson when he says 
By the eternal such a thing shall be or not be, would have pleased me 
better. The Mexican and all other governments should be given to un­
derstand in a decisive & lofty tone that this government will not permit 
their weaker and free neighbour to be sacrificed. 
I shall leave here in a few days for Kentucky and shall take Nashville 
in my way if the Cumberland river should be up. I desire to see Genl 
Jackson before he leaves us and to have an interview with you previ­
ous to your departure for Washington. You will I know pardon the free­
dom with which I address you, because you must believe that it proceeds 
from a deep solicitude for your good & the good of the Country. Please 
to present my respects to Genl Jackson and your lady and accept for 
yourself assurances of my respect & regard . . . .  
JoHN PoPE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Nashville. 
1. Date identified through content analysis. 
2 .  An ink blot has obliterated this word. 
3. Pope's reference probably is to a passage from Andrew Jackson's fourth 
annual message. The passage reads: "It seems to me to be our true policy that 
the public lands shall cease as soon as practicable to be a source of revenue, 
and that they be sold to settlers in limited parcels at a price barely sufficient 
to reimburse the United States the expense of the present system and the cost 
arising under our Indian compacts. " James D. Richardson, ed . ,  A Compilation 
of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, 1 789-1902 ( 10 vols. ;  Washington, 
D.C. : Bureau of National Literature and Art, 1903) , II, p. 60 1 .  
4 .  Pope's reference i s  to Polk's single-term pledge. 
5. Hugh Swint Legare, founding editor of the Southern Review, 1828--32, 
served as attorney general of South Carolina, 1830-32; went to Belgium as U.S. 
charge d'affaires, 1832-36; and sat one term in Congress as a Union Democrat, 
1837-39. Appointed to John Tyler's cabinet in 1841,  Legare served as attorney 
general until his death in 1843. 
6. John Q. Adams, William H. Crawford, and John C. Calhoun. Crawford, a 
Georgia lawyer, served as U.S. Senator, 1807-13; U.S. minister to France, 1813-
15;  and secretary of the Treasury, 181&--25. He was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the presidency in 1824. 
7. Ambrose H. Sevier and Robert J. Walker. 
December 26 1844 467 
8. James McDowell served as governor of Virginia, 1842-46, and won elec­
tion as a Democrat to the U.S. House, 1846-51 .  Thomas H. Benton married 
McDowell's sister, Elizabeth McDowell. 
9. In a special message, dated December 18, 1844, Tyler described the tense 
state of relations between the United States and Mexico; he also submitted to 
Congress copies of recent diplomatic correspondence, which consisted primar­
ily of an exchange of letters between Wilson Shannon and Mexico's minister of 
Foreign Relations, Rej6n. On December 20, 1844, the Washington National In­
telligencer published that correspondence. 
FROM CAVE JOHNSON 
Dear Sir, Washington Dec 26h 1844 
I am inclined to think the feelings of hostility between the nothern & 
southern democrats is gradually widening and that a war between them 
is inevitable. I hear many things as coming from T.H.B. 1 that I suspect is 
a good deal exaggerated though I am seriously apprehensive that he will 
eventually go off from us. Some southern men exagerate & use all that 
comes from him as designed to dictate & control your action on behalf of 
the nothern wing agt. the southern, or to drive you from the retention of 
Calhoun, if you have any inclinations in that way. I find there has been 
so much said in an under tone as to your course, that many of the noth­
ern democrats have become very uneasy lest southern influence should 
prevail over nothern with you & hence I have been privately asked oflate 
by very many from the North, as to the reliance to be placed on these 
things. I have uniformely said to them, expressly telling them that I 
have heard nothing from you on the subject that I thought the North 
had nothing to fear from your Administration that I was sure you would 
endeavor to do justice & act liberally to every section. I believe most of 
them would be satisfied with almost any arrangement of the Cabinet, 
if Mr. C 2  is not retained whilst I think the South will not be satisfied 
with any other disposition of him. The foolish article I seen published in 
the Banner3 purporting to be a letter from this place to the Charleston 
Mercury I suppose to be from Rhett. They seem to fear that you will 
endeavor to satisfy both by retaining Calhoun & surrounding him with 
men who will lean to nothern influence. The fate of Texas this session 
in any form is still doubtful. The manner in which it was brought for­
ward & the supposed object of Calhoun has excited nothern men a good 
deal & it is doubtful whether they will take either Wellers or Douglas' 
proposition. No meeting has yet been holden among nothern democrats 
but will be probably this week. If we do annex, it would give you more 
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quiet than I expect you will enjoy. The Tariff too I think might be ad­
justed. We can pass McKays Bill 4 if the South goes for it. Many think it 
is designedly left open for ulterior objects, so that if the southern friends 
should by any means be thrown with the opposition, any attempt at ad­
justment other than the 20 pet would be an additional weapon. In the 
Treasury Report you will have noticed, that at the conclusion, a para­
graph is thrown in recomending no action at present: this paragraph is 
wholy disconnected from the subject in the Report, seems to have been 
an after thought and probably the result of a cabinet consultation. 5 The 
nothern men seem inclined to keep Texas open for your action whilst 
the south wish to have the Tariff left open for your adjustment. It is 
not impossible that Gov Steeles (NH) message 6 stating the dangers of 
an explosion among the manufacturers in the next year and it might be 
attributed to any modification of the Tariff we might make & be made 
to tell agt. us hereafter, might have been designed to prevent any action 
at the present session of Congress. This reason induced me to think so 
at first but I should now like to see it out of your way, if practicable, by a 
fair & proper adjustment at this Session & I now think the chance bet­
ter to do it then will be probably in the next Congress. A curious story 
is circulated among a few, very secretly & which is no doubt true, that 
the Treasury Report has been taken, a great part of it, verbatim et lit­
teratim, 7 from Hamiltons treatise on the British debt, funding system 
etc published about 30 years ago, without any acknowledgement what 
ever. 8 
I have not yet been to Richmond. I may learn from McKay or Baily9 
upon their return whether any thing can be done in that quarter & be­
sides the nothern democracy, as the Globe is considered favorable to 
them, might suspect me of being secretly hostile to them, which would 
not be true & prevent them from confiding in me as much as they do at 
present. I wish therefore the idea among some to be entirely given up 
before I make any move. I cannot but think that if he can be had, that 
it is of the greatest importance. Mr. A. V.B. 10 yesterday mentioned Mr 
Burke to me. He was a year since more identified with Mr C than any 
man in the north. He is a very able & efficient writer. We should get him 
at Nashville if possible. There has been a rumor in the North that you 
would bring a Ten. editor, probably started by Eastman who has gone 
North & I learn has been talking of some such movement. 
I called to the see the Pres. three times last week to converse with 
him on the application ofW H. Polk. I could only see him once & then so 
surrounded with company that I had no opportunity of speaking a word. 
I shall see him in a day or two & will write Wm. He will grant if he can. 
He considers your admn. to be a mere continuance of his own. 
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I have a great number ofletters asking me to name them as applicants 
for office & among them Jas Garland's 11  friends are very pressing. I will 
not trouble you with them until you come on. 
In the course of ten days we shall probably be able to tell the fate of 
Texas the Tariff &c. 
C. JOHNSON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on January 3, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  Thomas Hart Benton. 
2. John C. Calhoun. 
3. The Nashville Republican Banner of December 18, 1844, reprinted a let­
ter previously published in the Charleston Mercury in which it was alleged that 
the composition of Polk's cabinet would be determined by the wishes of Andrew 
Jackson. Under the circumstances, the letterwriter assumed John C. Calhoun 
would be eliminated from the cabinet, or his views would be thwarted by the 
presence of staunch Jacksonians such as Benjamin F. Butler, Cave Johnson, and 
George Bancroft. 
4. See Cave Johnson to Polk, January 21 and May 12, 1844. 
5.  In the concluding paragraph of his report to Congress on December 16, 
1844, George M. Bibb noted that the Treasury department "deems it proper to 
remark that the proposed review and modification of the act of 1842, for impos­
ing duties on imports, are presented, not so much with a view to the action of the 
Congress during their present session, but to awaken attention and inquiry, and 
to lead the way towards eliciting all the information necessary for such matured 
legislation as the important principles and interests involved seem to require. "  
Senate Document No. 6, 28 Congress, 2 Session, p .  25. 
6. Governor of New Hampshire from 1844 until 1846, John H. Steele set up 
the first power loom in his state in 1817; built a cotton mill in 1824 and man­
aged it until 1845; favored low tariffs; and supported the annexation of Texas. 
In his legislative message of November 30, 1844, Steele warned that current 
tariff schedules would destroy those very manufacturing interests thought to 
require the greatest measure of protection, for artificially high prices and prof­
its stimulate speculation and overproduction. When supply outruns demand, 
prices fall and manufacturers dump their products in foreign markets at ruinous 
prices. Steele noted that manufacturing establishments were being "erected 
or enlarged with such haste that time is not given for the damp walls of the 
building or the paint on the machinery to dry. " Only fair competition would 
check excessive speculation and prevent unwanted revulsions, the burden of 
which fall most heavily upon the workers. Niles National Register, December 7, 
1844. 
7. Latin phrase meaning word for word and a literal translation.  
8. Comparison's between George M. Bibb's report and Alexander Hamilton's 
Report on the Public Credit, dated January 14, 1790, reveal a close similarity 
of language and syntax between the two documents. Occasionally Bibb's report 
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duplicates whole sentences verbatim; more often the report lifts key phrases 
and rearranges their order in the sentence. As Johnson indicated, however, no 
acknowledgment of Hamilton's contribution was made. House Document No. 
6, 1 Cong., 2 Sess. ,  published in American State Papers (38 vols. ;  Washington: 
Gales & Seaton, 1832--61) :  Finance, I, pp. 15-37. 
9. Thomas H. Bayly. 
10. Aaron V. Brown. 
1 1 .  A lawyer, James Garland practiced at Lovingston, Va. Having served one 
term in the Virginia House, 1829-31 ,  he was elected as a Democrat to the U.S. 
House and served from 1835 until 1841 .  An unsuccessful candidate for reelection 
in 1840, Garland moved the following year to Lynchburg where he was elected 
judge of the corporation court and served from 1841 until 1882; he was also 
commonwealth attorney for Lynchburg, 1849-72. 
FROM RICHARD RUSH 
Dear Sir, Lyndenham, near Philadelphia December 27.  1844 
It is with the greatest deference, and not until overcoming many scru­
ples, that I bring myself to write this letter, hoping to be shielded by its 
motive. 
No one can have stronger objections than I have to intimations con­
cerning appointments proceeding from private citizens, to one now 
clothed with your high responsibilities, which all ought to suppose will be 
met with a single eye to the public good; nor am I now about to presume 
to bring any name before you for an appointment, but simply taking the 
liberty to say a few words respecting a name prominently presented by 
others. I allude to Mr Buchanans. 
Without meaning to detract in the least from that gentlemans mer­
its, I may safely say, that the presentation of his name as secretary of 
state, by the persons composing the electoral college of Pennsylvania, 1 
was without warrant by the constituency who chose them; and who 
chose them for the discharge of quite a different duty, which the law 
prescribed. 
And I am of those in this state who think that the step they took, would 
not be sanctioned by a majority of those constituents, could a door be 
opened for bringing it to any proper test. 
The gentleman thus held up extra oficiously by the electors as well as 
unexpectedly, stands in such a position towards the distinguished Penn­
sylvanian just elected Vice President, 2 that his selection for the primary 
post in your cabinet, it is to be feared might be open to misconstruction 
by the rnany friends of Mr Dallas in this state, when nothing would be 
farther from your intentions than to prejudice the latter. 
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It is foreign to my purpose to go into any, the least, detail, as to the rel­
ative history and merits of these two gentlemen. Such a course would be 
wholly out of place in this letter, and not respectful to you. The utmost 
that I propose to myself is, that it may have whatever consideration your 
better judgment may deem it worth, whilst weighing the recommenda­
tion of of the electors of Pennsylvania. 
It is proper I should add, that Mr Dallas is entirely ignorant of my 
writing it; and however it may seem to me dictated by a right motive, 
(the consciousness of which could alone excuse me to myself for writing 
it,) it may be that he would disapprove it, such is his dignity and delicacy 
on all occasions that involve him personally. 
Hoping that the letter may find excuse in your eyes, through its mo­
tive, and joining your friends every where in ardent wishes for the suc­
cess of your administration, of the wisdom of which your answer to the 
Nashville adress on the 27th of November has already given such happy 
augury . . . .  
RICHARD RusH 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Reference is to a recommendation from Wilson McCandless et al. to Polk, 
December 5, 1844. 
2. George M. Dallas. 
FROM CHARLES J. INGERSOLL 
Dear Sir Washington Deer. 28. [ 18]44 
On the nomination last May I took leave to send you I think two let­
ters, and afterwards during the canvass one more, 1 venturing to suggest 
a course concerning the tariff-a plain, national and perfectly just course 
for any candidate, which proved vitally available to us in Pennsylvania, 
a state hard to keep right for many more reasons than you need now be 
informed of. 
At the same time I made bold to suggest further that except on that 
one subject, having spoken on Texas recently, 2 and being known on all 
the other issues, I presumed to advise that you should remain inflexibly 
silent. Let me say that in nothing was your canvass more superior to 
your formidable opponent than in your observance and his reiterated 
impingement of this rule of action. 
Deluged as you no doubt are now with letters suggestions, counsel, 
and recommendations, and relying on seeing you soon, I do not mean 
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by this letter to violate my own principle. I expect no answer to it, but 
there is an object I have for many years been laboring to impress on 
our Executives which I have so much at heart that you must excuse my 
planting it if I may and can in your thoughts before you come to the 
turmoil of this metropolis. It is this: 
During the last sixteen years our government has been so beset by 
questions of banks and tariffs that it has lost sight in some measure of 
its primary purpose-foreign commerce for which the present union was 
organised. 
General Jackson had fought the English, his character was supposed 
to be naturally inimical to them. To counteract this impression his ad­
ministration treated them with partial amity. 
Mr. Van Buren was essentially their admirer, tho' he did not think so. 
The consequence was that our connexions with England became more 
intimate, complicated and detrimental than ever. Much of our present 
trouble pecuniary, local, altogether, is the result. 
There is no need of our quarrelling with Great Britain. She will not 
come to a rupture with the US but in the last necessity. 
By why are our merchants-three fourths of them foreigners, our 
manufacturers, lawyers, people who go abroad, and others, all opposed 
to us in party politics, sufferred to keep our commerce, manufactures, 
products of the earth, currency, all, in colonial dependence on England? 
Suppose british exports to be 1000, this country takes 181 of them which 
is 80 more than Germany, next on the list of her customers, takes, and 
greatly more than any other country takes: and this to be the manifest 
disadvantage of our foreign commerce. 
In cotton alone we have the talisman to change the whole scene. To­
bacco has been for several years the object of great attention on our part. 
Several agencies, and two foreign missions, the Austrian and Prussian, 
have been directed to tobacco & with some success. While for cotton 
nothing has been done, nothing even attempted. France, Germany, Bel­
gium, other countries can employ three times as much of our cotton as 
they now buy, not only raw cotton, but cotton twist, that is in its first 
stage of fabrication. Indeed even coarse cotton cloth might be introduced 
in Germany, to sixty millions of consumers. Moreover, coal, stone coal 
may be sent from this country to France, iron in its raw state to Ger­
many, flesh, bacon & beef, rice, timber, in short the exports of the US 
vastly increased to countries which have no adequate colonies to make 
them compete with our productions, but once customers would be so for­
ever. The Zollverein treaty lately accomplished with the German League 
of States is only the first step in this immense development of our foreign 
commerce. 
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Yet the blind supporters of the Boston tariff we have in force3 opposed 
this treaty, laid it on the Senate table till it expired. 
But it is by extending foreign commerce that the Tariff is to be both 
regulated and established. 
A president has in his own hands the peacable, prompt-that is as soon 
as absurd prejudice at home and abroad can be overcome-and complete 
reform of this matter. 
But hitherto what have our foreign missions been? chapels of ease for 
party favorites, doing less than those of any other government for their 
employers. 
Hence colonial habits and british supremacy have kept us colonised to 
England. Nine tenths of our cotton &c go to Liverpool, as tho' Antwerp, 
the key by railroads to all Germany, and Havre, and Trieste, France, 
Germany and all continental Europe did not exist. 
I read with great satisfaction that part especially of what you said in 
public since the election which intimated that Tariffs and the like will 
be left by you to Congress, as certainly they should have been long ago. 4 
But the great reform and development I desire to see in our foreign 
commerce and relations belays to Executive action. If begun forthwith 
with your administration, it will be achieved before it closes, and a glo­
rious consummation will it be of prosperity and of peace. 
We have got, without any ill will, to transfer a part of our dealings 
in cotton, tobacco, coal, iron, flesh, timbers, rice, lead, and flour to the 
continent of Europe, and our exports may soon be two instead of one 
hundred millions of dollars. 
I have thus very summarily and most imperfectly indicated a view of 
what I consider the primary duty of the federal Executive, and I am sure 
that I need do no more than indicate to carry it home to your consider­
ation, whether favorable or otherwise. 
I regard it as the great policy of the day in wh[ . . .  ] 5 I am anxious to 
perform any honorable part. 
Texas is doubtful this congress: so many party and personal commit­
ments in the way. Still I think we shall carry it in some form or other, 
and substantially that of the rejected treaty tho' that will never be voted 
in the form it presents itself. 
The intimacy it has been my happiness for some years to enjoy with 
the Judge and Mrs. Catron brings you and Mrs. Polk into frequent con­
versation and authorises, I trust, my offering her the compliments of 
this season, with assurances of the respect and regard in which I re­
main . . . .  
C. J. INGERSOLL 
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[P.S.] I sent you and General Jackson about a fortnight since a copy in 
the Globe which I hope reached you of an answer I felt constrained to 
publish to Mr. Adams illnatured and unprovoked assault on him, you, 
me and others. 6 
More than twenty years intimacy with Joseph Bonaparte gives me a 
talisman to touch whenever the memory of his immense brother 7 is in­
voked, and I have often talked the cotton operation over with him. 
ALS. DL� Addressed to Columbia. 
1. On June 8, 1844, Polk acknowledged receipt of Ingersoll's May 30th letter 
(not found) relating to the decision of the Baltimore Convention; no second letter 
from Ingersoll to Polk on the occasion of the nomination has been identified. On 
June 18, 1844, Ingersoll wrote Polk advising him on the tariff question. 
2. Reference probably is to Polk's letter on Texas to Salmon P. Chase et al. ,  
April 23, 1844. 
3. Reference is to the Tariff Act of 1842. 
4. For Polk's remarks in Nashville on November 28, 1844, see John 0. Brad­
ford, December 9, 1844. 
5. Word obliterated by an ink splotch. 
6. Ingersoll published his rejoinder in the Washington Globe on December 10, 
1844. See Aaron V. Brown to Polk, December 23, 1844. 
7. Napoleon Bonaparte. 
FROM AARON V BROWN 
Sunday 
Dear Sir [Washington City] Deer. 29th 1844 
Judge Catron & myself are negotiating about your quarters as you 
desired. Fine rooms can be had at Colemans & the only question is as 
to terms. We do not let him know your selection of his house as that 
might lead to too extravagant charges: and rather than submit to ex­
tortion we will go somewhere else. I think you will know the result by 
tomorrow. 
All the elements are at work here to induce you not to retain Mr 
Calhoun & if you were not to do that but place Genl. Cass in the first 
office of your cabinet I have no doubt that the same opposition of feel­
ing would manifest itself against him, from the same quarter (N. York 
& Missouri) . Mr. Buchannons 1 appointment would not be so much op­
posed but still it would encounter more opposition by far than I lately 
supposed & from the same quarter (Wright & Benton) but not from the 
same motive. They do not fear him in future but they want revenge for 
the past on account of his favoring the 2/3 rule of the convention. 2 The 
feeling is bitter on this point in N. York. In Pennsylvania a fierce war 
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is breaking out between him & Dallas for the succession, aye the suc­
cession, to which Dallas is now looking with no concealment of purpose. 
This materially effect the question of appointing Buchannon because if 
it will displease all N. York & half Pennsylvania & give no special satis­
faction elsewhere, where is the inducement for his appointment. I learn 
that Buchannon will soon be assailed strongly on His Old federal as­
sociations & sayings which may materially affect him. 3 There are ev­
idently strong determinations to punish all you 4 come under the de­
scription of the Baltimore conspirators who will never be forgiven by 
Mr. Van Buren's & Mr Benton's friends. They will be supported by none 
but those who think that Van Burenism & Bentonism are synonomous 
terms. The young Democracy who care more for the country than for 
their leaders will not go an inch with them. With the subsidence of 
Buchannons claims (now rather on the decline) those of Robt J Walker 
seem evidently to increase. Calhoun would give place more willingly to 
him. The Dallas party would be delighted & the Van Buren or Benton 
interest could not "cut such high capers" 5  against it. Genl Cass would 
feel no reluctance to it, whilst all accord to him talents equal to the sta­
tion. In the event of his appointment & Buchannons nomination to the 
Bench of sup ct. all would go pretty well in Pennsylvania & in most other 
other places. Dr. Gwin6 is here & thinks he can find out Mr Calhoun's 
willingness to go to England. I am very much inclined to think that in 
the exasperated state of feeling it would hardly do to retain him in his 
present position. Of one thing I am certain that it is not his interest 
to become such a focus of concentrated attack from all quarters. No 
one seems to take any preeminent stand among the N. York aspirants 
Marcy Cambrelling & Flagg. 7 One other suggestion I will make in Rela­
tion to Walker; that his professional attainments are such that all admit 
he would make a Good Attorney Genl. I hear nothing special from Vir­
ginia but expect something from Mr Ritchie soon after the Christmas 
holidays. 
On the Texas question we held our first caucus last night, nothing 
was finally concluded on nor any developements more unfavorable than 
I expected against its final success. Our whole difficulty is with the N. 
York Democrats. They shew a strong leaning against us & will go for 
Texas or against it just as they think it will help or harm Mr Wrights 
prospects. But for this wing of our party Mr Benton would stand solitary 
& alone. The Douglass resolutions8 are the strongest & are getting to be 
known here as embodying Genl. Jackson's views as expressed in letters 
to Blair. 9 
In a few days now I shall hear from our Friend K. 10 again & be ready 
to meet your wishes. The Major 1 1 is here. On yesterday we went up to 
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see the President. He is acting very prudently but I shall encourage the 
idea of his remaining here but a short time or the letter writers will be 
speculating on the purposes of his visit &c. 
A. v. BROWN 
NB. I drop the "confidential" because all I write now a days is of that 
description, & is to be taken more as a description of the scene around 
me than as containing any opinions of my own. A.V.B. 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia. 
1. James Buchanan. 
2. Following the publication of Martin Van Buren's Texas letter of April 20, 
1844, many of James Buchanan's friends urged the Pennsylvania delegation to 
vote for Buchanan. Nominally pledged to support Van Buren, the Pennsylvania 
delegates supported the two-thirds rule and thus aided in forcing the convention 
to select a compromise candidate. 
3. An opponent of the War of 1812, Buchanan served as a Federalist in the 
state legislature, 1814-15, and won election in 1820 to the U.S. House as a Fed­
eralist. 
4. Brown probably miswrote "you" for "who."  
5. Quotation not identified. 
6. Brown's reference probably is to William S. Gwin. A native Tennessean, 
physician, and staunch supporter of Andrew Jackson, Gwin served as U.S. mar­
shal for Mississippi, 1833-41,  and sat in the U.S. House, 1841-43. During his 
term in the U.S. House, he became an admirer of John C. Calhoun and supported 
his candidacy for the nomination in 1844. In 1849 Gwin moved from Mississippi 
to California and represented that state for portions of two terms in the U.S. 
Senate, 1850-55 and 1857-61 .  
7 .  William L .  Marcy, Churchill C .  Cambreleng, and Azariah C .  Flagg. 
8. See Aaron V. Brown to Polk, December 23, 1844. 
9 .  In 1844 Andrew Jackson discussed the question of Texas annexation in 
several published letters. He argued in favor of immediate annexation and em­
phasized the United States' claim to Texas under provisions of the Louisiana 
Purchase. For the texts of two such letters, see the Washington Globe, March 20 
and November 2, 1844. 
10. Reference is to Amos Kendall, who was drafting Polk's inaugural address. 
1 1 .  William H. Polk. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Dear Sir Washington City Deer. 30th 1844 
I had another interview with the President today. I think in a day or 
two he will recal Bulwer from Naples (who is to come home by request 
in April) & nominate your Brother in his stead. 1 He thinks Bulwer will 
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have no objection to the shortning the time especially when the matter is 
explained to him. So that matter will run in the current we desire. What 
will you do for a private Secretary. Graham 2 would make one of the best 
in the world. The Salary would about support him-hardly do it-but 
pretty nearly or quite. A chamber & parlor at some elegant boarding 
house close by. He might after a while take one of the Auditorships when 
you had made a satisfactory arrangement for another Secretary. Six or 
12 months spent here might be gratifying to him & Mrs. Graham 3 even 
if they did not desire to remain any longer. Will Maj Lewis be retained? 
If not, Graham would make a very good successor. These are all im­
promptu notions of my own, founded on the knowledge of how gracefully 
& properly he would deliver your messages & with what good sense & 
prudence he would bear himself on all occasions. I wish the salary were 
double what it is that he might accept of it. He is a very sensible man 
whose opinions would often be worthy of your attention. 
We can get the four rooms for you at Colemans & the terms we now un­
derstood to be $140 for the 1st week & $100 per week afterwards. Gwin 
& Catron both say it is cheap enough & I suppose the Judge will have ar­
ticles signed tomorrow & enclose you a copy. The rooms are very elegant 
in deed & very conveniently arranged to each other. At Brown's they 
seem quite mortified at being pretermitted, but you must divide your 
company (western friends) & cause a goodly number of them to come to 
Brown 's, which you can easily do. I think Mr. Dallas will take rooms 
also at Coleman's. Gwin (The Dr) is here & is evidently making a smart 
push for Walker to be in the Cabinet. He talks of adjusting the preten­
sions of Buchannon 4 & Walker to the State department & I think will 
propose to have Buchannon for that but press Walker for the Treasury 
& in truth he is finely qualified for it. He is great in statistics & tables 
& calculations & I do not dout would make a most unexceptionable of­
ficer of finance. But you may ask in that event what shall be done with 
N York? Great in fact & great in her demands at the present moment. 
Well, I answer. Walworth will not be confirmed they say. 5 If that be so 
then give the Van Buren clique a judge in the person of Mr. Butler. That 
will be a good sop, rather undeserving I think, but satisfactory. Then 
give the opposite clique the War office or the atto Genl ship or the post 
office. Wont that do them? If not & they seem I think a little inordinate 
then put Mr. Flagg Mr. Wrights protogee in the custom house & I fancy 
all would be pretty quiet. 
Gwin says he has been sounding Mr Calhoun about England & he 
thinks he would be very willing to go, if he could get at this session se­
cret instructions from the Senate on the subject being laid before them 
by the Prest in secret session as to the ultimatum of the U. States. 6 If 
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those instructions should be of a character rendering it probable that the 
negotiation could be brought to a successful close, then he would take 
charge of it at St. Jame's. But there is so much in all this that I cant make 
much out of it. But yet it may mean something & so I give it to you. 
One suggestion I will make if in casting about you should determine 
to call a present Senator to your cabinet it will create a vacancy after 
the 4th March in all cases where the Senator was from a distance. Say 
Buchannons vacancy could be provided for after your arrival here-it 
takes but few days to fill it. Walkers could not under 20 or 30 days & so 
of Genl Cass if he were thought of. If any distant case like these existed, 
you ought to notify them of the fact early so that they might write home 
to their Executive tendering their resignations to take effect 4th March 
& by that time a successor could have been appointed & be here in time 
to vote on your nominations & nothing be known to the public untill you 
made known your general determenation. I suggest these things as they 
might not otherwise be thought of. 
I sent the document of our friend last night rather than retain it for 
any inspection & examination of mine. 7 He read it to me. You will have 
to adjust the Tariff paragraphs a little differently. He represents you as 
comeing out for protection in the abstract. You know how to prefix the 
term incidental, & let whatever you have to say come in under the idea of 
discrimination for the benefit of all the great interests of the country. All 
that is said on Texas will depend somewhat & chiefly on what is the fate 
of that question at the present session & must be framed accordingly. 
Nothing has occured yet shewing with certainty its fate at this session. 
The latter part of the address is intended for Europe. You see what vile 
stuff is in their newspapers about you. Now I desire your first address 
to be such as will strike quite a different sort of feeling amongst them. 
Hence the introduction of the topic of state debts. That topic is not so 
well handled in the paper as some others, but from what is said you 
can fix up something that will make a fine impression on the European 
powers. Perhaps you ought to have a few other striking passages as to 
your course in relation to them, but not having the paper before me I 
cannot say. It was sent under cover to Mr. Jas H. Thomas & if he is from 
home you must send down for it. 
I am greatly distressd at what I see going on at home in relation to my 
nomination in the spring for governor. I think it all wrong. Somebody 
else can run as strong or stronger than I can. Next to yourself I have been 
fighting longer & harder than any other man in the state for remember 
I antedate several years in the Legislature before Cave Johnson & the 
old battles of 182 1, 23, 25 were full of annoyance to me in the days of 
old Colo. Erwin. 8 But no matter about all that, it is past & I do not 
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regret it. Now that my Dear children have need daily of my presence 
with them, at the most important period to two of them, I know not how 
to think of further neglect & seperation from them as such a canvass 
would necessarily produce. Yet I acknowledge if any body who has been 
with me in Congress is to be the Whig candidate I should like to give 
him battle. Such one has some points to get at home on, but such a man 
as Jones or Henry are invincible because of their not having done any 
thing of a public nature. To ascertain who is to be their nag & to abridge 
the campaign to some endurable period I think the 1 April soon enough 
to have the convention. That too would enable this congress to be over 
& to shew who of us can come out of it undisgraced. Pardon me for 
writing so much about myself, but not a day passes over me which is not 
concluded by the wish & sometimes the vow that nothing shall postpone 
my assembling around me at the earliest moment, my little children, 
whose neglect now, can never be compensated by any success in political 
life. 
So soon as Tyler determines exactly what & when he will act in ref­
erence to your Brother, I shall advise him to return, as there are many 
speculations here as to the object of his visit. Excuse such scrawls as I 
send you for I have no time even to look over them. 
A. v. BROWN 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia. Polk's AE on the cover states that 
he answered this letter on January 8, 1845; Polk's reply has not been found. 
1 .  William Boulware and William H. Polk. Boulware, a native of Virginia, was 
appointed charge d'affaires to the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies in 1841 and held 
that post until 1845. 
2 .  Daniel Graham, a resident of Murfreesboro, became Tennessee's secretary 
of state in 1818 and served until 1830; in 1836 he moved to the post of state 
comptroller and served seven years. 
3. Maria M'lver Graham. 
4. James Buchanan. 
5. Reuben Hyde Walworth served as a circuit judge of the New York Supreme 
Court and as chancellor from 1828 until 1848. On March 13, 1844, John Tyler 
submitted Walworth's name to the Senate for a place on the U.S. Supreme Court; 
Tyler withdrew the nomination on February 4, 1845. 
6. John C. Calhoun's reported reservation probably related to the settlement 
of the Oregon boundary dispute with Great Britain. Brown's language suggests 
that Calhoun wanted the Senate's prior consent to threaten unilateral termina­
tion of the joint-occupation agreements of 1818 and 1827 if a satisfactory division 
of the territory could not be negotiated. 
7. Brown's reference is to a draft of Polk's inaugural address, which was pre­
pared by Amos Kendall and forwarded to Polk. Kendall's draft has not been 
found. 
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8. Brown's reference is to the factionalized politics of Tennessee state gov­
ernment in the early 1820's, which coalesced around William Blount and An­
drew Erwin. Their rivalry had centered on the state's response to the Panic of 
1819. The Erwin faction gained the governorship in 1821,  and their success led 
the Blount faction to court popular favor the following year by nominating An­
drew Jackson for a presidential bid in 1824. Andrew Erwin, a native of Virginia, 
speculated in early land sales in middle Tennessee; he settled first in Davidson 
County and then moved to Bedford County, which he represented for one term 
in the Tennessee House, 1821-23. 
FROM AARON V. BROWN 
Dear Sir Washington city Deer. 30th 1844 
I forgot to say in the letter now sealed up, 1 that our friend Kendall 
desires the City Post office as most convenient to him & more suitable to 
his other purposes of which I promised to apprise you. I can think of no 
special reason why he should not be gratified in that respect. 
A. v. BROWN 
ALS. DL�KP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. See Aaron V. Brown to Polk, December 30, 1844. 
FROM ROBERT P. DUNLAP 1 
Sir, Washington Dec 30. 1844 
As a friend of Gov Fairfield he has shown me a letter from Hon George 
Bancroft of Boston, & believing that it contains views, that I think it of 
importance that you should be made acquainted with, I have taken the 
liberty to make a few extracts for your own eye. Mr Bancroft in his let­
ter to Gov Fairfield says, "Some persons are suggesting my name for 
consideration in making up the Cabinet. This is done by some personal 
friends with the kindest motives: by some with a view to counteract 
your wishes: by some for ulterior purposes. I cannot directly take no­
tice of this myself in the present aspect of things: but I have written to 
several whose friendship I cherish and avowed to them my views with 
the same frankness, with which I opened myself to you. I am convinced 
that a position like that at Berlin would be considered as better suited 
to my purposes of life than a seat in the Cabinet: and I write this let­
ter, of which you will make none but a discreet use, that you may be 
able, if opportunity offers, to interpret my feelings without risque of mis­
take."  
R .  P. DUNLAP 
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ALS. DLC--JKP. Addressed to Columbia. 
1. Robert Pinckney Dunlap served in both houses of the Maine legislature, 
1821-33; won election to the governorship in 1834 and 1836; and sat in the 
U.S. House from 1843 until 1847. Polk appointed him collector of customs in 
Portland in 1848, and Franklin Pierce named him postmaster of Brunswick in 
1853. 
TO FELIX BOSWORTH ET AL. 
Gentlemen: Columbia Tenn. Deer. 31st, 1844 
I regret that necessary engagements which must occupy my time 
prepatory, to my removal to the seat of Government, place it out of my 
power, to accept the invitation which you have conveyed to me, from a 
large "meeting of the Democracy of Louisiana, called by the Electoral 
College of that State, "  to visit New Orleans in Company with Genl. 
Jackson, on the 8th of January next. 1 These engagements will prob­
ably detain me in Tennessee until the early part of February, when I 
must proceed to Washington by the most direct route. If the Venera­
ble patriot, with whom, the meeting of citizens, whom you represent, 
have done me the honor in their proceedings, to associate my name, 
had found it convenient or possible to have revisited the scene of one 
of the greatest achievements, of his useful and eventful life, an achieve­
ment which has made the 8th of January, one of the proudest of our 
National anniversaries, I would at any sacrifice of personal convenience, 
have done myself the honour of accompanying him. His feeble state of 
health precludes the possibility of such a visit on his part. I hope at some 
future time to have the gratification of visiting your great and growing 
City. 
I am deeply grateful to the Democracy of Louisiana, whom you repre­
sent, for the favourable and kind feelings of confidence and regard which 
they have been pleased to express, personally towards myself. I beg Gen­
tlemen: that you will present to them my sincere acknowledgements, for 
the honor done me by their invitation, and that you will accept for your­
selves, my thanks for the kind measure in which you have communicated 
it to me. 
JAMES K. POLK 
Note: Duplicate copies of the above were fowarded to New Orleans & for 
publication in the Nashville Union, on Jany 2nd, 1845. 
ALS, draft. DLC--JKP. Addressed to New Orleans and marked "Copy. " 
1 .  See J. George Harris to Polk, December 24, 1844. 
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FROM JOHN CATRON 
dear sir. Washington, Deer 31,  1844 
I had the pleasure to receive yours on the subject of procuring rooms. 1 
I have done so at Coleman's. A Copy follows of the agreement. 
"The Presdt elect will reach Washington about the 20th of February next­
wanted for him: 
1 Public parlour. 1 Dining room. 1 Chamber. 1 office room. 
All to be selected by Judge Catron. Company Gov. and Mrs Polk (2) private 
Secretary (1)  one other person (1) .  These to dine at his table only. Four in all. 2 
And two Servants to be kept. 3 The rooms to be retained as long as Gov. Polk 
sees proper; and if he stays a fraction of a week, he is to be charged for the 
time he stays only. He is to pay no Corkage for any wines of his own he sees 
proper to drink. The price per week to be subscribed here for transmission to 
Gov. Polk. 
28th Deer 1844. 
J. Catron 
For the accommodations on the otherside Gov. Polk is to pay for the first week 
one hundred and forty dollars; and after the rate of one hundred dollars for each 
succeeding week, or part of week, and if he should need another small room 
for private conference it is to be furnished on the terms usual in the House. 
The rooms selected by Judge Catron are the S. West four at the Corner of the 
National Hotel, Nos. 72. 73. 78. 79. 
Deer. 30th 1844. 
Saml. S Colemans 
Prop."  
I keep the original. The rooms are the old parlour, its adjoining smaller 
parlor, adjoining chamber, very good, & the Old ordinary dining room. 
The way to them is narrow, & crooked. I dont like it as well as I might. 
There is a good Parlour in the House, but the two adjoining here­
one for an office, is the best, than can be done. Say to Mrs. Polk the 
women will find her, & as for you, it is .also likely. The House is very well 
kept. 
I have ordered your Ice House to be filled by Gnl Hunter. 4 If some 
small lot of wine is needed, 3 or 4 dozen say so to me. I know all about 
this. 
In your inaugural, say as to Mr Kane on the Tariff, 5 and 2, that the 
Presdt. has little to do with it. This is expected in Penn. Of other matters 
A. V. Brown will do the writing. I am too much hurried. There is noth­
ing worth telling, save come here President, disregarding grumblers, & 
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clicks. This is indispensible to a great extent; it is indispensible to make 
a fair beginning. 
J. CATRON 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Probably addressed to Columbia. 
1. Letter not found. 
2. Polk was accompanied by his wife, Sarah, his nephew and personal secre­
tary, J. Knox Walker, and his thirteen-year-old nephew and ward, Marshall T. 
Polk, Jr. 
3 .  The two servants probably were William Goff, a black freedman, and his 
mulatto wife, Dilsey. In November a committee of Polk's friends had strongly 
recommended that he hire the couple to act as his servants during his presidency. 
Felix Robertson et al. to Polk, November 28, 1844. LS. DLC-JKP. 
4. Reference probably is to Alexander Hunter, who served as U.S. marshal for 
the District of Columbia from 1834 until 1848. 
5.  See Polk to John K. Kane, June 19, 1844. 
FROM CHARLES G. GREENE 1 
Sir, Boston, 31st Dec. 1844 
My friend Colonel Hall, 2 having informed me of his intention to visit 
Tennessee, I avail myself of his kind offer to convey any message I might 
desire to to communicate to you, to make him the bearer of my respectful 
congratulations to the President elect upon the fortunate issue of the 
great national contest which has just terminated. 
Mr. Hall as you know from personal observation, is an old fashioned 
Jeffersonian democrat, and the deep interest he took in the recent can­
vass, and the active exertions he made during the contest to secure the 
triumph won for our principles in the election of the democratic candi­
date for the Presidency, will enable him to give you full and accurate 
information in relation to all of the political nature here that your cu­
riosity, or desire for correct information, may require. Yet, I cannot re­
frain from briefly alluding to the peculiarity of the circumstances which 
encompass the democracy of the East, and claiming for them a meed of 
praise which a hasty view of their action would hardly accord to them. In 
Massachusetts, particularly, the hand of the enemy is heavy. The whigs 
control all our monied instutions; possess nearly all the incorporated 
capital, and nine-tenths of the individual wealth of the state. Hence, if a 
young man desires money to enter the world with, to attain his object, he 
must be a whig; if the man of established and extensive business needs 
large pecuniary facilities, he must be a whig, and even if the day laborer 
would obtain employment, he too must be a whig. Indeed, it does not 
stop here, but political prejudice enters into social influences with harsh 
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rigour, and the unyielding democrat is made to experience attempted 
mortifications which his own independence and integrity may scorn, but 
the stings of which his family cannot always escape. These facts, among 
others more obvious, will at once convince a reflecting mind that nothing 
but an honest love of Republican Liberty, and the sternest Party Fidelity, 
could induce fifty-three thousand members of such a community to stand 
firmly by the Standard of Democracy in defiance of all persuasion, all 
threats, and all persecution. 
But I will not dwell upon this subject-the whole country has proved 
itself worthy of the Institutions which bless it, and which, under the 
favor of heaven, I pray may endure forever. 
Hoping, sir, that the lofty position to which the voluntary suffrages of 
your countrymen have assigned you will prove as pleasing to you as I am 
confident your administration will prove honorable to the nation, I beg 
leave to apologise for this trespass upon your attention, and to subscribe 
myself . . . .  
CHARLES G. GREENE 
ALS. DLC-JKP. Addressed to Columbia and delivered "By Col. Hall. " 
1. Greene founded the Boston Morning Post in 183 1 ;  under his leadership the 
Morning Post, a staunchly Democratic newspaper, prospered for some forty-eight 
years. 
2. Joseph Hall of Maine won election to two terms in the U.S. House, 1833-
37;  served as measurer in the Boston customhouse from 1838 to 1846; held the 
naval agency at Boston from 1846 to 1849; and ran unsuccessfully in 1849 for 
the mayorship of Boston. 
CALENDAR 
N.B. Items entered in italic type have been published or briefed 
in the Correspondence Series. 
1 Sept 
1 Sept 
1 Sept 
2 Sept 
2 Sept 
2 Sept 
2 Sept 
2 Sept 
1844 
From George C. Dodge. ALS. DLC---JKP. Encloses a let­
ter (letter not identified) from an "uncompromising federal 
Whig, " who deposited it in the Cleveland, Ohio, post of­
fice with the intention of practicing a fraud on Polk; signs 
his cover letter as assistant post master and writes in "the 
spirit of political friendship. "  
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DLC---JKP. Requests that a copy 
of his campaign appointments be sent to his home in Clarks­
ville; expects to have a large meeting in Clarksville on Octo­
ber 17;  urges a large attendance by friends from Columbia. 
From Maria Sigafoose. ALS. DLC---JKP Relates that she has 
quit her job as a domestic servant because her Whig master 
forbid her to support Polk's election; states that she partic­
ipated in a large procession of twenty thousand people in 
Winchester, Va. ,  on August 27.  
From James K. Gibson. ALS. DLC---JKP. Assures Polk that 
he will carry Virginia, including the Abingdon district. 
From Robert Halsey. ALS. DLC---JKP. Introduces Augustus 
H. Pease. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From John K. Kane. 
From William J. Lieper. ALS. DLC---JKP. Reports that Penn­
sylvania Democrats have chosen Francis R. Shunk as their 
candidate for governor. 
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2 Sept 
2 Sept 
3 Sept 
3 Sept 
3 Sept 
3 Sept 
3 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
4 Sept 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
From William Parker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
state his views on "the Veto Power" of the United States 
Bank. 
From Lewis H. Turner. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks Polk's views 
on the tariff question; anticipates that voters in the vicinity 
of Chemung County, N.Y., will support Polk's candidacy. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Nathaniel Ewing. 
From George W. Harris et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Inquire on 
behalf of Democrats of Oneida County, N.Y. , if Polk favors 
Texas annexation "independent of forms or consequences," 
as claimed by their Whig opponents. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From William Wallace. ALS. DLC-JKP. Expects that Blount 
County, Tenn. , will reduce the Whig majority by one hun­
dred votes; regrets that the illness of his wife compels him 
to decline serving as the party's nominee for elector in Ten­
nessee's Second Congressional District. 
From Leonard P. Cheatham. ALS. DLC-JKP. Gives a de­
tailed account of the debate between Levin H. Coe and 
Robert L. Caruthers at Springfield, Tenn., on September 2;  
notes that Caruthers charged Polk with having opposed all 
of the House pension bills proposed in 1832; adds that Coe 
defended Polk's voting record by explaining that his candi­
date had voted for the Senate version of the pension bill. 
From John P. Gordon. 
From Charles J. Ingersoll. ALS. DLC-.JKP. Requests that 
Polk state whether or not he is or ever has been a Freema­
son and whether or not as a member of the Tennessee Gen­
eral Assembly he ever voted for land bounties to encourage 
building or improving iron factories and forges. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From J. G. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Indiana 
is "safe for Democracy" ;  denies that the Whig majority in 
the legislature is a true measure of popular opinion in the 
state; points to the fact that the Whig majority in the leg­
islature had attached nearly all of the nine floating mem­
bers of the lower house to strong Whig counties and thus 
enlarged their majority. 
From John Staats. 
From James A. Tulloss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to have 
Polk's projection of the presidential vote in Tennessee; 
states that Democrats in Bledsoe County, Tenn.,  will make 
a small gain. 
From Thomas Ward. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he is an 
Episcopal clergyman in Wood County, Va. ,  and a brother of 
Calendar 
5 Sept 
5 Sept 
5 Sept 
5 Sept 
6 Sept 
6 Sept 
6 Sept 
6 Sept 
6 Sept 
7 Sept 
7 Sept 
7 Sept 
7 Sept 
7 Sept 
8 Sept 
8 Sept 
9 Sept 
9 Sept 
9 Sept 
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"Extra Billy" William Smith of Virginia; solicits donation 
for his missionary work in western Virginia. 
From Patrick Collins. 
From Albert Gallup. 
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DL�KP. Requests information 
on Polk's voting record in Congress with respect to Revolu­
tionary War pensions. 
From George Richardson et al. LS. DL�KP. Solicit Polk's 
views on the TariffAct of 1842. 
From Edwin Croswell. ALS. DL�KP. Reports that har­
mony prevailed at the New York Democratic State Conven­
tion, which has nominated Silas Wright, Jr. , for governor. 
From Robert E Flenniken. 
From Thomas Goin. ALS. DL�KP. Encloses a draft of 
"Hickory Ship" float to be built and displayed in New York 
City. 
From Henry Hicks. ALS. DL�KP. Advises that three 
young 'Whigs ofWilmington, Del . ,  have addressed a letter to 
Polk requesting his views on the Tariff Act of 1842; states 
that Delaware Democrats are better organized than in re­
cent years; expects the state to vote for Polk in the presi­
dential election. 
From Allen McLane. 
From William C. Bouck. 
From John Fairfield. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that pros­
pects are good for a Democratic win in Maine's state elec­
tions, scheduled for September 9. 
From Joseph C. Hornblower et al. C. DLC--JKP. Solicit 
Polk's aid in support of the New Jersey State Colonization 
Society. 
From Solomon J. H. Snyder. ALS. DLC--JKP. On behalf of 
friends in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, requests clarification 
of Polk's views on an Independent Treasury system. 
From William Tyack. 
From James Hamilton, Jr. 
From A. H. Langston. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that although 
he is a "humble farmer" from Leake County, Miss. ,  he is 
entitled to know Polk's position on Texas annexation, a na­
tional bank, and protective tariffs; requests Polk's written 
answers to these interrogatories. 
From Anonymous. L. DLC--JKP. Asks for Polk's opinions 
on amalgamations, rats, and Henry Clay. 
From A. Billings. ALS. DLC--JKP. Writes from McMin­
nville, Tenn. ,  that Polk is gaining strength and will win 
Tennessee in November. 
From Daniel M. Brodhead. ALS. DL�KP. Informs Polk 
that he has been elected to membership in the Democratic 
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9 Sept 
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9 Sept 
10 Sept 
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10 Sept 
10 Sept 
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1 1  Sept 
1 1  Sept 
1 1  Sept 
11 Sept 
1 1  Sept 
11 Sept 
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Association of Forestburg recently organized in Sullivan 
County, N.Y. 
From Levin H. Coe. 
From John M. Davis. 
To Andrew Jackson. ALS. NjP-BLL. Introduces an ac­
quaintance from Alabama, Lewis B. McCarty. 
From Daniel T. Jenks. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that although 
Bucks County, Penn., has never been carried by a Demo­
cratic presidential nominee, not even Andrew Jackson, Polk 
may do so; requests a copy of one of Polk's speeches contain­
ing his tariff views; expresses satisfaction with Polk's letter 
to John K. Kane on the tariff. 
From Richard F. Richmond et al. C. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
attend a mass Democratic meeting to be held in Hannibal, 
Mo. , on October 1, 1844. 
From Williamson Smith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits position 
as marshal of the southern district of Mississippi, should 
Polk be elected to the presidency. 
From W P. Wisehart. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests Polk's views 
on the tariff, a national bank, distribution of public land­
sale revenues to the states, and a single-term presidency; 
wishes to read Polk's reply to a mass meeting of the Democ­
racy in Delaware, Ohio. 
From Henry Allen. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires whether or 
not Henry Clay ever said of Polk, "Go home, G-d d-n you, 
where you belong" ; thinks that Whigs in Madison County, 
N.Y. ,  would not vote for Clay if convinced that he had used 
such profane language. 
From Leonard Jarvis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that partial 
election returns in Maine's state elections indicate a large 
Democratic victory by some nine thousand votes. 
From Ely Moore. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises that Vermont will 
vote Whig, as expected; thinks that New York, Pennsylva­
nia, and New Jersey will go Democratic. 
From Hopkins L. Turney. 
From John Anderson. 
From Jonathan I. Coddington. 
From George H. Franklin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks on behalf 
of a number of Polk's political friends in New York City 
what his views might be on the subject of dueling. 
From William H. Haywood, Jr. 
From William C. Hazen. 
From John P. Heiss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Estimates that a 
sixteen-page pamphlet, containing the "Vindication" arti­
cle in this day's Nashville Union, would cost $160 for ten 
thousand copies or $85 for five thousand copies. 
From William L. Marcy. 
Calendar 
1 1  Sept 
1 1  Sept 
12 Sept 
12 Sept 
12 Sept 
12 Sept 
12 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
13 Sept 
14 Sept 
14 Sept 
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From William G. Sanders. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from 
Dudleyville, Ala., and inquires about Polk's views on the 
tariff and Texas annexation questions. 
From James M. Williamson. 
From Auguste D' Avezac. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details stops on 
his campaign speaking tour, including mass meetings at 
Baltimore, Trenton, and Wheeling. 
From Edwin F. Polk. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From Job W. Ray. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that the citizens 
of Alleghany County, Md., would appreciate having Polk's 
tariff views communicated directly in writing to them, as 
the partisan newspapers of that area cannot be relied upon 
to convey the facts accurately. 
From Aaron Wagar. L, copy in the hand of and certified 
by E. Dibrell. DLC-JKP. Claims that Polk owes him $2.25 
payable on the account of William E. Woodruff of Little 
Rock, Ark. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From George Bancroft. 
From A. Ettinger. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes on behalf of a 
Protestant congregation in New Berlin, Penn. ,  and solicits 
Polk's views on "the impending danger of our Government 
falling into the hands of Roman power. " 
From Jehiel H. Halsey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Augus­
tus H. Pease. 
To John P. Heiss. 
From George R. Hughes. ALS. DLC-JKP. Proposes that 
Polk answer five questions relating to a new national bank, 
an Independent Treasury system, distribution of land rev­
enues, tariff protection on household commodities, and the 
general ticket method of electing U.S. House members. 
From Frederick P. Stanton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Regrets that 
illness prevents his going to Middle Tennessee to campaign. 
From V. M. Swayze. ALS. DLC-JKP. Renews his unan­
swered interrogatories of August 26th respecting Polk's tar­
iff views. 
From William E. Venable. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "A Democrat." DLC-JKP. 
Traces William C. Bouck's political career and maintains 
that the nomination of Silas Wright, Jr., for governor will 
diminish Polk's chances of carrying New York. 
From William Henry Brisbane. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that 
as Polk's opponent is often charged with "obliquities of 
character," questions about the candidates' moral views 
must be asked; wishes to know if Polk would ever fight a 
duel, gamble, or use profane language. 
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From William A. Coleman. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk 
to honorary membership in the Philomathesian Society of 
Wake Forest College. 
From John Galbraith. 
From Edward Harden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Affirms his private 
support for Polk but explains that as the collector of cus­
toms at Savannah, he can take no public part in the election 
contest. 
From J. George Harris. 
From John P. Heiss. 
From Andrew T. Judson. 
From Bromfield L. Ridley. 
From C. Smith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Queries Polk's views on 
topics of public concern in Clarke County, Ohio; desires 
written statements on proposals for a new national bank, 
tariff protection, assumption of state debts, Texas annexa­
tion, occupation of Oregon, and continuation of the Cum­
berland Road. 
From James M. Williamson. 
From R. H. Hammond. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that James 
Buchanan spoke the previous day at Milton, Penn. ,  to one 
of the largest meetings ever assembled in that part of the 
state. 
From James McKisick. 
From Robert J. Nelson. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that in 
Memphis the Whigs are boasting about the large number of 
Polks in Maury County who are publicly supporting Henry 
Clay for president. 
From Edward Southwick. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges an amal­
gamation of political parties on republican principles; antic­
ipates that the southern states will eventually move toward 
a system of free labor. 
From William J. Whitthorne. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a 
list of appointments for William T. Ross and Barkly Mar­
tin in Bedford, Coffee, and Rutherford counties of Middle 
Tennessee. 
From James Allen. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that although 
he is of the Whig persuasion, he has defended Polk against 
false charges circulating in Bates County, Mo. 
From John T. Andrews. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
To Robert Armstrong. 
From William G. Austin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests Polk's 
assistance in arranging an exchange between the Nashville 
Union and the Ledger of West Feliciana Parish, La. 
From John 0. Bradford. ALS. DLC-JKP. Compares state 
election results thus far in 1844 with those in 1840; pre-
Calendar 
1 6  Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
16 Sept 
1 7  Sept 
1 7  Sept 
17 Sept 
17  Sept 
1 7  Sept 
17 Sept 
17 Sept 
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diets large gains for the Democratic ticket for president in 
November; attributes prospects for success to party unity. 
From Leonard P. Cheatham. 
From John Cramer. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that there is 
strong support for Polk and Dallas throughout the western 
counties of New York. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports on meet­
ings in the Philadelphia area where he has spoken in behalf 
of the Democratic ticket. 
To John P. Heiss. 
From Herschel V. Johnson. 
From John K. Kane. 
From Isaac S. Ketcham. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a letter 
of introduction from John C. Calhoun and explains his deci­
sion not to visit Tennessee as originally planned; states that 
he has campaigned for Polk from Maryland to Missouri; pre­
dicts that his home state of Michigan will vote Democratic. 
From Warren Lincoln. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
will carry Chemung County, N.Y. ; asks that Polk commu­
nicate his views on the annexation of Texas, the acquisi­
tion of Oregon, the distribution of surplus federal revenues, 
his private investments in slaves, and his personal religious 
principles. 
From Thomas Martin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises Polk not to 
attend personally to the distribution of documents, for such 
actions might be used against him in the campaign. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From John Blair. 
From John A. Bryan. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that for eight 
years he headed the Ohio Democratic Central Committee 
and that he does not inflate his election estimates; hav­
ing just toured Maryland, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New 
York, he reports that he has never before seen Democrats 
so excited as in the present contest. 
From William Conner. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates the political 
outlook in several cities recently visited, including Philadel­
phia and Baltimore; notes that the Virginia Whigs are 
dispirited. 
From William E. Cramer. 
From Stephen H. Crane et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Write on be­
half of loyal Democrats in Union, N.J., and solicit Polk's 
views on tariff protection. 
From E. S. Davis. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that on his current 
trip to Boston he has observed the Whigs' great disappoint­
ment over the Maine elections; notes that James Hall, for­
merly a congressman from Maine, wishes to be remembered 
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to Polk; states that all seemed well as he passed through 
Pennsylvania and New York. 
From J. George Harris. 
From William Hendricks. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From Lawrence Taliaferro. ALS. DLC-JKP. Expresses his 
strong hopes for Polk's election and mentions that he at­
tended the Baltimore Convention "at the instance of the 
working classes" in the Bedford area of Pennsylvania. 
From Robert J. Ward. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests reliable in­
formation as to the course Tennessee will take in the presi­
dential election; recalls that he served as a Jackson elector 
for Kentucky in 1828. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From John P. Heiss. 
From Daniel Kenney. 
From Thomas Martin. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that Aaron 
V. Brown is still at his plantation in Lowndes County, Miss. ,  
and is  not expected back in Pulaski until the end of next 
week. 
From Robert Weakley. 
From Alfred Balch. 
From William T. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to send 
new speakers from Middle Tennessee to campaign in the 
Western District. 
From Jesse B. Clements. ALS. DLC-JKP. Informs Polk that 
Hopkins L. Turney has canceled his plans to go to the West­
ern District and has gone to Giles and Marshall counties to 
debate Spencer Jarnagin and Robertson Topp. 
From John I. DeGraff. 
From David Files. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Joseph H.  
Young, a Mobile, Ala., cotton factor. 
From Arnold S. Harris. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. 
From A. P. Stinson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports from St. 
Joseph, Mich. ,  that his home state and Indiana are both 
safe for Polk and Dallas. 
From Hampton C. Williams. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he 
presently serves as acting chief clerk in the Navy Depart­
ment's Bureau of Construction and complains that for the 
fifth time he has been passed over for the permanent posi­
tion in favor of a Whig. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From William Bobbitt. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from Cof­
feeville, Miss. ,  and inquires what disposition should be 
made of funds to be collected next month. 
From George M. Dallas. 
Calendar 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
20 Sept 
21 Sept 
21 Sept 
21 Sept 
2 1  Sept 
21 Sept 
21 Sept 
21 Sept 
From David T. Disney. 
From John Fairfield. 
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From George Given. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Assures Polk that 
Pennsylvania will vote Democratic; bases his prediction on 
his recent campaign tour of eleven counties in the eastern 
part of the state. Given's letter posted without seal to An­
drew Jackson for his prior perusal and mailed to Polk from 
Nashville on October 4, 1844. 
From J. George Harris. 
To John P. Heiss. 
From Adam Huntsman. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews Demo­
cratic appointments for various speakers in the Western 
District of Tennessee. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Expresses great 
delight in the Democratic victory in Maine's state elections; 
asks for directions about mailing the Nashville Vindication 
pamphlet to the Democratic members of Congress. 
From William Stoms. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
state in writing his views on the Tariff Act of 1842. 
From Fernando Wood. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Reports that he has 
just completed a tour of the southern counties of New York 
and that the Democratic majorities in that section of the 
state will be unprecedented. 
From Barnabas Bates. 
From James G. Bryce. ALS. DLC--J"KP. States that on his 
return home to Louisiana he has observed favorable indica­
tions from Columbia to his present stop in St. Louis; men­
tions that he must attend a Democratic mass meeting in 
Baton Rouge on September 30th. 
From Joseph Commander et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Solicit on 
behalf of the citizens of Greensboro, N.C. , Polk's views on 
the tariff. 
From Ezekiel H. Gage. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that local 
Democrats favor a ·�udicial Tariff'' and Texas annexation; 
complains that the Whigs are telling the Irish voters of 
Susquehanna County, Penn., that Polk opposes all tariffs. 
From John W. Goode et al. 
From Joseph Hall. ALS. DLC-JKP. Warns Polk against us­
ing the speaking services of Robert Rantoul, Jr. ,  a former 
Democrat who supported John Tyler and thereby obtained 
the customs collectorship of Boston; recalls that he was the 
only northern Democrat to support the gag rule; mentions 
that E. S. Davis of Tennessee has offered to aid him in bet­
tering his situation should Polk win the presidency. 
From Samuel Hazlett. ALS. DLC-JKP. Desires Polk to state 
unequivocally whether he favors or opposes the Tariff Act 
of 1842. 
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23 Sept 
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From Hiram Hill. ALS. DL� Wishes Polk well in the 
forthcoming election and says that in Virginia the Demo­
cratic ticket will win by at least five thousand votes. 
From George W. Hopkins. ALS. DL� Writes from 
Abingdon, Va. ,  that his congressional district will give Polk 
a majority of some five hundred to a thousand votes; pre­
dicts that if the Democrats carry New York, Polk's election 
is certain. 
From George S. Houston. 
From Edward J. Mallett. 
From Josiah Baldwin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recalls serving as 
a page in the U.S. House during Polk's speakership; states 
that Democrats in Elmira, N.Y. ,  received Polk's nomination 
"with Joy and Acclamation." 
From Levin H. Coe. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that the Demo­
crats have managed the campaign in Benton, Weakley, and 
Obion counties as well as the Whigs; however, the oppo­
sition has not been answered properly in Carroll, Gibson, 
Dyer, Madison, and Henderson counties. 
From William Fitzgerald. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to 
send outside speakers to the Western District; notes that 
the Whigs are going "to throw all their forces for the coming 
month on the District."  
From John Gately. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a political es­
say that he has written for publication in the newspaper of 
Polk's choice. 
From James Buchanan. 
From David M. Currin. 
From Levi S. D'Lyon. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a pam­
phlet in defence of Ezekiel Polk's character; states that he 
has circulated the pamphlet throughout Georgia in advance 
of state elections; predicts that Polk will carry Georgia in 
November. (Enclosure not found.) 
From Augustus R. Elwood et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Request on 
behalf of the citizens of Otsego County, N.Y. ,  Polk's views 
on whether or not wool should be imported duty free. 
From Ransom H. Gillet. 
From Elbert Herring. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a copy of 
a political article written by his brother for publication at 
Nashville. (Enclosure not found.) 
From Wilson Lumpkin. 
From William Moore. 
From Franklin Pierce. 
From John Reed. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires if Polk's family 
was formerly from the Eastern Shore of Maryland or from 
Delaware; states that his mother was a Polk and that when 
she was young some of her family moved to North Carolina. 
Calendar 
23 Sept 
23 Sept 
23 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
24 Sept 
25 Sept 
25 Sept 
25 Sept 
25 Sept 
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From Edmund D. Taylor and William Walters. LS. DLC­
JKP. Request Polk's support for the appointment ofWilliam 
L. D. Ewing of Illinois to be U.S. charge d'affaires to the 
Republic of Texas. 
From J. Thompson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from the office 
of Thompson 's Reporter of New York City and solicits Polk's 
views on postal reform. 
From J. M. Thompson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wants a loan of 
money for purposes of betting on the presidential election; 
requests that the money be sent to him at Clarksburg, Va. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Briefs Polk on 
latest campaign arrangements in Tennessee. 
To Robert Armstrong. ALS. ICHi. Requests that Arm­
strong review the enclosed (probably copies of John W 
Goode et al. to Polk, September 21 ,  1844, and its accom­
panying Giles County Whig Interrogatories) ; asks that he 
reply by the next day's mail after consulting with J. George 
Harris. 
From John Bigler. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires whether or 
not Polk has written and published since his nomination 
any letters on the tariff issue other than that to Kane of 
Philadelphia. 
From David Campbell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks on behalf of 
the Democracy of Pittsburgh, Penn. ,  whether or not Polk 
favors the Tariff Act of 1842 without modification. 
From D. B. Groat. ALS. DLC-JKP. Warns Polk that the 
Whigs of Richfield Springs, N.Y. , plan to solicit his views 
under the guise of a nonpartisan inquiry. 
From J. George Harris. 
From John P. Heiss. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he has com­
pleted the distribution of the Nashville Vindication pam­
phlet. 
From Gansevoort Melville. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates details 
of a mass meeting of Democrats in Columbus, Ohio. 
From Benjamin Rawls. 
From Richard Spurling. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks Polk's views 
on creating an Independent Treasury system. 
From Joseph B. Anthony. ALS. DLG-JKP. Predicts that 
Pennsylvania will vote Democratic in November; states that 
he is proud to be able to answer from personal knowledge 
the Whig inquiry, "Who is James K. Polk?" 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From W Franklin Barr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Propounds inter­
rogatories regarding Polk's views on an Independent Trea­
sury system, free trade, direct taxation, limited veto power, 
and a one-term presidency. 
From John M. Daniel. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests assistance 
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28 Sept 
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in documenting his repayment of a loan for which he had 
served as surety. 
To John W. Goode et al. 
To John W. Goode et al. 
To John P. Heiss. ALS. T-JPH. Requests that Heiss send 
him the balance of the one thousand copies of the Nashville 
Vindication pamphlet reserved for his personal distribu­
tion. 
From W Y. Huston. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks for a written 
statement of Polk's political principles. 
From Asher A. Selover. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests Polk's 
autograph. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From John Catron. 
From J. George Harris. 
From William H. Haywood, Jr. 
From John P. Heiss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that he has 
sent the Nashville Vindication pamphlet "to every part of 
the United States" and to every Democratic member of 
Congress. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From John Law. 
From James B. Smith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks if Polk favors 
reducing the duties imposed by the 1842 Tariff Act; states 
that he is the son of James N. Smith and a former resident 
of Maury County. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Auguste D'Avezac. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he has 
campaigned from the Ohio to the James rivers and has met 
large crowds every two days for the past two weeks; indi­
cates that he will speak in Norfolk, Portsmouth, Philadel­
phia, and other towns on his return trip to New York. 
From John W. Goode et al. 
From John W. P. McGimsey. 
From Julius W. Blackwell. 
From Alexander I. McKnight and William J. Cooper. LS. 
DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to membership in the Eumenean So­
ciety of Davidson College. 
From John B. Macy. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses D. B. Tall­
madge's speech of September 23, 1844, which gave a full 
exposition of Polk's views on the tariff and which made a 
favorable impression on the citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
From William H. Noble. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes strong sup­
port for Polk in Cayuga County, N.Y. 
From Christopher S. Shnick. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that 
he and a number of his neighbors in Union Town, Penn. ,  
wish to  know Polk's views on tariff protection. 
Calendar 
28 Sept 
29 Sept 
29 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
30 Sept 
[1 Oct 1844] 
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From James T. Worthington. ALS. DL� Offers Polk 
honorary membership in the Dialectic Society of Cincinnati 
College. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Leonard P. Cheatham. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he 
will attend to Polk's request tomorrow morning as soon as 
J. George Harris arrives at the office. 
From J. Edward Baines. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses news­
paper clipping of a letter purporting to be Polk's letter to 
the People of Tennessee, May 29, 1843; asks if the letter is 
genuine. 
From George M. Dallas. ALS. DL� Encloses letter 
from William E. Read of Baltimore to John M. Read of 
Philadelphia; this letter tells what may be expected from 
Maryland's state elections on Wednesday next. 
To John P. Heiss. 
From James R. Paynter et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Request that 
Polk reply to the charge that he favors "a dissolution of the 
Union in case Texas is not immediately annexed to the U. 
States." 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From James G. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
Indiana is safe for the Democratic presidential ticket; ac­
knowledges receipt of "a bundle of pamphlets" relative to 
charges against Ezekiel Polk. 
From John S. Reed. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests $30 for elec­
tion expenses in Tioga County, Penn. 
From Henry Simons, Jr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that in some 
newspapers Polk is for tariff protection and in some, for free 
trade; asks Polk to state his position on this issue. 
From James H. Thomas. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that in 
his haste to leave he neglected to obtain the will of George 
Barker and deliver it to the chancery court hearing the case 
of McCullough v. Barker. 
From Richard A. L. Wilkes. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
that his brother-in-law, Mark Prewett, be appointed post­
master of Aberdeen, Miss., and that John W Duke be named 
to the post of U.S. marshal for the northern district of Mis­
sissippi. 
From Archibald Wright. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that Thom­
as M. Jones has indicated his willingness to accept speak­
ing appointments for the party any time after October 14; 
Aaron V. Brown is not yet home. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses copy 
of the Nashville Union wherein is reprinted the Cincin­
nati Gazette 's retraction of the Roorback stories; states that 
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2 Oct 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
Moses Dawson had "put the matter right" in the Cincinnati 
Advertiser. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Explains that he 
could get nothing inserted in the Nashville Union today; 
will run the material in Thursday's issue. 
From John M. Bass. ALS. DLC-JKP. Acknowledges receipt 
of Polk's check for $500 and encloses Polk's canceled note 
for that sum held formerly by the Union Bank of Nashville. 
From Levin H. Coe. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that he de­
bated John Bell last Saturday at Portersville, but that sub­
sequently the Whigs have been unwilling to permit his con­
tinuing the debate with Bell at their mass meetings. 
From Cyrus C. Crafts. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
give a "full & clear exposition" of his views on slavery and 
direct his reply to Poland, Me. 
From John P. Heiss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to send 
copy for the Nashville Union through Robert Armstrong 
rather than J. George Harris, as Harris arrives in town late 
in the morning and "puts off everything to the last hour, 
and then it is all bustle and confusion." 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports the forma­
tion of an "absolute alliance of the Natives with the Whigs, 
the former engaging for Markle, in exchange for aid on the 
Congressional and Legislative tickets. " 
From John H. Lumpkin. 
From Thomas Martin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details schedule 
of speaking engagements for Democratic meetings in Law­
rence, Wayne, and Hardin counties; expects Aaron V. Brown 
to return soon to his home in Pulaski, Tenn. 
From Franklin Pierce. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces the 
bearer, J. Shackford Kimball, formerly of Concord, N.H. ,  
but currently of Boston, Mass. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. ALS. DLC--JKP. Relates that a corre­
spondent of his from Charleston has visited New York City 
and reported Polk's prospects to be very positive there. 
From Joseph L. White. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses letter to 
Polk from citizens of Otsego County, N.Y. (Augustus R. El­
wood et al. to Polk, September 23, 1844.) 
From Alexander 0. Anderson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that 
in Maryland state elections Baltimore has gone Democratic 
by at least six hundred votes and that Baltimore County 
will give the Democrats a similar margin of victory. 
From Alexander 0. Anderson. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that 
since writing earlier this date he has learned of additional 
returns in the Maryland state elections; reports that the 
Democracy has triumphed in Baltimore by a majority of 
1 ,301 and in the county by about 700 votes. 
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From Alfred Balch. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Reviews election pros­
pects in East Tennessee as related by travelers from Knox 
and Roane counties; tells of campaign plans for meetings in 
Nashville. 
From William Elsey, Sr. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Requests informa­
tion about the current amount of his Revolutionary War 
pension and to what back pay, if any, he may be entitled 
under the Pension Act of 1828. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Indicates that cam­
paign activities in Nashville are going according to Polk's 
wishes and directions; thinks that the Roorback stories will 
not harm Polk's election chances; discusses the impact, if 
any, of the Giles County Whig interrogatories. 
From John V. Hoagland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits the posi­
tion of measurer at the Customs House in New York City. 
From Holeman Rice. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Asks if Polk sup­
ported legislation providing for Revolutionary War pen­
sions. 
From John Sheakley. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Informs Polk that 
his township of Sandy creek won the prize banner at a large 
Democratic mass meeting held in Mercer, Penn. ,  on Sep­
tember 25th. 
From C. Spencer et al. LS. DLC-J"KP. Request that Polk 
communicate his views on the tariff question and so assist 
his Democratic friends in Bloomington, Ind. ,  and the state's 
Tenth Judicial District. 
From Nathaniel Terry. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Relates Whig alle­
gations by Robert Desha of Mobile, Ala., asserting that Polk 
had played cards for money some years previously; offers to 
refute these falsehoods if Polk so wishes. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Urges Polk to 
send Clement C. Clay and James W. McClung to East Ten­
nessee. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Relates plans for 
sending the Democratic military companies to a campaign 
meeting in Sumner County. 
To James Buchanan. 
From Arnold S. Harris. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Reports on Demo­
cratic barbecue in Wilson County; notes that nine compa­
nies of Democratic militia will attend the Sumner County 
meeting on October 4th. 
From J. George Harris. 
From William M. Lowry. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Predicts that East 
Tennessee will give Polk a larger vote than he received from 
that division of the state in the last gubernatorial election. 
From Barkly Martin. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Explains that four 
days previously he went to bed with chills and fever and that 
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Polk must find someone to take his appointment at Pales­
tine, Tenn. 
From Gansevoort Melville. 
From Amasa J. Parker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Thinks that Silas 
Wright's nomination for governor has brought unity to the 
New York Democracy and estimates that some seventy 
thousand attended yesterday's mass meeting here in Al­
bany. 
From Silas Reed. ALS. DLC-JKP. Observes that the friends 
of John Tyler hold the balance in Ohio's presidential contest 
and that he has assured his fellow Tylerites that Polk will 
not follow Martin Van Buren's policy of proscription against 
them. 
From George W. Rice. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates that the 
Whig majority in Marion County, Tenn. ,  will be held to 
fifty votes; encloses James Morgan's certificate defending 
Ezekiel Polk's loyalty to the patriot cause during the Amer­
ican Revolution. 
From N. Wadsworth. ALS. DLC--JKP. Outlines his objec­
tions to the nature and extent of southern influence in the 
nation's governance. 
From Hugh J. Anderson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that 
in his gubernatorial race in Maine he has gained a five 
thousand vote majority over the combined votes of both 
the Whig and abolitionist tickets; notes that their common 
friend, John Fairfield, has performed excellently, despite 
poor health, in bringing about the victory in Maine. 
From Lewis Cass. 
From William E. Cramer. 
From Auguste D' Avezac. ALS. DLC--JKP. Relates accounts 
of his speaking engagements in Norfolk, Va. ,  and New York 
City. 
From Auguste D' Avezac. ALS. DLC--JKP. Explains how his 
earlier letter of this date was sent enclosed in a letter writ­
ten by his host, Albert G. Southall. 
From E. S. Davis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses state elections 
in Maryland and expects the margin of Whig victory to be 
only two or three hundred votes. 
From William L. S. Dearing. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that 
he has learned from Samuel Morse's telegraph office that 
the Whigs have carried the Maryland state elections and 
thinks that the Democrats have done well there considering 
the large amounts of money provided to the Whigs by office 
holders wishing to be reappointed. 
From Hudson S. Garland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges that Polk 
send everyone to the mass meeting in Clarksville, Tenn. ;  
asks that Robert Armstrong b e  directed to make Edwin W. 
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Hickman withdraw from the brigadier general's election in 
Dickson and Davidson counties; argues that Hickman's de­
feat "is certain as matters are, "  for the Dickson militia will 
be in Clarksville en masse in any case. 
From David Henshaw. ALS. DLC-JKP. Complains that the 
Whigs followed a policy of total proscription against all of­
fice holders not of their political persuasion, even down to 
the lowliest lighthouse keeper; recommends that Polk reject 
the Whig approach and in its place take up reforms in those 
departments receiving and disbursing government funds. 
To Charles J. Ingersoll. 
From Andrew Jackson. ANS. DLC-JKP. Sends letter from 
John B. Macy, whose letter to Jackson of September 28, 
1844, requests assistance in forwarding his letter to Polk 
of September 28, 1844. 
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports on his cam­
paign tour of the Western District; relates that informed 
friends do not think that the Whig majority in that part 
of Tennessee will exceed five hundred votes; states his per­
sonal belief that Polk will carry West Tennessee. 
To John K. Kane. 
From Albert G. Southall. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that al­
though a loyal friend of John Tyler, he supports Polk's pres­
idential bid fully and predicts victory in Virginia by some 
five thousand votes. 
From James H. Thomas. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details his cam­
paign efforts in Lawrence County, Tenn. ;  notes that in the 
last couple of days he has brought three Whigs "into the 
good old Democratic church, & clothed them in the uniform 
of the military companies. " 
From John 0. Bradford. 
From Robert J. Lackey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests a letter 
from Polk's hand stating his position on the tariff ques­
tion. 
From Barkly Martin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires by messen­
ger if there is any news of election results in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, or Georgia; adds that he is still very feeble, 
but hopes "to make another fight or two before 5th Nov. " 
From Will M. Shipp. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews election news 
from Hopkinsville, Ky. , and estimates that four hundred 
Democrats from Christian County will attend the mass 
meeting in Clarksville, Tenn. 
From Arabia J. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Demo­
crats in Garrard County, Ky. , are "on fire" for Polk, even 
though Garrard is the Whig stronghold for Robert P. Letch­
er, William Owsley, and George Robertson. 
From Auguste D'Avezac. ALS. DLC-JKP. Tells of efforts to 
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organize the Democrats of James City County, Va. 
From Hugh W Dunlap. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Lou­
isiana will vote Democratic in the presidential election; 
maintains that New Orleans will support Polk now that the 
"Elliott" voters have been legalized. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Praises James 
Buchanan's campaign speech yesterday in Salem, N.J. 
From Boling Gordon. ALS. DLC-JKP. Agrees to canvass 
the western counties of Tennessee with appointments in 
Hardin, MeN airy, Henderson, Perry, Carroll, Benton, and 
Humphries. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Timothy Kezer. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. 
From Thomas K. Price. ALS. DLC-JKP. Expresses confi­
dence that Polk will carry Louisiana, even though the Whigs 
have won the New Orleans city elections by a margin of 
some four hundred votes. 
From Anonymous. L. DLC-JKP. Relates that the Whigs 
have raised a higher pole than the Locofocos. 
To Robert Armstrong. 
From Adam Fergusson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Admits that the 
Whigs outnumber the Democrats in Smith County, but 
claims that "no part of your friends in Tennessee can be 
more devoted" than the Smith County Democrats. 
From John A. Gardner. 
From Carter Gazlan and Hiram H. Hicks. LS. DLC-JKP. Al­
lege that half a million dollars have been contributed from 
British sources to aid in Polk's election; request that Polk 
state his views on tariff protection and on creation of a na­
tional bank. 
From Lawson Gifford. 
To Boling Gordon. 
From John C. Hamilton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Worries that Polk 
will lose thousands of votes in Maine because ofWhig asser­
tions that he opposed bills for the reliefofthe Revolutionary 
War veterans. 
From Adam Huntsman. 
From Marie Leleatia Persis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Seeks gift of 
money with which to pay for travel from her home in Henry 
County, Tenn. ,  to Louisville, where she will receive free 
medical assistance from a sympathetic physician. 
From Richard H. Stanton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk 
that election prospects are favorable and that if Ohio and 
Pennsylvania vote Democratic, Kentucky may yet be won. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details distribu­
tion of campaign literature; discusses newspaper articles on 
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the occupant question. 
From Levin H. Coe. ALS. DLC-,JKP. Estimates that the 
Whigs will carry the Western District by one thousand 
votes; details events at the highly successful meeting at 
Wesley, Tenn. ;  complains that Frederick P. Stanton has 
spent too much time campaigning in Memphis. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Robert E. Finnell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests appoint­
ment to the place held by John W. Russell, a Whig in Frank­
lin County, Ky. 
From Boling Gordon. ALS. DLC--JKP. Replies to Polk's "let­
ter by Capt Jones of yesterday" and lists his speaking en­
gagements in Wayne and Hardin counties for the period of 
October 1 1th through October 22nd. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DLC-JKP. Explains financial 
difficulties in getting out a pamphlet on the occupant ques­
tion; thinks that this material might better be "re-inserted 
into the Daily Union, and the type being up a few thousands 
of Extra Unions containing a contrast of your opinions with 
those of Mr. Clay might be made for $40 or $50." 
From Edward B. Hubley. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports Penn­
sylvania state election returns from Schuylkill County; ex­
presses surprise that the Whigs of Philadelphia "had been 
so extensively engaged in pipe laying" as to win the city and 
county by a majority of seven thousand votes. 
From Edwin F. Polk. 
From Henry E. Riell. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that a coali­
tion of Whigs and Nativists have carried Philadelphia by 
five thousand votes; maintains that in the presidential elec­
tion that majority will be reduced by half. 
From Anonymous. L. DLC-JKP. Sends a few stanzas of a 
campaign song "the mountain boys" of Bedford County, Va. ,  
are singing; predicts that Polk will carry the Electoral Col­
lege with a total of 171  votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that he 
has sent Polk's letter to Armstrong of October 7, 1844, and 
Aaron Wagar's letter to Polk of September 12, 1844, to Jean 
Baptiste Plauche to be used in New Orleans should Wagar's 
charges be made public there; discusses campaign appoint­
ments in Middle Tennessee. 
From William Bobbitt. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that $250 
of Polk's money is now available at Coffeeville, Miss., and 
that the balance will be ready by the first of next week. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Moses Dawson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Takes pleasure in 
reporting that in Ohio's state elections the Democrats have 
carried Cincinnati by a majority of two thousand votes. 
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From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Thinks that Ohio 
is safe for the Democrats, who have gained a majority of 
eighteen hundred votes in Hamilton County. 
From B. Dwinell. ALS. DLC.,JKP. Explains that the Whig 
arrangement with the Native Americans has resulted in a 
swing of some six thousand votes against the Democracy of 
Pennsylvania. 
From James H. Ewing. ALS. DLC.,JKP. Relates that Polk's 
political friends have achieved a "splendid victory" in Cin­
cinnati and Hamilton County; notes that "a gang of Whig 
bully's and loafers led on by a few desperate Whig nativists" 
drove off a large number of German voters from the polls 
in the ninth ward. 
From Albert Gallup. 
From H. L. Jeffers. ALS. DLC.,JKP. Inquires of Polk's views 
on slavery and asks that same be sent to him in writing (at 
Nashville, Ohio). 
To Cave Johnson. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC.,JKP. States that the Demo­
crats are "awfully whipped" in Philadelphia and surround­
ing counties "by a combination of nativism & Whiggery" 
operating in their state elections. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC.,JKP. Indicates that 
the Democrats have lost their hold on the Southwark and 
Kensington districts of Philadelphia County, Penn. ;  main­
tains that the "late disturbances" in those districts have 
aided the Nativists in winning control over them. 
From Hendrick B. Wright. ALS. DLC.,JKP. States that the 
election returns in Northern Pennsylvania are "truly cheer­
ing" and that if Democrats in other parts of the state do as 
well, they will carry the gubernatorial election by twenty 
thousand votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC---JKP. Learns from 
Moses Dawson, James G. Read, and others that Maryland 
has voted Democratic in state elections. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC---JKP. Returns from fif­
teen counties indicate that the Ohio governor's race is "ex­
tremely close" ; still adheres to his earlier prediction of a 
Democratic victory in Ohio's state elections. 
From Powhatan Ellis. ALS. DLC.,JKP. Reports on Demo­
cratic meetings held in Ripley, Tenn., and Jackson, Miss. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC---JKP. Asserts that the 
coalition ofWhigs and Native Americans is the work of An­
glophiles and that "this last movement of the British party 
in this Country will tend to rouse up every true friend to 
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Republican Liberty through out the land." 
From William Fitzgerald. ALS. DL� Advises that he 
has relieved A. 0. P. Nicholson of his pending engagements 
in the Western District, excepting that of the Paris meet­
ing on October 2 1st; observes this arrangement will free 
Nicholson to go where there is greater need, for John Bell 
is making no gains on his present tour. 
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DL� Fears that he can­
not fill his appointments of October 21st and following, as 
he expects an addition to his family on October 25th; rec­
ommends that A. 0. P. Nicholson substitute for his engage­
ments. 
From Chauncey P. E. Johnson. ALS. DLC---JKP. Solicits ap­
pointment to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
From Daniel Newnan. ALS. DLC---JKP. Projects that the 
Democratic majority in Georgia's state election will be some 
1 ,262 votes over that of the previous year; bases his esti­
mate on returns from nine counties. 
From E. Rucker et al. LS. DLC---JKP. Invite Polk to attend a 
mass meeting of Democrats from Wilson and surrounding 
counties on October 20th at Lebanon, Tenn. 
From Richard H. Stanton. ALS. DLC--JKP. Communicates 
Ohio state election returns received to date in Maysville, 
Ky. ; notes that the Quakers have voted for Mordecai Bartley 
for governor. 
From Vernon K. Stevenson. ALS. DLC---JKP. Encloses five 
one hundred dollar bills of the Union Bank of Tennessee; 
explains that John Catron could not attend to Polk's loan 
request personally and asked that he forward Polk the ad­
vance. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates on the 
basis of partial returns that Pennsylvania Democrats have 
elected Francis R. Shunk their next governor by a margin 
of some five to eight thousand votes; adds that New Jersey 
has gone Whig in the state elections. 
From C. P. Young. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reviews Polk's election 
prospects in Louisiana, Kentucky, and Mississippi. 
From Richard Brodhead. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that in 
the Pennsylvania state elections the Democrats have car­
ried his congressional district by more than the three thou­
sand votes that he promised to Aaron V. Brown at the close 
of the last session of Congress. 
From George M. Dallas. ALS. DLC--JKP. Analyzes Penn­
sylvania state election returns and concludes that Francis 
R. Shunk has been elected governor by some five thousand 
votes; estimates that Polk's majority in the presidential vot­
ing should be double that number; adds that Charles J. In-
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gersoll has been returned to the U.S. House by a narrow 
majority. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DLC-JKP. Thinks that James 
Carroll may yet have won the Maryland gubernatorial elec­
tion, despite unfavorable reports from Whig newspapers in 
Louisville and Baltimore. 
From David Hubbard. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that Georgia 
Democrats reportedly have won five and probably six of that 
state's congressional elections. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC-JKP. Calculates that Fran­
cis R. Shunk's majority cannot be less than thirty-five hun­
dred votes; asserts that "the Anti-Catholic libels have had 
effect enough to place Mr. Shunk considerably below the 
County tickets almost every where. "  
From Francis W. Pickens. 
From William H. Stiles. ALS. DLC-JKP. Takes pleasure 
in reporting the Democratic victory in Georgia's state elec­
tions; expects the majority to run between three and five 
thousand votes. 
From Daniel Sturgeon. ALS. DLC--JKP. Regrets that Demo­
cratic majorities in Pennsylvania's state election were not 
larger; maintains that a "nefarious coalition" between Na­
tive Americans and Whigs led to opposition gains, but only 
in the City and County of Philadelphia. 
From Alfred Balch. 
From Joel Branham. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that Georgia 
Democrats have elected four candidates to the U.S. House; 
notes that the Whigs had gerrymandered the state with a 
view of limiting the Democrats to but two seats; adds that 
the popular vote gave the Democracy a margin of about 
three thousand votes. 
From David T. Disney. 
From Edward Harden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Estimates that 
Georgia Democrats have carried the state elections by three 
thousand votes; attributes Whig victories in four congres­
sional races to gerrymandering. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. 
From Jesse Miller. 
From B. E. Patrick. ALS. DLC--JKP. Inquires of Polk's 
views on the protective tariff issue. 
From William H. Polk. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that in ad­
dition to "the news contained, in the letter of Dawson to 
you," friends in Nashville have received confirmation from 
the Whig Louisville Journal that Ohio is going Democrat; 
observes that he has never before seen such a joyous cele­
bration as that in Nashville, where the city is "in a blaze­
Torches, Transparences, and every kind of fire light that 
Calendar 
12 Oct 
13 Oct 
13 Oct 
13 Oct 
13 Oct 
13 Oct 
13 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
507 
can be conceived."  
From James M. Porter. ALS. DLC-JKP. Acknowledges re­
ceipt of the Nashville Vindication pamphlet; maintains that 
the Whig slanders against Polk's grandfather "has signally 
recoiled upon them"; states that Francis R. Shunk's margin 
of victory in the Pennsylvania gubernatorial election would 
have been five thousand greater had he not written "a very 
inconsiderate letter" in answer to Whig charges that he was 
sympathetic to the Roman Catholic Church's opposition to 
the use of the Bible in the common schools. 
From Jonas J. Bell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Promises to forward 
the latest news received in Tuscumbia, Ala., which is Polk's 
most convenient point from which to receive the earliest 
informations from the eastern seaboard; explains that Tus­
cumbia's position on "the great Central Mail Route" from 
Charleston, S.C., to Memphis, Tenn. ,  has placed it within 
seven days of New York City; reports on Georgia's state 
elections; asks to be remembered to Sarah C. Polk, whom 
he knew when he clerked for her father, Joel Childress. 
From John C. Edwards. ALS. DLC--JKP. Discusses Missouri 
state politics and Thomas H. Benton's prospects for reelec­
tion to the U.S. Senate. 
From James Hamilton, Jr. 
From John K. Kane. 
From James H. Thomas. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Ten­
nessee's Western District will give Polk more support than 
presently calculated; lists his appointments in the District 
from October 21st through November 1st. 
From Henderson K. Yoakum. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that 
Democrats in Cannon, Warren, and DeKalb counties ofTen­
nessee are very enthusiastic; notes that Democrats in Smith 
County are less active. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details distri­
bution of campaign literature; complains that Robert J. 
Walker's sheet, "The South In Danger, " may have done in­
jury in Pennsylvania and New York. 
From John B. Butler. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on the Democratic victory in Pennsylvania's recent state 
elections. 
From John P. Chester. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that An­
drew Johnson divided time with Washington Barrow at a 
Whig meeting this date at Jonesboro, Tenn. ; asserts that 
"there never was a Coon so completely skinned at any time 
or place. "  
To Cave Johnson. 
To Cave Johnson. 
From Seaborn Jones. ALS. DLC--JKP. Encloses a clipping 
508 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
14 Oct 
15 Oct 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
from the Columbus Times detailing results in the recent 
Georgia state elections; predicts that Georgia will return to 
the Democrat column in November. 
From John K. Kane. 
From Micajah G. Lewis. ALS. DLC---JKP. Gives latest elec­
tion returns from Ohio and Georgia as supplied by the post 
office in Nashville; advises that Alexander Jones of New 
York will call upon Polk bearing a letter from Robert W. 
Powell. 
From John McKeon. ALS. DLC---JKP. Explains that the 
Whig victory in Ohio's gubernatorial election suggests that 
the abolitionists voted for the Whig candidate, Mordecai 
Bartley; predicts that if the abolitionists vote for James G. 
Birney in November, Polk will carry Ohio. 
From George W. Mayo. ALS. DLC---JKP. Believes that Clay's 
majority in East Tennessee will not be much greater than a 
thousand votes; states that returns in Georgia's state elec­
tions are most encouraging. 
From Robert W. Powell. ALS. DLC---JKP. Introduces Alexan­
der Jones, a physician from New York. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From Francis R. Shunk. 
From James H. Thomas. ALS. DLC---JKP. Urges that his 
speaking schedule in Perry and Hickman counties be re­
vised; states that another engagement at Palestine, Tenn. ,  
is useless. 
From Joel Turrill. ALS. DLC---JKP. Praises the Vindica­
tion pamphlet recently received from Columbia, Tenn. ; ex­
pects that if Democrats succeed in the current struggle, the 
Whigs will not mount another such campaign in the next 
ten or fifteen years. 
From David D. Wagener. ALS. DLC---JKP. Maintains that 
the recent state elections in Pennsylvania may be consid­
ered as a fair test of the forthcoming presidential vote; ex­
pects that Polk will do at least as well as Shunk did in the 
Pennsylvania gubernatorial election. 
From Samuel P. Walker. 
From Hampton C. Williams. ALS. DLC---JKP. Observes that 
in New York the Democrats must oppose all of the extremist 
parties and notes that Horace Greeley is courting the Irish 
vote while other Whigs are recruiting the Native Ameri­
cans. 
From William T. Willis. ALS. DLC---JKP. Reviews vote re­
turns from state elections in Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jer­
sey, Maryland, and Delaware; makes no promise of carrying 
Kentucky; but claims that they at least deserve to do so. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
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From Charles G. Atherton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that 
in Maine the Whigs have not campaigned much since their 
defeat in the recent state elections. 
To Clement C. Clay. 
To J. George Harris. 
From Charles J. Ingersoll. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a 
printed letter "To the Friends of American Industry" signed 
by nineteen Democratic leaders in Pennsylvania under date 
of October 14th; explains that he prepared this publication 
from material sent by Polk on October 2nd and 4th; thinks 
that distribution of the publication in the iron producing 
counties will enhance Polk's vote in the coming election. 
From William M. Lowry. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends that 
Polk avoid Henry Clay's mistake of writing public posi­
tion letters; maintains that East Tennessee Democrats have 
fought their best political campaign in years. 
From John McKeon. ALS. DLC-JKP. Worries that New 
York will follow Pennsylvania in forming a Whig-Native 
American arrangement; rejects notion that the "democratic 
natives" will vote for Clay; indicates that he will hasten 
home from Cincinnati to New York City. 
To A. 0. E Nicholson. 
f'rom Job Pierson. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews in detail 
East Tennessee campaign arrangements, including speak­
ing engagements, newspaper publications, and distribution 
of printed election tickets. 
To Richard H. Stanton. 
To Thomas H. Bradley. ALS. NcU. States that he has sent 
William G. Childress a letter this date addressed to Frank­
lin, Tenn.; requests that Bradley take the letter out of the 
post office and send it to Childress this evening. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From N. Holland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates political findings 
gathered while en route home through Giles and McNairy 
counties to Holly Springs, Miss. 
From George W Owens. ALS. DLC-JKP. Concludes that 
Polk will carry Georgia but may lose Tennessee; comes to 
such determinations on the basis of his travels through Ten­
nessee and north Georgia to Savannah. 
From A. Williams. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits post of surveyor 
general of Arkansas. 
From Fernando Wood. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asserts that New 
York is as safe for Polk as Alabama; bases his estimates on 
district canvasses in every county; praises Polk for making 
no mistakes in the campaign; maintains that Polk is the 
only electable public figure in the country "whose public life 
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is irreproachable and against whom inconsistencies could 
not have been charged." 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews speak­
ing appointments in Middle Tennessee and notes that local 
Whigs are rejoicing at the news of their carrying Philadel­
phia in Pennsylvania's state elections. 
From Jonas J. Bell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Communicates latest 
state election reports from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Georgia, as received to date in Tuscumbia, Ala. 
From William C. Bouck. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC--JKP. Advises that Ohio 
is "yet a battle field" ;  but puts the state in the doubtful col­
umn because of Whig successes in their recent state elec­
tions. 
From Robert P. Flennikem. ALS. DLC-JKP. Calculates that 
in the Pennsylvania state election the coalition between 
Whigs and Native Americans reduced the Democratic ma­
jority by at least seven thousand votes; maintains that the 
coalition systematically lied about Shunk being a Roman 
Catholic and thus an enemy of the Protestant religion. 
From Julian Frazier. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that the 
Democrats have "made a clean sweep of new-born Whig­
gery" in the western counties of Arkansas; notes that the 
Whigs have not elected a single member to the legislature 
from that section of the state. 
From James K. Gibson. Encloses an account of a Whig 
meeting in Abingdon, Va. ;  comments that the opposition 
rally was "a complete failure" ;  states that he is related on 
his mother's side to Polk's family. 
From J George Harris. 
To John K. Kane. 
From William M. Lowry. ALS. DLC--JKP. Encloses a report 
from Augusta telling of Democratic successes in Georgia's 
recent state elections. 
From Gansevoort Melville. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews Democratic 
campaign plans in East Tennessee. 
From William Taylor. 
To William Allen. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews state 
elections in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Georgia; thinks 
that the Democracy has done well in state elections and may 
do better in November in New Jersey and Ohio. 
From Simon Cameron. ALS. DLC--JKP. Assures Polk that 
he will carry Pennsylvania; offers his calculations of the 
electoral vote. 
From Robert M. Echols. ALS. DLC--JKP. Anticipates that 
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Polk will carry Georgia by five thousand votes; claims that 
the Whigs had gerrymandered the state so as to carry six of 
the eight congressional districts; thinks that the Democracy 
has won five seats in the late election. 
From George S. Houston. ALS. DL�KP. Agrees to speak 
at Lawrenceburg on October 25th and then elsewhere in 
Tennessee for ten days or so; regrets that he could not re­
turn to the Western District as requested; explains that he 
was ill for ten days following his last tour of service there. 
From Wilson C. Newsum. ALS. DL� Wishes Polk well 
in the coming election; projects that Polk's majority in Mis­
sissippi will be from four to six thousand votes. 
From Thomas A. Norment. ALS. DL�KP. Recalls his 
former acquaintanceship with Polk's brother, Marshall; re­
grets that Thomas G. Polk has retained his Whig affiliation 
and has supported Henry Clay in the presidential contest. 
From Samuel T. Wilson. ALS. DL�KP. Notifies Polk that 
he has been elected to honorary membership in the Phi­
lalethic Society of Greensburg, Ky. 
From Benjamin H. Brewster. ALS. DL�KP. Attributes 
the poor showing of the Democrats in Philadelphia to the 
Whig alliance with the Native Americans; asserts that the 
leaders of the Native American party are "corrupt vicious 
men who have heretofore been Whigs" and that their fol­
lowers are "animated with a spirit of social or rather polit­
ical and religious intolerance, that knows no bounds, and 
will stay at nothing to secure success. "  
From Charles C .  Cargill. ALS. DLC-JKP. Anticipates vis­
iting Polk in Columbia in November and discussing "some 
scientific discoveries in the manufacturing of crude Iron" ;  
congratulates Polk on his "brightening prospects" in  Geor­
gia. 
From Charles A. Frensley. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits Polk's 
assistance in securing the release of his brother, William 
H. Frensley, from Perote Castle in Mexico; reminds Polk of 
their associations in Rutherford County prior to his broth­
er's joining the Mier Expedition in 1842; notes that his 
brother's plight is very desperate, as revealed in a letter 
from him written on August 25th. 
From Edwin A. Keeble. 
From John M. McCalla. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Ken­
tucky Whigs have renewed their expectations of Henry 
Clay's election; claims that their hopes have been raised by 
an influx of new money from London. 
From Edwin F. Polk. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews controversies 
arising from George Alexander's testimony about Ezekiel 
Polk's participation in the Revolutionary War; states that 
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he has survey returns from every civil district in the county 
and that Hardeman will give a majority of 450 votes in 
Polk's favor. 
From James Webster. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends estimates of 
the New York vote in each congressional district; explains 
that the numbers are based upon "a careful survey of ev­
ery county in the State, giving the doubtful on the poll list 
to the Whigs" ;  projects a Polk victory of from five to seven 
thousand votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to 
come to Nashville on the Tuesday stage. 
From John A. Donohoo. ALS. DLC-JKP. Interprets the re­
sults of the recent state elections as evidence that Polk will 
win the presidential election. 
From Arnold S. Harris. ALS. DLC-JKP. Calculates that the 
Whig combination with Native Americans in Philadelphia 
was only for the state election; notes that the Whigs acted 
"in bad faith towards their allies by electing their own ticket 
in the city and have besides thrown off their own friends 
in the county producing much dissatisfaction both among 
Whigs and Natives." 
From J. B. Thomas. ALS.. DLC--JKP. Attributes David Tad's 
defeat in the Ohio gubernatorial election to Democratic di­
visions in Stark and Wayne counties. 
From Isaac Toucey. 
From Archibald Yell. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends Polk a sack 
of miscellaneous campaign literature purchased from the 
Nashville Union office. 
From Alfred Balch. 
From David Craighead. 
To George M. Dallas. 
From John I. DeGraff. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that Polk's 
prospects in New York look "auspicious" except in the City 
of New York, where the Whigs and Native Americans are 
likely to play the same game as that in Philadelphia; notes 
that the opposition is as vigorous as in 1840 but that the 
Democrats are "much more active than they were then."  
From David T. Disney. 
From Wilson Lumpkin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Assures Polk that 
he may consider the favorable results in the Georgia state 
elections to be "a test vote of the Presidential election."  
From Sherman Page. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports "that the in­
terior of New York was never fighting more manfully in the 
cause of Democracy than at this time"; thinks that the state 
is safe regardless of what the Native Americans do in New 
York City. 
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From Robert F. Stockton. Asserts that they have had "a 
bitter conflict" in New Jersey's recent state elections and 
that the Democrats lost through "the treachery of some of 
our own men. " 
From Aaron V. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports on his nu­
merous speaking engagements in East Tennessee. 
From Clement C. Clay, Jr. ALS. DLC--JKP. Answers for his 
father, Clement C. Clay, Sr. , Polk's letter of October 2 1st; 
states that his father has already left for Tennessee and 
will attend the Lawrenceburg meeting of October 25th, as 
requested by Polk. 
From William E. Cramer. 
From William Fitzgerald. ALS. DLC--JKP. Suggests that 
on the first Monday in November every county in Ten­
nessee will hold a meeting of their county court and that 
the Democrats should have two speakers assigned to meet 
the people at every county seat in the state on court day. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From James Ross Snowden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Denounces 
Pennsylvania's Native Americans for their "narrow minded 
and illiberal views" ;  expresses pride in the fact that there 
"is nothing congenial between them and Democracy." 
To Aaron Vanderpoel. 
From John Adams. ALS. DLC--JKP. Expects Polk to carry 
New York state, even if the Natives and abolitionists vote 
with the opposition. 
From Elias J. Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises that he 
leaves Pleasant Exchange for the South tomorrow. 
From Andrew Beaumont. 
From John Carr. 
From John W Childress. ALS. DLC--JKP. Relates that in 
Rutherford County, Tenn., the Democrats are "straining ev­
ery nerve," sparing "neither money nor labor,"and holding 
"large night meetings in various parts of the county 2 or 3 
times a week where there is speaking, singing, exhibition of 
lights &c." 
From Clement C. Clay and George S. Houston. L, frag­
ment. DLC-JKP. Describe mass meetings at Winchester 
and Lynchburg, Tenn. 
From James Conner. LS. DLC-JKP. Encloses projected ma­
jority in the presidential contest for each county in New 
York; includes name and place of each county contact so­
licited for a vote estimate. 
From David Craighead. AL. DLC-JKP. Relates accounts 
of campaign appointments in Jackson, Brownsville, Porter­
ville, Raleigh, and Memphis. 
From Wallace Estill. ALS. DLC-JKP. Expects that Polk will 
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carry Franklin County, Tenn. ;  maintains that "if the other 
Counties in the state only do half as well, we shall give Fed­
eralism a death blow in Tennessee. "  
From Thomas L .  Hamer. ALS. DL�KP. Anticipates vic­
tories for Polk in Ohio and Indiana. 
From Micajah G. Lewis. ALS. DL�KP. Hastens to tell 
Polk that "all things are right" in Perry and surrounding 
counties. 
From John McKeon. 
From Thomas Martin. ALS. DL� Thinks that Clem­
ent C. Clay gave a "well tempered and argumentative" ad­
dress at yesterday's meeting in Pulaski; suspects that the 
speech made few converts since "arguments, truth, and 
facts are of but little consequence, in the present turgid 
state of the public mind." 
From Arnold Plumer. ALS. DL�KP. Argues that Francis 
R. Shunk would have won a larger majority in the Pennsyl­
vania gubernatorial election had he not published letters on 
the Bible's use in the schools; adds that in western Pennsyl­
vania many farmers did not vote because the weather was 
"remarkably favourable" for gathering their crops. 
From John Blair. ALS. DL�KP. Assures Polk that all pre­
cautionary measures have been taken to prevent pipelaying 
in the East Tennessee border counties; thinks that if North 
Carolina Democrats had worked half as hard as those in 
Tennessee, Carolina would be redeemed; places his hopes 
for victory in Tennessee on getting every Democrat to vote, 
not on converting Whigs, for Tennesseans are "harder to 
move than any other people. "  
From Catherine Crockett. ALS. DLC-JKP. Fears that 
Polk "will think it extremely indelicate for a young lady to 
write to a gentleman with whom she is not personally ac­
quainted";  explains that she takes this liberty to secure the 
vote of a Whig gentleman who promised to vote Democratic 
if she would dare to write Polk a letter such as this. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DL�KP. Advises that Alex­
ander Duncan arrived in Nashville about an hour after 
Polk's departure; says that Duncan will join Polk tomor­
row morning at the residence of William G. Childress in 
Williamson County. 
From John K. Kane. 
From George M. Martin .. ALS. DL�KP. Reports on a brief 
visit to Polk's plantation in Mississippi; relates that all are 
well and that the crop may yield 130 or 140 bales of cotton. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. ALS. DL�KP. Discusses appoint­
ments announced for tTames W. McClung and Aaron V. 
Brown in East Tennessee. 
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From Charles P. Young. ALS. DLC-JKP. Estimates that the 
Whig majority in New Orleans will not exceed four hundred 
and that Louisiana is safe; mentions that he is on his way 
to the residence of Alfred M. Young, where he votes. 
From Anonymous. C, signed "Simon Snooks."  DLC-JKP. 
Announces the last Whig rally for Henry Clay in Philadel­
phia. 
From Tippeo Brownlow. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits a clerk­
ship in the offices of the general government; names several 
prominent North Carolinians as references. 
From Jeptha Fowlkes. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
support his application to be navy agent at Memphis, Tenn. 
From Thomas Martin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a com­
munication sent to Polk under cover addressed to Aaron 
V. Brown, who is away from home. (Enclosure not iden­
tified.) 
From David Morison. ALS. DLC-JKP. Applies for superin­
tendency ofbuildings to be built at the Memphis navy yard. 
From John T. Hudson. 
From Arthur T. Isom. ALS. DLC-JKP. Projects that Polk 
will carry Mississippi by four thousand votes; expects that 
Hinds County, formerly a "hot bed of whiggery, " will re­
duce its Whig majority from eight hundred to two thousand 
votes. 
From Leonard Jones. ALS. DLC--JKP. Urges Polk to fast 
and pray until the election results are known. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Discusses election 
prospects in Pennsylvania and New York; claims that Whig 
campaign leaders work for hire, as "they dress better, make 
parade of more money, live more recklessly, and give us ev­
erything but the absolute proof that they are bought. "  
From Gansevoort Melville. 
From Gideon J. Pillow. ALS. DLC--JKP. Suggests that he 
host the visit with "Gov Clay, Genl Houston & Col Terry" ; 
thinks that their coming into town to Polk's residence 
would attract too much attention. (Formerly calendared 
under date of August 10, 1839.) 
From Edwin F. Polk. ALS. DLC--JKP. Expects to send a 
check in the amount of $160 in the next three days; ex­
plains that he, Charles Perry Polk, and William H. Wood are 
providing the money, not having heard from their brother, 
William Wilson Polk. 
From Collin S. Tarpley. 
From Hopkins L. Turney. ALS. DLC--JKP. Agrees to con­
tinue campaigning through the final week before the elec­
tion, noting that he has already devoted the whole of his 
summer to the cause. 
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To Fernando Wood. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges publica­
tion, without attribution, of an extract from Dallas' letter; 
thinks that the piece would help carry North Carolina, In­
diana, Georgia, and Louisiana. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Alfred M. Young. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that he re­
turned to Madison Parish, La. , from New York just two 
weeks previously and that a straw pool of passengers on 
board the lake steamer Nile gave Polk 315 votes to Clay's 
191 .  
From Aaron V. Brown. ALS. DLC---JKP. Reports that he ar­
rived home last night; notes that he spoke to large crowds 
on his recent campaign tour, and that gains in East Ten­
nessee will run upward of fifteen hundred votes; adds that 
he wishes to come to Columbia the day following the elec­
tion. 
From Samuel P. Caldwell. 
From H.L. Clay. ALS. DLC---JKP. Solicits Polk's voting re­
cord on pensions for soldiers as well as officers of the Rev­
olutionary War; thinks that the Democratic majority in the 
Huntsville area of Alabama will be increased by assurances 
of Polk's past support for that class of pensioners. 
From David T. Disney. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. 
From Samuel Medary. ALS. DLC---JKP. Assures Polk that 
Ohio Democrats are working hard and still hopeful of car­
rying the state. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From William Tyack. ALS. DLC---JKP. Reports that the Na­
tive Americans and Whigs in New York City say they will 
run separate tickets; thinks that if they do, the Democrats 
will have a large majority; discounts the credibility of both 
Natives and Whigs. 
From Julius W. Blackwell. 
To Clement C. Clay. 
From John McKeon. 
From James Page. ALS. DLC---JKP. Observes that the com­
bination of Whigs and Nativists in Pennsylvania had re­
duced the Democratic majority in their recent gubernato­
rial election; expects that the same coalition will produce a 
majority of four thousand for Henry Clay in Philadelphia 
County and City. 
From Zadock Pratt. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Demo­
crats in Prattsville and Albany, N.Y., are both united and 
confident about carrying the state for Polk. 
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From Sylvester S. Southworth. 
From William B. Whitecar. ALS. DL�KP. Denounces 
the recent bargain between the Philadelphia Whigs and Na­
tivists, the terms of which included "a free pardon" for their 
friends who had been or might be convicted "for participat­
ing in the late riots."  
From Joseph B.  Anthony. ALS. DL�KP. States that in the 
rural part of Pennsylvania neither the abolitionists nor the 
Nativists are very numerous. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DL�KP. Recounts special 
arrangements put in place to have the election news from 
southern Ohio delivered in Nashville by Monday night and 
distributed in Middle Tennessee early morning of the next 
day. 
From David B.  Grant. ALS. DL�KP. Requests that Polk 
send the Tennessee election returns to him in Otsego Coun­
ty, N.Y. 
To Cave Johnson. 
From Alexander Jones. ALS. DLC-JKP. Calculates elec­
tion prospects in states through which he passed recently 
in traveling from Indiana to New York; notes that in New 
York City the Whigs have "raised a hue and cry against 
the Catholics, "  have alleged that the Democrats are tied to 
"that sect in the local public school question, "  and so have 
tried to gain "as many votes from the Protestant churches 
as possible."  
From Kenedy Lonergan. 
From William J. Alexander. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes on be­
half of Sarah F. Davidson of Mecklenburg County, N.C. ; ex­
plains that she wishes information about lands sold by Polk 
as agent for her father, William Davidson. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reviews recent 
meetings in Middle Tennessee; predicts success both in Ten­
nessee and the Union. 
From Henry L. Ellsworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Extols the uni­
ty that Polk's nomination has brought to the party; thinks 
that Ohio, North Carolina, Maryland, Delaware, and New 
Jersey are doubtful. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asserts that the 
Whigs have circulated false tickets in "Old Democratic 
Berks County" ; interprets such frauds as a sign of Whig 
desperation in Pennsylvania. 
From John D. Goss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Denounces John Ca­
tron as a dishonest and "impure" judge. 
To James Hamilton, Jr. 
From Andrew Jackson. AN. DLC-JKP. Encloses mail under 
his cover and frank. 
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From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Assures Polk that 
Pennsylvania is safe; relates that news from New York is 
"most cheering." 
From William H. Wood. ALS. DLC--JKP. Encloses check for 
$120 to pay for printing the pamphlet vindicating the honor 
of Ezekiel Polk; explains that the money is provided equally 
by himself, Charles Perry Polk, and John H. Bills. 
From Silas Wright, Jr. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Forwards Henry 
Horn's letter of October 31,  1844. 
From Thomas M. Jones. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts that the 
Democrats will carry Giles County, Tenn.,  by a margin of 
seventy-five or eighty votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts a tre­
mendous majority in New York and so discounts effects of a 
Whig-Native American combination; encloses a letter from 
Samuel Medary, who sends news about the election in Ohio. 
From A. Billings. ALS. DLC--JKP. Describes the Democratic 
mass meeting held this day in Gallatin, Tenn. ;  states that 
he is a member of Nashville's Hickory Cavalry, which has 
been out five days attending earlier meetings in Lebanon 
and Hartsville. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Lewis Eaton. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts that the Dem­
ocrats will carry New York for Polk by over eight thousand 
votes; adds that Native Americans will elect their candi­
dates in legislative and congressional races in New York 
City. 
From A. C. Gillespie. ALS. DLC--JKP. Expresses confidence 
that Polk will carry Mississippi by a six to eight thousand 
vote majority; anticipates that Madison County, Miss., will 
increase its Democratic majority. 
From Edward B. Hubley. ALS. DLC--JKP. Gives the lat­
est election returns from Schuylkill County, Penn. ; notes 
that although the coal districts give increased majorities for 
Clay, the country districts strongly support the Polk and 
Dallas ticket. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts that the 
Democrats will reduce the Whig majority in Philadelphia 
by more than two thousand votes. 
From John W. P. McGimsey. 
From Gansevoort Melville. 
From Alexander Best. 
From James Buchanan. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates on the 
basis of partial returns that Polk has carried Pennsylvania. 
From Moses W. Coolbaugh. ALS. DLC--JKP. Gives the elec­
tion return for Monroe County, Penn. 
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From George M. Dallas. ALS. DLC-JKP. Communicates the 
latest county election returns from Pennsylvania. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that the 
Democrats have lost Ohio; notes that the abolitionists have 
abandoned the Liberty party and have voted for Clay. 
From Daniel Gold. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts that Polk will 
carry New York and Pennsylvania; states that his father­
in-law, Amos Kendall, has supported Polk's candidacy with 
"hearty good will ." 
From Henry Horn. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried Pennsylvania, even though the Whigs have 
"rung the changes upon the tariff question."  
From James Hoyt, Jr. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends the latest 
county election returns from Pennsylvania. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Alexander Jones. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his victory in Pennsylvania; encloses newspaper accounts of 
the election returns. 
From Joseph P. LeClerc. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends the latest 
election returns from Pennsylvania. (Enclosure not found.) 
From John McKeon. 
From Charles McVean. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
will carry New York by a majority of ten thousand. 
From Benjamin Patton. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends county elec­
tion returns from southwest Pennsylvania; notes that even 
in this area, the Whigs' "great strong-hold, " Clay's majority 
exceeds Markle's majority only by one hundred votes. 
From John L. Rightmyer. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that 
Berks County, Penn. ,  has voted Democratic, as it has for 
many years past. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Gives the latest 
election returns from Pennsylvania; adds that "our glorious 
news" has been sent to New York by express mail. 
From Alvin W Bills. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts "a close hunt" 
in Kentucky and waits in suspense for the election returns 
from Ohio and Tennessee. 
From George W Bowman. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory in Pennsylvania. 
From D. Casey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports on the state of the 
campaign in western New York and New York City; predicts 
that the Democrats will carry the state. 
From George M. Dallas. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that the 
Pennsylvania Whigs "have hauled down their flags and 
given up the contest";  estimates that the Democrats will 
carry the state by a majority of seven thousand. 
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From David T. Disney. 
From Josephus C. Guild. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
will carry Tennessee; notes that over the last forty days 
Democratic support has grown in numbers and enthusiasm. 
From J. B. Guthrie. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends election returns 
from the counties of western Pennsylvania; assures Polk 
that he has carried Pennsylvania. 
From John P. Heiss. 
From Marshall S. Howe. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
John Fairfield for the office of secretary of war. 
From Edward B. Hubley. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that in 
Schuylkill County, Penn., Polk's majority has exceeded that 
of Francis R. Shunk. 
From Harriet A. Johnston. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires if Polk 
has any ancestors named Witherow; states that her ma­
ternal great grandfather, John Witherow, had a sister who 
married a Polk and resided in Pennsylvania. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses the latest 
election returns from Pennsylvania. (Enclosure not found.) 
From James G. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
will receive increased majorities in the northern counties 
of Indiana and will carry the state. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that 
Polk has carried Pennsylvania; assures Polk that he will 
also carry New York and New Jersey. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that in 
the City and County of Philadelphia the Democrats have re­
duced the Whig majority by about thirteen hundred votes; 
believes that the Democrats of the state's interior will in­
crease the gubernatorial majorities of last month. 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that last night 
the Democrats of Jackson, Tenn. , held the last "revelry" 
and "illumination" of the campaign and that they have done 
their duty. 
From William Tyack. ALS. DLC-JKP. Stresses the unanim­
ity and enthusiasm of New York Democrats and predicts 
that Polk will carry the state by a majority of twenty thou­
sand votes. 
From John M. Bell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that the Whigs 
have carried New Orleans by only 402 votes and that Demo­
crats consider Louisiana safe. 
From James Buchanan. 
From George M. Dallas. ALS. Polk Memorial Association, 
Columbia, Tenn. States that Polk will carry Pennsylva­
nia by a majority of seventy-five hundred to eight thousand 
votes. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes Democratic 
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gains in Ohio; believes that Polk will carry the state, al­
though Samuel Medary "gives us no encouragement. " 
From Charles J. Ingersoll. ALS. DL� Estimates that 
Polk has carried Pennsylvania by at least seven thousand 
votes; argues that Henry Clay received the support of the 
leaders of the Native American party, but that enough of 
the followers returned to the Democratic ranks to decrease 
his expected majority in Philadelphia. 
From Alexander Jones. 
From S. Jones. ALS. DL� Sends the latest county 
election returns from Pennsylvania; predicts that Polk has 
carried the state. 
From John K. Kane. 
From John McKeon. 
From Ezekiel P. McNeal. ALS. DL� Discusses his un­
successful efforts to sell Polk's land near Bolivar, Tenn. ,  and 
offers to loan Polk a thousand dollars; assures Polk that in 
the Western District "every democrat that can sit up will be 
hauled to the polls. "  
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From John M. Read. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures 
Polk that he will carry the state of New York. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From A. H. Waddle. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits position as 
overseer. 
From Fernando Wood. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that tomor­
row New York will cast its vote for Polk and Dallas. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Estimates that 
the Whig majority in Davidson County, Tenn. , will be about 
six hundred; predicts that Polk will carry Tennessee by 
a majority ranging from fourteen to thirty-two hundred 
votes. 
From John S. Beall. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that the Whigs 
of Murray County, Ga. , now know who James K. Polk is; 
puts Democratic majority for the county at 396. 
From Aaron V. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
he has carried Giles County, Tenn. 
From Jonathan I. Coddington. ALS. DLC-JKP. Gives latest 
election returns from New York City; states that Polk has 
carried both the city and the state. 
From David T. Disney. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from Phila­
delphia that Joseph Hall and others have gone to New York 
to watch the movements of the Whigs and Native Ameri­
cans at the polls; mentions that a friend has seen a private 
letter of Henry Clay's in support of nativism. 
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From Edward Harden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
he will carry Georgia by at least five thousand; reports that 
John M. Berrien circulated rumors alleging a combination 
between Polk's friends and northern abolitionists. 
From Hugh Hearkins. ALS. DLC-JKP. Places Polk's major­
ity in Hardeman County, Tenn. ,  at not less than four hun­
dred. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From William J. Leiper. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that the 
Democrats have carried New York City by two thousand 
votes and probably have won the state as well. 
From Henry A. Lyons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from New 
Orleans and congratulates Polk on his victory over "Feder­
alism, Nativism, Abolitionism, & Clayism." 
From John McKeon. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that a gentle­
man who has visited most of New York City's wards has told 
a Tammany Hall meeting that the Democrats have carried 
the city. 
From George M. Martin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts that the 
freemen of the republic will cast their votes for Polk and 
Dallas and "the Constitution of our dear & revolutionary 
fathers." 
From Edward K. Miles. AlB. DLC--JKP. Communicates the 
latest election returns from Maryland; believes that Clay 
has won the state in yesterday's voting; solicits a govern­
ment office. 
From Elijah F. Purdy. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that the elec­
tion in N ew York City is "now quietly going on" and that the 
Democrat electoral ticket will carry the city by some two or 
three thousand votes; observes that the state is also safe for 
Polk and Dallas. 
From Wyndham Robertson, Jr. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts 
that Polk has carried Virginia; notes that in New York and 
Pennsylvania efforts to form alliances between Whigs and 
abolitionists have failed. 
From William P. Rowles. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that Polk 
has carried Lawrence County, Tenn. ,  after "a most unprece­
dented scrutiny & challenging" of voters. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC--JKP. Notes that 
in New York City the Whigs have supported the Nativists' 
local and congressional tickets; assures Polk that he will 
carry the city and the state. 
From William G. Stevens. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends the latest 
election returns from the "Tenth Legion" of Virginia. 
From Fitzgerald Tasistro. ALS. DLC--JKP. Writes from New 
York to congratulate Polk on his victory in Pennsylvania. 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends the latest elec-
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tion returns from Madison County, Tenn. 
From William Tyack. ALS. DLG--JKP. States that in New 
York City Polk's majority is about two thousand votes. 
From William J. Whitthorne. ALS. DLG--JKP. Relates that 
Polk has won Bedford County, Tenn., by a majority of 
seventy-two votes. 
From Fernando Wood. 
From John Adams. ALS. DLG--JKP. Sends latest election 
returns from Greene and Columbia counties, N.Y. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLG--JKP. Reports that the 
Whigs have carried Ohio; gives county election returns for 
Middle Tennessee; believes that Tennessee is redeemed. 
From John Blair. ALS. DLG--JKP. Sends election returns 
from Washington, Sullivan, Carter, Greene, and Johnson 
counties, Tenn. 
From Felix Bosworth. LS. DLG--JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in Carroll Parish, La. ; notes that the Whigs 
"imported" fifty voters from an adjoining parish. 
From William J. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
he will carry Indiana by a majority of about two thousand 
votes. 
From B. W. D. Carty. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends latest election 
return from Lincoln County, Tenn. 
From George M. Dallas. 
To George M. Dallas. 
From John W. Davis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends election re­
turns from Sullivan County, Ind. 
From William L. S. Dearing. ALS. DLC-JKP. Communi­
cates election returns from Warren County, Tenn. 
From James A. Deery et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Send county elec­
tion returns from East Tennessee; note that during the last 
month the Sullivan County Democracy delivered speeches 
and formed associations at schoolhouses throughout the 
county. 
From Andrew J. Donelson. 
From Thomas B. Eastland. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that the 
Whig majority in New Orleans has been reduced to 414 
votes and predicts that Polk will carry Louisiana. 
From Nicholas Fain. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that the Dem­
ocratic gain in Hawkins County, Tenn., is 49 votes; notes 
that their majority of 215 votes is some 75 less than ex­
pected; explains that they have had "a tremendous struggle 
against the most desperate and unscrupulous faction that 
ever existed in any County in the State."  
From Albert Gallup. ALS. DLG--JKP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried New York; notes that certain "enemies within" 
the New York Democracy voted for the state ticket but re-
-----------
------
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fused to support Polk and Dallas. 
From Ransom H. Gillet. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that Polk 
has carried New York by a large majority; mentions the 
Whigs' use of "fraud & tricks" during the campaign. 
From Kemp S. Holland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
will carry Mississippi by a majority of five to six thousand 
votes. 
From Alexander Jones. 
From John T. Kiger. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his victory in Pennsylvania; notes that the Democrats have 
carried New York City by a two thousand majority. 
From Amos Lane. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that the contest in 
Indiana has been "a hard fight";  claims that the Democrats 
have carried the state by some 2,329 votes. 
From Wilson McCandless. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk 
that he has carried Pennsylvania by a majority of seven to 
ten thousand votes; expresses pleasure that he will be cast­
ing an electoral vote for Polk come the first Wednesday in 
December. 
From Abraham McClellan. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends word 
that Polk has carried Sullivan County, Tenn., by a major­
ity of 1 , 183. 
From John McKeon. 
From Augustus Maher. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in New York City, which assures his election 
as president. 
From William Moore. ALS. DLC-JKP. Communicates that 
Lincoln County, Tenn., has given Polk a majority of 1,836 
votes, a gain of 211  over the previous year's gubernatorial 
election. 
From John Norvell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Polk has 
carried Michigan by a majority of at least three thousand 
votes. 
From George R. Powell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends Hawkins 
County returns showing Polk the victor by a majority of 215 
votes; notes that the Whigs have used "all kinds of tricks" 
and bribery to carry East Tennessee. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. 
From Henry Simpson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that the ex­
press mail brings news of Polk's victory in New York City; 
encloses a printed list of eounty election returns from Penn­
sylvania. 
From John Simpson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Forwards by special 
express at 4 a.m. a slip from the New York Morning News .  
(Enclosure not found.) 
From John Simpson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from New 
Brunswick, N.J. , about the election; hopes that the Democ-
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racy has carried the state for Polk and Dallas. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DL�KP. Predicts 
that Polk has carried New York by a majority of five to ten 
thousand votes. 
From John A. Stemmler. ALS. DL� Introduces the 
Bavarian consul for New York, George H. Siemon. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From James D. Wasson. 
From Campbell P. White. ALS. DL� Assures Polk that 
the Democracy has triumphed over the Whigs and Natives 
"after a most desperate conflict" and has carried New York 
City by a majority of around two thousand votes. 
From William B. Whitecar. ALS. DL�KP. Reports that 
in Philadelphia news from New York City has dispelled 
all forebodings; notes that the Pennsylvania Whigs relied 
heavily on "forgery, fraud and the powerfull, and corrupt­
ing influence of gold."  
From Charles A.  Wickliffe. ALS. DL�KP. Writes from 
New York and states that Thurlow Weed has given up the 
state. 
From Archibald Yell. ALS. DL�KP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried Arkansas; remarks that he has declined to stand 
for election to the U.S. Senate. 
From Henderson K. Yoakum. 
From John Adams. ALS. DLC-JKP. Explains that the 
steamboat has just arrived in Catskill, N.Y., and believes 
that there is no longer any reasonable doubt of Polk's hav­
ing carried New York, although full returns are not at hand. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Jonas J. Bell. ALS. DL� Sends Mississippi elec­
tion returns received this date in Tuscumbia, Ala. 
From John P. Chester. 
From John Claiborne. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried Louisiana; mentions that in New Orleans the 
Whigs have accused the Democrats of "fraud, pipe laying 
&c." 
From Jonathan I. Coddington. 
From Isaac B. Dunn. ALS. DL�KP. Sends county election 
returns from southwest Virginia; notes that in Maryland 
the strong reaction of the Irish and Catholics to news of the 
alliance between the Whigs and the Nativists in Philadel­
phia ensures Polk's victory. 
From Lewis Eaton. ALS. DL�KP. Believes that Polk has 
carried New York by a majority of twenty-five hundred to 
three thousand votes. 
From Henry A. Foster. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that in New 
York the Whigs have suffered a complete defeat, despite 
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their free and unscrupulous use of money during the cam­
paign. 
From John L. Graham. AL. DL�KP. Sends a list of county 
election returns from New York; assures Polk that he has 
carried the state. 
From William R. Hallett. ALS. DL�KP. Notes that earlier 
in the evening Tammany Hall proclaimed Polk victorious; 
remarks that Martin Van Buren and his sons took a great 
interest in Polk's election; relates that many Whigs voted 
for Silas Wright for governor and thus gave him a larger 
majority than that for the electoral ticket. 
From Alexander Jones. 
From Nathaniel Jones. ALS. DL�KP. Assures Polk that 
in New York he has defeated the party of "Distribution, As­
sumption, Bank of U. States & Class Protection" by a ma­
jority of three to five thousand votes. 
From Henry G. Lamar. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates Polk 
on the Democratic victory in Georgia. 
From William M. Lowry. ALS. DL� Reports that Polk 
has carried Greene County, Tenn., even though the Whigs 
have fought "with perfect desperation."  
From John McKeon. ALS. DLC--JKP. Notes that last night 
the Whigs claimed New York, but now they are in doubt; 
believes that Polk has carried the state by a very small ma­
jority. 
From John Peirce. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates that the 
Whigs have spent five-hundred thousand dollars on their 
election campaign in New York; notes that the upstate Whig 
counties have reported insufficient majorities for a state­
wide victory; adds that the Democratic counties on the Ca­
nadian border have given unexpectedly large majorities for 
Polk. 
From Robert W Powell. ALS. DLC--JKP. Regrets that there 
were "but two or three efficient men" in Johnson County, 
Tenn.,  to guard the polls; states that the Whigs there re­
sorted to "Frauds villainies and physical force."  
From Sylvester S .  Southworth. ALS. DL�KP. Estimates 
on the basis of partial returns that Polk has carried New 
York by a small majority; hopes to receive additional returns 
within the next four hours. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC�JKP. Notes the 
arrival of additional returns; congratulates Polk on his vic­
tory in New York. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From Anthony Ten Eyck.. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that Polk 
has carried Michigan by a majority of four to six thousand 
votes. 
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From Aaron Ward. ALS. DL� Sends county election 
returns from New York; congratulates Polk on his election. 
From Horace Warren. ALS. DL� Communicates par­
ish election returns from Louisiana; observes that unlike 
the sugar producing parishes, the cotton region "will all be 
Polk"; estimates that the Democrats will carry the state by 
a majority of twelve to sixteen hundred votes. 
From James Whitcomb. 
From Campbell P. White. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DL� Discusses county 
election returns for East and Middle Tennessee; empha­
sizes that the vote in the state is "very Close and doubtful. "  
From William A .  Benjamin. ALS. DL� Assures Polk 
that the Democrats of Trenton, N.J., are "perfectly on fire" 
for his success. 
From W H. Bruyn et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Send on behalf of 
the Young Hickory Glee Club of Ithaca, N.Y., a copy of its 
collection of campaign songs. 
From George W Clinton. ALS. DL� Reports that 
in Erie County, N.Y., the Whig majority has been reduced 
from thirty-one hundred to eighteen hundred and that the 
Democrats have carried Buffalo by sixty votes; predicts that 
the election victory has fixed New York's political course for 
at least twenty years. 
From James Conner. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a corrected 
copy of his printed list of the projected majority in the pres­
idential contest for each county in New York. 
To George M. Dallas. 
From John W Davis. ALS. DL� Communicates the 
county election returns from Indiana. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends county elec­
tion returns for northwest Virginia; believes that Polk has 
carried Virginia and Indiana but has lost Maryland. 
From Thomas Goodson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that 
Henry Clay has carried New York by five hundred votes. 
Polk's AE reads, ''A Hoax." 
From John L. Graham. N. DLC-JKP. Sends election returns 
for New York; congratulates Polk on his victory. 
From William R. Hallett. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that New 
York Democrats have lost two members of Congress but 
have retained control of the state legislature. 
From William H. Haywood, Jr. ALS. DL� Estimates 
on the basis of partial returns that Henry Clay has carried 
North Carolina. 
From Elbert Herring. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in New York. 
From Henry Horn. ALS. DL� Reports that news of 
528 
B Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
B Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
[8 Nov 1844] 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
8 Nov 
9 Nov 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
Polk's victory in New York has just arrived in Philadelphia; 
congratulates Polk on his election as president. 
From John T. Hudson. 
From Peter V. Husted. ALS. DLC--JKP. Offers to make a 
suit of clothes for Polk's inauguration. 
From Jonas R. McClintock. ALS. DLC--JKP. Writes from 
Philadelphia to congratulate Polk on his victory in New 
York. 
From John McKeon. 
From Thomas Maxwell. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates that 
Polk has carried New York by a majority of twelve to fifteen 
thousand votes. 
From James Osborn. AI.S. DLC--JKP. Reports that Indiana 
Democrats have won a narrow two thousand vote victory 
over the "Combined elements of Federalism." 
From N. W. Rowley. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates on the basis 
of early news reports in Philadelphia that Polk has carried 
New York. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC--JKP. Predicts 
that Polk has carried New York. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses the ef­
fects of the Texas annexation and abolition questions on the 
New York election. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Confirms his re­
port of earlier in the day that Polk has triumphed in New 
York; regrets rumors that Silas Wright has run ahead of the 
electoral ticket; hopes that Polk will carry North Carolina 
and Delaware. 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends county election 
returns for West Tennessee. 
From Campbell P. White . ALS. DLC--JKP. Criticizes the de­
fection in New York of "the whole Corps of Office Hold­
ers" under Martin Van Buren's administration;  points to 
the larger vote of Silas Wright for governor as evidence of 
their revenge for Van Buren's not receiving the presidential 
nomination. 
From Marcus B. Winchester. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that 
the latest "arrival" from Louisville in Memphis confirms 
Polk's victory in New York and thus his election as presi­
dent. 
From Fernando Wood. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that "after 
three days of intense excitement" Polk's victory in New 
York is secure and beyond question. 
From William Anderson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Notes that in 
New York and Michigan, "Birney's forces" have kept to­
gether and have dashed Whig hopes; offers his calculations 
of the electoral vote. 
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From Robert Armstrong. 
From William A Booth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
state his views on the projected split in the Methodist Epis­
copal Church; thinks that "dissention on the delicate sub­
ject of Slavery" may speed the dissolution of the Union. 
From Walter T. Brooke. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
To George M. Dallas. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that news . 
of the New York election has not yet reached Cincinnati; 
assures Polk that he has carried Michigan, Virginia, and 
Indiana. 
From R. P. Dowden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk has 
won the election; sends the congratulations of the Demo­
cratic Association of Bladensburg, Md. 
From Henry L. Ellsworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC-JKP. Praises "the noble 
tillers of the soil" for their role in Polk's victory over "the 
opponants of Republican principles."  
From James Garland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried Virginia. 
From James Harris, Jr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Rejoices at Polk's 
victory; expresses fear that he will be turned out of his sales 
job in Baltimore because of the "bitter" feelings of his Whig 
employers. 
From J. George Harris. 
From John D. Jackson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that the 
tariff issue caused many Democrats in New Jersey, "a Tariff 
State, " to vote for Clay. 
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that Polk 
has carried Tennessee as well as the Union; notes that the 
Democracy has lost votes in Stewart County, Tenn., because 
of Whig "trickery." 
From Charles R. Kay. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits a position in 
the federal government. 
From John Law. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that after "a des­
perate Struggle" the Democracy has carried Indiana by a 
small majority. 
From Moses G. Leonard. ALS. DLC-JKP. Celebrates Polk's 
victory in New York; attributes his failure to win his con­
gressional race to a combination of Whigs and Nativists; 
counts his defeat as of little consequence. 
From Wilson Lumpkin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
he has carried Georgia; anxiously awaits news of Tennessee 
and New York. 
From Richard Rush. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
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on his election; asserts that the Whigs spent an "incredible" 
amount of money to win the election in Pennsylvania and 
New York. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports 
that he has sent news of Polk's election to newspapers in 
London and Paris.  
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From Anonymous. L, signed ''A Staunch Whig. " DL�KP. 
Claims that Polk's opposition to the tariff has led to his 
defeat in Mississippi; criticizes Polk's inconsistency on the 
tariff issue. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Jerome Bayon. ALS. DLC--JKP. Estimates that Polk 
will carry Louisiana by a majority of four thousand votes. 
From Jonas J. Bell. ALS. DL�KP. Predicts that Polk has 
carried Mississippi and Georgia. 
From William Burke. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports from Cincin­
nati that the eastern mail brings news of Polk's victory in 
New York. 
From George W Clutter. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on the Democratic victories in New York, Virginia, and 
Pennsylvania. 
From Owen Conway. LS. DL�KP. Claims that at the 
naval yard in Norfolk, Va. ,  the Whigs have tried to influ­
ence the votes of the journeymen. 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president; encloses "a slip" of the Colum­
bus Ohio Statesman. (Enclosure not found.) 
From Joseph Favor. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that Washing­
ton Hunt, a Whig who represents Niagara County, N.Y., in 
Congress, has frequently asked in public the taunt, "Who 
is James K. Polk?"; suggests that Polk invite Hunt to the 
White House that he may answer his question for the Whigs 
back home. 
From Albert G. Jewett. ALS. DLC--JKP. Claims that Will­
iam S. Archer offered Philadelphia's Native Americans con­
trol of customs appointments in return for supporting 
Henry Clay; blames the loss of Ohio on the defection of 
Thomas Morris and on the forged letter in which James G. 
Birney supposedly claimed to be a Democrat. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. 
From Samuel Medary. 
From E. J. Purse. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates Polk on 
the Democratic victory in New York and his election as pres­
ident. 
From Richard H. Stanton. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports from 
Maysville, Ky. , that the latest election returns from New 
Calendar 
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12 Nov 
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York and Tennessee dispel all doubts about Polk's election. 
From J. D. Swan. ALS. DLC-JKP. Points to his work on 
Polk's behalf during the canvass in Jefferson County, Va. ;  
emphasizes his vulnerable position as " a  pore mecnic" i n  a 
Whig county. 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that in West 
Tennessee the Democrats have reduced the Whig majority 
to about seventeen hundred votes. 
From James Whitcomb. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Assures Polk that 
he has carried Indiana by a majority of twenty-five hundred 
votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Charles G. Atherton. 
From Aaron V. Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Waits in suspense to 
hear news about the outcome of the election in Tennessee; 
asks Polk to send the news by express mail, if the returns 
are favorable. 
From John F. H. Claiborne. 
From Auguste D'Avezac. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Reviews his part 
in the recent campaign and notes that he addressed the 
Democracy of five states on some fifty-seven occasions; re­
joices in the "moral sublimity" of Polk's election. 
From Robert P. Flenniken. 
From Jesse T. Harrison. LS. DLC-J"KP. Urges Polk to keep 
the present level of tariff protection. 
From James W Jeffreys. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Predicts that Polk 
has carried New York and Virginia; expresses his disap­
pointment at the vote of Polk's native state, North Carolina; 
dates an addendum November 13, 1844. 
From Phineas M. Kent. ALS. DLC-JKP. Assures Polk that 
he has carried New York, Michigan, Indiana, and Virginia. 
From Wilson McCandless. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From James S. McFarlane. 
From William S. Pickett. ALS. DLC-J"KP. Predicts that Polk 
will carry Louisiana; reports on the state of the cotton mar­
ket in New Orleans. 
From James M. Porter. 
From Joseph B. Southall. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Estimates 
that Polk has carried Georgia, Michigan, and Maine. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Henry Horn." DLC-J"KP. 
Warns Polk about possible difficulties in several Pennsylva­
nia counties in relation to the gubernatorial and electoral 
votes. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Joel Branham. ALS. DLC-JKP. Describes Polk's elec-
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tion as a glorious victory over "the combined forces of Fed­
eralism and Fanaticism." 
From Benjamin F. Butler. 
Froin Henry A. Cargill .  ALS. DLC-JKP. Sends county elec­
tion returns from Mississippi. 
From John Catron. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports from Nashville 
that Polk's prospects "look fair" ;  notes that Chester Hard­
ing wishes to paint Polk's portrait. 
From W W Dallas. ALS. DLG,JKP. Encloses a newspaper 
containing material on the controversy between Andrew 
Jackson and John Q. Adams. (Enclosure not found.) 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLG,JKP. Estimates on the 
basis of partial returns that Polk has carried New York by 
"a small, very small majority. " 
From David T. Disney. ALS. DLG,JKP. Reports that news 
of the final result in New York has arrived in Cincinnati; 
congratulates Polk on his election as president. 
From Robert E. Finnell. ALS. DLG,JKP. Warns Polk to 
guard against possible assassination attempts by the Whigs. 
From Ira R. Foster. ALS. DLG,JKP. Assures Polk that he 
has carried Georgia. 
From A. Haines et al. LS. DLG,JKP. Congratulate Polk on 
his election as president. 
From Albert G. Jewett. 
From Elam P. Langdon. 
From Thomas C. McDowell. ALS. DLG,JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory in the presidential election. 
From James S. McFarlane. ALS. DLG,JKP. Sends news of 
the latest parish election returns in Louisiana. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that 
according to a rumor circulating in New York City, Mas­
sachusetts has failed to elect presidential electors and will 
send the decision to the state legislature. 
From Richard H. Stanton. ALS. DLG,JKP. Reports from 
Maysville, Ky. , that the latest returns from New York con­
firm Polk's victory. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From John A. Bryan. ALS. DLG,JKP. Describes Polk's vic­
tory as "a perfect Waterloo" for the "federal dynasty. " 
From William E. Cramer.: 
From Moses Dawson. 
From William A. Elmore. ALS. DLG,JKP. Estimates that 
Polk has carried Louisiana by a majority of eight hundred 
votes. 
From J. George Harris. ALS. DLG,JKP. Predicts on the ba­
sis of the recent news that "the question is settled."  
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From Thomas M. Hicks. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from 
Louisville at 10 p.m. that New York is Polk's without a 
doubt; adds that the mail boat will be down at midnight, 
and that the present letter will leave about two hours later; 
relates that Louisville is "in a blaze of rejoicing this Night-
100 guns for our triumph."  
From Sackfield Maclin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Regrets that 
Arkansas was not canvassed "with as much energy as it 
should have been" ;  explains that there the election was not 
in doubt; predicts that Polk has carried the state by a ma­
jority of five thousand votes; anxiously awaits news of Ten­
nessee. 
From John B. Macy. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that the Demo­
crats lost in Ohio because the abolitionists voted for Clay. 
From Amasa J. Parker. 
From Lawrence Taliaferro. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory over ''Abolitionism, Nativeism, Antima­
sonry, drunkeness, and profligacy. " 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Arthur Crichfield. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits the posi­
tion of postmaster of Covington, Ky. 
From Rufus Dolbear. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Polk has 
carried Louisiana. 
From Hugh W. Dunlap. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
has carried Mississippi and Louisiana. 
From William Griffith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
send a summary of his voting record on revolutionary sol­
diers' pensions. 
From Edward Harden. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From Thomas Irwin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Pittsburgh en route to his inauguration. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALI. DLC-JKP. Encloses Azariah 
Flagg's letter dated November 7, 1844. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALI. DLC-JKP. Encloses Joel B. 
Sutherland's letter dated November 8, 1844. 
From James W. McClung. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that 
Polk has carried Georgia, North Carolina, and Virginia. 
From James G. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires about the 
route of Polk's inaugural trip. 
From Thomas J. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From George Read Riddle. 
From Moses M. Russell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory over "the combined forces of the Federal 
Whigs and their new allies, self styled Native Americans. "  
From Will M .  Shipp. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to give his 
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newborn daughter the name of Mrs. Polk; requests that 
Polk send his wife's first name. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports 
from New York City that the arrival of the latest news from 
Tennessee has renewed hopes of a Democratic victory there; 
notes that he has bet heavily on the outcome. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Henry Clay Foreever. " DLC­
JKP. Attacks Polk as a "dam Son of a Bitch" who will ruin 
the country through his policies on Texas and free trade. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From William C. Bouck. 
From James G. Bryce. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that Polk 
has carried Louisiana by a small majority, even though the 
Whigs have "practised their accustomed frauds." 
From Miles N. Carpenter. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Charles P. Harrison. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers his ser­
vices as a historical painter and engraver. Harrison's letter 
was enclosed in the letter of John Tyler, Jr. , to Polk, Novem­
ber 18, 1844. 
From Henry Hicks. ALS. DLC-JKP. Attributes the nar­
row Whig victory in Delaware to Native Americanism, "the 
strong influence of the manufacturers," and the importa­
tion of voters from New York City, Philadelphia, and Balti­
more. 
From William Hopkins et al. LS. DLC--JKP. Inquire about 
the route of Polk's inaugural trip; offer to build a coach for 
his use should he travel the National Road. 
From Kenedy Lonergan. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory in the presidential election. 
From Allen McLane. 
From C. C. Seely et al. C. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to attend a 
celebration at Warren, Ohio, in honor of his victory. 
From Aaron Sergeant. ALS. DLC--JKP. Suggests that Polk 
appoint Henry Clay as minister to Great Britain. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC--JKP. Describes 
the procession of the Native Americans in New York City 
on November 15, 1844; predicts on the basis of the latest 
election returns that Polk has carried Tennessee. 
From John A. Thomas. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election to the "highest of all earthly stations." 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Believes that Ten­
nessee is lost; assures Polk that he has carried New York, 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania. 
From Hendrick B. Wright. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that the 
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nation has ratified the decision of the Baltimore Convention 
and has silenced those in Pennsylvania who continued to 
clamor against the supposed injustice to Martin Van Buren. 
From Anonymous. L. DLG,JKP. Urges Polk to take the 
Bible as "the guide of your life ."  
From Anonymous. L,  signed "G. "  DLC-JKP. Claims that 
the Democrats resorted to bribery of "the poorer class" to 
elect Polk; notes that in Hartford, Conn.,  the Whigs are "the 
richest and most influential men we have." 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Henry Horn." DLC-JKP. Ad­
vises Polk to pursue a moderate course on the tariff and 
Texas annexation. 
From William R. Hallett. ALS. DLG,JKP. Reports that in 
New York City the Whigs "are trying hard to get up a panic" 
on Wall Street. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DLC-AJ. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in New York and his election as president; 
encloses Moses Dawson's letter of November 13, 1844. 
From Cave Johnson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses Henry Simp­
son's letter of November 6, 1844; congratulates Polk on his 
victory in the presidential election. 
From Wilson Lumpkin. 
From John Y. Mason. 
From Gayton P. Osgood. ALS. DNA-RG 45. Recommends 
Joseph Hall for the position of surveyor of the port of 
Boston. 
From William Steed. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that Polk has 
carried Louisiana by a majority of one thousand votes; of­
fers his calculations of the electoral vote. 
From A. P. Stinson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his election as president; predicts that the Whig party will 
disband or will amalgamate with either the Native Ameri­
cans or the abolitionists. 
From C. B. Wilson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to return home 
to Maury County, Tenn. ;  asks Polk to send the necessary 
funds. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that last 
night he was unable to find any trustworthy person to de­
liver Polk's mail; notes that Felix Robertson leaves this 
morning to deliver the mail. 
From Jonas J. Bell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his election as president. 
From David Craighead. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory at this critical point in the history of 
free government. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Charles Glasier. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to dedicate 
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a grand waltz to Polk. 
From Adam Huntsman. 
From William D. Mason. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on his victory in the presidential election. 
From Robert D. Maupin. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on the "brilliant triumph" of the Democracy. 
From Anonymous. L. DL�KP. Solicits a position in the 
federal government. 
From lveson L. Brookes. 
From Churchill C. Cambreleng et al. LS. DL�KP. Rec­
ommend Joseph Cowdin for a position in the federal gov­
ernment. 
From Isaiah Cooper et al. LS. DL�KP. Invite Polk to visit 
Wheeling, Va.,  en route to his inauguration. 
From John A. Donohoo. ALS. DL�KP. Reports that the 
Whigs of Washington City have made threats "to bury" 
Polk; warns Polk to guard against possible attempts on his 
life. 
From Thomas Fletcher. ALS. DL�KP. Notes that the Mis­
sissippi Democracy has won "a signal victory";  congratu­
lates Polk on his election as president. 
From Joseph Hall. ALS. DL�KP. Recommends David 
Henshaw as a man "who is qualified to fill any station in 
the country." 
From K. L. Haralson. ALS. DL�KP. Recalls that he at­
tended a debate between Polk and James C. Jones during 
the 1843 campaign; congratulates Polk on his victory in the 
presidential election. 
From Vincent Haralson. ALS. DL�KP. Invites Polk to 
visit Holly Springs, Miss., during his next trip to his Missis­
sippi plantation. 
From George S. Houston. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From Russell Houston. ALS. DL�KP. Inquires about 
renting Polk's house in Columbia, Tenn. 
From Philip Barton Key. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that his 
father Francis Scott Key, a loyal Democrat, lost the position 
of U.S. attorney for the District of Columbia after the 1840 
election; requests that Polk consider his application for the 
same post. 
From W H. Lamberton. ALS. DL�KP. Writes on behalf of 
the Young Hickory Club of Franklin, Penn. ; congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From William M. Lowry. 
From Josiah F. Polk. ALS. DL�KP. Writes on behalf of his 
sister, Sarah; invites Polk and family to stay at his sister's 
boarding house in Washington City; adds that the landlord 
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of "Polk House," John A. Donohoo, "has gone to the expense 
of procuring a Parisian artist to paint the parlour etc, in the 
most elegant style. "  
From Levi Reynolds. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers general advice 
on cabinet selection and federal appointments in Pennsyl­
vania; emphasizes that Lewis Cass zealously campaigned 
on Polk's behalf. 
From Walter A. Smith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to help 
Thomas W Dorr and to keep down "the scarlet whore of 
Babylon the united states Bank"; offers advice on cabinet 
appointments. 
From Sylvester S. Southworth. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that 
in New York they still await reliable news of the result in 
Tennessee; hopes that the report of a narrow Whig victory 
is incorrect. 
From John Tyler, Jr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his election as president; encloses "lithographic likenesses" 
of George M. Dallas and accompanying letters from Charles 
P. Harrison. 
From John Wynne et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Write on behalf of an 
association of journeymen tailors; congratulate Polk upon 
his victory over the "stock jobers, bank monyers and spec­
ulators, who prey upon the verry vitals of society"; invite 
Polk to visit Pittsburgh, Penn. , en route to his inaugura­
tion. 
From Robert Armstrong and J. George Harris. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From J. Barnard. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks for a statement at­
testing to the accuracy of his portraits of Polk. 
From Julius W Blackwell. 
From Samuel P. Caldwell. 
From Henry A. Cargill. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on the Democratic victory in New York; sends the latest re­
turns from Mississippi. 
From John W. Chapman. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests Polk's 
autograph. 
From Ransom H. Gillet. 
From William H. Haywood, Jr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires 
about the route of Polk's inaugural trip; would meet him in 
Raleigh, where Democrat members of the North Carolina 
legislature would like to pay him their respects. 
From J. G. McWhorter et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Augusta, Ga. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From J. G. McWhorter. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers to act as host 
during Polk's proposed visit to Augusta, Ga. 
From Moses G. Reeves. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. ,  for a visit with the Democracy of 
538 
19 Nov 
19 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
20 Nov 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
Rutherford County. 
From Jesse Speight. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
the "happy result" of the election; declares his intention to 
attend any special session of the U.S. Senate that may be 
called to advise and consent to Polk's cabinet nominations. 
From Joseph R. A. Tomkins. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces 
Mr. Champion of New York City. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "A Bostonian."  DLC-JKP. Of­
fers advice on Texas, the tariff, and the Independent Trea­
sury system; warns Polk to avoid "ultra politicians" and 
"party names."  
From John 0. Bradford et  al. LS. DLC-JKP. Discuss the po­
litical platform on which the Democratic Invincible Legion 
of Philadelphia conducted its campaign in support of Polk. 
From Thomas Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Kingston, Tenn. 
From John H. Cook. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that the pres­
idential campaign in Indiana had been a "desperate" con­
test; adds that many of the Democratic speakers had been 
compelled "to go constantly armed" during the campaign. 
From Thomas Davis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that some of 
the Lincoln County boys joined their celebration in Shel­
byville, Tenn.,  last night; expresses relief that the Whigs 
will not have the power to turn him out of office. 
From Josephus C. Guild. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to 
visit Gallatin, Tenn., and to give the citizens and "particu­
larly the women the opportunity of being taken by the hand 
by you. " 
From Henry Horn. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that the contest 
for "spoils" has begun; urges Polk to avoid "any committal 
or premature action" in regards to appointments. 
From John Jones, Jr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Warns Polk to decline 
any invitation to visit Augusta, Ga., because a visit might 
result in attempts on his life. 
From William W Lea. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From Lemuel Long. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a newspaper 
from John H. Hill of Philadelphia, Penn. (Enclosure not 
found.) 
From Rody Patterson et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Pittsburgh, Penn. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From J. G. M. Ramsey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in the presidential election. 
From Thomas Ritchie. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends An­
drew Stevenson for a position in the cabinet. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. 
From Roger B. Taney. 
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From William Walters. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
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From George M. Dallas. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Au­
guste D'Avezac. 
From Alexander Jones. 
From Nathaniel Jones. 
From Lewis R. Justice. ALS. DLC-JKP. Attributes the 
Whigs' narrow victory in New Jersey to the influence of 
money and "frauds of the grossest description. "  
From Gouverneur Kemble. 
From Lavenia Kerr. ALS. DLC--JKP. Inquires about renting 
Polk's house in Columbia, Tenn. 
From Samuel Rhea. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
the "glorious triumph of democracy" ; hopes that Polk will 
pass through East Tennessee en route to his inauguration. 
From William R. Rucker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Attributes the 
loss of Tennessee to the Whigs' resort to "the most extraor­
dinary and corrupt appliances. " 
From Henry Simpson. 
From Ebenezer Tucker. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From Felix Bosworth. LS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory over Henry Clay; inquires about the route of 
Polk's inaugural trip. 
From Isaac Bradley. ALS. DLC--JKP. States that Polk's elec­
tion represents the triumph of "the republican partty" over 
"Ignorent Whigism."  
From D.  C .  Campbell. ALS. DLC--JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Macon, Ga. , en route to his inauguration; observes that the 
"facilities now afforded by Rail Roads through our State and 
by Rail Roads and Steam-boats hence to the City of Wash­
ington, may perhaps constitute this as agreeable and expe­
ditious a route as any other. " 
From John McMahon Clancie. ALS. DLC--JKP. Solicits a 
position in the federal government. 
From Clement C. Clay. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president; invites the Polks to visit Hunts­
ville, Ala. 
From Charles Douglas. 
From Jesse W. Griffiths et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Recommend on 
behalf of the Johnson Democratic National Club of Phila­
delphia the appointment of Richard M. Johnson to the cab­
inet; discuss "the Anti-Van Buren feeling" within the Penn­
sylvania delegation to the 1844 Democratic National Con­
vention. 
From William Hemingway. ALS. DLC-JKP. Predicts that 
540 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
22 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
Correspondence of James K. Polk 
Polk has carried Mississippi by a majority of six thousand 
votes. 
From Edward M. Holden. ALS. DL�KP. Believes that 
Polk's victory represents the triumph of "the peoples will" 
over "the intrigues and corruptions" of the Whigs. 
From Russell Houston. ALS. DL�KP. Postpones his 
meeting of this date to discuss the rental or purchase of 
Polk's residence in Columbia. 
From Richard M. Johnson. ALS. DL� Introduces 
George Taylor, "a young gentleman of great promise in his 
profession of politics" who made himself "dear to the hearts 
of your Democratic friends, in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, & 
Kentucky by his able & eloquent support of the Democratic 
cause in the late presidential canvass. "  
From Augustus B .  Longstreet. 
From John M. McCalla. 
From Robert Mitchell. 
From James C. Record. ALS. DLC--JKP. Notes that some­
time next week the Polk Dragoons and some of the "Demo­
cratic Ladies" of Marshall County, Tenn. ,  will visit Polk. 
From Henderson K. Yoakum. 
From James C. Alderson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Invites Polk to 
visit Holly Springs, Miss. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Henry Horn." DL�KP. Ad­
vises Polk "to use Tyler in any practicable manner" to ad­
vance the great measures of the tariff, Texas, and the Inde­
pendent Treasury. 
From John Catron. 
From Levin H. Coe. 
From Moses Dawson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Relays to Polk the 
offer of Messrs. Strader and Gorman, mail boat contractors, 
to place their steamboat at Polk's disposal for his inaugural 
trip. 
From H. L. Holbrook. ALS. DL�KP. Intends to name his 
newborn daughter after Polk's wife; wishes to know her 
given name. 
From Medicus A. Long. ALS. DL�KP. Urges Polk to avoid 
"northern and southern ultraism" and to protect the Union 
from both abolition and nullification. 
From Rufus Mcintire. ALS. DL�KP. Warns Polk about 
divisions within the Maine Democracy; offers advice about 
patronage and appointments. 
From John M. Niles. ALS. DL�KP. Urges Polk to keep 
his administration free of "discordant elements" within the 
Democratic party. 
From Gorham Parks et al. LS. DL�KP. Write Polk on the 
behalf of the citizens of Bangor, Me. ;  congratulate Polk on 
Calendar 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
23 Nov 
24 Nov 
24 Nov 
24 Nov 
[24 Nov 1844] 
24 Nov 
24 Nov 
24 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
25 Nov 
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his election as president. 
To Jack Shackleford. ALS, copy. DL� Declines invi­
tation to attend a public dinner to be given in his honor at 
Courtland, Ala. 
From James Tennison. ALS. DL� Claims that his 
shift of party allegiance to the Democrats has outraged his 
Whig creditors, who have called in his notes; asks Polk for 
financial assistance. 
From George W. Thompson. ALS. DL� Invites Polk 
to visit Wheeling, Va. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From Anonymous. L. DLC--J"KP. Criticizes Polk's views on 
the tariff and Texas annexation. 
From William Emmons. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Notes that the 
struggle for public office has begun in Pennsylvania and 
Philadelphia; praises Calvin Blythe, Joel B. Sutherland, 
and Joseph Hall for their work during the campaign. 
From John B. Helm. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Advises Polk to ap­
point Martin Van Buren and John Tyler to foreign missions; 
recommends James Guthrie for a cabinet position. 
From Robert Ball Hughes. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers his ser­
vices as a sculptor; requests that Polk forward a daguerreo­
type. 
From A. S. Pratt. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to appoint 
only "new men" to his cabinet. 
From George R. Riddle et al. 
From Archibald Yell. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Henry Horn."  DLC-JKP. 
Warns Polk to beware of "interlopers into our party" and 
attacks in particular Charles J. Ingersoll and the Tyler ap­
pointees in Philadelphia's Custom House and post office. 
From Samuel Beardsley. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Ches­
selden Ellis. 
To Benjamin R Butler. 
From Joseph W. Chalmers. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk 
to appoint to the U.S. Supreme Court only those who will 
make "that bench Republican & Anti Bank on constitu­
tional grounds." 
From George W. Clutter. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From Mark N. Cooper. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Invites Polk to visit 
northwest Georgia en route to his inauguration. 
From E. B. Cox et al. LS. DLC--J"KP. Inform Polk that 
the members of the literary society of Sunfish, Ohio, have 
named their society the Polk Literary Institute. 
From George M. Dallas. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Introduces Tho­
mas Sully, Jr. 
From W. Freeman. ALS. DLC--J"KP. Solicits Polk's support 
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26 Nov 
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26 Nov 
27 Nov 
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for relief from a court-martial sentence. 
From Horace Hawes. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From Henry Hubbard. 
From Charles J. Ingersoll. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces 
Thomas Sully, Jr. 
From James W. Jeffreys. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes with regret 
the vote of North Carolina; believes that the state will re­
turn to the Democratic fold in 1846. 
From John K. Kane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that several 
of Polk's friends in Philadelphia wish to acquire an accu­
rate portrait to act as a corrective to "the strange pictures 
which have been paraded as your representative during the 
canvas" ;  introduces Thomas Sully, Jr. 
From Thomas F. Scott. ALS. DLC--JKP. Suggests that Polk 
take the "Southern route" to Washington City; invites Polk 
to visit Marietta, Ga. , en route to his inauguration. 
From Henry L. Sims et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Cumming, Ga. , en route to his inauguration. 
From James T. Worthington. ALS. DLC--JKP. Informs Polk 
of his election to honorary membership in the Dialectic So­
ciety of Cincinnati College. 
From Thomas W. Bartley. ALS. DLC--JKP. Assures Polk 
that the Ohio Democracy holds him in high regard; at­
tributes defeat in Ohio to "peculiar local circumstances. " 
From Nathan Clifford. 
From David Darnall. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on the outcome of the election; recalls memories of the years 
that he spent in Samuel Polk's household. 
From William Daveiss. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends John 
M. McCalla for a cabinet position. 
From Edward Devlin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his victory in the presidential election. 
From G. W. Garrett et al. LS. DLC--JKP. Invite Polk to at­
tend a public dinner in his honor in Tishemingo County, 
Miss. ,  on January 8, 1845. 
From Harmon Kingsbury. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to 
put an end to Sunday mails. 
From William Wallace. 
From Thomas White. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Blountsville, Tenn., en route to his inauguration; notes that 
news of the final vote of Tennessee has not yet reached Sul­
livan County. 
From Joel Yowell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his election as president. 
From William A. Elmore. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a copy 
of the official return of the vote in Louisiana. 
Calendar 
27 Nov 
27 Nov 
27 Nov 
27 Nov 
27 Nov 
27 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
28 Nov 
29 Nov 
29 Nov 
29 Nov 
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From Abraham Fulkerson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that 
Polk has carried Missouri by ten thousand votes. 
From Theodore Ingalls. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes on behalf of 
the Executive Council of Maine; encloses a note of this date 
recommending the appointment of John Fairfield to Polk's 
cabinet. 
From Theodore Ingalls et al. NS. DLC-JKP. Recommend 
John Fairfield for a position in Polk's cabinet either as sec­
retary of the navy or as secretary of war. 
From Thomas J. McLain. ALS. DLC--JKP. Notes that the 
election settles the Texas question; claims that he was the 
only man in Warren, Ohio, to defend Texas annexation 
against the attacks of Whigs and abolitionists. 
From Rody Patterson et al. C. DLC--JKP. Invite Polk to at­
tend a public dinner at Pittsburgh, Penn., on December 4, 
1844. 
From James Robertson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Advises Polk to 
avoid all cliques and factions. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
From J. D'Autel. ALS. DLC-JKP. Intends to name his new­
born daughter after Mrs. Polk; wishes to know Mrs. Polk's  
name. 
From Jacob M. Guerry et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Columbus, Ga., en route to his inauguration. 
From Blacksmith Harry. 
From Oscar T. Keeler. ALS. DLC--JKP. Asks for Polk's au­
tograph. 
From Augustus B. Longstreet. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers Polk 
advice on Sunday mails, extension of th� presidential term 
of office, the tariff, Texas annexation, banking, naturaliza­
tion laws, and cabinet appointments. 
From Louis McLane. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From Felix Robertson et al. NS. DLC--JKP. Recommend a 
free man, William Goff, and his wife, Dilsey, for positions 
on Polk's domestic staff at the White House. 
From Robert Smith. ALS. DLC--JKP. Solicits position in the 
federal government either as steward of the White House or 
as an Indian agent. 
From Shepherd Spencer. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to re­
tain John C. Calhoun as secretary of state. 
From John F. Wills. ALS. DLC--JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his victory in the presidential election. 
From Mary and Robert Atherton. 
From Daniel W. Dryden and John Baines. LS. DLC--JKP. In­
vite Polk to visit Xenia, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From James Hamilton, Jr. 
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[29 Nov 1844] 
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30 Nov 
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1 Dec 
1 Dec 
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From Charles Jarvis. ALS. DLC--JKP. Recommends Leo­
nard Jarvis to be secretary of the navy. 
From Ezekiel P. McNeal. ALS. DLC--JKP. Sends Polk a 
check for $1000; discusses the narrow Whig victory in Ten­
nessee. 
From William L. Mitchell et al. L. DLC--JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Athens, Ga. , en route to his inauguration. 
From Ether Shepley. 
From John Tomlin. ALS. DLC--JKP. Writes on behalf of Is­
rael K. Tefft, corresponding secretary of the Georgia His­
torical Society; asks for Polk's autograph. 
From Alvin W. Bills. ALS. DLC--JKP. Offers general advice 
on cabinet appointments; invites Polk to pass through Ken­
tucky en route to his inauguration. 
From Edwin Croswell. 
From Wiley Daniel. ALS. DLC--JKP. Reports that the 
Democrats have skinned "the Coons" about Shelbyville, 
Tenn.,  and "have made their fur fly"; urges Polk to work 
for the release of Thomas W. Dorr. 
From Patrick Davidson et al. LS. DLC--JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Carlisle, Penn., en route to his inauguration. 
From Francis Duffy. ALS. DLC--JKP. Requests that Polk 
support the application of Patrick Duffy for tobacco inspec­
tor. 
From Thomas P. Moore. ALS. DLC--JKP. Discusses how he 
tried during the campaign to undermine the alliance be­
tween the Whigs and abolitionists in Ohio and elsewhere; 
notes that he sent William Allen evidence of Henry Clay's 
partnership with James Erwin in the slave trade. 
From Palmer R. Phillips. ALS. DLC--JKP. Solicits a position 
in the federal government. 
From Ether Shepley. ALS. DLC--JKP. Recommends John 
Fairfield for the cabinet position of secretary of the navy. 
From John McNeil. ALS. DLC--JKP. Praises Polk's election 
as a deathblow to "the many projects and schemes of Fed­
eralism. "  
From John McNeil. ALS. DLC--JKP. Recommends Henry 
Hubbard for a position in Polk's cabinet. 
From Tilghman M. Tucker et al. NS. DLC--JKP. Recom­
mend Romulus M. Saunders for the cabinet position of post­
master general. 
From Nicholas D. Coleman. ALS. DLC--JKP. Inquires about 
the route of Polk's inaugural trip. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Ebenezer Mayle. ALS. DLC--JKP. Describes his cam­
paign experiences in Kentucky as a peddler of "Polk Songs, 
Clay Songs & Novels."  
Calendar 
1 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
2 Dec 
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From Leonard H. Sims. ALS. DLG-JKP. Notes with con­
cern rumors about Polk's intention to appoint Thomas H. 
Benton to the cabinet; points out that Benton has differed 
with Polk on the issue of Texas annexation. 
From William J. Alexander et al. LS. DL�KP. Write on be­
half of the Democratic Association of Mecklenburg County, 
N.C. ; invite him to attend a public dinner in his honor. 
From Alfred Balch. 
From John Blair. 
From Matthias J. Bovee. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on the outcome of the election; recounts their years in 
Congress together; discusses Wisconsin Territory patron­
age questions. 
From W F. Boyakin. ALS. DL�KP. Recalls that in his 
1827 congressional race Polk was dubbed "the Black Pony" 
by the Crockett Campbell boys because he "used to boast of 
his speed 'over a quarter track." '  
From James Connor et al. LS. DL�KP. Invite Polk to at­
tend the annual ball of the Tammany Society on January 8, 
1845. 
From Samuel Hobson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Hopes that Polk will 
take the principles of 1798 as his textbook; predicts that 
Polk's great challenge will be the conflict between North 
and South over the tariff. 
From John B. Jones. 
From Alexander Mouton et al. LS. DL�KP. Invite Polk to 
visit New Orleans, La., en route to his inauguration. 
From Benton Van Buren Reynolds. ALS. DL�KP. Asks 
Polk for a small donation to allow him to complete his edu­
cation. 
From William L. Rodgers. ALS. DLC-JKP. States that Law­
rence Kearney, a captain in the navy, has sent him "a piece 
of rich Mandarin Silk, obtained by him in China, on his late 
visit there" and that Kearney wishes Sarah Polk to have 
the piece of goods for making her inaugural gown; inquires 
when he may see Polk in Philadelphia to present the gift in 
person. 
From John Staats. 
From J. S. Strickler. ALS. DL�KP. Manufactures iron 
chests and vault doors in "the Whig City of Pittsburgh" but 
is a sound Democrat; asks Polk to "throw in our Way" con­
tracts for supplying vaults and locks to public buildings. 
From John C. P. Tolleson. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates 
Polk on the triumph of "the principles of Democracy";  notes 
that he retires this week as editor of the Helena Arkansas 
Journal. 
From William Tyack. 
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From R. H. Tyler. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks for Polk's auto­
graph. 
From John Williamson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Requests that Polk 
help him to collect his Revolutionary War pension. 
From John Bruce et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Winchester, Va.,  en route to his inauguration. 
From A. C. Nimrod. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses a recent pro­
posal to purchase 250 acres of Polk's land in Gibson County, 
Tenn. 
From James B. Shepard et al. NS. DLC-JKP. Recommend 
Romulus M. Saunders for a cabinet position. 
From James Webster. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a copy of his 
The People's Democratic Guide and the December 2, 1844, 
issue of the New York Evening Post. (Enclosures not found.) 
From John T. Andrews. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Robert 
Campbell, Jr., a delegate to the Democratic National Con­
vention at Baltimore and a fellow Democrat from Steuben 
County, N.Y. 
From John M. Bell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Reports that James W 
Breedlove intends to visit Polk and to pass on the congrat­
ulations of Polk's many "personal and political friends" in 
New Orleans, La. 
From James W Bradbury et al. NS. DLC-JKP. Recommend 
John Fairfield of Maine to be secretary of the navy. 
From Alfred W Cavarly et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Inform Polk 
that they have this day cast Illinois' electoral votes for him 
and congratulate him upon his election as president. 
From Jeremiah Y. Dashiell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Looks to Sarah 
Polk "for a revival of the days of Mrs. Madison, in dispens­
ing the courtesies and hospitalities of the Presidential Man­
sion";  states that Louisiana "wishes to be represented in 
your escort to the Metropolis of the Nation."  
From John G.  Getz. ALS. DLC--JKP. Wishes to present Polk 
with "The Inauguration Hat" when he arrives in Philadel­
phia; requests that Polk send his hat size. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Andrew T. Judson. 
From Samuel H. Laughlin. ALS. Polk Memorial Associa­
tion, Columbia, Tenn. Asks Polk to appoint him to "some 
respectable office" in one of the departments in Washing­
ton City; prefers an office with an annual income of about 
$2500 to $3000. 
From James G. Read et al. NS. DLC-JKP. State that the un­
dersigned presidential electors for Indiana have discharged 
their duty; urge their state's claims to furnishing one mem­
ber of Polk's cabinet. 
From Seth Salisbury et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Send Polk a copy 
Calendar 
4 Dec 
4 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
[5 Dec 1844] 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
5 Dec 
[5 Dec 1844] 
5 Dec 
[6 Dec 1844] 
[6 Dec 1844] 
547 
of the proceedings of a Democratic mass meeting at Athens, 
Penn., on November 20, 1844. 
From Samuel N. White. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Isaac 
T. Preston for a diplomatic position. 
From Henderson K. Yoakum et al. L. DLC-JKP. Inquire 
about the date of Polk's next visit to Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
From William Anderson. AL. DLC-JKP. Encloses an article 
from the Washington Madisonian; appends a copy of John 
B. Jones' certificate on his behalf. (Enclosure not found.) 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From F. Cioffi. ANS. DLC-JKP. Dedicates his "Presidents' 
March" to Polk and encloses a copy. (Enclosure not found.) 
From David T. Disney et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Columbus, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From Preston Frazer. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers to loan Polk 
his copy of the laws of Texas. 
From Timothy Gilbert. ALS. DLC-JKP. Proposes to place 
an Aeolian Patent Piano in the "Presidents house at Wash­
ington" on a trial basis. 
From Thomas E. Higgins. ALS. DLC-JKP. Describes his ef­
forts on the behalf of the New York Democracy and the poor 
health of his "afflicted family";  asks Polk for a donation. 
From George W. Jones. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises Polk to 
avoid "old political hacks" and "Cliques" in his cabinet ap­
pointments; recommends James Fulton of Lincoln County, 
Tenn. ,  for a cabinet position. 
From Wilson McCandless. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses the 
Pennsylvania electors' testimonial recommending James 
Buchanan for secretary of state. 
From Wilson McCandless et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Recommend 
James Buchanan for the cabinet post of secretary of state. 
From Joseph Merrick et al. L. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Hagerstown, Md., en route to his inauguration. 
From Mahlon Nailor. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that after he 
won election bets with two New Jersey Whigs, they set fire 
to his barn; appeals to Polk for financial assistance. 
From John M. Niles. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends John 
Fairfield for a cabinet position. 
From Francis W Pickens. 
From Levi Tyler et al. NS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Louisville, Ky. , en route to his inauguration. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "A Looker On."  DLC-JKP. 
Sends from New York "the enclosed remarks. "  (Enclosure 
not found.) 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Alludes to the re­
cent Nashville procession in honor of the Whig electors and 
to the Boston Whigs' efforts to persuade the South Carolina 
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electors to vote for John C. Calhoun. 
From James Bailey and Samuel Bush. LS. DLC-JKP. In­
form Polk of his election to honorary membership in the 
Union Society of Hamilton College. 
From Levin H. Coe. AL, fragment. DNA-RG 45. Recom­
mends Joseph S. Watkins for the position of naval agent at 
Memphis, Tenn. 
From David T. Disney. 
From John C. Edwards. 
From Hannibal Hamlin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a letter 
from Nathan Clifford. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From John Y. Mason. 
From Arnold Plumer. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that dur­
ing the campaign Pennsylvania Whigs and Democrats held 
meetings in nearly every town, "a new mode of warfare" 
in the northern states; recommends James Buchanan for 
secretary of state. 
From Nathan Ranney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that Polk's 
views on the tariff and annexation ensure the popularity of 
his administration; sees "the extention of the area of Free­
dom" as a great blessing for all mankind. 
From George W Smith. ALS. DNA-RG 45. Requests that 
Polk support his application for naval agent at Memphis, 
Tenn. 
From Samuel E Walker. 
From Charles A. Wickliffe. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to leave 
Polk a free hand in the selection of his cabinet; offers his 
resignation as postmaster general. 
From John Brough. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a letter invit­
ing Polk to visit Columbus, Ohio, en route to his inaugura­
tion. 
From John F. H. Claiborne. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces 
James S. McFarlane, a physician and fellow citizen of New 
Orleans. 
From Emily R. Lewis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks for Polk's au­
tograph. 
From Cullen Sawtelle. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Na­
than Weston for a cabinet position. 
From Robert Wickliffe. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Lexington, Ky. , en route to his inauguration; discusses the 
condition of the roads from Louisville to Lexington and 
from there through Kentucky and Ohio. 
From Reuel Williams. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Na­
than Weston for the cabinet position of U.S. attorney gen­
eral. 
To Silas Wright, Jr. 
Calendar 
8 Dec 
8 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
9 Dec 
[10 Dec 1844] 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
lO Dec 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
10 Dec 
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From Judah Dana. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers advice on New 
England candidates for a position in Polk's cabinet; recom­
mends John Fairfield for secretary of war and Nathan We­
ston for U.S. attorney general. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DNA-RG 59. Introduces 
Jerome Bayon; encloses letters of reference regarding his 
application for federal office. (Enclosures not found.) 
From Samuel Baker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Richard 
M. Johnson for a cabinet position; inquires about Polk's re­
ligious beliefs and his record as a slaveholder. 
From John 0. Bradford. 
From Orville T. Bradley. 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From Ezekiel Brown. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president. 
From William Kennon, Sr. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
Hugh J. Jewett for the position of solicitor of the Treasury. 
From Wyman B.  S. Moor. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
Nathan Weston for U.S. attorney general. 
From William T. Willis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires about the 
route of Polk's inaugural trip. 
From S. S. Austin. L. DLC-JKP. Asks on behalf of the 
Empire Club of New York City if Polk ever substituted for 
Richard M. Johnson as presiding officer of the U.S. Sen­
ate; Polk's endorsement reads, "Believed to be a Hoax or 
a forgery." 
From Lewis Cass. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Edward 
Brooks, customs collector at Detroit, Mich. 
From Robert P. Dunlap et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Recommend 
John Fairfield to be secretary of the navy. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DNA-RG 59. Recommends 
Auguste D'Avezac for a foreign mission. 
From Howard Kennedy and Moor A. Falls. L. DLC-JKP. On 
behalf of the National Road Stage Company offer Polk the 
use of a coach to convey him and his party from Wheeling 
to Cumberland. 
From Amos Lane et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Recommend Lewis 
Cass for secretary of state. 
From H. H. Phelps et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Parkersburg, Va. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From Alfred Redington. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Na­
than Weston for the cabinet position of U.S. attorney gen­
eral. 
From Daniel Williams. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to ap­
point a Maine Democrat to the cabinet; recommends Na­
than Weston for U.S. attorney general. 
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From Anonymous. L, signed 'aohn McCalla. " Recounts vi­
gnettes of the settlement of New England and curses Polk's 
election. 
From John M. Bass. 
From Otis L. Bridges. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Na­
than Weston for a position in Polk's cabinet. 
From Miles N. Carpenter et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk 
to attend a public meeting in Philadelphia, Penn. , to com­
memorate the Battle of New Orleans. 
From Anson G. Chandler. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
Nathan Weston for U.S. attorney general. 
From Leonard P. Cheatham. 
From Thomas B. Eastland. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces 
James S. McFarlane of New Orleans. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DNA-RG 59. Encloses a let­
ter of November 14, 1844, from Martin Van Buren urging 
Jackson's cooperation in securing preferment for Auguste 
D'Avezac. 
From Leonard Jarvis. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises Polk to ap­
point David Henshaw, not John Fairfield, as secretary of the 
navy. 
From Alfred Marshall. ALS. DLC-JKP. Urges Polk to ap­
point a Maine Democrat to the cabinet; recommends Na­
than Weston for U.S. attorney general. 
From Alexander Mouton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Felix 
Bosworth of Carroll Parish, La. 
From David Tod. LS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Samuel 
Medary for the cabinet position of postmaster general. 
From Horace Warren. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces James 
S. McFarlane, a member of the committee appointed to at­
tend Polk and invite him to visit New Orleans; notes that 
McFarlane will tell Polk about the Creoles' policy of political 
proscription in their city. 
From John Anderson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends John 
Fairfield to be secretary of the navy. 
From John W. Childress. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires about 
the date of Polk's proposed visit to Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
From George S. Hampton et al. L. DLC-JKP. Write on be­
half of a Democratic mass meeting which was held in Iowa 
City, Iowa Territory, on December 2, 1844; congratulate 
Polk on his election as president. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From William Murrey. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits a position 
as porter in the Customs House of New York City. 
From Abel C. Pepper. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a letter from 
Indiana Democrats recommending Lewis Cass for secretary 
of state. (Enclosure not found.) 
Calendar 
12 Dec 
12 Dec 
12 Dec 
12 Dec 
12 Dec 
12 Dec 
[13 Dec 1844] 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
13 Dec 
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From Jacob W. Piatt. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president; assures Polk that Ohio favors 
Texas annexation. 
From Joel B. Sutherland. ALS. DL�KP. Offers advice on 
cabinet appointments and patronage. 
From David D. Wagener. ALS. DL�KP. Advises Polk on 
cabinet appointments and the tariff; notes the divisions 
within "the Democracy of the North and Middle States" 
over the Texas question; warns Polk to beware of "certain 
Politicians in Pa." 
From Reuben M. Whitney. ALS. DL� Solicits a posi­
tion in the federal government. 
From Reuben M. Whitney. ALS. DL�KP. Recommends 
David Henshaw for the cabinet position of secretary of the 
navy. 
From William H. Wood. ALS. DL�KP. Sends Polk a draft 
for $91 1 . 1 1  and sets forth terms for its repayment. 
From Anonymous. L, signed "Asaph." DL�KP. Writes 
from Milford, N.H., and urges Polk to emancipate his slaves 
on inauguration day. 
From Madison Caruthers. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces 
James S. McFarlane. 
From J. W. and S. T. Crenshaw. L. DL�KP. Offer to pro­
vide Polk with one of their best cotton gins. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From Andrew Jackson. ALS. DNA-RG 59. Recommends 
Anderson Bean for the office of U.S. marshal for north Mis­
sissippi. 
From S. B. Kingston et al. LS. DL�KP. Write on behalf of 
the Democracy of the Third Congressional District of Penn­
sylvania; invite Polk to attend a public festival to commem­
orate the Battle of New Orleans. 
From M. B. D. Lane. ALS. DL�KP. Invites Polk to visit 
Jonesville, Va., en route to his inauguration. 
From T. P. Minor. ALS. DLC-JKP. Hopes that Polk will ac­
cept the committee's invitation to visit New Orleans; in­
vites Polk to stay at his house. 
From Thomas J. Read. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Jo­
seph Cowdin of New York for a position in the federal gov­
ernment. 
From William A. Scott. ALS. DL�KP. Congratulates Polk 
on his election as president; encloses a copy of "a discourse 
'on the duty of Christians to pray for their Rulers." '  (En­
closure not found.) 
From Thomas Sherlock et al. LS. DL�KP. Invite Polk to 
visit Cincinnati, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From Will M. Shipp. ALS. DL�KP. Repeats his earlier 
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13 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
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14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
14 Dec 
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15 Dec 
15 Dec 
15 Dec 
15 Dec 
16 Dec 
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request to know the first name of Polk's wife, after whom 
he wishes to name his infant daughter. 
From Alden S. Stevens. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that since 
the country's safety depends upon "the intelligence of the 
people," education should be one of the primary concerns 
of government; encloses a copy of the "common school law" 
of Attica, N.Y. (Enclosure not found.) 
From the Young Hickory Club of New Orleans. L, fragment. 
DLC-JKP. Invites Polk and Andrew Jackson to visit New 
Orleans en route to Polk's inauguration. 
From Anonymous. N. DLC-JKP. Sends Polk a series of ex­
tracts commenting on free trade and tariffs; notes that the 
extracts are taken from a book in his possession. 
From Hugh J. Anderson. ALS. DLC'.r-JKP. Recommends 
John Fairfield to be secretary of the navy. 
From James Bates. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his victory in the presidential election. 
From A.aron V. Brown. 
From David England et al. LS. DLC-,JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Steubenville, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From Thomas L. Hamer. ALS. DLC---JKP. Attributes the 
Whig victory in Ohio to the forged Birney letter, which 
"drove many Abolitionists to Mr Clay. " 
From James K. Hill. ALS. DLC-JKP. Inquires if his brother, 
William A. Hill, has left Columbia and gone to Texas. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Seth W Jones. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to purchase 
Polk's plantation in Yalobusha County, Miss . ;  proposes to 
pay for the land in cotton. 
From Guston Kearney. ALS. DLC-JKP. Offers general ad­
vice on appointments to federal office. 
From William W Lea. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses the pro­
posed establishment of the True American, a Democratic 
weekly newspaper to be published by Thomas Claiborne, 
Jr., in Trenton, Tenn. 
From Charles J. McDonald et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk 
to visit Marietta, Ga., en route to his inauguration. 
From John Stapleton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes from Berks 
County, Penn. ;  remarks that he once knew a resident of the 
county who was named James Polk. 
From Robert Armstrong. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a let­
ter from Polk's friends in New Orleans, La. , in which they 
invite Polk to visit the city en route to his inauguration. 
From George M. Dallas. 
From Amos David. 
From J. George Harris. 
From Robert Armstrong. 
Calendar 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
16 Dec 
17  Dec 
1 7  Dec 
17  Dec 
18 Dec 
18 Dec 
18 Dec 
18 Dec 
18 Dec 
18 Dec 
[ 19 Dec 1844] 
19 Dec 
19 Dec 
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From Julius W. Blackwell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes on behalf 
of some Georgia Democrats; urges Polk to visit the state en 
route to his inauguration. 
From Shepard Cary. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses recommen­
dations for the appointment of Nathan Weston to be attor­
ney general; identifies the author of each letter, including 
Alfred Marshall, Wyman B. S. Moor, and Daniel Williams. 
To Clement C. Clay. 
From Stephen Emery. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends John 
Fairfield to be secretary of the navy. 
From Robert E.  Finnell. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits a position 
in the general government. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From Rufus Mcintire. ALS. DLC-JKP. Believes that of the 
Maine candidates for a cabinet position, John Fairfield is 
the one most likely to inspire confidence in Polk's adminis­
tration. 
From Daniel F. Carter. ALS. DLC-JKP. Proposes to provide 
Polk with a coach for his inaugural trip and to convey him 
and his party from Nashville, Tenn. ,  to Louisville, Ky. 
From Gansevoort Melville. 
From James Walker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Discusses the terms 
on which William Wilson Polk will loan Polk $9,000. 
From Thomas Dunn English et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Write on 
behalf of the White Eagle Club; invite Polk to attend a pub­
lic dinner on January 8, 1845, at the Mercer House, New 
York City. 
From Elijah Hise. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces Thomas 
Strange of Warren County, Ky. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Joseph A. Linscott. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
Nathan Weston to be U.S. attorney general. 
From John M. Niles. ALS. DLC-JKP. Details background 
of Gideon Welles, whom he recommends to be postmaster 
general. 
From Samuel P. Walker. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends his 
business partner, William S. Pickett, for the office of U.S. 
consul at Liverpool. 
From Thomas Clark. ALS. DLC-JKP. Relates that Polk's 
slave, Blacksmith Harry of Carrollton, Miss. ,  wishes Polk 
to write him by William Bobbitt; states that Harry does not 
wish to live with Kimbrough, who is a Whig and will not let 
him hear from Polk. 
From Thomas Goin. ALS. DLC-JKP. Intends to publish a 
pamphlet on "Naval Schools" ;  asks Polk to write a letter in 
support of these schools. 
From James X. McLanahan et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk 
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20 Dec 
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20 Dec 
20 Dec 
21 Dec 
21 Dec 
21 Dec 
21 Dec 
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to visit Chambersburg, Penn. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From David Myerle. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that at the urg­
ing of James K. Paulding, secretary of the navy in 1840, he 
invested $45,000 in the experimental cultivation of water­
rotted hemp; believes that the general government should 
reimburse him for his losses. 
From Thomas M. Ward. ALS. DLC-JKP. Introduces himself 
and congratulates Polk on his election as president. 
From Michael G. Bright. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
James Whitcomb for a cabinet position; notes that neither 
Indiana nor Illinois has had a representative in the cabinet 
and that both states reversed huge Whig majorities in the 
presidential contest. 
From Joseph W. Chalmers. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises Polk on 
the appointment of the marshal of north Mississippi. 
From W. L. Crandal. ALS. DLC-JKP. Writes on behalf of the 
Democracy of Onondaga County, N.Y.; urges Polk to remem­
ber in the selection of his cabinet members that he owes his 
nomination and election to the people, not the old "circle of 
personal influence. "  
From William Foster. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that i n  Mas­
sachusetts "bad appointments" by Andrew Jackson and 
Martin Van Buren have hurt the reputation of the Demo­
cratic party; emphasizes the need to appoint only "virtuous 
and enlightened men." 
From John Hamm et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit 
Zanesville, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From Adam Huntsman. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Samuel M. Leiper. ALS. DLC-JKP. Claims that dur­
ing the campaign in Pennsylvania "the clergy almost to a 
man" opposed the Democrats; urges Polk to give "a decided 
Christian spirit" to his inaugural address. 
From Jesse Miller. 
From Benjamin Patton. 
From John S. Smith. ALS. DLC-JKP. Advises Polk to re­
place all the Democratic officeholders in New York with "an 
entire new set of democrats."  
From Silas Wright, Jr. 
From Alfred Balch. 
From James Bradford. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Columbus, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
To Cave Johnson. 
From Marcus Morton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Attributes the 
Whigs' domination of Massachusetts to the immorality and 
corruption of the Democratic officeholders there; warns 
Polk to beware of the "clique" of office seekers. 
Calendar 
2 1  Dec 
22 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
23 Dec 
24 Dec 
24 Dec 
24 Dec 
24 Dec 
25 Dec 
25 Dec 
[25 Dec 1844] 
26 Dec 
26 Dec 
26 Dec 
27 Dec 
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From Henry Nixdorff and William B. McLanahan. LS. 
DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to visit Frederick County, Md. ,  en 
route to his inauguration. 
From Richard M. Johnson. ALS. DLC-AJ. Recommends 
John G. Scroggin of Kentucky for the position of agent for 
procuring hemp for the U.S. navy. 
From James W. Bradbury. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends 
John Fairfield for a position in Polk's cabinet; recalls the 
evening before the Baltimore Convention gave Polk its 
nomination; states that he was one of those delegates from 
Maine, New York, and Ohio who "determined upon concen­
trating the unbroken strength for Mr Van Buren in the Con­
vention, upon the tried and constant friend of the venerable 
Jackson." 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From Andrew Jackson. 
From George F. Lehman et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
attend a public dinner in Philadelphia, Penn., on January 
8, 1845. 
From Peter Rawls et al. L. DLC-JKP. Write on behalf of the 
Democracy of the Fourth Congressional District of Penn. ;  
invite Polk to attend a dinner to commemorate the Battle 
of New Orleans. 
From J. T. Shane. ALS. DLC-JKP. Solicits a position in the 
general government. 
From Fernando Wood. 
From Calvin Blythe and John 0. Bradford. LS. DLC-JKP. 
Write on behalf of the Democratic Invincible Legion of 
Philadelphia, Penn. ; invite Polk to attend a public dinner 
to commemorate the Battle of New Orleans. 
From Andrew J. Donelson. 
From J. George Harris. 
From John Law. ALS. DLC-JKP. Wishes to accompany Polk 
on his inaugural trip. 
From Anonymous. L, signed ''A true democrat." DLC-JKP. 
Recommends Alexander Hale of Rogersville, Tenn., for an 
office in the federal government. 
From R. W. Morrison. L. DLC-JKP. Claims that he lost his 
position as overseer because he voted for Polk; appeals to 
Polk for financial assistance. 
From John Pope. 
From James H. Cox et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Ask Polk to retain 
John Y. Mason as secretary of navy. 
From Cave Johnson. 
From Franklin Pierce. ALS. DLC-FP. Recommends John 
McNeil for an office in the federal government 
From William Anderson. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses the De-
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27 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
28 Dec 
29 Dec 
29 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
30 Dec 
31 Dec 
31 Dec 
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cember 26th issue of the Washington Madisonian ; points to 
his article refuting Whig charges that the English favored 
Polk's election. (Enclosure not found.)  
From John D. McCrate. ALS. DLC-JKP. Recommends Jo­
seph Hall for a federal office. 
From Richard Rush. 
From Reuben Burlingame. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates 
Polk on his election as president. 
From A. N. Clark et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Write on behalf of the 
Kensington Democracy of Philadelphia, Penn. ;  invite Polk 
to attend a public dinner to commemorate the Battle of New 
Orleans. 
From R. E. Denton. ALS. DLC-JKP. Promises to become a 
good Democrat if Polk will give him a federal office. 
From Robert P. Dunlap. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a per­
sonal letter from James W Bradbury. 
From Robert P. Dunlap. ALS. DLC-JKP. Encloses a letter 
from James W Bradbury and other members of the Elec­
toral College of Maine, who recommend John Fairfield to 
be secretary of the navy. 
From Charles J. Ingersoll. 
From Simon P. Jordan. ALS. DLC-JKP. Asks Polk to write 
a letter of recommendation for William G. Canders, a Pres­
byterian minister in Mt. Pleasant, Tenn. 
From John Schnierle. ALS. DLC-JKP. Invites Polk to visit 
Charleston, S.C., en route to his inauguration. 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From John H. Steele and Harry Hibbard. L. DLC-JKP. Rec­
ommend Henry Hubbard for a position in Polk's cabinet. 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From Aaron V. Brown. 
From James Cone. ALS. DLC-JKP. Agrees to the proposed 
arrangement for settling his debts with Polk. 
From Robert P. Dunlap. 
From Gordius A. Hall et al. LS. DLC-JKP. Invite Polk to 
visit Zanesville, Ohio, en route to his inauguration. 
From Gayton P. Osgood. ALS. DLC-JKP. Notes that Joseph 
Hall will visit Tennessee and will ask for an interview to 
discuss his prospects for an appointment; assures Polk that 
Hall's advice on appointments represents the views of a ma­
jority of Massachusetts Democrats. 
From James Tennison. ALS. DLC-JKP. Repeats his plea for 
financial assistance. 
To Felix Bosworth et al. 
From John Catron. 
From A. A. Foley. ALS. DLC-JKP. Congratulates Polk on 
his election as president. 
Calendar 
31 Dec 
31  Dec 
31 Dec 
31 Dec 
31 Dec 
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From Charles G. Greene. 
From Howard Kennedy et al. LS. DL� Invite Polk to 
visit Uniontown, Penn. ,  en route to his inauguration. 
From E. M. Patterson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Recommends Wil­
liam A. Murray for a clerkship in the Post Office depart­
ment. 
From William S. Pickett. LS. DLC--JKP. Reports from New 
Orleans that he is holding Polk's 101 bales of cotton off the 
market until prices steady following receipt of "the most 
disastrous news for the Cotton market" from Liverpool, 
where manufacturers are now buying on their own terms. 
From James Robertson. ALS. DLC--JKP. Offers advice on 
cabinet appointments; recommends Silas Wright, Jr. , for 
secretary of state. 

INDEX 
Aberdeen, George Hamilton-Gordon, Earl 
of, 374, 377, 438 
Abingdon, Va., 494c, 5 10c 
Abolition, 6, 15, 22, 45, 56-57, 79, 83, 90, 
100, 113-14, 129, 146-50, 158-59, 163-
64, 166, 176-77, 180, 186, 189, 194, 196, 
198-200, 202-3, 2 12, 2 18, 222-23, 225-
26, 228, 232-33, 235-36, 238, 24 7-49, 
251, 257, 269, 273, 277, 278, 280-82, 
286-89, 293, 301, 312, 317, 319, 329, 
374-75, 377, 397, 402, 438, 451, 453, 460, 
490c, 522c, 528c, 529c, 540c 
Adams, Benjamin, 43 
Adams, John (Mass.), 342, 455 
Adams, John (N.Y.), 177, 179; from, 513c, 
523c, 525c 
Adams, John Q., 76, 94, 1 14-15, 128-29, 
211-12, 237, 240, 277, 279, 329, 429, 431, 
458-59, 461, 464, 466, 474, 532c 
Adams-Onis treaty ( 1819), 240, 434 
Agriculturalist, 143-44 
Alabama: elections ( 1844), 1 79, 509c 
Alban� N.Y, 24, 80, 2 13, 283, 336, 500c 
Albany Argus, 26-27, 80, 286, 3 16-17 
Albany Evening Journal, 97, 279, 293-94, 
344-45 
Alderson, James C. : from, 540c 
Alexander, Adam R., 340 
Alexander, Augustus, 168 
Alexander, Daniel, 12, 14, 20 
Alexande� George, 20, 511c 
Alexander, John McKnitt, 41 
Alexander, Joseph McKnitt, 4 7 
Alexander, Paris, 46-4 7, 168 
Alexander, Thomas, 13-15 
Alexander, William J.: from, 517c, 545c 
Alleghany County, Md., 489c 
Alleghany County, Penn. ,  273, 361 
Allen, Charles A., 404-5 
Allen, Henry: from, 488c 
Allen, James: from, 490c 
Allen, Thomas, 393 
Allen, William, 3-4, 356, 403, 544c; to, 203-
4, 510c 
American Republican party. See Native 
American party 
Anderson, Addison A., 333 
Anderson, Alexander 0., 333; from, 498c 
Anderson, Hugh J., 38, 60, 100; from, 500c, 
552c 
Anderson, John: from, 37, 488c, 550c 
Anderson, Joseph, 333 
Anderson, Pierce B., 243, 333 
Anderson, Thomas von Albade, 333 
Anderson, William: from, 528c, 54 7c, 555c 
Anderson County, Tenn. ,  280 
Andre, John, 28-29 
Andrew, James 0., 358-59 
Andrews, John T. : from, 67-68, 490c, 546c 
Anonymous: from, 487c, 489c, 502c, 503c, 
515c, 530c, 53lc, 534c, 535c, 536c, 538c, 
540c, 541c, 54 7c, 550c, 551c, 552c, 555c 
Anthony, Joseph B.: from, 495c, 517c 
Anti-Corn Law League, 376-77 
Anti-Masons, 293 
Appleton, James, 38 
Appleton, Jesse, 1 18 
Archer, William S., 267, 530c 
559 
560 
Arkansas: Democrats, 66, 205, 362; elec­
tions (1844) , 65, 198, 205, 238, 361, 510c, 
533c; Whigs, 65, 205, 510c 
Armstrong, Elias J.: from, 513c 
Armstrong, Robert, 16--17, 53, 72, 81,  85, 
91, 101-2, 1 19, 125, 127, 137, 143-44, 
158, 176, 184, 190, 197-98, 210-11, 233-
34, 236-37, 239, 253, 296, 301, 305, 312-
13, 363, 394, 418, 426, 430, 436, 462, 
49&, 500c; from, 50-51, 68--69, 76--77, 
84, 94-95, 120, 124, 131, 135, 284-85, 
294-95, 298-99, 302-3, 309-10, 319, 320, 
321, 334-35, 341, 369-70, 436--37, 489c, 
490c, 491c, 492c, 495c, 496c, 497c, 49&, 
499c, 502c, 503c, 504c, 507c, 50&, 510c, 
512c, 516c, 517c, 51&, 521c, 523c, 525c, 
527c, 529c, 530c, 531c, 533c, 534c, 535c, 
537c, 539c, 543c, 54 7c, 552c; to,69-70, 
160, 490c, 495c, 502c 
Armstrong, William, 361, 363 
Arnold, Benedict, 29 
Arnold, Thomas D., 244-45 
Aroostook River, 315- 16 
Arrington, Alfred W, 238, 241 
Ashley, Chester, 65, 67, 361-63 
Atchison, David R., 405- 6 
Athens, Tenn., 86, 134-35, 138, 335, 547c 
Atherton, Ann Barnard Clark (Mrs. 
Charles G.), 303 
Atherton, Charles G. : from, 303, 509c, 531c 
Atherton, Mary (Mrs. Robert L.) :  from, 
37 1-72, 543c 
Atherton, Robert L.: from, 371-72, 543c 
Austin, S. S.:  from, 549c 
Austin, William G. : from, 490c 
Bache, Richard, 400 
Bache, Sophia Dallas (Mrs. Richard), 400 
Badger, Bela, 322-23 
Badger, George E. ,  39, 41,  128 
Bagby, Arthur P., 407-8 
Bailey, __ , 284 
Bailey, James: from, 54& 
Baines, J. Edward: from, 497c 
Baines, John: from, 543c 
Baker, Samuel: from, 549c 
Balch, Alfred: from, 87-89, 174-76, 207-8, 
386--89, 453-55, 492c, 499c, 506c, 512c, 
545c, 554c 
Baldwin, Josiah: from, 494c 
Index 
Baltimore, Md. , 123, 213, 221,  238, 489c, 
491c, 49& 
Baltimore Argus, 198 
Baltimore Constitution, 407-8 
Baltimore Convention. See Democratic 
party: national convention (1844) 
Baltimore Sun, 310 
Bancroft, George, 96, 117-18, 127, 469, 
480; from, 51-53, 489c 
Bank of the United States (second), 12, 35-
36, 219, 310-11,  340, 345, 349, 352-53, 
360, 425-26, 463 
Baptists, 164, 453 
Barker, George P., 27, 497c 
Barnard, J. : from, 537c 
Barr, W Franklin: from, 495c 
Barringer, Daniel L., 244-45 
Barrow, Ann Shelby (Mrs. Washington) ,  
395-96 
Barrow, Washington, 48, 50, 2 14, 332, 396, 
507c 
Bartley, Mordecai, 83, 145, 200, 288, 505c, 
50& 
Bartley, Thomas W :  from, 542c 
Barton, John B.,  109 
Barton, Roger, 48-49, 94, 138 
Bass, John M.: from, 419, 49&, 550c 
Bass, Malvina Grundy (Mrs. John M.) ,  419 
Bates, Barnabas: from, 102-4, 493c 
Bates, James: from, 552c 
Baton Rouge, La., 132-33, 254, 493c 
Battle of Brandywine, 37 1-72 
Battle of Eutaw Springs, S.C., 14 
Battle of Germantown, 371-72 
Battle of New Orleans, 462, 481 
Battle of Pharsalus, 327-28 
Battle of San Jacinto, 116 
Battle of Trenton, 37 1-72 
Bayly, Thomas H., 429-30, 457, 468, 470 
Bayon, Jerome, 549c; from, 530c 
Beall, John S.:  from, 521c 
Bean, Anderson, 551c 
Beardsley, Samuel: from, 541c 
Beaumont, Andrew: from, 216--18, 513c 
Bedford County, Va. ,  503c 
Bell, Jane Erwin Yeatman (Mrs. John), 303, 
:395- 96 
Bell, John, 32-33, 36--37, 50, 63, 68, 71,  
81,  8� 107-� 13� 17� 20� 20� 232, 
244, 283, 303, 333, 336, 377, 395- 96, 421 ,  
Index 
Bell-(Cont.) 
49&, 505c 
Bell, John M.:  from, 520c, 546c 
Bell, Jonas J., 185; from, 507c, 510c, 525c, 
530c, 535c 
Benjamin, William A.: from, 527c 
Bennett, James Gordon, 346-4 7 
Benton, Elizabeth McDowell (Mrs. Thomas 
H.),  467 
Benton, Thomas H.,  407, 423, 436-37, 441, 
457-58, 507c, ; Polk's cabinet, 385, 406, 
411,  422, 465, 467, 474, 545c; presiden­
tial election (1844), 207, 238, 240; St. 
Louis speech, 238, 240, 355-56, 381 ; 
Texas annexation, 3-4, 10, 12, 65, 238, 
240, 355-56, 404-5, 429, 545c; Texas an­
nexation treaty, 3-4, 10, 12, 107, 125-26, 
238, 240, 413, 417, 422, 427-29, 440, 443, 
475 
Berks County, Penn., 5, 264, 517c, 519c 
Berlin, __ , 178 
Berrien, John M.,  30-31, 96-97, 118, 180, 
522c 
Best, Alexander: from, 256-57, 51& 
Bibb, George M., 407-8, 469 
Biddle, __ , 178 
Biddle, Nicholas, 12, 36, 219-21 
Bidlack, Benjamin A., 217-18 
Bigler, John: from, 495c 
Billings, A.: from, 487c, 51& 
Bills, Alvin W: from, 519c, 544c 
Bills, John H.,  51& 
Birney, James G., 22-23, 58, 113, 146, 158-
59, 199, 202, 225, 230, 232, 282, 286, 288, 
319, 45 1, 50&, 52&, 530c, 552c 
Black, Edward J., 141-42 
Blacksmith Harry, 553c; from, 370-71, 543c 
Blackwell, ,Julius W, 158, 214, 300; from, 
133-35, 243, 335, 496c, 516c, 537c, 553c 
Blair, Francis P., 4, 18, 20, 40, 48, 161, 212, 
273, 384, 398, 400, 407, 418, 425, 428, 
436-38, 457, 475 
Blair, John: from, 77-79, 389-92, 491c, 
514c, 523c, 545c 
Blair, Montgomery, 436-37 
Bledsoe County, Tenn., 486c 
Bloomington, Ind. ,  499c 
Blount, William, 480 
Blount County, Tenn.,  486c 
"Bluffton" movement (1844) . See South 
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Brown, Thomas: from, 538c 
Brown, William J.: from, 523c 
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dential election (1844),  1 72, 1 79-80, 249, 
376-77;  tariff views, 30-31, 265, 373, 
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Carty, B. W D. : from, 523c 
Caruthers, James A, 64 
Caruthers, Madison, 340; from, 551c 
Caruthers, Robert L., 16-17, 31-32, 70-71, 
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from, 1 1 1-13, 494c 
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308, 318, 346, 360, 364-66, 373, 400, 407, 
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327 
Dixon, FitzEugene, 327 
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376-77, 42 1;  from, 276-77, 461-62, 523c, 
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Fillmore, Millard, 79-80, 170, 228, 277-78, 
285, 377 
Finch, Thomas H., 157-58 
Fine, John, 401-2, 422 
Finnell, Robert E. :  from, 503c, 532c, 553c 
Fitzgerald, William, 161, 171-72, 183, 190; 
from, 494c, 505c, 513c 
Flagg, Azariah C., 6-8, 2 18--19, 279, 283, 
316-17, 406, 417-18, 422, 424, 460, 475-
77 
Flenniken, Robert P., 158--59; from, 24-25, 
304-5, 487c, 510c, 531c 
Fletcher, John D., 55 
Fletcher, Thomas: from, 536c 
Florida: admission of, 458 
Foley, A A: from, 556c 
Forsyth, John, 387, 389 
Foster, Ephraim H., 31-32, 68--69, 71, 77, 
88-89, 95, 175, 198, 283, 333, 356, 42 1, 
427 
Foster, Henry A, 383-84, 407, 439, 458--59; 
567 
from, 525c 
Foster, Ira R.: from, 532c 
Foster, Jane Mebane Lytle Dickinson (Mrs. 
Ephraim H.),  42 1 
Foster, Robert C., Jr., 89, 95 
Foster, Robert C., Sr., 94-95 
Foster, William: from, 554c 
Fowlkes, Jeptha: from, 5 15c 
France: U.S. relations, 4 72-73 
Francis, Hugh, 157-58 
Frankfort Kentucky Yeoman, 237, 240 
Franklin, Benjamin, 400 
Franklin, Deborah Read (Mrs. Benjamin), 
400 
Franklin, George H. :  from, 488c 
Franklin, Morris, 226, 230 
Franklin County, Tenn., 54-55, 236-37, 
514c 
Frazer, Preston: from, 547c 
Frazier, Julian: from, 5 10c 
Freeman, W.: from, 541c 
Frelinghuysen, Theodore, 132, 245 
Frensley, Charles A: from, 5 1 1c 
Frensley, William H., 5 1 1c 
Frierson, Erwin J., 65, 67 
Fulkerson, Abraham: from, 543c 
Fulton, James, 547c 
Fulton, William S., 65, 67, 206 
Gage, Ezekiel H. :  from, 493c 
Gains, Pendleton G., 339 
Galbraith, John: from, 56-58, 490c 
Gales, Joseph, Jr. , 239, 241, 267 
Gallatin, Tenn., 518c 
Gallup, Albert: from, 23-24, 1 70, 487c, 
504c, 523c 
Gardiner, Addison, 23-25, 27-28, 38, 56-
58, 223, 448, 452 
Gardner, John A, 156, 158, 198; from, 161, 
502c 
Garland, Hudson S., 183-84, 248; from, 
500c 
Garland, J. B., 230 
Garland, James, 184, 469-70; from, 529c 
Garrard County, Ky., 501c 
Garrett, G. W.: from, 542c 
Gately, John: from, 494c 
Gazlan, Carter: from, 502c 
Genesee County, N.Y., 223, 227-28 
Georgia: Democrats, 30, 55, 73-74, 1 14, 
568 
Georgia-{ Cont.) 
179-80; presidential election (1844), 30, 
55, 73-74, 1 14-15, 140-42, 152, 164, 173, 
179-80, 198, 200, 203, 208, 210, 233, 
238, 290, 297, 302, 317-18; state elec­
tions (1844), 73-74, 140-41,  152, 173, 
179-80, 185, 189-91, 193, 195, 200, 215, 
249, 505c, 506c, 50&, 510c, 51 1c, 512c; 
Whigs, 73-74, 1 14, 142, 152, 173, 179, 
506c, 511c 
Getz, John G. : from, 546c 
Gholson, Samuel J., 333 
Gibbons, Charles, 262-63, 322-23, 333 
Gibson, James K.: from, 485c, 510c 
Gibson, Lawrence, 67 
Gifford, Lawson, 78, 124, 159, 413; from, 
161-62, 502c 
Gilbert, Timothy: from, 54 7c 
Giles County, Tenn. ,  107, 156, 159, 275, 
51&, 521c 
Gillespie, A. C. : from, 51& 
Gillespie, William, 42 
Gillet, Eleanor C. Barhydt (Mrs. Ransom 
H.),  336--37 
Gillet, Ransom H.: from, 113-14, 336--37, 
494c, 524c, 537c 
Given, George: from, 493c 
Glasier, Charles: from, 535c 
Glentworth, __ , 167 
Godwin, William, 349 
Goff, Dilsey (Mrs. William),  483, 543c 
Goff, William, 483, 543c 
Gain, Thomas: from, 487c, 553c 
Gold, Daniel, 443-44; from, 519c 
Goode, John W, 495c; from, 104-7, 132, 
493c, 496c; to, 120-22, 122-24, 496c 
Good Intent Company, 305 
Goodson, Thomas: from, 527c 
Gordon, Boling, 107-8, 143, 171,  183; from, 
502c; to, 162, 502c, 503c 
Gordon, John P.: from, 15, 486c 
Gorman, __ , 540c 
Goss, John D. : from, 517c 
Grafton County, N.H. ,  118 
Graham, Daniel, 4 77, 4 79 
Graham, David, 229, 231 
Graham, John L., 28, 34 7; from, 526c, 527c 
Graham, Joseph, 46-47 
Graham, Maria M'Iver (Mrs. Daniel), 477, 
479 
Graham, William A., 40, 42 
Granger, Francis, 79-80, 358 
Granja, __ , 97 
Grant, David B.: from, 517c 
Grant, Ulysses S. ,  231 
Index 
Great Britain, 152, 159-60, 504c, 505c, 
51 1c, 556c; abolition, 374-75, 377, 402, 
438; Act ofUnion (1801), 213; Corn laws, 
373-74, 377; Mexican relations, 173, 277; 
Texan relations, 277, 329, 374, 402, 434; 
U.S. relations, 277, 373-74, 399, 426, 
472-73, 477-79 
"Great Embodiment" (nickname). See Clay, 
Henry 
Greeley, Horace, 229, 231, 279, 50& 
Green, __ , 6  
Green, A. D. , 462 
Green, Willis, 149-50, 239, 241 
Greene, Charles G. : from, 483-84, 557c 
Greene County, Penn., 273 
Greene County, Tenn.,  172, 187, 285, 333 
Greensboro, N.C., 493c 
Greig, John, 80 
Gribble, Thomas, 20 
Griffin, William H., 25 
Griffith, William: from, 533c 
Griffiths, Jesse W: from, 539c 
Groat, D. B. :  from, 495c 
Grubb, Isabella Polk (Mrs. Thomas), 9 
Grubb, John, 10-11 
Grubb, Thomas, 9 
Grundy, Felix, 87, 89, 419, 464 
Grundy, James P., 136 
Guerry, Jacob M.:  from, 543c 
Guess, William A., 55-56 
Guild, Josephus C., 68-69; from, 520c, 53& 
Guilford County, N.C., 389 
Guthrie, J. B.: from, 520 
Guthrie, James, 7-8, 541c 
Gwin, William S.,  475-77 
Haines, A. : from, 532c 
Hale, Alexander, 555c 
Hall, Gordius A. : from, 556c 
Hall, James, 491c 
Hall, Joseph, 483-84, 521c, 535c, 541c, 
556c; from, 493c, 536c 
Hallett, William R. : from, 526c, 527c, 535c 
Halsey, Jehiel H.: from, 489c 
Halsey, Robert: from, 485c 
Index 
Hamer, Thomas L.,  145--47;  from, 514c, 
552c 
Hamilton, Alexander, 114-15, 227, 468--70 
Hamilton, Elizabeth Heyward (Mrs. James, 
Jr.) ,  376-77 
Hamilton, J. G. deRoulhac, 41 
Hamilton, James, Jr. : from, 29-31 ,  1 79-80, 
372-77, 487c, 507c, 543c; to, 249, 517c 
Hamilton, John C., 227; from, 502c 
Hamilton County, Ohio, 296-97 
Hamlin, Hannibal: from, 548c 
Hamm, John: from, 554c 
Hammond, James, 402 
Hammond, R. H.: from, 490c 
Hampton, George S. :  from, 550c 
Hancock, Stephen M.,  244-45 
Hannegan, Edward A.,  130--31, 148, 386, 
417-18 
Hannibal, Mo., 488c 
Haralson, Hugh A., 141-42, 238 
Haralson, K. L. : from, 536c 
Haralson, Vincent: from, 536c 
Hardeman County, Tenn., 512c, 522c 
Harden, Edward: from, 490c, 506c, 522c, 
533c 
Hardin, Benjamin, 32 
Harding, Chester, 532c 
Hardwicke, Jonathan P, 257 
Harney, Benjamin F., 132-33 
Harper, James, 226, 230, 267 
Harris, Adlai 0., 339-40 
Harris, Arnold S.,  361, 363; from, 91, 492c, 
499c, 512c 
Harris, George W D., 359; from, 486c 
Harris, Isham G., 33, 359 
Harris, J. George, 76-77, 92, 124, 131, 182, 
237, 261-62, 294, 299, 302, 369, 495c, 
498c; from, 58-59, 81-82, 100-1, 118--
19, 127-28, 143-44, 156, 197-99, 233-
34, 236-37, 296-97, 322, 334, 395-96, 
436, 462-63, 490c, 492c, 493c, 495c, 496c, 
499c, 502c, 503c, 506c, 510c, 514c, 516c, 
520c, 529c, 532c, 534c, 537c, 546c, 552c, 
555c; to, 190, 509c 
Harris, James, Jr. : from, 529c 
Harris, John S., 109 
Harris, Naomi Polk (Mrs. Adlai 0.), 340 
Harris, William R., 32-33, 359 
Harrisburg, Penn. ,  24 
Harrisburg Democratic Union, 413 
569 
Harrison, Charles P, 537c; from, 534c 
Harrison, Jesse T. : from, 531c 
Harrison, William H., 23, 34-35, 38, 40-41, 
67, 80, 93, 104, 125, 139, 146, 165, 167, 
221-22, 227, 238, 271, 278--79, 286-88, 
290-91, 312, 317, 349, 358, 407, 417, 420 
Harvey, __ , 167 
Haskell, William T., 183--85, 190--91, 209, 
395-96 
Havana, Cuba, 418-19 
Haw, Henry, 418 
Hawes, Horace: from, 542c 
Haynes, Landon C., 86-87, 135, 138--39, 
161, 242, 390, 392, 415-16 
Hays, John B., 459 
Hays, Ophelia Clarissa Polk (Mrs. John B.),  
230--31, 459 
Hayward, Elijah, 273-74 
Haywood, William H., Jr. , 14-15, 17-20, 48, 
53-54, 58-59, 76, 91-93, 240; from, 39-
42, 128--29, 48&, 496c, 527c, 537c 
Hazen, William C.: from, 42-43, 488c 
Hazlett, Samuel: from, 493c 
Hearkins, Hugh: from, 522c 
Heiss, John P, 70, 81, 101, 131, 143, 237, 
239, 241, 298, 400; from, 59, 84-85, 261-
63, 488c, 490c, 492c, 495c, 496c, 498c, 
520c; to, 53-54, 72, 101-2, 137, 489c, 
491c, 493c, 496c, 497c 
Helena Arkansas Journal, 545c 
Helm, John B. : from, 541c 
Hemingway, William: from, 539c 
Henderson, Greenville T. , 462 
Hendricks, William: from, 82-84, 492c 
Henry, Gustavus A., 16-17, 48, 54, 68, 134, 
138, 333, 395-96, 479 
"Henry Clay Against the Frontier Settlers" 
(pamphlet), 188--90, 198--99 
Henshaw, David, 308, 536c, 550c, 551c; 
from, 501c 
Hermitage (residence),  3, 57, 202, 321, 324, 
334, 341, 369, 387, 436-37, 459 
Herring, Elbert: from, 494c, 527c 
Hibbard, Harry: from, 556c 
Hickerson, __ , 283 
Hickman, Edwin W, 501c 
Hickory Cavalry (militia company), 518c 
Hicks, Henry: from, 487c, 534c 
Hicks, Hiram: from, 502c 
Hicks, Thomas M.:  from, 533c 
570 
Higgins, Thomas E. :  from, 547c 
Hill, Hiram: from, 494c 
Hill, Issac, 365, 367 
Hill, James K. : from, 552c 
Hill, John H., 53& 
Hill, William A. , 552c 
Hinds County, Miss., 515c 
Rise, Elijah: from, 553c 
Hoagland, John V.: from, 499c 
Hobson, Samuel: from, 545c 
Hoffman, Michael, 231 ,  423--24 
Hogan, Thomas W, 54 
Hoke, Michael, 40, 42 
Holbrook, H. L. :  from, 540c 
Holden, Edward M. :  from, 540c 
Holland, Kemp S.:  from, 524c 
Holland, N. : from, 509c 
Hopkins, George W :  from, 494c 
Hopkins, William: from, 534c 
Hord, James Madison, 415-16 
Horn, Henry, 252, 349, 399, 51&, 531c, 
535c; from, 519c, 527c, 53& 
Hornblower, Joseph C. : from, 487c 
Houston, George S., 71,  88--89; from, 107-
8, 494c, 511c, 513c, 536c 
Houston, Mary Beatty (Mrs. George S.) ,  
88--89 
Houston, Russell: from, 536c, 540c 
Houston, Sam, 96, 116, 120, 185, 189, 276, 
356 
Howard, Benjamin C. , 130-31 
Howard, Tilghman A. , 129-30 
Howard, Wardlow, 46--47, 167-68 
Howe, Marshall S. :  from, 520c 
Hoyt, James, Jr. : from, 519c 
Hubard, Edmund W, 417-18, 429-30 
Hubbard, David, 185, 191, 193, 198, 270-
71;  from, 506c 
Hubbard, Henry, 406, 408, 423, 457, 544c, 
556c; from, 364-67, 542c 
Hubbard, Sally Walker (Mrs. Henry), 366-
67 
Hubbell, William S., 110-11  
Hubley, Edward B. : from, 503c, 51&, 520c 
Hudson, John T. : from, 221-24, 290-93, 
515c, 52& 
Hughes, George R. : from, 489c 
Hughes, Robert Ball: from, 541c 
Humphreys, David, 299-300 
Humphreys, West H.,  138--39, 198, 239, 
241, 294 
Hunt, Washington, 530c 
Hunter, Alexander, 482-83 
Index 
Huntsman, Adam, 284; from, 162-64, 327-
29, 442, 493c, 502c, 536c, 554c 
Husted, Peter V.: from, 52& 
Huston, W Y. : from, 496c 
Illinois: Democrats, 340, 554c; presidential 
election (1844) , 546c, 554c 
Illustrations of Masonry, By One of the Fra­
ternity Who Had Devoted Thirty Years To 
the Subject, 223 
Indiana: abolition, 22, 114, 163--64, 288; 
Democratic Central Committee, 148, 
218; Democrats, 10, 82, 130, 218, 288, 
53&, 550c; election fraud, 288; Liberty 
party, 22, 163-64, 288; presidential elec­
tion (1840), 288; presidential election 
( 1844), 22-23, 82-83, 99, 130, 152, 175, 
203, 208, 210, 216, 236, 273, 285, 288, 
290, 292, 294, 296, 298, 301-2, 309, 312, 
317,  318, 486c, 492c, 497c, 514c, 520c, 
523c, 524c, 52&, 529c, 531c, 53&, 554c; 
Texas annexation, 10, 1 14, 340; Whigs, 
10, 82, 486c 
Indianapolis, Ind., 22 
Indiana State Sentinel, 289 
Ingalls, Theodore: from, 543c 
Ingersoll, Charles J., 97-98, 169-70, 181, 
211 ,  265, 422, 424, 505c, 541c; from, 4 71-
74, 486c, 509c, 542c, 556c; to, 151-52, 
501c, 521c 
Ingersoll, Joseph R., 170 
Internal improvements. See United States: 
internal improvements 
Iowa: admission of, 458 
Iowa City, Iowa T. , 550c 
Irving, Washington, 426 
Irwin, __ , 436 
Irwin, Thomas: from, 533c 
Isom, Arthur T. : from, 515c 
Ithaca, N.Y., 201 
Ithaca Chronicle, 97 
Jack, James, 13, 15 
Jackson, Andrew, 84, 154, 164, 172, 180, 
237, 240, 245, 263, 302, 314-15, 317,  
321, 324, 334-35, 341, 354, 358, 415, 454, 
474; from, 3-4, 84, 129-30, 273-74, 418--
Index 
Jackson---{Cont.) 
19, 425--26, 437-39, 459, 48&, 491c, 
496c, 501c, 517c, 51&, 522c, 533c, 535c, 
549c, 550c, 551c, 553c, 555c; to, 48&; pa­
tronage views, 418-19, 425--26, 437-39, 
459, 549c, 550c, 551c; Polk administra­
tion newspaper, 425--26; Polk's cabinet, 
425, 438; public lands, 463, 466; tariff 
views, 3-4, 397-98; Texas annexation, 3, 
94-95, 120, 129-30, 458-59, 475--76 
Jackson, John D.: from, 529c 
Jackson, John M., 22 
Jackson, Miss., 504c 
Jackson, Rachel Donelson (Mrs. Andrew), 
51,  120 
Jackson, Tenn.,  107-8, 136-37, 520c 
James City County, Va. ,  502c 
Janes, Absalom, 332 
Jarnagin, Spencer, 50-51, 111, 124, 183-84, 
356, 492c 
Jarvis, Charles: from, 544c 
Jarvis, Leonard, 544c; from, 48&, 550c 
Jeffers, H. L.: from, 504c 
Jefferson, Thomas, 62, 66, 174, 292, 342, 
381, 390, 414, 418-20, 463 
Jefferson County, Tenn. ,  241-43, 268, 280-
81 
Jeffreys, James W: from, 531c, 542c 
Jenks, Daniel T. : from, 48& 
Jenks, Michael H. ,  262-63 
Jewett, Albert G. , 236-39; from, 312-13, 
530c, 532c 
Jewett, Hugh J., 549c 
Jewett, Simeon B., 257 
Johnson, Andrew, 48, 80, 94-95, 162, 214, 
242-43, 390, 392, 415, 507c 
Johnson, Ann Polk (Mrs. Hershel V.), 75 
Johnson, Cave, 32, 46, 49, 54-55, 57-58, 
63-64, 70, 88, 107-8, 117-18, 130, 136, 
159, 161, 188, 190-91, 248, 253, 339-40, 
398, 412, 415, 417-18, 442, 457, 459, 478; 
from, 16-17, 257, 385--86, 406-8, 422-24, 
429-31, 440-42, 443-44, 467-70, 485c, 
486c, 487c, 501c, 505c, 519c, 529c, 535c, 
544c, 54&, 550c, 552c, 553c, 554c, 555c; 
to, 171-72, 183-84, 184-85, 247-48, 455-
56, 504c, 507c, 517c, 554c 
Johnson, Chauncey P. E.:  from, 505c 
Johnson, Elizabeth Dortch Brunson (Mrs. 
Cave), 257 
571 
Johnson, Henry, 210-1 1 
Johnson, Herschel V.: from, 72-75, 491c 
Johnson, James Hickman, 257 
Johnson, Polk Grundy, 257 
Johnson, Richard M., 211, 540c, 549c; from, 
555c 
Johnson, Thomas Dickson, 257 
Johnson, William, 13 
Johnson, Willie B., 33 
Johnson County, Tenn. ,  285, 526c 
Johnston, Harriet A. : from, 520c 
Jones, __ , 162 
Jones, Alexander, 50&; from, 258, 265--
66, 277-78, 286-87, 341-45, 517c, 519c, 
521c, 524c, 526c, 539c 
Jones, George W, 48-50, 135, 138-39, 405, 
418; from, 547c 
Jones, James C., 101, 105, 126, 181-82, 234, 
261-63, 333, 396, 421, 454, 479, 536c 
Jones, John, Jr. : from, 53& 
Jones, John B., 547c; from, 392-93, 545c 
Jones, John W, 406, 408 
Jones, Leonard: from, 515c 
Jones, Nathaniel: from, 345-47, 526c, 539c 
Jones, S . :  from, 521c 
Jones, Samuel, 165, 167 
Jones, Seaborn, 141; from, 507c 
Jones, Seth: from, 552c 
Jones, Thomas M., 497c; from, 51& 
Jonesboro, Tenn., 390, 507c 
Jonesboro Tennessee Sentinel, 78, 413, 416 
Jonesborough Whig and Independent Jour-
nal, 168, 333, 390, 392 
Jordan, Simon P.: from, 556c 
Judson, Andrew T. : from, 60-61, 396-98, 
490c, 546c 
Justice, Lewis R. : from, 539c 
Kane, John K., 96, 106, 109, 122-23, 125, 
187, 210, 382, 482, 48&, 495c; from, 
5, 75-76, 181-82, 185-87, 219-21, 266, 
485c, 491c, 49&, 504c, 506c, 507c, 50&, 
510c, 514c, 515c, 51&, 519c, 520c, 521c, 
542c; to, 152-53, 199-200, 501c 
Kay, Charles R. : from, 529c 
Kearney, Guston: from, 552c 
Kearne� Lawrence, 545c 
Keeble, Edwin A., 16-17, 50, 58, 68, 77, 
119; from, 204, 511c 
Keeler, Oscar T. : from, 543c 
572 
Kemble, Gouverneur: from, 34 7-48, 539c 
Kendall, Amos, 81-82, 101,  387, 399-400, 
426-28, 438--39, 459, 4 75-76, 4 79-80, 
519c 
Kendall 's Expositor, 82 
Kennedy, Howard, 304-5, 341 ;  from, 549c, 
557c 
Kenney, Daniel: from, 85-87, 492c 
Kennon, William, Jr. , 46-47 
Kennon, William, Sr., 403; from, 549c 
Kent, Edward, 99-100 
Kent, Phineas M.: from, 53 1c 
Kentucky: elections (1844), 3, 83, 1 17,  149, 
171 , 233, 301, 544c; Whigs, 354, 420 
Kentucky Resolutions (1798--99) ,  381, 384, 
545c 
Kerr, Lavenia: from, 539c 
Ketcham, Isaac S. :  from, 491c 
Key, Francis Scott, 536c 
Key, Philip Barton: from, 536c 
Kezer, Timothy, 70, 92-94, 143, 159; from, 
156-58, 502c 
Kiger, John T. : from, 524c 
Kimball, J. Shackford, 49& 
Kimbrough, __ , 370, 553c 
King, Edward, 430-31 
King, John P., 1 15, 406, 408, 422, 424 
King, Leicester, 145, 147 
King, Preston, 406, 408 
King, Samuel VV., 29 
King, Thomas B., 74-75, 141 
King, William R., 428 
Kingsbury, Harmon: from, 542c 
Kingsport, Tenn.,  13, 15, 48-49, 76, 78-79, 
85 
Kingston, S. B. :  from, 551c 
Kingston, Tenn.,  214 
Knox County, Tenn.,  280 
Knoxville, Tenn.,  138, 268, 280, 369 
Knoxville Argus, 78--79, 369 
Lackey, Robert J.: from, 501c 
La Grange, Tenn. ,  435 
Lamar, Henry G. : from, 526c 
Lamberton, VV. H.: from, 536c 
Lancaster County, Penn.,  351 
Lane, Amos: from, 524c, 549c 
Lane, Ebenezer, 403 
Lane, M. B. D.: from, 55 1c 
Langdon, Elam P.: from, 313-14, 532c 
Langston, A. H.:  from, 487c 
Langtry, Hillary, 70, 1 19, 459 
Latham, Francis S., 168 
Laughlin, Cora Kezer, 241 
Laughlin, Isabella, 241 
Index 
Laughlin, Mary C. Bass (Mrs. Samuel H.) ,  
241 
Laughlin, Samuel H., 46-47, 81, 156, 284, 
405, 435; from, 91-94, 158--60, 1 76-77, 
237-41, 299-301, 492c, 493c, 502c, 506c, 
516c, 530c, 546c 
Law, John: from, 130-3 1, 496c, 529c, 555c 
Lawrence, Abbott, 334 
Lawrence, Cornelius, 394 
Lawrenceburg, Tenn., 189, 191 
Lawrence County, Tenn., 276, 501c, 522c 
Lea, William VV., 198--99; from, 53&, 552c 
Leath, James T. , 105 
LeClerc, Joseph P.: from, 519c 
Legare, Hugh Swint, 464, 466 
Lehman, George F., 97-98; from, 555c 
Leigh, Jesse, 441-42 
Leiper, Samuel M.: from, 554c 
Leonard, Moses G.: from, 529c 
Letcher, Robert P., 356-57, 501c 
Letter of Mr. Walker of Mississippi in Reply 
to the Call of the People of Carroll County, 
Kentucky (1844), 434 
Levin, Lewis C., 98, 170 
Lewis, Emily R. : from, 54& 
Lewis, Micajah G., 244-45; from, 50&, 514c 
Lewis, William B.,  425-26, 438, 459, 4 77 
Lewisburg, Tenn.,  156 
Lewis County, N.Y., 1 13 
Lexington, Ky., 354 
Lexington Observer & Reporter, 113 
Liberty party, 22-23, 45,  56-58, 79,  83,  90, 
100, 1 13, 129, 146, 149-50, 158--59, 163-
64, 166, 1 76-77, 180, 186, 189, 194, 196, 
199-200, 202-3, 212, 218, 222-23, 225-
26, 228, 232-33, 235-36, 238, 24 7-49, 
251, 257, 269, 273, 278, 282, 286-89, 301, 
311-12, 317, 319, 329, 397, 451, 500c, 
50&, 513c, 517c, 5 19c, 522c, 52&, 533c, 
543c, 544c 
Lieper, William J.: from, 485c, 522c 
Lincoln, Abraham, 80, 436 
Lincoln, Warren: from, 491c 
-
Lincoln County, Tenn., 1 16, 157, 284 
Linn, Lewis F., 98, 406 
Index 
Linn, William, 97 
Linscott, Joseph A.: from, 553c 
Little Rock, Ark., 160 
Little Rock Arkansas Democratic Banner, 
363 
Livingston, Edward, 7 
Lonergan, Kennedy: from, 248-49, 517c, 
534c 
Long, Lemuel: from, 53& 
Long, Medicus A. : from, 540c 
Longstreet, Augustus: from, 351-53, 540c, 
543c 
Louisiana: ''Atakapas Country," 306; Dem­
ocrats, 133, 232, 276, 481, 525c; election 
fraud, 306, 523c, 525c, 534c; elections 
(1844), 133, 200, 203, 208, 210, 232-33, 
276, 290, 303, 305--6, 341, 515c, 520c, 
527c, 532c, 533c, 534c, 535c; tariff issue, 
232; Texas annexation, 232, 306 
Louisiana Purchase, 434, 462, 4 76 
Louisville, Ky. , 533c 
Louisville, Tenn. ,  242, 280 
Louisville Journal, 298--99, 506c 
Lowrance, Jacob, 53-54 
Lowry, William M., 48-49, 214; from, 332-
34, 499c, 509c, 510c, 526c, 536c 
Lumpkin, Wilson, 142, 152; from, 114-15, 
323-24, 494c, 512c, 529c, 535c 
Luther, Martin, 109, 260 
Luther, Rachel, 109 
Lynch, David, 360-61 
Lynchburg, Tenn. ,  513c 
Lyon, Thomas C., 48-49, 62 
Lyon, William, 48-49, 62 
Lyons, Henry A.: from, 522c 
McCall, Peter, 170 
McCalla, John M.,  542c, 550c; from, 354, 
511c, 540c 
McCandless, Wilson, 413; from, 524c, 531c, 
547c 
McCarty, Lewis B., 48& 
McClanahan, Samuel, 108 
McClees, William K., 25 
McClellan, Abraham: from, 524c 
McClintock, Jonas R. : from, 52& 
McClung, James W, 68--69, 84, 94, 111, 
137-38, 213-15, 242-43, 268, 280, 514c; 
from, 533c 
McClung, Matthew, 214-15 
573 
McClure, __ , 178 
McCrate, John D.: from, 556c 
McDonald, Charles J., 332; from, 552c 
McDowell, James, 465--67 
McDowell, Thomas C.: from, 532c 
McDuffie, George, 97-98, 353, 412-13, 417, 
422, 461 
McFarlane, James S., 462, 54&, 550c, 551c; 
from, 305--6, 531c, 532c 
McGimsey, John W P.: from, 132-33, 254, 
496c, 51& 
McGimsey, Rowena Jossey (Mrs. John W 
P.), 133, 254 
Mcintire, Rufus: from, 540c, 553c 
McKay, James 1., 406, 408, 422, 429-31, 
443-44, 468 
MacKenzie, William Lyon, 230-31 
McKeon, John, 156, 159; from, 218--19, 
245-47, 259-60, 267, 279-80, 293-94, 
50&, 509c, 514c, 516c, 519c, 521c, 522c, 
524c, 526c, 52& 
McKinney, David, 97 
McKisick, James, 205--7, 361-63; from, 64-
67, 490c 
McKissack, Spivey, 236--37 
McKnight, Alexander 1 . :  from, 496c 
McLain, Thomas J. : from, 543c 
McLanahan, James X.: from, 553c 
McLanahan, William B.: from, 555c 
McLane, Allen: from, 322-23, 487c, 534c 
McLane, Louis, 25; from, 543c 
McLaurine, Frank T., 315--16 
Maclay, William B.,  348 
McLeary, Michael, 13-14 
McLemore, Elizabeth Donelson (Mrs. John 
C.), 51 
McLemore, John C. ,  50-51, 58, 77, 84, 93 
Maclin, Sackfield, 64-66, 205-7, 361-63; 
from, 533c 
McMinnville, Tenn., 299, 335 
MeN airy, Boyd, 94-95 
McNairy, Tenn.,  47, 296 
McNeal, Ezekiel P.: from, 521c, 544c 
McNeil, John, 555c; from, 544c 
McNulty, Caleb J., 145-46 
Macon, Ga., 30 
McRoberts, Samuel, 341 
McVean, Charles: from, 519c 
McWhorter, J. G. : from, 537c 
Macy, John B., 501c; from, 496c, 533c 
574 
Madison, Dolly (Mrs. James), 546c 
Madison, James, 86, 125-26, 164, 351, 390, 
414, 453-55, 464 
Madison County, N.Y., 48& 
Maher, Augustus: from, 524c 
Maine: abolition, 100, 312; banking issue, 
100; Democrats, 37, 60, 367-68, 423, 
540c; gubernatorial election (1840), 38; 
Liberty party, 100, 312, 500c; presiden­
tial election (1844), 37, 52, 60, 99-100, 
286, 312, 341, 502c; state elections 
( 1844), 6, 38, 60, 79, 81,  84, 89, 91,  94, 
99, 100-1, 117,  134, 368-69, 487c, 48&, 
491c, 493c, 500c, 509c; tariff issue, 100; 
Texas annexation, 100; Whigs, 60, 79, 83, 
100, 502c, 509c 
Mallett, Edward J.: from, 108-9, 494c 
Mann, Abijah, Jr. , 423-24 
Marcy, William L., 6, 8, 228, 257, 283, ��49, 
383, 406, 417-18, 422, 460, 464, 475-76; 
from, 43-45, 48& 
Marietta County, Ga., 140 
Marion County, Tenn., 500c 
Markle, Joseph, 165-66, 169-70, 188, 195, 
211, 255, 259, 307, 49&, 519c 
Marshall, Alfred, 553c 
Marshall, John, 454-55 
Marshall, Thomas F., 3-4, 43 
Marshall County, Tenn. ,  112, 156, 275 
Martin, Alfred, 415-16 
Martin, Barkly, 16-17, 50, 64, 69, 230--31, 
490c; from, 499c, 501c 
Martin, George M. :  from, 514c, 522c 
Martin, Thomas: from, 491c, 492c, 49&, 
514c, 515c 
Maryland: Democrats, 24; nativism, 525c; 
presidential election (1844), 24, 76, 130, 
154, 159, 165, 198, 219, 282, 302, 309, 
522c, 525c; state elections (1844) ,  24, 
130, 165, 174-75, 177, 497c, 49&, 500c, 
504c, 506c 
Maryville, Tenn., 268 
Mason, John Y. , 248-49, 399-400, 407-8, 
423, 427, 433, 438, 465, 555c; from, 324-
26, 535c, 54&; to, 408-9 
Mason, Mary Anne Fort (Mrs. John Y.) ,  
325-26, 409 
Mason, William D.: from, 536c 
Mason-Dixon Line, 391, 414 
Massachusetts: Democrats, 60, 156, 484, 
Index 
554c, 556c; elections (1844), 51-52, 60, 
117 ,  154, 239, 341 ,  491c, 532c; intimida­
tion of workers, 350; Texas annexation, 
402; Whigs, 52, 217, 483, 491c, 547c, 554c 
Massleman, __ , 294 
Maupin, Robert D.: from, 536c 
Maury County, Tenn., 275, 442, 490c 
Maxwell, Thomas: from, 52& 
Maxwell, William H., 94-95, 138 
Mayle, Ebenezer: from, 544c 
Mecklenburg County, N.C., 119, 342 
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence 
( 1775), 13, 15, 18, 39-42, 46 
Medary, Samuel, 144-46, 197-98, 262, 319, 
322-24, 51&, 521c, 550c; from, 301, 516c, 
530c 
Meigs, Return J., 81-82 
Meigs County, Tenn.,  133, 135 
Melbourne, William Lamb, Lord, 374, 377 
Melville, Gansevoort, 43, 80, 147, 149, 202, 
213, 317;  from, 144-47, 200-1, 224-31, 
254-56, 439-40, 495c, 500c, 510c, 515c, 
51&, 553c 
Memorials of North Carolina (1838), 46-4 7 
Memphis, Tenn., 45, 167, 188, 209, 234-35, 
338-39, 409, 490c, 515c 
Memphis American Eagle, 168 
Mercer, Penn. , 499c 
Merrick, Joseph: from, 547c 
Methodists, 15, 164, 358-59, 453, 529c 
Mexico: British relations, 277; Texan in-
surrection, 173, 277, 381-82, 429; U.S. 
relations, 98, 405, 426, 429, 466-67 
Michigan: elections (1844), 129, 292, 491c, 
492c, 526c; Liberty party, 52& 
Middle Tennessee, 88, 163-64, 183, 198, 
289-90, 294-96, 298, 338, 490c, 503c, 
510c, 517c 
Miles, Edward K. : from, 522c 
"Mill Boy of the Slashes" (nickname). See 
Clay, Henry 
Miller, Andrew Jackson, 141 
Miller, Austin, 302-3, 308-9 
Miller, Jesse, 216; from, 177-79, 444-46, 
506c, 554c 
Miller, Joseph, 436 
Miller, Stephen F., 22 
Miller, William, 252 
Millerites (Seventh Day Adventists), 251-
52 
Index 
Milligan, Sam, 415--16 
Milton, John, 336-37 
Milton, Penn., 490c 
Minor, James Lawrence, 404--5 
Minor, T. P.: from, 551c 
Mississippi: elections (1837), 333-34; elec­
tions (1844), 231-32, 302-3, 5l lc, 515c, 
51& 
Missouri: banking issue, 404--5; Demo­
crats, 413-14, 404--5, 507c; elections 
(1844), 158, 302, 313, 404, 543c; Texas 
annexation, 404--5; Whigs, 404--5 
Mitchell, Robert: from, 355, 540c 
Mitchell, Samuel, 205, 207, 361, 363 
Mitchell, William L.: 544c 
Monroe, James, 174, 414, 464 
Monroe County, N.Y., 223 
Monroe County, Penn. ,  51& 
Monroe Doctrine (1823), 174 
Montgomery County, Tenn., 257 
Moor, Wyman B. S., 553c; from, 549c 
Moore, Ely: from, 48& 
Moore, Thomas P.: from, 544c 
Moore, William, 65, 67; from, 115--16, 494c, 
524c 
Morford, Josiah F., 92-93, 299 
Morgan, James, 500c 
Morgan, William, 221, 223 
Morgan County, Tenn., 172 
Morison, David, 339; from, 515c 
Morning Courier & New York Enquirer, 
165--66, 293-94, 440 
Morrell, Charles H., 327 
Morrell, Charlotte Dallas (Mrs. Charles H.), 
327 
Morris, Thomas, 58, 158-59, 530c 
Morrison, R. W: from, 555c 
Morse, Samuel, 500c 
Morton, Marcus, 117-18; from, 554c 
Mosby, Littleberry, 294 
Mosheim Community, 172 
Mount Pleasant, Tenn., 236 
Mouton, Alexander, 306; from, 545c, 550c 
Mr. Clay Against the Frontier Settlers 
(1844), 81-82 
Muhlenberg, Henry A. P., 6-7, 24-25, 35--
36, 57, 117-18, 131, 269 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., 111  
Murray, William A . ,  557c 
Murrey, William: from, 550c 
575 
Myerle, David: from, 554c 
Nailor, Mahlon: from, 547c 
Narrative of the Life of David Crockett of the 
State of Tennessee Written by Himself, 43 
Nashville, Tenn. ,  57, 59, 78, 91 ,  131, 135, 
156, 175--76, 237, 240, 242, 284, 294, 321, 
334, 341, 369, 415, 442, 462, 499c, 506c, 
54 7c; Democratic mass meeting (August 
1844), 65, 67, 377; Polk reception (Nov­
ember 1844), 395--96; Whig parade (De­
cember 1844), 395--96, 421 
Nashville Inn, 296, 462 
Nashville Republican Banner, 32, 68-69, 
86, 92-93, 467, 469 
Nashville Star Spangled Banner, 47, 59, 67, 
72, 81-82, 91, 93, 101, 143-44, 156 
Nashville Union, 14, 16-18, 20--21, 31-32, 
49, 53-54, 58-59, 72, 77, 81-82, 91-94, 
101, 127-28, 131, 137, 143-44, 152-53, 
156-58, 186, 190, 198, 236-37, 240, 247, 
262-63, 284, 299-300, 322, 369, 413, 421, 
431-32, 435, 463, 481, 48&, 490c, 497c, 
49& 
Nashville Whig, 76-77, 81-82, 92-93, 152-
53, 295, 454 
National Hotel (Coleman's Hotel), 455--56, 
474, 477, 482 
National Road (Cumberland Road), 305 
National Road Stage Company, 305, 549c 
Native American Party, 27, 97, 187, 195-
96, 208, 262, 265, 267, 344-45, 351, 358, 
50&, 511c, 513c, 535c 
Nativism, 27, 97, 103, 110, 154--55, 164--
65, 169-70, 177-78, 181, 186-87, 193-99, 
202-3, 208-10, 212-13, 215--16, 218-20, 
226-28, 233, 246-47, 249-54, 259, 262-
64, 267, 269, 271-72, 274, 277, 279-82, 
296, 302, 309-12, 318, 489c, 49&, 503c, 
504c, 506c, 507c, 50&, 509c, 510c, 51 1c, 
512c, 513c, 514c, 516c, 517c, 51&, 521c, 
522c, 525c, 529c, 530c, 534c 
Neil, Moore, & Company (Ohio), 355 
Neil, William, 355 
Nelson, Pleasant, 237 
Nelson, Robert J.: from, 490c 
Nelson, Thomas A. R., 395--96 
Newark, N.J., 256 
New Berlin, Penn., 489c 
New Castle County, Del., 322 
576 
New Hampshire: Democrats, 364-66; elec­
tions (1844), 52, 1 15, 130, 364-65 
New Hampshire Patriot & State Gazette, 
1 18 
New Jersey: Democrats, 165, 270, 513c; na­
tivism, 220; presidential election ( 1844), 
6-7, 24, 27, 76, 83, 148, 152, 156, 181, 
208, 210, 220, 256, 269, 271, 275, 281, 
287, 319, 347, 524c, 525c, 529c, 539c; 
state constitutional convention (1844), 
270; state elections (1842), 270; state 
elections (1844) ,  38, 50, 58, 128, 143, 
152, 165, 169, 173, 181-82, 195, 199-200, 
220, 256, 269-7 1, 505c, 513c; tariff issue, 
529c; Whigs, 270, 539c 
New Jersey State Colonization Society, 487 
Newman, Benjamin F., 242--43, 268 
Newnan, Danile: from, 505c 
New Orleans, La., 160, 276, 389, 462, 481,  
502c, 515c, 520c, 525c, 546c, 550c 
New Orleans Daily Herald and Weekly Jef­
fersonian, 303--4 
Newsum, Wilson C. : from, 511c 
New York: abolition, 6, 45, 79, 90, 1 13, 149-
50, 166, 177, 194, 196, 202, 212, 218, 
222-23, 225, 228, 233, 236, 24 7' 249, 
269, 273, 278, 282, 286-87, 289, 312, 
317, 319, 451, 52&; Anti-Masons, 221,  
223; anti-renters, 212,  318; Caroline af­
fair (1837), 228, 230, 287, 293-94, 298; 
Democratic State convention (1844), 23, 
25-26, 67, 1 10, 224-25, 487c; Democrats, 
25-27, 29-30, 44, 67-68, 74, 80, 90, 117,  
149, 192, 212, 222, 224-25, 227,  259-
60, 293, 302, 317-18, 32 1, 347--48, 363, 
382-84, 393, 417, 422, 427, 446-51, 458, 
460, 474-75, 477, 487c, 500c, 520c, 523c, 
527c, 528c, 554c; election fraud, 283, 285, 
291-93, 318, 525c, 526c; gubernatorial 
election (1828), 449; gubernatorial elec­
tion (1838), 225; gubernatorial election 
( 1840), 25, 80; gubernatorial election 
( 1842), 25, 222, 227, 278, 312 ;  "infected 
District," 22 1-23, 227, 236, 260, 273, 
287, 289, 290-91 ,  293, 316; internal im­
provements, 44, 228, 318, 446--47; Lib­
erty party, 45, 79, 90, 1 13, 149-50, 166, 
177, 194, 196, 202, 212, 218, 222-23, 
225, 228, 233, 236, 247, 249, 26� 273, 
278, 282, 286-87, 289, 311-12, 317, 319, 
Index 
451, 513c, 522c, 528c; nativism, 27, 177,  
186, 212-13, 216, 218-19, 226, 228, 247, 
249, 262-63, 282, 302, 309, 311-12, 318, 
508c, 513c, 529c, 534c; presidential elec­
tion ( 1800), 292; presidential election 
(1832), 22 1 ;  presidential election (1840), 
25, 67, 79-80, 90, 202, 212, 221-24, 227-
28, 260, 278-79, 286-87, 290-93, 312, 
317, 512c; presidential election (1844), 6, 
21, 24, 26-27, 44--45, 52, 60, 65, 74, 79-
80, 83-84, 90, 1 10, 113, 128-29, 136, 142, 
146, 148-50, 156, 158-59, 165, 170, 1 77, 
192-93, 197, 200-3, 210, 212, 215-16, 
219, 22 1, 223-36, 228-29, 233, 235, 237-
39, 245--49, 253, 259-60, 262-66, 269, 
273-74, 279, 281-82, 285-87, 289-93, 
296-98, 301-5, 307, 309-13, 3 16-19, 
321-22, 326, 335-36, 339, 341--42, 346-
47, 363, 366, 382, 384, 393-94, 412, 439, 
445, 450, 461, 486c, 487c, 489c, 491c, 
493c, 498c, 508c, 509c, 510c, 512c, 513c, 
516c, 518c, 519c, 521c, 523c, 524c, 525c, 
526c, 527c, 528c, 532c, 533c; state elec­
tions (1844), 13, 23-24, 26-27, 44--45, 
50, 56-60, 67, 79, 108, 1 13, 1 17, 129, 
14� 192, 21� 223, 226, 22� 233, 246, 
265, 277-78, 282, 285-86, 291, 293, 307, 
311-12, 317-18, 321,  346--47, 363, 393, 
397, 410, 448-5 1, 526c; "stop & tax" law, 
312, 318-19, 451-52; tariff issue, 74, 228, 
318, 321,  382; Texas annexation, 21, 26-
28, 74, 79-80, 90, 202, 321-22, 382, 440, 
486c, 528c; U.S. senatorial vacancies, 
383-84, 439--40; Whigs, 24, 44, 79, 149, 
194, 212, 216, 221-25, 24 7--49, 251-52, 
263, 291, 302, 309, 311-12, 316-18, 321, 
342, 508c, 515c, 517c, 524c, 525c, 526c, 
530c; Whig state convention ( 1840), 80 
New York Citizen & American Republican, 
227, 230 
New York City: Democratic American Re­
publican's meeting (October 1844), 296-
97; Democratic Empire Club, 60, 165, 
227, 260; Democratic mass meeting (Sep­
tember 1844), 102, 104; Democratic pro­
cession (November 1844), 245--46, 258-
60, 265; Democrats, 6, 28, 38, 102, 170, 
210, 226-27, 233, 245--46, 260, 274, 279, 
296, 311, 342, 394; election fraud, 258, 
260, 267, 274, 277, 279; elections (1840), 
Index 
New York City---(Cont.) 
279; elections ( 1844), 38, 65, 127-28, 165, 
170, 193, 196, 199, 202; 210, 2 1fr16, 218, 
224, 226-27, 255, 258-59, 265, 267, 274-
75, 277-79, 285, 310, 326, 342, 451, 516c, 
517c, 51&, 521c, 522c, 523c, 524c, 525c; 
financial panic, 343--45, 535c; French, 
102, 255; Germans, 102, 255, 260; na­
tivism, 103, 170, 193, 196, 199, 202, 208, 
2 10, 215, 226-27, 233, 246-47, 251, 254, 
259, 262, 267, 269, 274, 277, 279, 296, 
3 10, 3 12, 509c, 5 12c, 516c, 517c, 5 1&, 
521c, 522c, 525c; Union meeting (Sep­
tember 1844), 102, 104; victory celebra­
tion (November 1844), 286, 293; Whig 
procession (October 1844), 246, 258; 
Whigs, 28, 90, 165, 170, 193, 196, 199, 
202, 210, 215, 2 17, 226-27, 233, 236, 254, 
267, 269, 274, 277, 279, 312, 321, 342, 
345, 451, 516c, 517c, 522c, 524c, 535c 
New York Evening Post, 321, 440, 546c 
New York Express, 227, 230 
New York Herald, 128, 159, 166, 245-46, 
297, 345-47 
New York Journal of Commerce, 258, 278, 
286 
New York Morning News, 524c 
New York Tribune, 279, 312-13, 344-45 
Niagara County, N.Y., 223 
Nicholson, A. 0. P., 16-17, 32, 69, 71,  1 19, 
131, 157-58, 171-72, 183-85, 188, 369, 
389-90, 392, 413, 415, 505c; to, 190-91, 
509c 
Nicklin, Philip, 327 
Niles, John M.:  from, 540c, 54 7c, 553c 
Niles' National Register, 22, 97, 122, 129, 
150, 469 
Nimrod, A. C. : from, 546c 
Nixdorf, Henry: from, 555c 
Noble, William H. :  from, 496c 
Norfolk, Va., 530c 
Norment, Thomas A.:  from, 511c 
Norris, Moses, Jr. , 366-6 7 
Norvell, Caleb C., 454 
Norvell, John: from, 524c 
North Carolina: Democratic Central Com­
mittee, 18, 20, 92-93; Democrats, 40, 
514c; presidential election (1844), 3, 19-
20, 39-40, 46, 128-29, 210, 233, 273, 297, 
302, 309, 318-19, 342, 358-59, 391, 527c, 
577 
542c; state elections ( 1844), 20, 40, 42, 
319 
Northumberland County, Penn. ,  256 
Obion County, Tenn. ,  161 
O'Connell, Daniel, 155, 374, 377 
Ogden, Mordecai, 346-4 7 
Ohio: abolition, 6, 22, 57, 83, 1 14, 146-
47, 149, 163--64, 166, 176-77, 189, 199, 
203, 232, 23fr36, 248, 301; banking is­
sue, 145, 147; Democrats, 23, 57, 83, 
145, 203, 235, 248, 313, 356, 402-3, 512c, 
516c, 542c; election fraud, 261, 301;  Lib­
erty party, 22, 57-58, 83, 146, 163-64, 
166, 176, 189, 199, 203, 232, 235-36, 248, 
301, 50&, 519c, 533c, 543c, 544c; presi­
dential election (1840), 23, 83, 146; pres­
idential election ( 1844), 3, 6, 22-23, 57, 
65, 83-84, 94, 98, 129, 136, 145, 147, 149, 
152, 165, 170, 1 7fr77, 197-200, 203-4, 
210-11 , 2 13, 219, 232, 23fr36, 249, 252-
53, 261-62, 267, 269, 273, 282, 284, 296, 
301, 313, 355, 402, 500c, 5 14c, 516c, 519c, 
521c, 523c, 530c, 533c, 542c, 543c, 544c, 
552c; state elections ( 1844), 22, 82-83, 
98-99, 144-45, 147, 149, 175-76, 188-89, 
193, 195, 198-200, 2 1 1, 213, 235, 248, 
288, 503c, 504c, 505c, 506c, 50&, 510c, 
512c; Texas annexation, 114, 145, 301,  
356, 543c, 551c; U.S. senatorial election 
(1844), 402-3; Whigs, 23, 57, 83, 98-99, 
146-47, 197, 199, 203, 235, 355-56, 543c, 
544c 
"Old Chief' (nickname). See Jackson, An­
drew 
Oldham, Williamson S., 361, 363 
"Old Hero" (nickname). See Jackson, An­
drew 
"Old Man Malignant" (nickname). See 
Adams, John Q. 
Oneida County, N.Y., 486c 
Ontario County, N.Y., 287 
Oregon, 97-98, 103 
Orleans County, N.Y., 223 
Osborn, James: from, 52& 
Osgood, Gayton P.: from, 535c, 556c 
Otsego County, N.Y., 494c, 49& 
Overton, Walter H., 208 
Owen, Robert, 159 
Owen, Robert Dale, 158-59, 239, 300 
578 
Owens, George W: from, 509c 
Owsley, William, 3-4, 501c 
Page, James: from, 516c 
Page, Sherman: from, 512c 
Palmerston, Henry John Temple, Lord, 
374, 377 
Panther Springs, Tenn. ,  242, 268 
Paris, Tenn., 171-72, 190 
Park, James, 236-37 
Parker, Amasa J.: from, 318--19, 500c, 533c 
Parker, William: from, 486c 
Parks, Gorham: from, 540c 
Parmenter, __ , 346-4 7 
Parrott, M. J., 242-43 
Patrick, B. E. :  from, 506c 
Patterson, E. M.:  from, 557c 
Patterson, Rody: from, 538c, 543c 
Patton, Benjamin: from, 446, 519c, 554c 
Paulding, James K., 554c 
Pavatt, Stephen C., :32-33 
Paynter, James R.: from, 497c 
Pearce, Dutee J., 109, 443 
Pease, Augustus H., 485c, 489c 
Peel, Sir Robert, 374, 377 
Peirce, John: from, 526c 
Pennsylvania: abolition, 56, 1 77, 194, 199, 
251, 273; banking issue, 10, 12, 34-36, 
250; Democratic State Convention 
( 1844), 24, 35-36; Democrats, 5, 34-36, 
56, 95, 97, 1 10, 181, 186, 188, 195, 217, 
220, 234, 252, 263, 269, 272, 337, 359-
60, 399-400, 423, 433, 445-46, 474-75, 
485c, 512c, 521c, 535c, 539c, 541c, 548c; 
election fraud, 181, 256, 266, 273, 290, 
445, 503c, 517c, 525c; gubernatorial elec­
tion ( 1835), 11,  35; gubernatorial elec­
tion ( 1840), 34, 109; internal improve­
ments, 11 ,  250; Liberty party, 56, 177, 
194, 199, 25 1, 273, 517c, 522c; manu­
facturing, 256, 391 ;  nativism, 97, 1 10, 
154-55, 165, 169, 177-78, 186-87, 195-
98, 220, 263, 489c, 498c, 506c, 507c, 510c, 
513c, 514c; presidential election (1824), 
34; presidential election ( 1840), 34; pres­
idential election (1844), 6-7, 33-35, 56, 
60, 67, 74, 76, 83-84, 88, 109-10, 128--
30, 142, 148-49, 152, 154, 156, 158--59, 
170, 173, 177, 179, 181, 186, 188, 195, 
197-98, 200, 203, 208--10, 216, 219-20, 
Index 
228--29, 246, 250, 252-53, 256, 259-61, 
263-69, 271-73, 275, 284, 288, 290, 292, 
294-96, 298, 307, 309, 3 16-17, 412, 445, 
490c, 493c, 512c, 5 18c, 519c, 520c, 524c, 
548c, 554c; state elections (1844), 5-7, 
13, 24, 33-35, 38, 50, 58, 76, 82, 1 1 7, 124, 
128, 131, 143, 152, 154, 164-65, 169-70, 
1 73, 175-79, 181, 186-88, 193, 195, 197, 
199-200, 203, 208, 215-17, 220, 228, 239, 
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